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Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 
San Juan, P. R., September 21, 1903. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit my annual report on education in 
Porto Rico for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1903, prepared in pursu- 
ance of section 25 of the act of Congress, approved April 12, 1900 (31 
Stat., 77), entitled ''An act to provide revenue and a civil government 
for Porto Rico, and for other purposes," and in pursuance of section 
139 of the Political Code of Porto Rico, approved March 1, 1902. 

The following letter from the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, Washington, D. C, indicates specifically certain information 
desired by his Department, and the data thus asked for are given so 
far as the records of this department enable us to do so: 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ June 27, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to section 25 of the act of Congress, 
approved April 12, 1900 (31 Stat., 77), entitled **An act to provide revenue and a 
civil government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes," which provides as follows: 

** That the commissioner of education shall superintend public instruction through- 
out Porto Rico, and all disbursements on account thereof must be approved by him; 
and he shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law, and make such 
reports through the governor as may be required by the Commissioner of Education 
of the United States, which shall annually be transmitted to Congress." 

I have to request that you will cause this matter to be brought to the attention of 
the commissioner of education with request that he will prepare and forward, through 
you for my consideration, at a date not later than October 1, 1903, a report of the 
educational matters pertaining to Porto Rico with which he is charged under existing 
laws. 

In addition to such matters as may be embodied by the commissioner of education 
in his report, it is desirable that he incorporate therein answers to the following ques- 
tions, which correspond to questions annually propounded by the Bureau of Educa- 
tion of this Department to each State and Territorial superintendent of public 
instruction in the United States, to wit: 

1. Number of pupils enrolled on the school register (excluding duplicates or reen- 
rollments) : 

White — Colored — White and colored — 

Males Males Males 

Females Females Females 



Total Total Total.. 

2. Average daily attendance: 
White . 



Colored 

Total 

3. Average number of days the public schools -wexe^Le^X.. 



4 LETTER :Vi5 'TRANSMITTAL. 

4. Number of buildings i^sed as* schTool houses (including: buildings rente<l) : 

For white s('ho.al^.J:^ *,•.».* 

For colored schoW^^ ! 

All -...;.-.•: 

5. E8tiinat3^d%\'^lore of all public school property 

6. Numqer •©I' pupils enrolled in public high schools or studying high 
. *^sch(lol branches — i. e., pursuing such studies as algebra, geometry, 

\^*^ -jjuysics, chemistry, general history, Latin, and niodern languages 
; "•*• other than English and Spanish (inciudetl in answer to question).. 



7. Whole number of different teachers enrolled: 

White — Colored — White and colore* 1 — 

Males Males Males 

Females Females Females 



Total Total Total 

Average monthly salaries of teachers: 

White — * Colored — White and colored — 

Males Males Males 

Females Females Females 



Average Average Average 

9. Receipts for the school year (1902-3): 

From interest of permanent school funds $. 

From insular taxes (or appropriation) 

From local taxes (or appropriations) 

From sale of bonds 

From all other sources 



Total receipts for public moneys. 



10. Expenditures for the school year (1902-3): 

For sites, building (including permanent repairs and alterations), 

furniture, libraries, and apparatus 

For salaries of superintendents and teachers 

Bonded indebtedness paid 

All other expenses 



Total expenditures of public moneys. 



The enumeration of the topics given above is not intended to exclude the presenta- 
tion of other educational matters which may commend themselves to the commis- 
sioner in his report; on the contrary, the fullest information is desired. 

It is deemed proper to add that, in the interest of economy, it is desirable that the 
report should be as brief as circumstances will permit, and that all unimportant 
exhibits be omitted, as well as photographs not intended to show the educational 
condition and progress in the Territory. 

It is desirable that the report of the commissioner of education of Porto Rico be 
submitted to the Department within the time above specified, in order that proper 
consideration may be given to the important subjects therein requiring attention in 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Interior to the President. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HiTCiK^ocK, SecreUrry. 

The Governor of Porto Rico, San Juon, P. R. 

In summarizing the school statistics from our records it is not always 
possible to give the summaries by color distribution, as the color line 
IS not so sharply drawn in our schools, and the statistics on this subject 
are considered less exact than they would be in the States. I have, how- 
ever, been able to give the total number of pupils enrolled by color and 
sex, but not excluding the duplicates or reenroUments. The summary 
of pupils enrolled, excluding duplicates and reenroUments, can be given 
mfy for the total enrollment and not by color and sex distribution. 
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Also, question No. 4 can be answered only bv giving the number of 
buildings used as schoolhouses, separating the buildings rented and 
not separating the buildings used for white schools and the buildings 
used for colored schools, because all the schools in Porto Rico are open 
alike to white and colored pupils. 

It is proper to state that tne substantial and satisfactory progress 
which the schools of Porto Rico have made during the year, as exhib- 
ited in the pages of this report, is necessarily a cooperative work for 
which credit is due to no one individual, but to many. I gratefully 
acknowledge the earnest and active support of his excellency Governor 
William H. Hunt, as well as that of my colleagues, the heads of other 
executive departments of this government. A deep interest is taken 
in education and earnest support is given to evervthing that makes for 
educational progress by the members of both houses of the insular 
legislature, not only by my own colleagues in the executive council, 
but in equally full measure by the popularly elected members of the 
house of delegates. The personal devotion and unstinted service of 
all the members of the office force and of the great majority of the 
school superintendents, American teachers and Porto Rican teachers 
throughout the island, merits and receives my sincere thanks, and sat- 
isfactorily^ explains the local enthusiasm for education and the good 
results that may have been obtained. 

I have the honor, sir, to be your obedient servant, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Coinniissimier of Education. 

The Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D, C. 

(Through the Governor of Porto Rico.) 
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The public schools of Porto Rico and the system of public instruc- 
tion adopted in the island have shown continued and gratifying prog- 
ress in all substantial particulars during the fiscal year recently closed, 
which was the third year of their operation under American civil 
government. 

As in the case of the preceding reports in this department of gov- 
ernmental work, the figures and statistical tables generall}^ will be 
given as of the date June 30, 1903, in order that thej^ may be compared 
with the statistics in other departments of this government, and in 
financial matters may be interpreted in the light of the annual appro- 
priations of the legislature for that fiscal year. 

The school year comprised within this period began September 29, 
1902, and ended June 26, 1903. It comprised thirt^^-six weeks actual 
teaching with no deductions, except legal holidays falling on the regu- 
lar school days of the week. In the text of this report, however, as 
in previous years, we shall have occasion to refer to many matters 
pertaining to the schools, and, if necessary, to action of the department 
not falling within the limits of the school year or thos(^ of the fiscal 
year as above indicated. In other words, the text of the report will 
be brought down, as was done last year, as near as possi})le to the 
beginning of the succeeding school year, which opened on the 2Sth of 
September, 1903. 

SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

The school system of the island has for its basis the common pu))lic 
school which takes a child at 5 or 6 years of age and carries him 
through eight 3'ears of school life. If he is able to remain so long, 
he should complete a course of studv carrying him through one 
grade each year and preparing him for admission to a high school of 
about the same grade as the average high school in the United States 
upon his successful graduation from the eighth grade of the public 
schools. All of the town schools are thus graded and in most of the 
towns and villages throughout the island the whole eight grades are 
successfully maintained. In some cases there are only enough pupils 
to make a very small class in the seventh aud ^\^\v\Xv ^y^^^^'»xA'*C^^^^ 
two grades in such cases are combined m oxv^ Yoo\v\,,Vvo\\i.\^^vcv^^^^^^^^ 
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the care of one teacher. In a few towns there are no pupils far enough 
advanced to do more than sixth-grade work, and in nearly all the towns 
there is an extra first and second grade to accommodate the larger 
number of pupils who are just entering upon school life. The grading 
in Porto Rico has been extremely difficult because so many children 
entering the schools, even those of sufficiently advanced age to take 
high-grade work, have never had any educational advantages whatever, 
and were not able even to read or write. Therefore* they had to begin 
with the course of study in the first or second grade. Only a portion 
of those who enter the lower grades are able to remain in school long 
enough to reach the higher grades. While no accurate statistics 
on this subject are available, it is the opinion of school superinten- 
dents and many of the teachers in a position to ol)serve the facts, that 
75 per cent of the pupils in town schools will not go l)eyond the Hfth 
grade; that is, they can not spend more than five years in school, and 
that the same percentage of pupils in the rural schools will not go 
beyond the third grade; that is, tney wiil not spend over three years 
in the schools. 

In the rural schools, where pupils of various ages and all degrees of 
attainment must be gathered together in one class under the direction 
of one teacher, it is impossible to carry the grading as far as in the 
town schools. But even here groups of pupils are kept together and 
follow as nearly as may be the graded course of study as laid down 
for all of the common schools. 

We began the school year with the school month of October, 1902, 
with 914 schools open, as contrasted with 780 for the previous year. 
This number steadily increased throughout the year by the opening of 
additional schools until the maximum was reached in the month of April, 
when we had 1,014 schools open, as compared with 880 the previous 
year. The year closed in the month of June, 1903, with 1,005 schools 
open, as compared with 874 in the previous year. The greatest num- 
ber of schools open in each municipality at any time during the school 
year gives a total for the year of 1,026, as compared with 883 for the 
previous year. These were divided into classes as follows: 427 
principal and graded teachers conducting classes in regularly graded 
schools, 599 rural and agricultural-rural schools, of which 19 were of 
the latter type, practically the same as an ordinary rural school with 
school gardening as an additional feature. 

The average number of days each school kept during the year was 
171, out of a possible total of 180, the school year being 30 weeks of 
5 school days each. 

These schools were housed in 717 buildings, the rural schools for the 
most part being each housed in a separate building, while in the towns 
we have usually from 4 to 8 schools or classes in one building. 

These schools were manned by 996 teachers in the month of October, 
1902, as compared with 829 the previous year; 1,106 teachers in the 
month of April, 1903, as compared with 933 the previous year; and 
1,097 teachers in the month of June, at the close of the school year, 
as compared with 923 the previous year. The greatest number of 
teachers employed at any time during the year in the common schools 
was 1,116, as compared with 939 the previous year. These were 
classified as follows: 41 principals. 378 graded teachers, 579 rural teach- 
ers, and i>«9 tear^hers of English, all of the last mentioned being Ameri- 
cans appointed by the Department directly and serving as ^ isiting 
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teachers of English in the graded schools. Thus a teacher of English 
will liave from three to six grades, teaching one period each day in 
each grade, while the Porto Rican teacher in charge of the grade 
remains in the class room during such period and profits by the 
instruction in English and also by the methods of the teacher of 
English. Of these 1,116 teachers, 725 were males, 391 females, and 
90 were colored. The total number of different teachers emplo^^ed 
during the 3^ear in the common schools aggregated 1,220. 

The sex and color distribution remained practically the same as for 
the previous year. Among the Porto Rican teachers we find that two 
men are employed to every woman, and among the American teachers 
two women are employed to every man. 

The total population of the island as given in the official census 
(1899) is 953.243, and assuming the same rate of increase as obtained 
in the last sixteen years previous to the last oflScial census we have an 
estimated population in the year 1903 of 1,000,907, which includes the 
population of school age (5 to 18 years), 322,393 in 1899, and an esti- 
mated population of school age in 1903 of 377,200. 

Of this vast army of possible recruits for the schools we had 
enrolled at some time during the school year in the common schools 
64,039 different pupils, and in the special schools 6,177, bringing the 
total up to 70,216, which is 19 per cent of the estimated school popu- 
lation and 7 per cent of the estimated total population of the island for 
1903, or 21.7 per cent of the school population and 7.4 per cent of the 
total population as given in the oflScial census for 1899. These figures 
should be compared with the per cent of school population enrolled 
in all schools and the per cent of the total population enrolled in all 
schools as given in last year's report, based on the oflicial census of 
1899. This shows the following gratifying increase: 21.7 per cent of 
the school population as compared with 19.2 per cent, and 7.4 per cent 
of the total population as compared with 6.5 per cent for the previous 
school year. The per cent of colored pupils in the total enrollment is 
28, as compared with 29 per cent last year, the per cent of colored 
teachers employed remaining the same. 

In addition to the common schools, in order to show what is being 
done for the education of Porto Rican youth, we must include the 
statistics of the special schools, of which there were open a maximum 
of 89 classes during the year. The highest number of each grade of 
special school was as follows: Kindergarten schools, 10; night school 
classes, 44; industrial school classes, 6; high school classes, 23; prac- 
tice school classes, 2; normal school classes, 4. These special schools 
were manned by 134 teachers, making the total number of teachers 
employed during the year in all schools 1,354. The number employed 
at the end of the >ear, including special schools, was 1,199, and the 
average number employed each month, including special schools, was 
1,158. The total number of pupils enrolled in these special schools 
was 6,177, excluding duplicates or reenrollments. The average enroll- 
ment per school in the common schools, excluding the special schools, 
was 46.26, the average daily attendance being 35.51; and the average 
number of days each school kept in each school month being 18.98 out 
of a possible total of 20 school days. 

Of the total number of pupils actually enrolled in all schools, 
amounting to 75,572, there were included 5,356 reeui'olVKViwXsft <^x ^>^x^- 
cates, making the net actual enrollment oi dA^^x^ivV^xx^^^'^^?^^''^ 
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all schools. It is not possible to give the sex and color distribution 
of this total, excluding reenrollments, but it is possible to give the sex 
and color distribution of the total 75,572 including the reenrollments 
or duplicates; and it is of course probable that the proportions with 
respect to sex and color would vary but slightly in these two totals. 
Of the 75,572 pupils enrolled, 32,827 were white males and 21,707 
were white females, 12,399 were colored males and 8,639 were colored 
females, giving a total of 54,534 whites, 21,038 colored; and a total 
of 45,226 males, white and colored, and 30,076 females, white and 
colored. The average number of pupils enrolled each month in the 
common schools, not including the special schools, was 44,657, and 
in all schools, including the special schools, 47,608; and the avei*age 
daily total attendance in the whole island in the common schools, not 
including the special schools, was 34,272, and in all schools, including 
the special schools, 36,308. The average enrollment per school during 
the year was 46, and the average daily attendance in each school dur- 
ing the year, 36. The per cent of enrolled pupils attending in all the 
common schools, not including the special schools, was 84 per cent, 
as compared with 79.7 per cent for the previous year, thus showing a 
steady gain in the organization and efficiency of our schools. In the 
special schools the average enrollment per school in the high and 
graded schools was 35.59, with an average daily attendance of 29.90; 
in the industrial schools, 33.54, with an average daily attendance of 
28.47; in the night schools, 37.53, with an average daily attendance of 
25.27; in the kindergarten schools, 43.58, with an average dailv attend- 
ance of 38.84. 

For the support of all schools the department of education had avail- 
able from insular appropriations $547,767.14, of which $545,105.67 
was actually spent. Of this sum $25,711.11 was for administrative 
expenses of the department of education, $452,867.44 was expended 
in salaries of teachers and superintendents, distributed as follows: 
$389,191.75 for salaries of teachers in the common schools, including 
also salaries of kindergarten and night-school teachers in the special 
schools; $25,010.27 for salaries of school superintendents; $23,757.75 
for salaries of high and graded school teachers; $12,327.37 for salaries 
of normal school and practice school teachers; $2,580.30 for the salaries 
of teachers in the summer normal school and institute work. To these 
sums should be added, and to the general total expended in the salaries 
of teachers and superintendents should be added also, the sum of 
$6,760.48, expended (from a special fund appropriated for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of industrial schools) for the payment of 
salaries of teachers in industrial schools. Thirty-nine thousand six 
hundred and thirty -five dollars and eighty-seven cents was expended 
for the purchase of text-books and school supplies, and the further sum 
of $999.97 was expended for the transportation of the same to the 
headquarters of school districts. Twelve thousand three hundred and 
ninety-one dollars and seventeen cents was expended as contingent 
expenses of the common schools, part of which also went for the 

Surchase of miscellaneous school supplies- Ten thousand and ninety 
ollars and fifty -eight cents was expended as contingent expenses of 
school superintendents and went for the most part in the payment of 
their traveling expenses in connection with their regular monthly 
vjsks throughout their districts. The balance of the total appropria- 
t/on was expended in miscellaneous items eoY\weete,d with the depart- 
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ment or the special schools; and every dollar expended for whatsoever 
purpose has been audited, and vouchers for the same, as approved by 
the auditor of Porto Rico, are on tile both in the office of tne auditor 
and in that of the department of education. To the grand total of 
$545,105.67 expended from insular funds in the support of all schools 
there should be added the sum of $16,577.54 from a special appropria- 
tion for industrial schools, which amount was so expended, making in 
all a grand total of $561,683.21, which represents the cost of the entire 
school system to the insular government. The municipal governments 
throughout the island expended in local expenses the further sum of 
$149,916.96, making a grand total of $711,600.17 as the cost for the 
fiscal year to the island of Porto Rico from insular funds for the sup- 
port of her schools. There was also expended from insular funds for 
two training classes for professional nurses $1,037.62, and for the edu- 
cation of Porto Rican students in the United States $14,864.64, making 
in all for educational purposes $727,502.43. 

There was expended for school construction by the insular govern- 
ment, through the department of education, but not from insular funds, 
the sum of $90,312.21 from trust funds refunded by the Federal Govern- 
ment of the United States, being the amounts collected in Porto Rican 
customs prior to the period when f i*ee trade between Porto Rico and the 
United States was established by Congress. 

This gives a total of $817,814.64 actually spent for education during 
the fiscal year. 

The average cost of the common schools per pupil enrolled was there- 
fore $7.97, and the average cost of all schools per pupil enrolled was 
$7.99. The total cost of the common schools per pupil attending was 
$14.77 and the total cost of all schools per pupil attending wao $15.47. 

A resume of school statistics, based upon all the data furnished b}" 
the statistical officer of this department, will be found on page 39 of 
the Appendix to this report, and a summary of the chief tables, together 
with the detailed data of the more important tables of school statistics, 
will also be found in the Appendix by consulting the report of the 
statistical supervisor. 

The following summary may be given here, corresponding, so far 
as our data will enable us to answer them, to the specific questions 
propounded in the letter of the honorable the Secretary of the Interior 
quoted on page 3 of this report: 

1. Number of pupils enrolled on the school register, excluding duplicates 

or reenrollments: 

(a ) Common schools 64, 039 

(b) Special schools 6, 1 77 

(c) All schools 70,216 

2. Average daily attendance: 

(a) Common schools 34, 272 

( b ) Special schools 2, 036 

(c) Allschools 36,308 

3. Average number of days the public schools were kept 1 71 

4. Number of buildings used as schoolhouses, including buildings rented. 717 

5. Estimated value of all public school property (only the estimated 

value of school buildings owned by the msular government can be 

given) $427,312.21 

6. Number of pupils enrolled in public high schools or studying high- 

sc'hool branches, i. e., pursuing such studies as algebra, physics, 
chemistry, seneral history, I^tin, modem languages, other than 
English and Spanish (included in answer to question) ^^ 
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7. Whole num])er of different teachers enrolled, common schools, not 

including special schools: 
White- 
Males 743 

Females 383 

Total 1,126 

Colored — 

Males 49 

Females 45 

Total 94 

White and colored — 

Males 792 

Females 428 

Total 1,220 

8. Average monthly salary of teachers: 

( No distinction is made between salary paid males and females, 
nor between that paid colored and white teachers. All sal- 
aries are graded according to law bv the grade of work done, 
and the amount of salary as fixed by law is given in the sta- 
tistical r^sum^, p. 39.) 

9. Receipts for the school year (1902-3): 

From interest on permanent school funds None. 

From insular taxes or appropriation $o61, 683. 21 

From local taxes or appropriations 149, 916. 96 

From sale of bonds None. 

From all other sources 90, 312. 21 

Total receipts for public moneys 801, 912. 38 

10. Expenditures for the school year ( 1902-3) : 

For sites, buildings (including permanent repairs and altera- 
tions), furniture, libraries, and apparatus; it is possible to 
give only the amount expended for the construction and erec- 

' tion of buildings, amounting to $90, 312. 21 

For salaries of superintendents and teachers 452, 867. 44 

Bonded indebtedness paid None. 

All other expenses 258, 732. 73 

Total expenditures of public moneys 801, 912. 38 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING SCHOOLS. 

A very considerable modification of the school laws of the island 
has taken place during the year through the enactment of a codified 
or compiled school law which was passed by the insular legislature, 
and approved by the governor March 12, 1903. This law took effect, 
in its main provisions, on May 10, sixty days after its approval, and 
in the provisions of section 21, relating to school budgets, on July 1, 
1903. The main intent of the legislature was, not to alter the essen- 
tial principles of the school system established under the law of Jan- 
uary 31, 1901, bein^ an act entitled "An act to establish a system of 
schools in Porto Rico," but rather to correct and amend that act in 
the light of subsequent experience, and to bring together in one place 
all the provisions of law applicable to the public schools of the island. 
The law, in fact, defined more exactly the duties and powers of the 
several branches of school authorities and systematized the work of 
the different departments of school activity. The text of the new law 
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will be found in the Appendix (p. 234) of this report, and comments upon 
the more important features of the new law will be found in circular 
letter No. 160 addressed to superintendents of schools (p. 218) and in 
a general circular letter addressed to the American teachers and to 
the principal teachers of the public schools of Porto Rico, text of 
whicn will also be found on page 229 of the Appendix to this report. 

The school system provided for is a highly centralized one and has 
worked so satisfactorily, especially in promoting economy and effi- 
ciency as well as uniformity of standards in the administration of 
school affairs, that the prevailing public opinion in the insular legisla- 
ture, and especially in its lower house, which is composed almost 
entirely of Porto Ricans elected by the people, is in favor of more cen- 
tralization rather than less. 

Under the Fo raker law, which is the organic act or constitution of 
Porto Rico, the public schools of the island have been placed in charge 
of a commissioner of education with ample powers, and with a seat in 
the executive council, or upper house of the general assembly. The 
commissioner is the head of the insular department of education, 
which is one of the six departments of the insular government, the 
others being the department of the secretary, or department of state; 
the department of the treasurer; the department of justice, or the 
department of the attorney-general; the department of the auditor, 
and the department of the interior. This arrangement not only brings 
the head of the educational system into close touch with all legislation 
affecting the general interests of the island and with those who admin- 
ister its laws, but it also enables the government as a whole to coordinate 
the work of public education with that of the other activities of the 
government. 

The revenue of Porto Rico is raised from the following sources: 
First, from customs duties collected under the general customs laws of 
the United States, the net proceeds of which, after deducting the 
expenses of collection made by officers of the Federal Government, 
are turned into the Treasury of Porto Rico instead of going into the 
Federal Treasury, as is the case with all the other States and Terri- 
tories of the United States. 

Secondly, from excise taxes imposed by the insular legislature and 
collected by the treasurer of Porto Rico. 

Thirdly, from a general property tax assessed and collected by the 
treasurer of Porto Kico, one-half of which is used for insular purposes 
and one-half paid to the municipal treasurers, who correspond to the 
county treasurers in the United States, and subject to appropriation 
by the municipal and county councils or local legislative bodies. 

Fourthlv, from franchise royalties, license fees, inheritance taxes, 
and miscellaneous receipts collected and paid into the insular treasury. 

The total income of the insular treasury for the ffscal year just 
ended amounted to $2,525,191.89, of which amount the appropriations 
made by the insular legislature for educational purposes, as itemized 
above, were $577,585.47, and in addition to which the local governments 
actually expended from their funds which were collected by the treas- 
urer of Porto Rico and included in the above total, the further sum 
of $149,916.96, making in all 28.8 per cent of the total revenue for the 
year, insular and local, which went for educational purposes. 

Liberal as these appropriations and expenditures have, b^^^w^^ksfc^ 
have by no means met the demand on the part, oi \\v^ ^^o^^^-orc. %^<^»^ 
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privileges. The department reijuested a very much larger appropria- 
tion from the legislature meeting in 1908 for the fiscal year 1908-4. 
The estimates of the department for insular expenditures alone were 
placed at $850,000, as compared with $577,585.47 actually expended 
auring the fiscal year 1902-8, in order to make provision for the 
possible and desirable expansion of the school facilities as far as the 
teaching force available would permit. The finance committee of the 
executive council decided that the estimates of revenue for the year 
would not permit of so large an increase, and the budget which finally 
passed both houses of the legislature fixed the insular educational 
expenditures at about $600,000. It was thought at the time that this 
would be sufficient to maintain the then existing number of schools 
throughout the school year 1903-4 without providing for any 
increase except for slight additional expenses in connection with the 
industrial schools, which were just being introduced, and possibly also 
in connection with the high and graded schools. The legislature 
adjourned in March, and it so happened that examinations for teachers 
held in January and February showed a number of teachers prepared 
to receive licenses in districts where the local boards had not been able 
to open the full number of schools assigned to them at the beginning* 
of the school year on account of lack of a sufficient number of properly 
certified and licensed teachers. These schools not opened by certain 
school boards had subsequently been assigned to districts where quali- 
fied teachers could be found, the total number of schools falling, how- 
ever, within the limits fixed by the budget for the year 1902-3. The 
fact that some boards had not been able to open the full number of 
schools at the beginning of the school year left a surplus in the appro- 
priation for teachers' salaries which was available during the closing 
months of the school year, and inasmuch as the boards not able to open 
their full quota of schools were clamoring for permission to do so, if 
only for a few months at the close of the year, and inasmuch as there 
was a surplus in the appropriation for teachers' salaries, which it was 
the evident intent of the legislature should be spent upon education, 
these requisitions were granted, with the result that in the months of 
April, May, and June an additional number of schools were opened, 
giving educational advantages in some districts where they had never 
been had before, and with excellent results. The department, how- 
ever, overestimated somewhat its strength in maintaining these schools 
during the closing months of the year, and we should have closed the 
fiscal year with a deficit, had not the governor, from his emergency 
fund, transferred the sum of $10,800 to guard against the possibility 
of any dela}" in the payment of the last month's salaries to teachers. 
This enabled the department to close the year with all bills paid and 
with a small balance. 

Unfortunatel3% however, it was impossible to maintain for an entire 
year all the schools open in the months of April, May, and June, and 
to authorize them to be reopened for the entire school year 1903-4, with 
the budget as agreed upon in March. It became necessary to reduce 
the number of schools assigned for the following year to the number in 
actual operation when the legislature was in session, and thereb}^ reduce 
the total number of schools from one to two hundred, according to the 
grade selected for reduction, or to ask the legislature for an additional 
appropriation. Although the total appropriation for educational pur- 
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poses had been slightly increased for the year 1903-4 as compared with 
1902-3, the appropriation for the item ''salaries of teachers, common 
schools," which ragulated the number of schools it was possible to 
open, had been reduced by $10,000, and effectively reduced in the 
amount of $20,000 by reason of the fact that the provision which the 
legislature made for the payment of the traveling expenses of teach- 
ers of English and of principal teachers, in accordance with certain 
provisions of the new school law, had to be paid from this item of the 
appropriation bill. The school boards protested vigorousl}^ against 
any reduction in the number of schools, and at last decided to appeal to 
the members of the house of delegates, b}^ circular letter, asking them to 
pledge themselves to a deficiency appropriation of $60,000, in order that 
the department of education might open approximately the same number 
of schools in September, 1903, as it had opened in April, Ma^^, and June. 
The replies to this circular letter sent by the acting governor showed 
that a large majority of the members of the houte of delegates was in 
favor of such an appropriation, and the department of education has 
acted accordingly. 

Important legislation was enacted during the year in addition to the 
compiled or consolidated school law, which will be considered in other 
sections of this report. Perhaps the most impoitant of all, looking 
to the distant future and to the permanent interests of Porto Rico, was 
the law creating the University of Porto Kico, to which attention will 
be called in a separate paragraph; and looking to our needs in the 
near future, the law creating scholarships for teachers in the Insular 
Normal School, which has become a part of the 'University of Porto 
Rico. The text of all these laws, which will be found in the Appen- 
dix to this report, is worthy of examination by those interestea in 
our educational problems and the methods by which we are dealing 
with them. 

The insular legislature and the insular authorities respond to every 
demand the department makes for legislation or aid of any other kind 
in building up or strengthening the school system. 

The local authorities of the island are required by law to set aside 
for school purposes not less than 15 and not more than 25 per cent of all 
local funds received from taxation, including all license fees and local 
receipts of the nature of a tax. The municipalities also have power 
to levy a special tax, not to exceed one-tenth of 1 per cent, upon 
the real and personal property of the municipalities. This tax is 
purel}^ optional. It is known as the school tax, and the income is 
placed at the disposition of the local school board, to be used for 
school purposes. During the past year 26 out of 46 nmnicipalities 
levied this tax, most of them levying it to its full amount, and the 
receipts duiing the year from this source amounted to $32,533.78. 

The problem of illiteracy and the educational needs of the island is 
one, however, with which the island itself may not hope to cope suc- 
cessfully if left unaided. One-fifth of the total population of school 
age in school is but a poor showing compared with the United States, 
where one-fifth of the total population attend school. With us only 
about one-fifteenth of the total population enjoy that privilege. 
Where there are four boys and girls ot school age who have no school 
to which they can go to every boy or girl who can go • to school the 
bane of illiteracy can not be entirely removed. 

8611—04 2 
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This is the situation, purely economic, and for which no legislation 
can be held responsi})le or he expected to provide a reined}-. Appeals 
have been made from time to time to the people of the United States, 
and some way must be devised bv which the people of the Ignited 
States can do more than merely tak(^ an interest in the pul)lic school 
system of Porto Kico. They nmst show their sympathy in a more 
pi'actical wav in the ambition of the people to develop a system of 

Eublic schools equal to any to be found in the States. Thus far the 
United States has given no financial aid except that which has come 
from the trust funds refunded })v the President of the United States, 
and a part of which has been used in the construction of school Ijuild- 
ings. It is true that Congress has })een more than just in legislating 
for Porto Rico and that the island enjoys a singular token of this gen- 
erosity in the use of its customs receipts and its internal revenue as a 
part of its insular revenue, but some further substantial aid should be 
extended. 

The Federal aid extended to the States and Territories for the main- 
tenance of mechanical and agricultural education should be made 
applicable to Porto Rico at once, and some new form of Federal aid 
suited to the new colonial conditions should be devised wherebv relief 
may be aflforded in time to prevent the people of the United States 
from being chagrined and the people of Porto Rico being humiliated 
by finding that we have as a part of the population ot the United 
States a section that has a million people where the percentage of illit- 
eracy is three or four times as high as it should be and could be made 
with the expenditure of a comparatively small sum of money. 

The manner in which the people of Porto Rico have struggled to 
maintain their schools, and the sacrifices the}^ have made to give so 
large a portion of their public income to the support of education is 
worthy of all praise. It must appeal to the people of the United States 
as an indication of the desire of the people of Porto Rico to lay the best 
foundation for future prosperity and to imitate the example of the 
mother country' in placing their chief trust for such prosperity in the 
free public schools. 

CONSTRUCTION OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

From the trust funds, amounting to nearly $2,000,000, which the 
President of the United States placed at the disposition of the gov- 
ernor and heads of departments of the insular government of Porto 
Rico to be used for the benefit of the people of Porto Rico, a total 
sum of 1447,500 had been allotted prior to June 30, 1903, for the 
erection of school buildings out of the total expenditure from these 
funds of 11,400,000, most of the balance having gone to public roads. 
During the fiscal year just ended, from all sources, there was available 
for school construction the sum of $231,113.30, of which $80,077.80 
was expended in partial payments on outstanding contracts on school 
buildings or in payment in full upon said school buildings as completed 
during the fiscal 3^ear. The f urtner sum of $6,861.64 was expended for 
salaries of supervising architect and draftsman in the making of plans, 
and salaries of inspectors in the supervision of construction work. The 
further sum* of $3,351.11 was expended on insurance, traveling, and 
contingent expenses connected with these buildings, leaving a balance 
stUl available for school construction at the close of the fiscal vear of 
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$140,822.75, a large part of which, however, is due on outstanding 
contracts not yet completed. Contracts were let for school buildings 
during the year, on the basis of plans and spe^dtications made in the 
office of the commissioner of education and dul}^ advertised for com- 
petitive bids, as follows: 

Two 1-room frame school buildings, one at Camuy at $1,805, the 
other at Mayaguez at $1,475. 

Four 4-room brick buildings at an average cost of $8,159.70. 

One 6-room brick building, with sanitary plumbing, at $14,817, and 
one principal's house, six rooms, frame building with sanitary plumb- 
ing, which is part of the normal school property, at a cost of $4,000. 

There were under construction at the close of the school j^ear four 
4-room brick buildings, one 6-room brick building, and an mdustrial 
school, which will be a 16-room brick building, known as the Roosevelt 
Industrial School, a one-story building in Spanish renaissance style, 
three sides of which are built around an open square or patio, with a 
corridor running the entire length of the three sides on the interior of 
the building, and the whole structure so constructed that a second 
story may be added later. The corner ytone of this building, which 
next to the insular normal school, represents the larjgest single 
expenditure that has yet been made upon school buildings on the 
island, was laid by Miss Alice Roosevelt on the occasion of her visit to 
Porto Rico during last winter. There are also projected eight addi- 
tional frame rural schools for which the department is at present trying 
to secure suitable land with good title, ana brick and stone buildings 
for schools as follows: One2-room, three 4-room, four 6-room, one 10- 
room, and one 12-room. The monej'^ for this construction is available 
as soon as the ground is secured, the plans made, and the contracts let, 
and this work is being pushed as rapidly as the clerical force at hand 
will permit. 

A distinct improvement has been made during the year in the gen- 
eral architectural features of the buildings that have been constructed. 
These changes have been based upon the increased experience in 
school construction attained in this office by the supervising archi- 
tect, as he has struggled to overcome the peculiar difficulties which 
attend all building m this climate and at this distance from the usual 
basis of supplies. The department has consistently adhered to the 
policy of constructing buildings that will have more than the average 
permanency, and yet without expending large sums for an}^ unneces- 
sary features or for mere matters of adornment. Where building is 
relatively as expensive as it is in Porto Rico, due chiefly to the great 
cost of transportation, and where the financial resources available for 
this purpose are so limited, we have felt constrained to keep school 
construction upon the simplest scale and to restrict ourselves to the 
simplest type of building which could be considered practical for 
school purposes, permanent and enduring in the service which may be 
expected from it, and above all healthful and sanitary in its location 
and in the general features of its construction. Perhaps in a few^ cases 
a more liberal expenditure of money which would have secured archi- 
tectural eflfects readily obtained b}^ various adaptations of Spanish 
architecture, where economy of space and cost are not the chief things 
to be desired, would have been advisable. This is especially true of 
the main building of the insular normal school, which is tlio\:ci\5.^V^ 
comfortable and practical as it stands, b\xt^\i\cXiV^^c>ovv\v^'^^^^'s^^ 
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additional expenditun* for tlio purpose of altering its chief architec- 
tuml lines ami bringing them into harmony with the surrounding build- 
ings and landscape. 

The annual report of the chirf of the division of school extension 
in this office will be found in Exhi})it I of this report, and will show 
more in detail the work that has been done as well as the peculiar dif- 
ficulties encountered. All of th(» new buildings have been equipped 
with modern school furniture, and many of the old buildings rented by 
the school boards have been in like manner thus cijuipped, usually at 
the expense of the local l)oards. 

In the matter of the school buildings constructed, the plan adopted 
nearly a year ago, requiring tluj local school authorities to pay part of 
the cost, has been carried out in all cases (except where i-room frame 
buildings have been constructed as rural schools in the poorer parts of 
the island, and where they could not have been constructed at all had 
the insular government not borne all of the expense. In the other 
cases the plan has been to enter into a contract with the municipality 
through the town council, or with the school board, which is a sepa- 
rate corporation, or with i)oth. by which the department of educiition 
of the insular government agreed to furnish the necessary funds to 
construct a schoolhouse, provided the local authorities furnished the 
necessary land and agreed to repay in equal monthly payments, 
extending over a period of five years, a sum sufficient to reimburse the 
department of education for half the cost of the building. In a few 
cases the length of time in which these payments must be completed 
was extended beyond five years, and in a few instances the municipal- 
ities agreed to pay in a less period, and all such payments were, by 
agreement, to be credited on the principal, which was thus advanced 
to the municipalities without any charge for interest. The blank 
forms under which this has been done are also given as part of 
Exhibit I, together with a synopsis showing the construction of all 
the schoolhouses and the contract price of each since the beginning of 
this work. I desire to repeat what has been said in previous reports, 
that no work that the insular government is doing tends to inspire 
greater confidence on the part of the people than the expenditure of 
public money in the construction of schoolhouses, and even if the 
funds have to be raised by a public loan, I would recommend that this 
government continue spending at least $100,000 a year in this way, 
encouraging the several localities to do as much as t&e}' can for them- 
selves by requiring them to pay back, wherever they are able, a part 
of the sums thus expended. This building construction will be neces- 
sary for a period of at least ten years, at the rate which the expendi- 
ture just indicated will allow, before the island will be fairly well 
equipped with modern school buildings. It must be remembered that 
Spain built no schools, and that when the American Government 
assumed charge there was but one building on the island owned and 
used by the public authorities for school purposes. All the other 
buildings were rented, and the present method b}' which over six 
hundred buildings are rented is uneconomical as well as prejudicial to 
the best interests of the public schools. Often it is impossible to find 
buildings properly located for school purposes, and still harder to find 
buildings with rooms large enough for class work, and in condition to 
be safe. Where such buildings are found it is often at very exorbi- 
tant rents that they can be secured by the local school authorities, and 
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certainly in the larger towns it would be cheaper to borrow the money 
b}^ issuing school bonds and paying for the building in a series of 
years than to continue the present policy. 

The insular government has since January 1, 1901, when this work 
was begun, completed and turned over to the local school authorities, 
in all, forty-one school buildings. Seven more will be completed 
by October 1, 1903, and three more by November or December, 1903, 
thus making fifty -one buildings with the title vested in the people of 
Porto Rico. 

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

The necessary text-books and school supplies, including stationer}^, 
maps, ink, pens, pencils, blackboard erasers, school flags, chalk, 
practice paper, etc. , have been supplied by the department to all the 
schools throughout the island at a cost of $39,635.87, in addition to 
which $1,000 was expended on the transportation of these supplies and 
also in addition to which, from the contingent expenses of school 
superintendents and of the local school boards, probably at least $2,0* )0 
more was expended for transportation of supplies, which is an expen- 
sive item in a country where they must be hauled in ox carts or carried 
on the backs of ponies and mules to rural schools. Also from the 
contingent expenses of common schools over $12,000 was expended on 
school equipment, chiefly in the purchase of modern school desks 
bought b}^ the department and given to the school boards on condition 
that they repay to the department the cost of one-half of the desks so 
distributed and the transportation charges on the whole shipment. 
Beyond the supplies thus furnished by the department which are 
intended to be aaequate for the necessary equipment of the schools, 
the local school boards buy such desirable supplementary supplies as 
they see tit, chiefly filters, clocks, and in some cases maps, bookcases, 
and special articles needed by special conditions in difterent localities. 

In the line of desks, experience has taught us that nothing but a 
malleable iron desk is suited to the conditions prevailing in Porto Rico. 
Several thousand such desks have been supplied and without any break- 
age have been placed in the schoolrooms, whereas formerly with cast- 
iron desks we have had as high as 40 per cent broken before reaching 
the schoolroom, and, although these were sometimes replaced under 
guarantee from the manufacturers, it was at a serious loss of time and 
inconvenience to all parties concerned. 

Text-books are selected to meet the special needs of our schools. 
Most of the instruction is still given in Spanish, and therefore most 
of the text-books are in Spanish. We are endeavoring to introduce 
English text-books as rapidly as possible, and of course it is the inten- 
tion of the department to have the schools entirely upon an English 
basis just as soon as pupils and teachers can be trained sufficiently in 
the use of the English language to make it the ofiicial language of the 
schoolroom, as it is the official language in public life and is becoming 
very rapidly the predominant language in business life. Text-books 
are selected from sample copies of books furnished or submitted bv 
the leading publishing houses after the same are considered with 
respect to their availabilit}^ for use in our course of study. The com- 
missioner of education personally selects and purchases the books and 
supplies, but always in the case of books and usualVj \w \Xi^ ^^^^ ^\ 
supplies the combined judgment of a n\xiii\>^Y ol t^^^^x^ ^\A ^ns^^^'cvsv- 
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tendents is consulted. The best possible discount is obtained upon the 
purchase of all books, frequently books of the same class published 
03^ different firms being placed in competition with each other, the 
department availing iteelf of the advantages of such competition. 
The books are therefore purchased at the lowest possible net price by 
the government of Porto Rico, and complete vouchers showing every 
such transaction are on file both in the department of education and in 
the oflSce of the auditor. 

In reference to school supplies lists are sent out to various firms, 
both here and in the States, asking them to bid or to quote prices on 
the class of articles needed, and the most available article at the lowest 

Srice is then selected. These transactions are a matter of record in the 
epartment, and vouchers showing exact amounts paid and discounts 
obtained for the benefit of the people of Porto Rico are on file. 

The reports of the school superintendents show that an adequate 
supply 01 school materials has been furnished within the past year. 
The need for economy in the use of such supplies is frequently urged 
upon teachers and superintendents alike, as will be noted in circular 
letter No. 189, to be found in the Appendix to this report on page 226. 

SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

The detailed reports of the school superintendents of each of the 
19 districts into which the island is divided for purposes of school 
supervision will, next to the general statistical tables included in this 
report, throw the most light upon the actual conditions prevailing in 
our schools. These reports will be found in Exhibit II in this report, 
and should be read by those who desire to have a definite picture of the 
more important problems that present themselves in the school work 
in Porto Rico and the methods being pursued in dealing with them. 
The position of district superintendent, or, as be was formerly called, 
district supervisor, is not an eas}" one. He nmst bear the brunt of the 
battle as the representative of the commissioner of education and of 
the department in the field in carrying out the policy adopted by the 
department and in advising the department of local needs and local 
resources in educational work. The districts are so large in area and 
the means of communication are so difijcult that a superintendent to 
visit all of his schools once a month or oftener, as has been expected 
of him, must spend a large part of his time in the saddle or on the road. 
He is able to remain in a class room, especially in the case of his rural 
schools, so short a time, and so much of his actual visit is necessarily 
taken up in seeing that the teacher's record book is correct and his 
statistical reports to the department properly made out, that hereto- 
fore he has had too little opportunity to confer with his teachers on 
their class-room work. 

The superintendents have necessarily been recruited from persons 
familiar with the island and with the Spanish language. It has been 
impossible to put persons from the States, no matter how well quali- 
fied for the work of school superin tendency in the States, into similar 
positions here until they have had at least a year's experience. Of 
the 19 suj)erintendents who have served during the past year, 3 are 
Porto Ricans, and 2 of these are teachers of long experience; 1 is an 
J^w^Jishman, who is now a naturalized American citizen; 1 of French 
origin, also a naturalized American citizen, and tVve remainder Ameri- 
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cans, most of whom have had extended school experience. As a group 
the entire body of superintendents is efficient and devoted to the best 
interests of the public schools. A superintendent who does his duty 
fearlessly is frequently liable to attack on the part of the local school 
authorities and on the part of the teachers, but those who persevere 
in spite of opposition and prove themselves tactful as well as fair and 
impartial usually make friends in the end and have the real support of 
the communities in which they live, even if they do not enjoy a large 
measure of popularity of the evanescent order. I have recently insti- 
tuted a sort of civil-service examination to test the qualifications of 
applicants for the position of district superintendent, and probably 
in the future at least once a year a general examination will be held, 
open to teachers, both Americans and Porto Ricans, who have had a 
certain amount of teaching experience, to test their knowledge of both 
the English and Spanish languages, the school laws of Porto Rico, 
and other subjects connected with the special work of school super- 
vision. Those who obtain a high recora in this examination will be 
placed upon an eligible list, which will serve as a guide to the com- 
missioner in choosing school district superintendents, who are his 
personal appointees. 

The districts are still too large in area and the number of schools 
assigned to each superintendent too great to guarantee the best kind 
of work. As soon as possible the number of districts should be 
increased so that no superintendent would have over fifty schools or 
the work of over fifty teachers to supervise, instead of from sixty 
to one hundred, as at present is the case in several districts. Consid- 
erable improvement was noted during the past year by reason of the 
fact that the salary for these positions was increased to a maxiniuni of 
$1,200, with an allowance for actual traveling expenses amounting* to 
$550, and we shall probably be able to still further improve the per- 
sonnel of this corps during the coming year when the maximum salary 
will be $1,400 with new men starting usually at $1,000 and with the 
same allowance for traveling expenses. The position is one that 
attracts some of the best men in school work here, and should do so 
not merely because the salary is very properly somewhat higher than 
that obtained in the teaching positions, but because the position itself 
is one of considerable influence and held in much respect in the various 
communities. 

Some of the more important circular letters of instruction to the 
school superintendents throughout the island will be found in Exhibit 
IV and will throw some light upon the general educational policy of 
the department. 

POBTO RICAN STUDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

As part of the general plan for instituting American culture and 
American educational ideas into Porto Rico, the legislature two years 
ago made appropriations for maintaining 45 students in schools in the 
L nited States, the beneficiaries being required to sign agreements to 
return to Porto Rico at the expiration of their scholarships. Twenty 
of these students, 10 boj^s and 10 girls, are maintained at an expense 
of $250 each per year, and were sent to the States for four 3^ears. 
Nearly all of them are at Tuskegee Normal and Iud\i^t\;\al \xv^^^\^^^^ 
Tuskegee, Ala. The remaining students, 2i5 \Ti ivw\tJc>^\ ^^^o^xs\'^"a^^'^^ 
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an» allowed ^in) ojifli per year for a ixM'iod of five years, and are in 
atteiulaiiee at various schools and eoliej^es throughout the Northern 
St4ite>, S JMMujr in Pennsylvania, 4 in New Jersey, 8 in New York, 3 in 
Mass}u*hus<»tts, 2 in Connecticut, and 1 each in Indiana, Michigan, and 
Maryland. At this time there are two vacancies, caused by tne with- 
di'jiwal of studcMits whose work or conduct has not ))een satisfactory. 

The re|>orts received of the standing of these 3'oung people in their 
resp<»ctive schools have* ))een of the most satisfactory sort. Select^ 
as tney wen* on compi^titive examinations, these students were undoubt- 
edly among the liest -prepared pupils in Porto Rico, but it was hardly 
expected that their preparation would enable them to stand on a par 
with oui' b<»st American students. Yet this has been the case, and in 
many instances Porto Rican pupils have received the highest standing 
given in their various classes. Three of the number have already spent 
at least one year in college, and the coming year this number will be 
increased to It), 18 having this year graduated from preparatory schools, 
several of them with the highest honors. 

EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCES AND OATHERINGS. 

Numerous educational meetings have ])een held in various parts of 
the island b}" school superintendents and others at different times 
throughout the school year. At some of these the commissioner, 
assistant commissioner, and other members of the office staff have 
been present and taken part; in other cases they have been conducted 
exclusively by the district superintendents with the aid of their teach- 
ers. Once during the j^ear the commissioner of education, assisted by 
two visiting educational workers from the States — Dr. Charles De 
Garmo, head professor in the science and art of teaching at Cornell 
University, and Dr. E. T. Devine, secretary of the charity organiza- 
tion societ}^ of New York City, and formerly identified with various 
educational enterprises, notably the extension of university teaching 
in the United States — made a tour of the districts of the island, cover- 
ing about ten days' time, in the course of which each of these gentle- 
men delivered between thirtj^ and forty addresses. Some further 
account of this trip will be found in the report of the chief of division 
of school supervision and statistics, in Exhibit I of the Appendix to 
this report. The chief of division of school supervision, Mr. Paul G. 
Miller, and the former chief of the division, now secretary of the 
department, Mr. Alberto F. Martinez, both accompanied us on this 
tour of inspection, acting as interpreters and frequently addressing 
the audiences themselves in the Spanish language. While most of 
thes3 addresses were brief and popular in character, they served the 
double purpose of bringing teachers and officers of the department 
and visiting educators together, thus promoting a better mutual under- 
standing and calling the attention of the public at large to the work 
of the public schools in their midst. 

Perhaps the most important educational conference of the year was 
one which lasted over three days during the Christmas holidays, at 
which time the commissioner called together the district supervisors, 
who held fifteen sessions, devoted to the reading of papers specially 
prepared upon the main subjects of interest in our school work. These 
topics gave rise to free and frank discussion, and to a comparison of 
views, and helped to shape the educational policy of the department 
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in many important respects, as well as to familiarize those who are 
executing that policy with the reasons for many things which doubtless 
previously seemed to be purely arbitrary or disconnected decisions of 
those in authority. 

The questions discussed and the programme which was followed at 
this superintendents' conference are given in full in the report of the 
chief of division of school supervision and statistics in Exhibit I of 
this report. 

To those who are surfeited with a feast of public gatherings and 
educational meetings, as is the case with many teachers in the more 
densely populated parts of the United States, the real meaning and 
significance of our little gatherings can hardly be appreciated. Until 
the more complete development of our normal school and of higher 
educational agencies in the island enables us to enjoy greater advan- 
tages, conferences along the line of those held during the past year will 
have an important bearing upon the development of our educational 
work. 
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DISBrKSEMENTS. 

Office of commisflioner of education: 

Salaries $23,311.40 

Contingent expenses 2, 399. 71 

Text-l)ook8 and school supplies: 

Purchases 39,635.87 

Transportation 999.97 

Oonimon schools: 

Salaries 389, 191 . 75 

Continjrent expenses 12, 391. 17 

Supervisors of schools: 

Salaries 25,010.27 

Contingent expenses 10. 090. 58 

Teachers' institutes and summer normal schools: 

Salaries 2,580.30 

Contingent expenses 764. 87 

High and graded schools: 
Salaries — 

San Juan $12,641.25 

Ponce 6, 062. 75 

Mayaguez 3,482.50 

Fajardo 1,571.25 

23, 757. 75 

Contingent expenses- 
San Juan 579,75 

Ponce 23.33 

603. 08 

Normal school: 

Salaries 11,296.37 

Contingent expenses 1, 666. 02 

Model and practice school: 

Salaries 1,031.00 

Library and museum — Department of education: 

Books and apparatus '^3. 94 

Freight, cataloguing and incidental expenses 31. 62 

$545, 105. 67 

Balance 2,661.47 

The above balance of $2,661.47 will be transferred to the ** University fund,'* as 
provided in section 13, paragraph 4, of **An act to establish the University of Porto 
Kico," etc., approved March 12, 1903. 

Trust Funds, 
school extension in porto rico. 

For the purpose of making clear to everyone the source of these trust funds 
devoted to the work of school extension, I take the liberty of quoting briefly from 
last year's report, as follows: **0n January 2, 1901, there was transferred from the 
general allotment of revenues collected on importations from Porto Rico, act of 
Congress, March 24, 1900, the sum of $200,000 to a fund denominated * School exten- 
sion in Porto Rico,' to be expended under the direction of the commissioner of 
education for the erection of school buildings. This fund was subsequently increased 
in the sum of $137,000 by transfers from the same source." During the present year 
this fund is debtor to allotments in the amount of $102,500, making a grand total 
allotted for this purpose since January 1, 1900, of $439,500. This money should not 
be confused in any way with that appropriated by the legislature, as it is a separate 
and distinct fund allotted by the governor and heads of departments for the above- 
mentioned specific object, in addition to the regular appropriation for the purpose of 
carrying on school work. 

At the close of the fiscal year 1901-2 there remained an actual available balance 
(not including insular normal school) of $106,577.52; this has been augmented dur- 
ing the year by (a) refund, $200; (b) allotments at frequent intervals from funds at 
the disposal of the governor, $102,500; (c) repayments by the municipalities of Bio 
Grande and Cabo Rojo, aggregating $585.37, as provided in resolutions adopted by 
said municipalities to repay one-half the cost of their respective buildings, making a 
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total available fund for the fiscal year 1902-3 of $209,862.89. Below is a statement 
showing receipts and expenditures of same: 

Available fund. 

Julv 1, 1902. To balance $10<>, 577. 52 

Refund 200. Oa 

Allotment on account of the following schoolhouses, one-half 
of which is to be repaid by the corresponding municipali- 
ties: 

Carolina 812,000.00 

San Sebastian 9,0(X).00 

Yauco 9,000.00 

Adjuntas 10,000.00 

Cabo Ro j o 9 , 000 . 00 

Sabana Grande 9,500.00 

San Sebastian 500.00 

Yabucoa 13,000.00 

Bayamon 9,000.00 

JuanaDiaz 12,000.00 

Aiiasco 9,500.00 

102, 500. 00 

Repayments by — 

Rio Grande 285.37 

CaboRojo 300.00 

585. 37 

209, 802. 89 
DislmrsemerUs. 

Salaries (architect, draftsman, and inspectors) 6, 861. 64 

Erection of buildings ( contracts) 58, 832. 79 

Traveling (architect and inspectors) 963. 83 

Insurance (fire insurance on completed buildings) 535. 13 

Contingent expenses (advertising bids, transferring desks to 
new schools, extras not included in contracts, supplemen- 
tary contracts) 1, 852. 15 

09, 045. 54 

Balance 140, 81 7. 35- 

INSULAR NORMAL SCHOOL. 

This account, while strictly speaking a part of the general allotment for school 
extension, has been treated separately upon request of the auditor. This fund had 
to its credit, July 1, 1902, the beginning of the present fiscal year, $21,206.07, com- 
posed as follows: (a) Unexpended balance, *' Construction of roadways and 
approaches," $16.26; (h) unexpended balance, "Normal school building," $250.41; 
(r) unexpended allotment, "Principal's dwelling," $4,000; ((/) unexpended allotment, 
"Model school building," $17,000. It has been disbursed as below, balancing the 
account: 

Available fund, 

July 1, 1902. To balance §21,266.67 

Dii<burseme)itft. 

Construction of roadways and approaches {?16. 2() 

Normal school building 250. 41 

Principal's dwelling 4,000.00 

Model school building 17,000.00 

21,266.67 

teachers' pensions. 

Shortly after the close of the fiscal year 1902-3, active stej^s were taken by the 
Department to secure for this fund the benefits of a law authorv7.m^v\v\\\vvd>^"^\^ 
issue certificates of indebtedness. There waa t\i^Tv ^wa >^\^ VotA VxofsjL'CQ&.^iK^'sc^ 
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municipalitiefl the sum of $21,129.89. Applications were file<l with the treasurer of 
Porto Kico in each case where an imlebteuness existed for the issue of a certificate. 
As a result of this step, nine municipalities respon<ied, forwanling certificates aggre- 
gating $3,570.64; some confirmed tne amount due, while the renmin<ier gave the 
matter no attention whatever. These certificates, while acknowledgments of just 
debts and promises to pay in due time, are of no practical use to the pensioners 
(many of these pensioners have been reporte<l, on good authority, to be in a starving 
condition), owing to other provisions of the same law that authorized them, namely, 
settlement in onier of the priority of indebtedness and a payment of not less than 20 
per cent of the entire certificate per annum. The available funds out of which pay- 
ments to pensioners were l)eing made, became exhauste<i before all claims for the 
quarter ending December 31, 1902, had been settled. Thus it is that certain pen- 
sioners near the end of the list have received no money from this source since Sep- 
tember, 1902. All pensioners are listed in onler of the priority of the approval of 
their claims by the governor, so that those remaining unpaid from the quarter end- 
ing Deceml)er 81, 1^2, will receive first attention upon the acquisition ot funds. 

The department, while powerless to remedy the condition of affairs, has been 
besieged constantly, not only by personal letters from the pensioners and their 
friends, but by callers at this office, in behalf of some pensioner or other, almost 
daily. It has been thought manifestly unwise to receive or consider any new claims 
witli the matter in the present condition. 

The administration of the teachers* pensions trust fund has been as follows: 



Available. 


Disbursements. 


July 1, 1902: 
To balance 




$1,882.08 1 


July 23, 1902: Claim, pertaininif to quar- 
ter, June. 1902 $412 16 


Payments: 
Rio Grande 




228.23 1 


July 1. 1902, to June 30, 1903 1,824.80 

Balance 52.70 


Mayaguez 

Sabana Grande 





126.97 1 

52.88 














2,289.66 


2,289.66 



Miscellaneous Accounts. 

establishment and maintenance op industrial schools in porto rico. 

By an **Act to provide for the establishment and maintenance of industrial schools 
in Porto Rico," approved March 1, 1902, this fund received the sum of $40,521.33, 
representing the unrequired balances of the department of education, fiscal year 
1901-2. It has been disbursed as below: 

Appropriation. 

By transfer of unrequired balances, department of education, fiscal year 

1901-2 $40,521.33 

Disbursements. 

Claims pertaining to fiscal year 1901-2, settled by auditor $126. 74 

Disbursements from July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903: 

Salaries 6,760.48 

Contingent expenses 9, 690. 32 

16,577.54 

Balance 23,943.79 

This balance, while intended for use as specified, can only be expended for pur- 
poses which are not covered by regular appropriations. It pertains to no fiscal year. 

SCHOOLS FOR THE TRAINING OF NURSES. 

By an act of the legislature, entitled * * An act to establish schools for trained 
nurses," approved March 1, 1901, there was appropriated the sum of $3,000, distrib- 
uted equally among the cities of San Juan, Ponce, and Mayaguez. Two of these 
schools have been running during most of the calendar year, and show disburse- 
ments for salaries to instructors during the same period; that of Mayaguez was 
established too late to enter into this report. This appTovT\a.t\o\i v^rtains to no fiscal 
j^ear and Is available until used. 
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Appropriations. 

March 1, 1902— To appropriation as follows: 
Nurses — 

San Juan $1,000.00 

Ponce 1,000.00 

Mayaguez 1,000.00 

3,000.00 
Disbursements. 

From March 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903— Salaries: 
Nurses- 
San Juan $889.32 

Ponce 148.30 

1,037.62 

Balance 1,962.38 

The following miscellaneous accounts are self-explanatory. 

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Appropriation, 

An act making appropriations for the necessary expenses for carrying on 
the government of Porto Rico for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, 
and for other purposes, approved March 1 , 1902 $2, 380. 00 

Disbursements. 

Salaries $1,202.23 

Contingent expenses: 

Books, publications, periodicals, and maps 891 . 73 

Furniture, appliances, and incidental expenses .-... 34. 00 

Freight and expenses 2. 75 

2,130.71 

Balance 249.29 

INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF YOUNG MEN FROM PORTO RICO IN THE UNITED STATES, 

Appropriation. 

An act making appropriations for the necessary expenses of carrying on 
the government of Porto Rico for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, 
and for other purposes, approved March 1, 1902 $10, 000. 00 

Disbursements. 

From July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903 9,906.34 

Balance 93.66 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION OF PORTO RICAN STUDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Appropnatioj}. 

An act making appropriations for the necessary expenses of carrying on 
the government of Porto Rico for the fiscal year ending June 30, li903, 
and for other purposes, approved March 1 , 1902 $5, 000. 00 

Dutbnrsemmts. 

From July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903 4,958.30 

Balance ^^A^ 
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MiSCELLAXKOlH ReCEII»TH. 

Undor the nn»8t»nt Hyutt'in of furnisliinj? all l)Ook8 an<l supplies to pupils gratis it is 
nei'eHHary to hold the 8Ui)erviH<nv, to whom Ixioks and supplies are issued for dis- 
trilmtioii, in ntrict aecountabihty. 

In onler to prote<'t themselves, supervinorH re<iuire a strict accounting from the 
teachers, who, in turn, exercise care in the rt»turn of property by pupils. 

Hookn or unexjH'ndable materials lost must be paid for by pupils, or teachers if 
thev fail to collect from pupils. 

F*rom this source there ha« l)een ri*ceived from time to time during the year 
$1,701.15, duly deposited with the treasurer of Porto Rico. These funds are con- 
sitlcrcd a.« niiscellanetms rei'eipt.s oi the insular government and are in no way avail- 
able for departmental use after being so deposited. 

RECAI'ITULATION. 



Receipts. .Disbursements. 



RoKularuiiproprijition $647,767.14 $545, 10.=). 67 

SclHMil extrnsioii in Porto Rico— trust fund 209,862.89 69,045.54 

Insulur n<»nnal scIkm*!— trust fund 21, 266. 67 21, 266.67 

TeachtTs' in'iisionH— trust fund 1, 877. 50 1, 824. 80 

Establishnu'ut and niaintcnaiure of industrial s('h(M)lK 40,521.33 16,577.54 

Sch(M>ls for tlu' traininjr of nurses , 3, 000. 00 1, 037. 62 

Free public library 2,380.00 • 2.130.71 

Instruction and traininjjr of youuK nicn from Porto Rico in I'nited 

States I 10,000.00 1 9,906.34 

Techni(ral education (jf Porto Riean students in United States 5, 000. 00 i 4, 958. 30 

Balance ' ' 169, 822. 34 



Tota 1 841 , 675. 53 841 , 675. 53 



All outstanding bills against the department for the fiscal year 1902-3 have been 
paid and all accounts rendered to the auditor. 

In closing I desire to record mv appreciation of the efforts of my associates in this 
division during the year and to thank them for their interest and hearty cooperation 
in the work. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 

J. R. WiLDMAN, 

Diabursing Officer and Chief of Division . 
The Commissioner op Education. 



REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF DIVISION OF SUPERVISION AND 

STATISTICS. 

Department of Education op Porto Rico, 

Opfice of the Commissioner, 

S(i7i Juan, July i, 1903. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to present herewith my annual report for the school 
year that has just ended. 

On Octo])er 15, 1902, I was relieved of my duties as supervisor of the San Juan 
district by Mr. L. R. Sawyer, and succeeded Mr. Alberto F. Martinez, under whose 
efficient direction the work of this division had been carried on. 

As heretofore, the district superintendents have been required to visit and report 
on the work of each school every month. They have not been able to do this in ail 
cases on account of bad roads, bad weather, and the large number of schools in some 
districts. 

It has seemed best to use separate blanks for the statistical and professional reports. 
Of the latter the superinten(lents were re(iuired to send a copy to this office, to file 
another copy in their office, and to give the original to the teacher. Much ei'onomy 
of time has been effected by the use of carbon sheets, enabling them to make the 
three copies recjuired at one writing. 

The revised course of study is better fitted to meet present requirements than the 
one in force last year. However, the grading in all of the districts is not as uniform 
as it should be, but I think that in another year this matter will be satisfactorily 
done. 
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At the end of the first term and at the end of the school year samples of piipilfl' 
work have been sent to this office. On the whole steady progress has been mane in 
manjr directions, and many of our schools are doing work equal to that of those 
working under similar conditions in the United States. The subject in which our 
pupils as a rule have been weak is arithmetic, but in some towns surprising results 
have been obtained in this branch, as has been shown by the recent examinations. 

The same interest with which our pupils have studietl English heretofore has been 
manifested during the past year, and, although few opportunities are presented to 
them for conversmg in English with Americans, in a few localities our pupils have 
carried on the work in the various branches in this language. Frye's Grammar 
School Geography, Ames's Hygiene of the Tropics, Eggleston's History of the United 
States, and the Normal Standard Arithmetic — all in English — have been succefsfully 
studied by pupils in the upper grades. 

It may be surprising to state that in general our pupils are not careful in spelling 
and in the correct use of the Spanish language. This may be due to a lack of train- 
ing in exactness and attention to small details, but glaring mistakes in spelling, 
punctuation, and the use of capitals are often found in the written work. Our best 
teachers, some of whom have studied in Spain, say that the pronunciation of the 
children in the country and even those in the cities is rather defective. The use of 
/ for r, 8 for c, U for y, z for «, and h for v are among the most common errors in both 
written and oral expression. However, it is only just to state that in this subject 
satisfactory progress nas been made. 

Since the introduction of American text-books satisfactory progress has been made 
in geography, especially in map drawing. The study of the geography of the I'nited 
States and of Porto Rico has been emphasized in the lower grades, and J am safe in 
saying that most of our pupils have a far better idea of the tJnited States than their 
elders, who only too often are inclined to believe that all Americans in Porto Rico 
are either closelv related or hail from the same village. 

The study of United States history, although naturally somewhat foreign to pupils 
of a different race, language, and customs, has been pursued with as much interest 
as we find among the boys and girls in the United States. 

The writing as a rule is very neat, but lacks rapidity. In the attempt to give let- 
ters their correct form the work is reduced to drawing rather than to the free mus- 
cular movement characteristic of rapid writing. 

Our pupils show special aptitude for music. This is not surprising, however, 
when in a country like this even the illiterate peon at work in the coffee or cane 
field makes verses and composes suitable tunes. Their disposition for drawing is 
also very marked. After these two subjects have been generally introduced into 
our schools we may expect some astonishing results. 

Taken as a whole, the actual work of the schools, due to the active work of our 
corps of superintendents, to the interest and cooperation of our school boards, to the 
honest and untiring efforts of our teachers, who often under the most adverse cir- 
cumstances have devoted themselves to the work of educating and instructing the 
j)upils under their charge, has been highly satisfactory. To one not acquainted with 
conditions here and with the school work as it was only four years ago this state- 
ment may appear exaggerated, but those who have been in this work since the 
American occupation, as well as every fair-minded Porto Rican, will give it full 
credit. If special stress should be laid on any side of our school work in tlie future, 
it should be on the manner and method of doing things rather than on the mere 
acquisition of knowledge. 

In justice to our teachers — both Porto Rican and American — let it be said that as a 
!)o<ly they have undertaken and discharged all their duties willingly and with inter- 
est and devotion to the cause of e<lucation in this island. As in all parts of the world 
there have been shirks, who view teaching as a bread-winning trade rather than as 
a profession, but there are also those who at the (^ost of great i)ersonal sacrifices have 
<lone everything in their power to make their schools rank among the best in Porto 
Rico. There are those who have devoted themselves to the study of new subjects, 
an<l some who have gone to the United States this summer to improve themselves by 
travel, by the acquisition of English, and by pursuing summer courses in various 
lines. If the work of some teachers has not' been successful it has ])een due to the 
lack of proper preparation rather than to lack of willingness on their part. As the 
teaching force of Porto Rico increases in numbers it would be wise graaually to raise 
the standard by reexamining those whose work is unsatisfactory on account of weak- 
ness in scholarship, renewing licenses only after they pass a successful examination. 
While this may work hardships to these teachers and their families, it is only just to 
the school children of Porto Rico to demand that all their teachers shall not only be 
willing but also competent workers. 

8611—04 3 
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It ban l)e('OiiH* iKH'eHsary, however, to nuHpend an<l (lisniips eleven teachers during 
the [WHt school year. Of thew, three are Americans an«l eight Porto Ricans. Four 
were (lis!ni»8e<l for neglwt of «luty; one for incomiH?t^ncy; one for cruel treatment of 
a pupil, and two for in)proi>er conduct. Three teachers* were suspended for a short 
pericxl for ni»glect of <lutv, but were reinstateil later on. A note of the facts has been 
made on their individual re<*ord». 

I also have to reiM)rt that six teachers— five rural and one graded — have died in 
the 8er\4ce during the past school year. 

A superintendents* conference was held at the oflSces of the department on Decem- 
ber 29, 30, and 31, 1902, at which various subjects of current interest in the educa- 
tional affairs of Porto Rico were thoroughly discussed. Of the conferences held thus 
far it is my candid oi)inion that this one was the most successful for two reasons: 
First, on account of the greater maturitv of judgment acquired by the superintend- 
ents as a body by longer exj^rience in tf)e servic'e regarding existing conclitions and 
the solution of snecial difficulties; second, because all of the various subjects assigned 
were announcea long enough l^eforehand to enable those presenting them to make 
the necessary preparation. 

The following progranmie was prepared by the writer and was carried out in all its 
details: 

Monday, December 29, 1902: 

8.30 a. m. — A statement of the powers and duties of supervis- 
ors: (a) In their relation to the department; 
(/>) in their relation to the school boards; (c) in 
their relation to the teachers; ((/) in their rela- 
tion to the public Mr. Sawyer. 

10.00 a. m. — Things to do and observe on visiting a school Mr. Lynch. 

1.30 a. m. — Common errors in methods found in our schools, 

and how to correct them Mr. Roberts. 

3.00 p. m. — Errors in discipHne, and how to correct them... Mr. Landron. 
7.30 p. m. — A heparate course of study for the rural schools.. Mr. Ducout. 

8.30 p. m. — Monthly reports Mr. Eckman. 

Tuesday, December 30, 1902: 

8.30 a. m. — Grading, promotion, and graduation of pupils... Mr. Wood. 
10.30 a. m. — The distribution and care of books and supplies, 
with a consideration of the texts to be used in 

each grade Mr. Fajardo. 

1.30 p. m. — Needed changes in the school laws Mr. Northrup. 

3.00 p. m. — Special subjects, such as music, drawing, kinder- 
garten work, sloyd, etc Miss Ankrom. 

7.30 p. m. — The teaching of English Mr. Kellev. 

8.30 p. m. — The teaching of the Spanish language Mr. Rodriguez. 

Wednesday, December 31, 1902: 

8.30 a. m. — A criticism of the course of study Mr. Conant. 

10.00 a. m. — The agricultural school '. Mr. Hutchinson. 

1.30 p. m. — Teachers: (a) Minimum age and experience quali- 
fications; (6) tenure of office; (c) graded salaries Mr. Miller. 
2.00 p. m. — A discussion of questions placed in the question 
box during the conference. 

These discussions have materially aided in shaping the policy of this department, 
and some of the additions and changes made in the school law were first suggested 
in this conference. The papers presented are all on file in this oflSce. 

On the invitation of the commissioner of education, Dr. Charles De Garmo, dean 
of the pedagogical department of Cornell University, and Dr. Edward T. Devine, 
secretary of the charity organization society of New York, came to the island to lec- 
ture on educational subjects. The following schedule of conferences was carried out: 

March W. — Proceed to Aguadilla by boat, arriving at 12 m. Hold conferences at 
Aguadilla at 2.30 p. m. and at 8 p. m. 

March 21. — Take coaches in the morning to Camuy, stopping at Quebradillas for 
lunch. Take train at Camuy at 2.30 p. m. for Arecibo, arriving there at 3 p. m. 
Hold conferences at Arecibo at 3.30 p. m. and at 8 p. m. 

March 22. — Go from Arecibo to tJtuado in coaches; from there to Adjuntas on 
horseback; from there to Ponce by coach. 

March 23. — Three meetings in Ponce, at 9 a. m., 1.30 p. m., and at 8 p. m. 

March ;^-^.— Proceed from Ponce to Juana Dfaz, stopping to dedicate school there; 
going then to Coamo. Hold conference at Coamo at 10.30 a. m. Leave Coamo at 
1 p. m. for Gu«'^yama by way of Cayey. 
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March 25. — Hold three conferences in Guayama, at 8.30 a. m., at 1.30 p. m., and at 
8 p. m. 

March 26. — Hold conference at 8.30 a. m. Leave Guayama at 11 a. m., arrivinor at 
Ponce at 7 p. m., together with governor's party. 

March 27. — Laying of corner sione of the Koosevelt Industrial School in Ponce at 
8.30 a. m. Proceed to Yauco by special train, holding conferences there at 3 p. m. 
and at 8 p. m. 

March 28. — Proceed to Mayaguez via San German by coach. Hold conferences at 
Mayaguez at 3 p. m. and at 8 p. m. 

March 29. — Leave Mayaguez at 6.15 a. m. and proceed to San Juan by way of 
Aguadilla and Camuy, arriving Sunday night in San Juan. 

March SO. — Conferences in San Juan at 8.30 a m., 1.30 p. m., and at 8 p. m. 

March SO, March Sly and April 1. — Educational exhibit of the San Juan district in 
the Lincoln graded school, on Allen street. 

In addition to the gentlemen already named, the party consisted of the commis- 
sioner of education, Mr. A. F. Martinez, secretary of this department, who, in addi- 
tion to doing nearly all of the interpreting, also delivered several addresses, and the 
writer, who accompanied the party as manager, did some interpreting and gave 
several addresses. 

The preliminary arrangements for the conferences in the various towns were made 
by the different district superintendents. Everywhere the party was cordially 
received and entertained with that hospitality so characteristic of the Porto Rican 
people. 

The meetings were well attended, both by teachers and by the general public. 

One of the things that deserves special mention during this trip is the' laying of the 
corner stone of the Roosevelt Industrial School in Ponce on the morning of March 27, 
1903. On this occasion appropriate addresses were made to a large and appreciative 
audience by the Hon. W. H. Hunt, governor of Porto Rico; the commissioner of 
education, and Mr. Pedro J. Foumier, one of the leading citizens of Ponce. The 
corner stone was laid by the daughter of the President of the United States, Miss 
Alice Roosevelt, who visited Ponce at that time. 

In Mayaguez, due to the simultaneous visits of the commissioner's party and that 
of the governor and Miss Roosevelt, the interest of the public naturally centered in 
the latter, and the audience was not as large as it has been on similar occasions. 

The last conference was held in San Juan and was attended by teachers from 
seven different districts. 

The attendance of teachers at these conferences in the various places was as follows: 



A guadilla 63 

Arecibo 68 

Ponce 84 

Coamo 82 

Guayama 48 



Yauco 50 

Mayaguez 93 

San Juan 219 



Total . 



707 



In addition to the general conferences, of which I have just spoken, several of our 
district superintendents have also held meetings at stated intervals, at which the 
teachers had an opportunitv to exchange views on matters pertaining directly to 
their work and superintendents presented new phases of school work to be intro- 
duced. They have also aided these superintendents in unifying the work of their 
respective districts and in creating a degree of enthusiasm whic3i is hard to obtain 
otherwise. 

The meetings in the Yauco district, in charge of Mr. Lynch; those of the Aibonito 
district, in charge of Mr. Landr6n, and a large gathering of teachers at Mayaguez 
during the Easter recess, under the direction of Mr. Mellowes, deserve special 
mention. 

For the occasion of the conferences at San Juan the teachers of this district, under 
the direction of Mr. Sawyer, and those of San Juan High and Graded school, under 
the direction of Miss Emily H. Beckwith, had prepared an exhibit of pupils' work, 
which was held in the Lincoln Graded School of this city. Short addresses were 
made at this school on the days that the exhibit was open to the public. It was 
visited by nearly 400 teachers and large numbers of outsiders, who took the greatest 
interest in examining the work of the various branches. While this exhibit showed 
that in general great progress has been made, it also impressed one acquainted with 
conditions here that there is still much to be done toward doing away with teach- 
ing mere words instead of things and ideas. However, some of the work in arith- 
metic, physiology, and language was exceptionally good, as w^as also the whole 
exhibit of the kindergarten and the San Juan Industrial School. 

The Mayaguez schools also presented an exhibit onWift oc,eas^oTiQ^.'0cv^<y2rc&^^^ 
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there. Mr. Mellowen, our HuiHTinteiulent in that (listriot, had also jrathered together 
a colliH'tion of curioH a!i<l i>r(Miu<'t»» of that wetion of the island, which, together with 
the exhibit, attracte<l wicie attention. 

In several towns of the inland similar exhibits were planned and held on the last 
day of the school year. Aniongtheni, one that deserves 8]>ecial mention was that made 
by the teachers of the Bayainon district, which was a good criterion of what can be 
done in elementary manual training, such as cutting, pasting, folding, modeling, and 
drawing. 

In accordance with an act providing for the e<lucation of certain younjc men and 
women in the normal school at Kio Pie<lraM, competitive examinations for 28 free 
si'holarships were hehl in the various s<;hool districts on June 6, 6, and 8, 1903. 
Originally, a))out 2^0 applications were received, asking for admission to this 
examination. Of thi»se, nearly 1(X) were Rejected, as the applicants did not come 
within the conditions prescriljed by law. Of those examined, only a small per cent 
passe<l; some of them, however, * with very high marks. The reviewing board 
awarded 20 scholar8hiy)s to the following peiions: 

First district. — Luis ()intn')n, Manatf. 

S'rt/ml (llstrlrt. — Angela Gonzalez Santiago,, and Manuel Rodriguez Babilonia, Are- 
cibo; lyorenzo C'oballes (Jandfa, Camuy. 

Third district. — I^)aiza Cor<lero and Rafael Lluch, Yauco; Carmen de la Fuentas 
Vargas, Adjuntas; Aleio CJuevara, Isabela. 

Fourth district. — America Puig and Adela Ramirez, Mayaguez; Domingo Panaini, 
San (feriiian; Juan Herrera, Aguada. 

FijVi district. — Miguel Haldonado, Peiluelas; Julia Irizarri, Ponce. 

Sixth district. — Luis M. Morales and I^opoldo Castro, Guayama; Catalina Baez, 
Caguas. 

Seventh district. — Medardo Carazo Gonzalez, Carolina; Francisco Vizcarrando Coro- 
nado and Luisa Guzman Berrios, Fajardo. 

Eight places are still vacant, but will probably be filled before the opening of the 
coming school year. This examination was base<l on the requirements of the eighth 
grade of the common school course, covering the following subjects: English lan- 
guage, Spanish language, arithmetic, geography, history, elementary science, ci\il 
government, and writing. 

Pupils not candidates for free scholarships, who were pursuing the studies of this 
grade, also took this examination for the common school diploma. 

With the exception of a small class that was graduated from the eighth grade in 
Ponce last year, this is the first time that examinations of this character were held 
in Porto Rico since the American occupation. 

These diplomas entitle the holders to enter any high or normal school in Porto 
Rico without further examination; and many of the pupils who have received these 
diplomas will continue their studies in a secondary school and will be valuable acqui- 
sitions to the schools they may enter. Diplomas have been granted as follows: 

San Juan High and Graded School, 11; Ponce High and Graded School, 10; Pujals 
Street Graded School, Ponce, 5; Columbus Graded School, Yauco, 4; Adams Graded 
School, Sabana Grande, 2; Antonia Martinez Graded School, San Germdn, 6; Farra- 
gut Graded School, Mayaguez, 24; Isabela (xraded School, 3; Camuy Graded School, 
3; Jefferson Graded School, Arecibo, 6; in all, 74 common school diplomas have 
been granted. 

In addition to these a few^ pupils, who had an average of 70 per cent but fell below 
the minimum in one branch, have been given an opportunity to make up this sub- 
ject during the summer vacation. If at the end of the sunmier vacation they pass a 
satisfactory examination in this subject, they will then receive a diploma. 

A few pupils who were not candidates for the conmion schbol aiploma, but who 
wished to enter the normal school, also took this examination. Those who succeeded 
in passing will be allowed to enter the normal school without further examination. 

As usual, legal holidays were observed by the schools in a proper manner, and 
the reports of the district superintendents will give an account ot all the public exer- 
(uses carried out in the various districts. One of these, however, deserves special 
mention. I refer to the Arbor Day exercises which were held for the first time in 
all the schools of the island on December 6, 1902. This day was instituted by law, 
the bill having been introduced in the second session of the first legislative assembly 
by Mr. Domenech, of Ponce, a very progressive Porto Rican gentleman. 

A pamphlet, which served as a valuable guide, was prepared by the department 
and distributed to all the teachers. Every pupil in the public schools was given an 
opportunity to vote for an emblematic tree for Porto Rico. The following report 
explains the result of the vote: 

According to the reports which have just been tabulated, there were 7,106 trees 
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With renpiM't to the vreneral e<hn"at»<)i^Al.n>nfeiviu-es as at present i'on«lucted in 
Portr> Rico, I l>eK to state that these Voniereni-es have pro<luce<l goo«i results by 
arousing; puhlir r>pinion in favoi^ of j^ur- public schools, an<l as evi<lence of this fact 
we nee<T only note that at yie*«i¥^s^nt* time the [>eople of Porto Ri<'o are willingly 
j(ivin;r one-fourth of th^r'iu'iftufti' taxes towanl the cause of e<lucation. It would 
«eein, therefore, thatthi* f*nie*ha<l come to intnxiuce tejichers' institutes such aj* we 
have in the Unit»iStietefl,«Vhere teachers not only listen to le<'tures, some of which 
may <lo littl^ to^ft} efdin^ them <lire<'tly in their teachinjj, but where they them- 
selves arjf rauuir^^ to take part in the work of the institute. For these institutes 
teachc;rAnt)ulrJ.l)e gathered in centers like San Juan, Mayaguez, and Pom^e, and be 
dryft<^-hV/fi^tho<lH of teaching the i*onimon school subjects and in the fundamental 
yriflcH^lTes of teaching, organizing them into classes in charge of (\>nductors specially 
<ll»altfied for this kind of work in8tea<l of having them listen to lecturers or lecturing 
"^ ihemselvew on metho<lH which they do not practice. I l)elieve that in the near future 
* we should have a competent man as instructor of i)e<lagogv and institute conductor 
for the entire island. This institute conductor could l)e aideii by the district super- 
intendents and the most competent teachers of the various districts. 

In dosing this report, I wish to make acknowledgment of the valuable assistance 
of Mr. (t. S. Ni(!e, who, in perfonning the statistical work of this division, has intro- 
duced a high degree of accuracy in our system of gathering and reconling school 
statistics. I resjiectfully refer you to his report for the statistics of the school year 
that has just closed. 

The relations sustained by me with the other employees of this department and 
the district suy)erintendents have been most cordial, and it is due largely to their 
prompt and friendly cooperation that the work of this division has been carried 
forwarrl. I am especially indebted to the assistant commissioner of education and 
to yourself for many timely suggestions, friendly criticisms, and needed counsel, for 
all of which I desire to express my sincere thanks. 

Resr>ectfully submitted. 

Paul G. Miller, 
Chief of Division of Supervision and l^atistics. 

Hon. Samuel M. Lindsay, 

Commissioner of Education. 



Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juany September 15, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith statistics for the public schools of Porto 
Rico, compiled from superintendents' and teachers' reports returned to this oflSce 
during the school year beginning September 29, 1902, and ending June 26, 1903. 

There were enrolled in all the schools, common and special schools, 70,216 pupils, 
an increase of 8,353 pupils (about 13 per cent) over the number enrolled the previous 
year. 

The attendance throughout the year has averaged 36,308 pupils each day, includ- 
ing pupils attending evening classes. In the common schools alone the average daily 
total attendance has been 34,272 pupils, an increase of 4,112 over the previous year 
(about 14 per cent). 

The average daily per cent of attendance in each common school was 83.81 per 
cent and during the previous year 79.71 per cent. 

Each school was kept during an average of 18.98 days in each school month and 
an average total of 171.85 days for the year. 

At the beginning of the year 914 common schools were opened. During the month 
of April there were 1,014 schools open; during the month of June, 1,005, and for the 
year an average during each month of 965 schools. In all there have been 1,026 
schools, not including special schools, open at some time during the year in 717 dif- 
ferent school buildings. 

There were 1,220 different teachers employed during some portion of the year in 
the common schools, with an average of 1,056 each month. 

In the special schools 89 classes have been taught by a total of 134 teachers. 

Estimatmg the total population of the island and the total population of school age 
(5 to 18 years) at, respectively, 1,000,907 and 377,200, assumes a constant rate of 
increase during the past twenty years (1883-1903). Where a total or school popula- 
tion is referred to, these estimates, unless otherwise indicated, have been used. 

For every 100 of the school population 19 pupils were enrolled during the year 
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and an average of 10 pupils were taught per day, and for every 100 of the total popu- 
lation 7 pupils were enrolled during the year and an average of 4 pupils per clay 
actually taught. 

The aggregate number of days' attendance (6,168,907.5) in the common schools 
alone shows ninety-six days* schooling given for each pupil enrolled <luring the 
year, nineteen days' schooling given for each individual of school age, and six days' 
schooling given for each individual, of the total population. 

The methods employed in ascertaining averages and in combining statistics to 
form the following tables have been, as nearly as possible, the methods employed 
by the United States Bureau of Education. 

Respectfully, yours, Gail 8. Nice, 

Statistical tSu.jM'rrisor. 
Hon. S. M. Lindsay, 

Coimnissioner of Education for Porto Rico. 



RESUME, 1902-3. 

1. Total population of the island: 

Census of 1899 958,243 

Estimated 1903 ( basis, census of 1883 and 1899 ) L 0(K), 907 

2. Total school population (5 to 18 years): 

Census of 1899 322,393 

Estimated 1903 (basis, census of 1883 and 1899) 377, 200 

3. Number of school districts in the island 19 

4. Num ber of superintendents in the island 19 

5. Number of municipalities in the island 46 

6. Number of local scnool boards in the island 46 

7. Number of members of each local school board 3 

8. Number of schools open at end of the year (graded, 417; rural, 588) . . 1, 005 

Number of special schools open at end of year 82 

All schools open at end of the year 1 , 087 

9. Average number of common schools open each month 965 

Average number of special schools open each month 80 

Average number of schools open each month 1 , 045 

10. Average number of common schools per district during the year. . . 54 

11. Number of buildings in use for schools at end of the year, not includ- 

ing special schools (town, 129; rural, 588) 717 

12. Average number of American teachers employed each month, not 

including special schools 110 

13. Average number of teachers employed in the common schools each 

month 1,056 

Average number of teachers emploved in the special schools each 

month 1 102 

Average number of teachers employed each month 1 , 158 



14. Number of teachers employed at end of year, not including special 
schools: 
White- 
Males 665 

Females 343 



Total 1,008 



Colored — 

Males 46 

Females 43 



Total 89 



White and colored — 

Males 711 

Females 386 



Total 1,097 
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15. Avi*raj?(» nunilHT of tt»arlu»rH i>er <lij^trirt <lurinjr the yt»ar, not includ- 

injf H{KHrial wIiooIh .* 64 



Ifi. Total nunilHT of (liffen»nt tearlivn* eini>loytHl in the oomnion s<*hools 
during the vear: 
Wliite— * 

■VI aU^H 743 

Fenialea 383 



Total 1,126 



OoloriMi — 

Males 49 

Females 45 



Total 94 



White and colored- 
Males 792 

Females •. 428 



Total 1,220 

Total number of different teachers employed in the special schools 

during the year 134 



Total number of teachers employed during the year in all 

schools 1 , 354 



17. Total numl)erof Americiin teachers employed in the common schools 
during the year: 

Males 58 

Females 78 



Total 136 



18. Numl)er of pupils enrolled in all the schools, including special 
schools: 
White- 
Males 32, 827 

Females 21,707 



Total 54,534 



Colored — 

Males 12, 399 

Females 8, 639 



Total 21,038 



White and colored — 

Males 45 , 226 

Females 30, 076 



Total 75,572 

Reenrollments or duplicates 5, 356 



Total number of different pupils actually enrolled 70, 216 

Total number of different pupils actually enrolled in the common 

schools 64, 039 



Total number of different pupils actually enrolled in the special 
schools 1 6, 177 



19. Average number of pupils enrolled each month in the common 

schools 44, 657 

Average number of pupils enrolled each month in the special schools . 2, 951 



A verage n um ber of pupils enrolled each. moiv.t\\ \\\ «\\ ^c\ioo\^ . 47 , 608 
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20. Average enrollment per school during the year, not including special 

schools 4(J 

Average number of pupils enrolled per school for the whole year, 
not mduding si)ecial schools, and not including reenrollnients or 
duplicates 6S 

21. Average number of pupils per district during the year, not includ- 

ing special schools *. 3, 370 

22. Average total attendance per month in each school, not including 

special schools 710 



23. Average daily attendance during the year for the whole island in 

the common schools 34, 272 

Average daily attendance during the year in the special schools, 
including pupils attending evening classes 2, 036 



Average daily attendance during the year in all schools 36, 308 



24. Average daily attendance in each common school during the year.. 36 

Average daily attendance in each special school during the year ... 25 



Average daily attendance in all schools, per school, includ- 
ing evening classes 61 

25. Average daily attendance during the year, per district, not includ- 

ing special schools 1, 804 

26. Total number of weeks the schools were kept during the year 36 

Number of days in each school week 5 

Number of school days in the year 180 

27. Average number of days each school was actually kept 171 

28. Per cent of estimated total population enrolled in all schools 7 

Per cent of total population (census 1899) enrolled in all schools ... 7. 4 

29. Per cent of estimated school population enrolled in all schools 18. 6 

Per cent of school population (census 1899) enrolled in all schools. . 21. 7 

30. Per cent of estimated total population attending daily 8. 6 

Per cent of total population (census 1899) attending daily 3. 8 

Per cent of enrolled population, not including special schools, at- 
tending daily (i. e..the average daily per cent of attendance in 

common schools) 84 

31. Per cent of estimated school population attending daily 9. 6 

Per cent of school population (census 1899) attendnig daily 1 1. 3 

32. Per cent of colored i>upils in the total enrollment 28 

33. Per cent of colored teachers in the total immber employed, not in-. 

eluding teachers in special schools \ 8 

34. Per cent of increase in number of pupils enrolled in all schools 

over the number enrolled during 1901-2 13 

35. Per cent of men in teaching force, not including teachers in special 

schools 65 

36. Estimated value of all insular school buildings « $427, 312. 21 

37. Average cost of the common schools, not inchiding special schools 

(but including cost of administrative expenses of the department 
of education in the insular government, and not including the 
expenditures of the municipalities), has iDeen as folllows: 

Per pupil enrolled $7. 97 

Per pupil attemling 14. 77 

Average cost of all schools, including si)ecial schools (and including 
the administrative expenses of the department of education in 
the insular government, but not including expenditures of the 
municipalities) has been as follows: 

Per pupil enrolled 7. 99 

Per pupil attending 15. 47 

« Including every expense incurred within the last four years in connection with 
the acquisition of proj^rty by the insular government and with t.\\^ <st<iv:^k'5pft. 'axv^ 
maintenance of school buildings. 
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38. Average cost of the coiniium pcIiooIh, not including 8pe<*ial schools, 
t<» tht» inuiiicinalitii'H (in a^ldition to the al)ove cost to the insular 
t'overnnient) nixt* lKH»n an followH: " 

IVr [uipil enrolknl $2.33 

Ter i)ui>il atten<lin>r 4. 37 

89. The monthly nalary of teachers, aw lixe<l by law, during the year 
HH)2-.S han lH»en as follows: '> 

Rural ttwhers $30. 00 

< Jnuled teachers and teachers of Knglish 50. 00 

Principal teachers 75. 00 

To all of which amounts are a<lded an allowance for house rent, as fol- 
lows: 

Rural teachers, not less than S3. 00 

( iraded and principal teachers and teachers of Knglish, not less than . 6. 00 

STATISTIC '.\L TABLES. 

1. .Actual enrollment of pupils on the last <lay of each month: by districts and 
by municipalities for the connnon schools; and the total enrollment in both 
common schools and special schools for the entire island; by color and sex 
distribution. 
II. Total number of j)upils enrolled frcmi the beginning of the year to the end 
of each month: by school districts, by municipalities, and total for the 
island distributed by color and sex for the common schools; the same for 
the special schools; and the total for the island for the special schools. 

III. Ap^rejrate number of days' attendance: by school districts and by municipali- 

ties; total for the island for common schools, and also for the special 
schools. 

IV. Average number of pupils taught each day: by months, by school districts, 

by municipalities; and total average for the common schools; also the same 
for the special schools. 
V. Average number of days each school was kept: by school districts, by munici- 
palities, and average for the whole island for common schools; and also for 
the special schools. 

VI. Average daily percent of attendance: by months, by school districts, by 
municipalities, and the total average for the island for the common schools; 
and also for the special schools. 
VII. Total enrollment, excluding reenroUments or duplicates: for common schools 
and for the special schools, and total for both common and special schools. 
VIII. Total and school population: by school districts, by municipalities; and per 
cent of school population enrolled as attending in the common schools; and 
per cent of school population attending at the end of the year: by school 
districts; and average age of all pupils attending during the year: by munici- 
palities, and average age of all pupils attending the special schools. 

IX. Number of teachers employed: by months, by school districts, and by munici- 
palities and total for the whole island; greatest number of different teachera 
employed during the year: by classes, by school districts, by municipalities, 
ancl by sex and color distribution; total number of teachers employed during 
the year: by classes, by school districts, and by municipalities, for common 
schools only. 
X. Number of schools open during each school month: by school districts, by 
municipalities, and total for the island; greatest number of schools open at 
any time during the year: by grades, by school teachers, by municipalities, 
and total for the island, for the common schools; number of schools open, 
by months and by classes, for special schools. 

XI. Number of buildings in use for schools: by school districts, by municipalities, 

and total for the island: classified as town and rural schools. 
XII. Expenses incurred by local school boards: bv months during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1903: by school districts, by municipalities, and totaf for 
the island; and indebtedness of each school board in the several munici- 
palities at the close of the fiscal year. 

« The municipalities incurred practically no expense for the special schools. 
& Special teachers as per special contract. 
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XIII. Summary of school statistics, showing the nmnber of schools open; number 
of teachers employed; number of pupils enrolled as attending at the end of 
each month; number of pupils enrolled from the beginning of the school 
year to the end of each school month, excluding duplicates; the average 
enrollment; average daily attendance; average number of days the schools 
were kept; aggregate number of days' attendance; average daily percent 
of attendance; total average daily attendance; average age ot pupils enrolled; 
and cost of the schools to the municipalities: by months for the whole 
island and average for the year, also the same statistics for school districts, 
in the common schools, and the same for all the special schools. 
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Table I. — Actual enrolhneut of pupih on the InM dmj f/f mrh month; Iff districts and % 

Hch^iols and ihf uprcin/ schools for the 



1^ 



XSanJimn.... 



fCnniUna 

\Rio Grande , 






San Ijt^Tvnxo , 



C^s"ft^ - 



'- 11 If 



MunlclpAlUr 



tPatinai* . 

[Alb*>niU) . 
^Barrot' .., 
[Comerio . 



[Coiimo 

Pouee 



[Lejiis 

Sabftua Gmtide , 
Yttuco. 



{€a\K} Rojo . . . 
MaHeaij. 
Ban German . 



(AHafico. 
Lm Marias , 



{AguadB 
AgUAilUla 
San Sebaatlan . 



fCftmnj .. 
|Areoibo. 



fAdjunt^. 



niftmiti.. 



rrort Aim ... 
\VGga Bajti., 

Bayam6ii ._ 

Total. 



Oclobcr, 1^. 



Wliltc. 



MaleK. 



mal^. 



3S»S 
31 a 



408 
756 



16,980 



442 ; 

u,! 

S2» i 
127 

im I 

I 

18.7 

121 

115 

201 
4aO 



331 

ism 

4? 

777 

297 
245 
475 

394 
65 
394 

304 
S3 
72& 

ISl 
G9a 
3S3 

M5 
881 

700 
S22 

207 
52Q 



13C 
451 

255 
202 

281 
95 
lOtf 

232 
^4 

m 
m 

42^ 
195 

227 
24 

119 
253 
103 

223 
17ft 
64 

im 

197 
434 



53 
332 

221 

503 



19B 

35ti 
IM 

491 
14f5 

149 
363 

147 
211 
123 



4&4 
&16 



10,853 



CokatA. 



Malifi. 



Fi- 



Total. 



127 
3,-59 I 



152 
&2 
107 

»i 
71 
144 



168 
12tf 

S57 

m 

5& 
70 
42 

258 
19J 
45 

474 

49 
135 
210 

97 
27 
157 



17 
255 

«2 
147 
3H 

70 
37 



55 

22 
34 

32 
14'J 
1^ 

127 
233 

491 



*11 

sflu ; 

12tf ! 
252 

134 ; 
45 
63 , 

5C I 
33 

»7 ! 

15 
129 
59 

155 
41 



39 
11 

131 
41 



29 
98 
15fl 



18 
125 

IQD 

8 

197 

52 
128 
24 

29 
38 

256 

25 

22 
21 

L5 

103 

1 

121 
19S 

357 



0.538 



4,5!^ 



Aggre- 



S47 
1.61^ 



! 3,(365 

915 I 

329 ! 

437 I 

670 I 

757 I 

504 I 

256 I 
1,27« 

763 j 



1,127 I 
26** : 



44'i 



9tWj 
782 
1S7 



2*111 



53J^ 
675 
I 1,283 



7&9 

1G3 

l.OOg 



162 
1,680 



404 

1*324 

643 



1.300 
620 



1*776 

54« 



400 



442 
H49 
450 



944 
1,650 



2,182 



2,!59 
2t24i> 

1.6^1 

1,931 

1,3^ 
1,W9 



1,931 
2,111 



2,4% 
1.970 
2,565 

2, an 

1,930 
2,324 

1,338 

1,741 



2,594 
2,182 
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municipalities for (lie common schools; and the total enrollment in both the common 
entire island; by color and sex distribution. 



November, 1902. 



White. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



174 ! 

468 i 
345 j 

355 

128 , 
170 

343 ' 

440 

201 

122 
5G7 
413 

438 
12G 

197 
480 
293 

388 

300 

80 



411 

<)7 

403 

318 

78 

750 I 



S9t> ! 
372 I 

735 j 
349 ; 

213 : 

558 1 

2S7 
409 . 

:^2 

497 
771 

838 



103 
467 

264 
221 

289 
96 
102 

237 
265 
94 

84 
439 
219 

259 
24 

126 
263 
120 



190 
67 



307 1 168 
270 218 

502 449 



280 
52 
345 

235 
44 
530 



184 i 116 
756 376 

406 j 200 



Colored. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



373 

187 

514 

157 I 

152 
386 

167 
271 
129 

320 

478 



115 
352 

251 
413 

150 
66 
96 ; 



75 
152 

43 
169 
140 

387 
89 

58 
65 
41 



201 
55 

509 

50 
144 
234 

116 
27 
165 

104 
12 
263 

65 
159 
41 

74 
36 



57 

18 
31 

39 

144 

16 

141 
237 

497 



17.983 11.499 6,814 



79 
355 



Total. 



133 

277 ! 



133 
46 



62 
41 
95 

19 
146 
63 

168 
41 

24 
29 
10 

164 
138 
53 

364 

29 
108 
162 

43 

18 

128 

99 

9 



56 
133 

28 

28 
40 

268 ! 
25 ; 

19 I 
22 I 

18 I 

115 ! 

1 ' 

134 
203 1 



471 
1,616 



1,116 
1,256 



927 
336 
466 



741 
821 
542 



268 

1,321 

835 



1,252 
280 



405 
837 
464 



1,074 
829 
255 



554 

740 

1,347 



849 

164 

1,041 



756 

143 

1,721 



421 

1,424 
672 



1,371 
635 



1,8.53 

588 



Aggre- 
gate. 



402 



511 
939 

478 



1,092 
1,689 



378 ' 2,328 



4,780 



2,087 
2,372 

1,729 

2,104 

2,424 
1,532 

1,706 



2,158 
2,249 



2,641 

2,054 I 

2,620 : 

2,517 I 
2,006 
2,441 I 
1.399 j 



December, 1902. 



White. 



^^'^^' m^ls.\^'^'^' m'al^s. 



Fe- 



Colored. 



226 



468 
360 



151 
171 

338 I 
443 , 
:222 ■■ 

127. 
549 I 
391 

457 
129 

190 
464 
290 

388 
302 
86 

802 

313 

268 
521 

417 
68 
423 

334 
102 
751 

189 
793 
412 

930 
395 

743 
377 

214 
611 I 



134 

465 I 

263 i 
223 

290 ! 
110 I 
96 ' 
I 
237 
283 
110 

92 
432 
214 

257 
24 

130 
268 
117 

243 

196 

69 

562 

168 
219 
449 

285 

53 

368 

248 

60 

539 

115 
402 
206 

390 
196 

540 
164 

155 
415 





330 


190 




407 


288 




3(>8 


124 


1,928 








.513 


:-25 




778 


485 


2,781 






2, 328 


864 


610 



130 

^8 

258 
416 

151 
72 
105 

100 
81 
164 

44 
164 
145 

411 
92 

61 
63 
43 

284 

209 

63 

510 

50 
144 

228 

120 

27 

im 

107 

11 

261 

C>6 
161 
44 

80 
33 

344 
5<) 

18 
36 

50 

142 

16 

151 
243 

507 



41,076 



18,473 , 11,839 ' 6.975 



Fe- 



Total. 



88 
356 


578 
1,607 


134 
280 


1,123 
1,279 


125 
51 
99 


926 
3W 
471 


60 
37 
103 


735 

844 
599 


16 
138 
64 


279 

1,283 

814 


179 
42 


1,304 

•287 


24 
31 
10 


405 
826 
460 


172 
147 
60 


1,087 
854 
278 


354 


2,228 


29 
106 
166 


560 

737 

1,364 


44 
18 
133 


86«) 

166 

1,090 


103 
9 

178 


79'> 

182 

1,729 


56 
135 
31 


426 

1,491 

693 



30 
42 



23 I 

23 

116 

1 

135 

200 : 



1,430 
666 

1,911 
_62^i 

4or) 

1,085 

593 
953 : 
509 ' 



1,124 
1,706 : 



a^ ! 



4a5 I 2,416 ■ 



Aggre- 
gate. 



2.185 
2.402 

1,781 

2, 178 

2,376 
1,591 



2,219 
2.228 



2,661 



2, 703 

2, 610 
2, 096 
2, 532 
1,491 

2,055 



2, 830 
2,416 



4,880 j. 



.1 



42. 167 
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Table 1. — Actual enrollment of pnplh on the Inst day of each month; liy districtM and hy 

schoftls and itie special schools for the entire 



g5 



October. 1902. 



Municiptility. 



HPECIAL SCHOOLS. 



White. 



I MaleH. 



Normal »fh<M)l. 
MwlelHchool... 
High (M'h(H)l8: 

Fajardo 

Mayafoiez. . 

Ponce 

San Juan .. 



Fe- 

malew. 



39 ; 

39 I 
9S i 



132 
75 



Industrial schools: 

Mayaguez 

Ponce 

San Juan 



Night schools: 

Aguadilla 

Afbonito 

Barnw 

Bayam6n 

CaguaN 

Camuy 

Carolina 

Cayey 

Ooamo 

Comerio 

Fajardo 

Humacao 

J nana Diaz 

Lajas 

Mayaguez 

Ponce 

Rio Grande 

Sabana Grande . 

San German 

San Juan 

San Lorenzo 

San Sebastian... 

Santa Isabel 

Utuado 

Vega Baja 

Yaueo 



12 



12 



28 
32 
11 
32 
8 
93 
24 I. 



37 



Kindergarten schools: 

Afiasco 

Bayam6n 

Cayey 

Lajas 

Ponce 

, RioPiedras 

San Juan 



25 



17 



Total. 



926 



528 



Colored. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



18 



20 



8 

6 
16, 

6 
38 



28 



18 



Total. 



26 I 



7| 

*i2'j 

I. 

9 i 



'l\ 



15 



11 



213 I 



Aggre- 
gate. 



127 



91 

85 

286 

285 



69 



23 
55 



47 



44 
77 

121 
40 
24 

164 
26 
55 



48 



90 



42 
46 



43 

54 
41 



127 i 



/4/ 



1,004 I 



226 
i,167 
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municipalities for the common schools; and the total enrollment in fx)th the common 
idand; by color and sex distribution — Continued. 







November, 1902 










December, 1902 






White. 


CJolored. 


Total. 


Aggre- 
gate. 


White. 


Colored. 


1 

Total ! AS^erre- 
^°^^^- , gate. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 

68 


Males. 
3 


Fe- 
males. 


45 


69 


3 


15 


132 


132 


45 


i 
15 131 1 131 


40 
34 
109 
169 

23 
11 
26 

58 
16 
9 


30 
44 
141 

78 

17 

6 

23 

o' 

6 


8 
3 
18 
29 

14 
15 
2 

46 
13 
12 


10 
6 
39 
14 

13 

25 

3" 

5 


88 
87 
307 
290 


772 
175 

1,578 
354 


40 
35 
109 
168 

24 
14 
27 

47 
10 

8 
31 
54 
34 
15 
24 
16 
22 

5 


29 
41 
149 
80 

20 

9 

20 


5 
8 
26 


2 

7 




8 
3 
19 
29 

13 
15 
2 

45 
13 
10 
10 
19 
3 
7 

17 
18 
5 
36 


10 
6 

44 
14 


87 

85 

321 

291 


784 
187 


67 
57 
51 


14 
23 



2 

4 
5 


71 
61 
55 


104 
34 
31 


92 
30 
30 
79 


54 
37 
16 
25 
16 
25 
5 


4" 

7* 


19 
2 
10 
16 
19 
5 
37 








9' 

ii' 


73 
39 
30 
41 
51 
30 
53 


' 73 
, 37 
24 
1 41 

7 48 
27 

8 49 


io 


3 


27 8 


48 


12 
28 
42 
37 

9 
43 
17 
62 
53 
34 

4 

28 
41 
51 

8 
14 
16 
15 
22 
22 
38 


3 

9 

27 
8 

17 


60 
5 
1 


14 


28 

3 

20 
22 

8 
19 
17 
48 


26 

6 
14 
25 
79 
13 

8 
13 

6 
14 
45 

4 

35 
67 

1 

13 
2 
3 
8 
10 
19 


9 • 50 
^ 


43 
36 

9 
45 

8 

114 

29 

35 

8 
24 
50 
52 

10 
14 
17 


9 
21 

8 
12 

m 

i' 

il' 

22' 

7 
20 

24 


16 1 
26 ! 13 
101 ; 4 

20 3 
19 1 

21 15 

2 1 

15 1 4 
45 ! 3 

5 i 2 

34 

67 1 28 

i 

3 j 3 
13 1 11 

2 1 4 


69 
96 

122 
80 
27 

210 
31 
55 
56 
45 
84 

169 


1 

17 
4 
6 

14 

6 
6 
2 

31 

4 
11 
5 

4 

27 


. 66 

106 

100 

79 

25 

149 

1 64 

1 55 

t 55 

48 

76 

i 177 


1,607 


23 

58 
47 


! 16 

i 58 
! 45 
1 26 


i 16 
23 
35 


17 
19 

48 


8 
10 
19 


4 

27* 


45 
52 
129 


1 53 

i 49 

132 


379 




1 


1,296 


711 


724 ; 280 


3,011 


1,324 


779 


686 


299 


3.088 
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Table l.—ArtunI enrollment of pupils on the hat daif of each moiith: % dislncts and hy 

HchjftU and the /tprritt! ^chtjolji/or the etilire 



1 



Jnno^rr IWk 



Miinici[>ality. 



10 



White 
Mak'H. 



rUio IMfdnis 25o 

,\S4in Juan IM 

fran)lina 4f»0 

t R i o G ra n « i e ' SOT) 

I I 

IfFajanlo 339 

< Na^uado 147 

[ViequoH lt»7 

(Humacao 394 '. 

San Lorenzo 430 

Yabucoa '2\U\ '. 

(AguasBuenas 12« | 

CaguaH 510 I 

Ca y ey 429 

(Guavamu i 4(19 

\Patillas i 142 

IfAibonito I 197 

-JBarros i M7 

jlComerio ', 315 

I (Coamo 392 

lUuanaDlaz | 309 

ISanta Isabel | K9 

I Ponce ; H50 

||Laia.M : :«K) 

l^Sabana Grande ] '283 

I Yauco ; 522 

ifCaboRojo ! 408 { 

\\ Maricao '■ 81 ; 

I ISan German : 451 I 

(Afiasco 313 I 

Las Marias 176 ; 

Mayaguez ■ 7(>(> i 

(Aguada , 184 ! 

Aguadilla • '^Iti i 

San Sebastian , 444 i 

l/(^ainuv i 9-'>4 

^Lsabela | 443 

fArecibo ! 7(52 

tl^re.s I 47G 

.fAdjnntuH ' 247 ' 

U'tuado I (I97 

'fCiales i 40.S 

\ Manati 40<} 

I Morovis I «^'^ 

(ToaAlta ; '>-5 •■ 

\VegnBaja : 80o i 

BayanK'm ■__j!l?_ 

Total : 1^,3(V3 



Fe- 
mAK>s. 



1(W> 
4(>4> 



27H 
22« 



112 

86 

252 
274 
120 

102 ; 

4'M 
243 ' 

I 
262 
29 

I 
138 i 
298 ; 
130 

246 

206 : 

71 



170 
•221 
4()3 



51 
380 

259 

no 

562 

115 
413 
'253 

384 
233 

584 
211 

177 
444 

•237 
307 



319 
504 



€dw«d* 



^lAles. 



F<^ 

mal«i. 



705 



HI} 
32tJ 

•IM 

1^7 
TA 

iq: 

117 I 
M I 
157 I 

43 j 
1156 I 
1S7 I 

4CS ' 
40 

28e 

20S 



4a 

143 
2-25 

119 
2S , 



V8 

2t] 

25(J 

iVI 

44 

^\ 
17 

mi 

74 

>.| 

4a ' 

5H 
14H : 

•M : 

153 
>34i 

51^ 



92 
3&1 

137 

m 

44 

101 

m 
ly 

1-17 
75 

177 
M 

24 
29 
10 

1159 
150 

m 

350 

107 
161 

41 
22 
196 

106 

49 
142 

55 

2ftK 

IH 

19 
2i 



las 

1 



1^ 



Toial. 



G58 
1,574 






1.27y 



376 
45e 



H'J9 



1/-2K7 
SIM 



1,311 

30.^ 1 



424 
9 IS 

4^ 



«73 



2,331 



547 

K371 



S47 

179 

1,132 



77fi 
l,7tiG 



410 
77U 



1,44^ 
77*4 I 



■2,(m 
779 



4m 

1,205 



7as 
904 



1,127 
1.7*t 



2,576 



1 •2.554 



4,MI3 



f 

I 

2, 408 i 

1.722 

2,tl7(l 

2.483 
l.filfi 

1,S32 



2,2Sa 
3,331 



2,672 I 
2. 15a I 

1 

2,711 I 

2, 227 I 

2.779 I 

I 

1,664 J 

! 

2,255 j 



2, 881 I 
2, 576 , 
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rmmicipalities for the common schools; and the total enrollment hi both the common 
island; by color and sex distribution — Continued. 



February, 1903. 



White. 



Males. Zles, 



245 
4M 

454 
371 

347 
183 
176 

382 
450 
232 

137 

578 
455 

4(>5 
U'iS 

200 
536 
331 

393 

348 
89 

8<50 

296 
274 
515 

404 
97 
457 



219 
760 

193 
811 
490 



438 

769 
499 

338 

786 

422 
436 
376 

537 

820 

%1 



Colored. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



159 
462 

280 
221 

282 
139 
97 

2.5i 
303 
140 

104 
460 
254 

267 
32 

13(> 
306 

135 ; 

248 I 

229 

78 

605 

168 
218 
462 

277 

57 

376 

265 
13:^ 
552 

122 
405 
283 

383 
234 



231 

235 

472 

254 
346 
144 i 

330 
506 , 

731 ' 



138 
353 

251 
419 

135 
94 
117 



40 
192 
162 

407 
91 

64 
67 
45 

286 
222 
86 

517 

43 
143 
221! 
I 
117 j 

35 I 

163 I 

I 

96 

32 
241 

61 
160 
50 

83 

47 



18 
43 

52 
13(> 
27 

165 
23.5 

510 



12.973 ; 7,172 



90 

378 

146 
274 

140 
59 
105 

60 
41 
113 

16 
158 
83 

176 
40 

26 
33 
11 

172 
151 
64 

353 

28 
107 
15(5 

43 
26 
133 

101 
31 
174 

53 
133 
32 

27 
55 

299 
18 

16 
29 

.«! 

141 

2 ; 

132 i 
217 I 



Total. 



632 
1,647 



1,131 
1,285 



904 
475 
495 



Aggre- 
gate. 



806 
879 I 
661 



297 

1,388 

954 



1,315 
326 



426 
912 
522 



1,099 
950 
317 



2,335 I 



535 

742 

1,354 



841 

215 

1,129 



790 

415 

1,727 



429 
1,509 

855 



1,481 
774 



2,029 

822 



607 
1,330 



756 

1,059 

549 



1,164 

1,778 



439 ' 2,641 I 



2,279 
2,416 

1,874 

2,340 

2,639 
1,641 

1,890 



2,366 
2, 335 



2, 631 

2, 185 

2, 932 

2,793 
2,255 
2,851 
1,937 

2,364 



2, 942 
2,641 



5,109 1 i 45,317 



White. 



March, 1903. 
Colored. 



Males. 



256 
4(51 

459 
359 

317 
219 
179 

378 
462 
230 

137 

580 
571 

474 
176 

258 
605 
353 

480 
352 
137 

1,103 

290 
271 
522 

409 
103 
461 

321 
215 
749 

183 

788 
494 ' 

990 

428, 

777 I 

504 I 

438 I 
959 ' 

505 I 
448 I 
371 I 

561 i 
874 , 



Fe- I 
males. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



163 
461 

282 
226 

282 
156 
lOo 

244 
302 
134 

444 ' 
312 



986 



40 

189 
371 
156 

341 
234 
107 

842 

1<)9 
213 
464 I 

62 I 
376 

273 
131 
562 

118 
401 
289 

378 
226 

596 
229 

303 
553 

280 
3(W 
145 

350 
564 

758 



147 I 
351 

I 
267 , 
401 I 

118 , 

100 , 
90 . 
179 , 

38 
200 
192 

443 
108 



314 
211 

97 i 



39 I 
140 
223 ; 

115 , 
36 
166 . 

97 
41 
241 

42 
152 
52 

84 
48 

351 

67 I 

22 
39 

51 
138 

30 ; 

166 ; 
245 



93 
370 

146 
265 

129 
62 
101 

5() 
47 
118 

16 
162 
100 

186 
45 

38 
37 
13 

178 
151 

68 



T°'-'-/#^.e!- 



659 
1,649 I 



1,1.54 ; 
1,251 



890 : 
51^4 
503 , 



778 : 

901 

6(>1 



288 I 
1,386 ' 
1,175 ' 



1,375 I 

I 369 ; 

565 I 

1,090 ! 

568 I 

j 1,313 
' 948 I 
I 409 



474 I 3,069 



2(; 
107 
157 

43 
25 
136 

107 
30 
167 

43 
130 
31 

28 
56 

304 I 

18 ' 



28 , 
141 
3 

139 , 
2-26 ; 



524 I 

731 I 

1,366 . 

844 . 
226 
1,139 



798 

417 

1,719 



386 

1,471 

866 



1,480 
758 



2, 028 

818 



777 

1,578 



870 

1,095 

549 



1,216 
1,909 



448 2,709 



21,223 I 13,85-4 7,443 ' 5.289 



2.308 
2,405 

1,927 

2,340 

2,849 
1,744 

2,223 

2,670 
3,069 

2,621 

2,209 

2,934 

2,723 
2,238 
2,846 
2,355 

2,514 



3.125 
2,709 



47, 809 



8611—04- 
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Table I. — Art mil nwotlmnit of pupils on the laM day of each month; hy districts and hy 

itrh(H)ln and the special schools for the entire 






January, 1903. 



MimlciiMility, 



SPKCIAL 8( IIOOW. 




Normal sj-hool 
M<Klel schmil 
High schools: 

Fajardo 

MayaKuez 

Police 

San Juan 

Industrial sch(M)ls 
Mayagucz 
Ponce 
8an Juan 

Night schools; 
Aguadilla 
Ailxmito 
Barros 
Bayain6n 
Caguas 
('amuy 
Carolina 
Cayey 
Coamo 
Comerio 
Fajard< 
Humacao 
Juana Diaz 
Lajas 
Mayaguez 

Ponce 

Rio Grande 
Sabana Grande 
San German 
San Juan 
San Lorenzo 
San Sebastian 
Santa Isabel 
Utuado 
Vega Baja 
Yauco 

Kindergarten schools: 
Afiasco 
Bayam6n 
Cayey 
Lajas 
Ponce 
Rio Piedras 
San Juan 



Total 
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munidpalities for the common schools; and the total enrollment in both the common 
island; by color and sex distribution — Continued. 







February, 1903 






March, 1903. 






White. 


Colored. 




! White. 


Colored. 




Aggre- 
gate. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 


Aggre- 1 

»*t«- i Males. 

1 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 


54 


74 


2 


12 


142 


i 
142 1 49 


70 


2 


12 


133 


133 


15 


17 


4 


5 


41 41 17 


19 


5 


' 


46 


46 


35 


28 


7 


9 


79 i 36 


27 


7 


8 


78 




31 


39 


2 


4 


76 ' 1 35 


42 


1 


6 


84 




110 


150 


22 


45 


327 1 121 


176 


22 


46 


365 




172 


84 


29 


16 


301 172 

700 , 


80 


28 


16 


296 


823 


20 


19 


13 


9 


61 1 19 


21 


14 


11 


; 6-T 


15 


15 


17 


27 


74 : 14 


16 


18 


27 


75 




29 


23 


2 


2 


56 1 ; 32 
191 ' 


21 


2 


2 


62 


202 


43 





29 





72 ! 50 


3 


31 


7 


!~T 


10 


7 


13 


5 


35 1 : 7 


7 


13 


4 


31 




7 


7 


7 


2 


23 i i « 


8 


7 


2 


23 




43 


3 


45 





91 38 


2 


33 





73 




22 





10 





32 ! 34 





13 


. 


47 




32 





2 





34 32 





1 





33 




14 


2 


6 





22 i 1 16 


2 


6 





24 




17 


9 


18 


7 


51 ! 1 16 


9 


17 


10 


' 52 




15 


5 


18 


8 


46 j 11 


9 


14 


9 


43 




13 





6 





19 ! 


12 





6 





18 




6 


1 


30 


7 


44 


6 





35 


12 


63 




17 





8 





25 


19 





6 





25 




12 


2 


21 


5 


40 


14 


1 


21 


4 


40 




16 


1 


3 





20 


17 


2 


3 





22 




35 


9 


16 


1 


61 


33 


9 


18 


1 


61 




69 


54 


45 


40 


208 ' 62 


43 


40 


37 


182 




7 


8 


72 


4 


91 7 


8 


74 


4 


93 




41 


14 


11 


5 


71 37 


11 


9 


2 


59 




27 





6 





33 31 





8 





39 




63 


45 


16 


11 


135 1 70 


43 


15 


9 


137 




38 


12 


9 ! 1 


60 


38 


13 


11 


3 


66 




26 


5 


10 3 


44 


22 


6 


12 


3 


43 




2 


2 


33 1 4 


41 


2 


3 


24 


4 


33 




30 


15 





4 


49 25 


14 


1 


4 


44 




(«) 


(«) 


(«) 


(«) 


(a) , : («) 


(«) 


(«) 


(«) 


(«) 




45 


27 


59 


29 


160 1 1 48 


32 


62 


28 


170 














1,507 










1,501 






("L 


("L 


("). 


("■). 


(«) \ («) 


(«) 


(«) 


(«) 


(«) 




18 


21 


9 


7 


55 ; 19 


23 


10 


9 


61 




16 


26 


1 


4 


46 ' 14 


26 


1 


4 


45 




23 


14 


5 : 3 


45 


24 


16 


6 


1 


46 




21 


22 


9 I 5 


57 


21 


22 


10 


6 


69 




22 


13 


9 2 


46 


22 


14 


7 


2 


45 




41 


47 


18 27 


133 


44 


50 


18 


26 


138 








1 




382 












394 






1,272 


819 


642 1 313 




3,046 


1,292 


853 


630 


324 


3,099 



a School closed. 



52 REPORT OF COMMISSIONKR OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 

Table I. — Aetna/ nirollment of pupiU on the Innt day of each month; htj rUntricts and hy 

Hchooh anti the special arkoohjor fhf ttttitf 



is 



MunlripMlitir. 



iHikn JiiHii ... 



1 Kirt Grande? , 






[ VnbiH-oa . 






fiTUHyama . 
tl'atillas... 

(Aibonito . . 

^Barros 

[(^omerio . . 



I 

(Coamo 
J liana Diaz .. 
Santa Isabel . 



9 i Ponce. 



[Lajas . 



ijai 
!8abana Grande . 
lYauco. 



(CaboRojo ... 

KMarieao 

] [San German . 



(AAasco 
Las Marias . 
Mayaguez.. 



(Aguada 
Agiiadilla 
San Sebastian. 



/Camuy. 
tisabela. 



f Arecibo . 
iLares ... 



f Ad juntas. 
lUtuado... 



'(Ciales... 
ipianati.. 
ilMorovis. 



fToa Alta . . . 
tVega Baja . 
I 
Bayam6n .. 

Total. 



WliiUf. 



April. 1908. 



HalHi. 



i£in 






M4 

4fl7 ; 

HJ! I 
'£i\ 

.BT« I 

137 I 

h7H ■ 

•1-15 i 
169 I 

271 , 

t;6H 

371 1 

4H1 I 
349 I 
160 ! 

1,109 

291 

268 
520 

407 I 

104 

456 

314 
210 
749 

1H4 
798 
489 

959 
459 

765 
494 

445 

962 

512 
438 
365 

5:^ 
867 

976 



21,244 



iiy I 

I 

2H4 1 

mi : 



IM ' 



Ull1«fi. 



1^ 
414 

131 
in 



102 ' 

m • 

'£2h\ 



I4tt 

»23 


41 

m ! 


258 
41 


418 
110 


197 
424 
163 


77 

9:^ 

44 


342 
229 
131 


3a5 
217 
107 


822 


647 


168 
206 
471 


40 
134 
217 


282 
66 
385 


115 
36 
161 


276 
135 
590 


42 
235 


112 
425 
289 


43 
152 
53 


378 
248 


79 
44 


()02 
221 


352 
62 


311 
592 


22 
39 


282 
366 
144 


48 
133 
22 


347 
553 


167 
244 


767 


498 


14,053 


7,452 



Ke- 



TotoL 



440 



5,376 




1,1.VJ 



1,313 
368 



1,306 
941 
485 



3,049 



378 

1,511 

864 



1,441 
806 



2,024 
796 



791 



870 

1,078 

533 



1,179 
1,895 



2,681 



2,406 



1,681 



2,414 



2,604 



2,214 



2,941 



2,481 



3,074 

2,681 



48,125 
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munwipalitieH for the common schools; and the total enrollment in both the common 
island; by color and sex distribution — Continued. 



May, 1903. 



Jiine, 1908. 



White. 



Males. 



260 
438 

444 

375 

340 
218 
172 

374 
447 
•J43 

128 

! 565 
I 568 

! 441 
173 

276 
674 

I 368 

! 472 
340 
168 

1,109 

2H4 
264 
511 



95 
446 

309 
217 
735 

184 



Fe- 
males. 



964 
452 

743 
481 

439 
956 

499 
448 
358 

531 , 

880 



Colored. 



White. 



Males. 



158 
460 

270 
253 

289 
137 
108 

227 
288 
154 



324 

252 
89 

192 ! 

417 

162 



224 
129 



172 
204 
464 

277 
65 
374 

270 
13() 
590 

114 
422 
283 

381 
242 

601 
223 

305 
579 

281 
360 , 
140 I 

a'>7 i 

558 i 

i 

751 ' 



144 
373 

254 

414 

127 
97 
118 

102 

79 

235 

50 
218 
213 



108 

76 
95 
44 

303 
215 
108 

643 

42 
131 
211 

109 
31 
161 

94 
46 
237 

41 
145 
51 

82 
41 

350 
62 

23 

41 

50 
128 
21 

167 
243 



21,025 ! 13,899 7,400 



Fe- 
males. 



, Total. 



Aggre- 
gate. 



106 

371 ; 

144 

268 


668 j 
1,642 ; 

1,112 ! 
1,310 ! 


121 1 
62 1 
100 


877 
514 
498 


55 
51 
150 


758 
865 
782 


18 
161 
114 

190 ■" 
49 


279 
1,:«0 
1,219 

1.281 ' 
3()9 1 


39 
61 
13 


583 i 

1,247 ■ 

587 


176 
150 1 

86 


1.285 i 
y29 . 

486 1 


471 , 


3,037 ; 


105 

ir)8 . 


62« 

704 

1, 344 



45 
26 
136 . 

105 
37 
166 



142 
31 

26 
54 

301 ' 
20 

15 
35 

28 

137 

2 

139 
235 



8.58 

1,073 

521 



Males. { 



Fe- 
males. 



Colored 
Males. 



S30 

217 ! 

1,117 . 

778 • 
436 i 
1,728 

37S , 
1,498 • 

S56 : 

1,453 I 



1,995 

786 I 

782 
1,611 



1,194 j 
1,916 



2,310 I 

2,422 j 

! 
1,889 I 

2,405 ' 

! 

2,878 
1,650 

2,417 



2,700 , 
3,037 i 



I 



424 2,616 ! 



2,576 

2,164 

2,942 

2,732 
2,242 
2,781 
2,393 

2, 452 



3,110 
2,616 



5,392 



252 
417 



439 

369 



207 
163 



370 
449 ; 
235 ! 



428 

172 j 

270 ' 

647 

370 

457 
340 
172 



I 



89 
431 I 

295 
208 
721 

185 



954 
441 

708 
4(57 

415 
919 

484 
437 
349 

.5-25 

887 



156 
443 

264 
247 

286 
142 
102 

224 

287 
154 



127 82 ! 

5.=>3 I 410 
566 ; 317 I 



233 ; 

39 I 

187 ; 
416 
161 I 

329 

220 ! 
129 I 



283 171 

265 203 i 

500 I 452 I 



272 

64 I 
360 I 

266 i 
123 i 
586 

109 
402 I 
280 I 



357 I 

548 ; 



739 ! 



144 
364 

246 
392 

127 
97 
119 

100 
81 
236 

42 
224 
201 

382 
105 

76 
95 
42 

297 
210 
105 



42 
132 

208 

108 
27 
156 

91 

46 

239 

42 
145 
51 



381 
233 


82 
40 


581 
221 


344 

62 


288 
M2 


23 
40 


283 
35.^> 
138 


50 
126 
21 



170 

248 



484 



Fe- 
males. 



Total. 



Aggre- 
gaU\ 



25 

52 ; 

290 
22 

15 
32 

2S , 

wvs 

2 

137 i 
240 



I 



100 


652 
1,581 


141 
263 


1,090 
1,271 


120 
58 
106 


869 
504 
490 


56 
50 
145 


750 
867 
770 


18 
1(>6 
118 


269 
1.353 
1,202 


182 
49 


1,225 
365 


37 
61 
13 


570 

1,219 

586 


174 
147 

88 


1,257 
917 
494 


474 


3,041 


30 
103 
157 


526 

703 

1,317 


41 
25 
132 


810 

205 

1,079 


104 
1.57 


756 

410 

1,703 


43 
138 
31 


379 

1,464 

858 



1,442 I 

766 I 

1,923 I 

741 I 
1,533 I 

845 

1,054 I 

510 j 

1, 1.S9 ' 
1,923 i 



426 2,596 



2,233 
2,361 



2,387 

2,824 
1,590 

2,375 



2,668 
3,041 



2,M6 

2,094 

2,869 

2,701 
2,208 
2,695 
2,274 

2,409 



3. 112 
2, 596 



7.;J03 I 5,322 



46,JW6 
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Table I. — Actual enrollment of \m\nh on the l(v<t day of each month; by districts and by 

schoitls and the special schools for the entire 



i 


Municiittility. 

SPECIAL 8(H(K)L8. 

Normal hcImm)! 


\Vh 
MaleH. 

45 

16 

35 
:« 
122 
169 

19 
20 

28 

45 

8 
8 
29 
36 

:« 

(«) 
14 

9 
14 

6 
19 
16 
14 
&•) 
61 

7 
39 
21 
52 
37 
25 

2 
25 


ite. 

Fe- 
males. 


April 


.1903. 






5-C 


Colored. 


Total. 

1 


Aggre- 


i- 

^ 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 




64 
21 

27 
46 
174 

77 

21 
17 
23 

15 
8 
6 




5 



2 
4 
9 

51 
8 

11 


37 

13 
6 
8 

13 


2 
5 

6 

1 
21 
28 

14 

19 
2 

29 
14 
7 
36 
12 

14 

8 
36 

6 
20 

3 
15 
40 
71 
14 

6 
12 

9 
15 
23 

1 


n 

5 

7 

8 

41 

16 

10 

28 
2 

9 

2 




13 
9 


10 

4 
1 
1 

46 
4 
1 

7 
8 
1 

11 
4 


122 
47 


122 
47 

811 
203 




M(kU'1 school 




High »t'lKK)ls: 

Fajardo 




75 

88 

358 

290 




Mavag'uez .. . 




I'oiicc 




San Juan . 




Industrial sch<M)ls: 

May tiguez 




64 
84 
55 




I'once 




San Juan 




Night s<'h<K)ls: 

AKuadilla 

Aibonito 




98 
30 
23 
65 
48 
37 

37 
22 
52 
25 

42 ' 
22 
60 

198 

90 

65 

27 
108 

62 ' 

47 ! 

44 ' 

43 i 




Barros 

Bayam6n 

( 'aguas 




(^amuy 

Carolina." 

Cayey 

(/'oamo 

('oraerio 




Fajardo 

Humacao 




Juana Diaz 

Lajas 

Mayaguez 

Ponce 




Rio G rande 


1 




Sabana Grande 


! 




San German 


1 




San Juan 


1 




San Lorenzo 


1 




San Sebastian 


j 




Santa Isabel 






Utuado 






Vega Baja 






Yanco 


44 


34 


59 


25 


162 


1 




Kindergarten schools: 

Afiasco 


1,459 1 




\ 




Bayam6n 

Cayey 

Lajas 

Ponce 

Rio Piedras . ... 




20 
14 
23 
'22 
22 
42 


23 
26 
15 
21 
17 
50 


9 
2 
7 

10 
7 

17 


9 

4 
1 
6 
2 
27 


61 
46 
46 

59 1 

48 1 

136 I 


i 




San Juan 

Total 


396 




1 




1,231 


861 


618 


328 


3,038 






1 



a School closed. 
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municipaUties for the common schools; and the toted enrollment in both the common 
island; by color and sex distribution — Continued. 



May, 1903. 


Wh 




June 


,1903. 
red. 







White. 


Colored. 




Aggre- 
gate. 


ite. 


Colo 


Aggre- 
gate. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 


45 


63 


2 


11 


121 


121 


44 


60 


2 


11 


117 


117 


17 
31 


21 
26 


6 
5 


6 
7 


49 


49 


17 

28 


21 
25 


6 
5 


5 

7 


49 


49 


69 


()0 




35 


44 


1 


8 


88 




33 


39 


1 


8 


81 




120 


175 


21 


40 


356 




121 


172 


20 


40 


353 




166 


78 


27 


14 


285 


798 


161 


76 


27 


14 


278 


777 


19 


18 


13 


7 


57 


16 


16 


13 


6 


51 


25 


21 


17 


31 


94 




29 


23 


14 


33 


99 




25 


26 


2 


2 


55 


206 


20 


26 


2 


2 


50 


200 


34 


10 


28 


8 


80 


23 


10 


24 


6 


63 


8 


8 


12 


2 


30 




9 


7 


13 


4 


33 




6 


5 


7 


2 


20 




6 


5 


8 


1 


20 




28 





36 





64 




28 





36 





64 




30 





9 





89 




15 


11 


16 


9 


51 




34 





1 





35 




30 





1 





31 




8 


8 


17 1 13 


46 




9 


8 


18 


10 


45 




8 


6 


11 9 


34 




8 


6 


11 


9 


34 




14 





10 


24 




15 





10 





25 




7 





40 8 


55 




7 





40 


8 


55 




19 





6 


25 




18 





7 





25 




15 


1 


16 8 


40 




16 


1 


18 


5 


40 




14 


4 


3 1 


22 




14 


4 


3 


1 


22 




38 


9 


17 


1 


65 




35 


9 


16 


1 


61 




M 


46 


39 


39 


178 




53 


48 


44 


44 


189 




6 


8 


69 


4 


87 




6 


8 


64 


4 


82 




34 


13 


9 





56 




35 


13 


9 





57 




19 





6 


25 




20 





6 





26 




65 


61 


15 7 


148 




62 


53 


16 


9 


140 




40 


20 


8 


3 


71 




45 


25 


8 


3 


81 




22 


4 


14 


1 


41 




20 


3 


15 


1 


39 




4 


7 


20 


12 


43 




6 


9 


17 


11 


43 




28 


14 


4 


4 


50 




27 


15 


3 


4 


49 




47 


31 


59 


24 


161 


1,439 


49 


31 


58 


24 


162 


1,437 






15 


24 


K 


9 


56 




11 


23 


1 


5 


40 




12 


23 


1 


2 


38 




11 


23 


1 


1 


m 




19 


19 


6 


1 


45 




16 


22 


4 


1 


43 




22 


20 


10 


6 


58 




22 


20 


10 


6 


58 




23 


16 


7 


2 


48 




21 


13 


6 


2 


42 




42 


47 


17 


27 


133 




42 


47 


17 


27 


133 














378 










352 






1,198 


876 


599 


318 


2,991 


1,148 


872 


590 ! 322 

1 


2,932 
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Table II. — ToUil numfter of vupih mrolled from llw htf/mmtuf of the year to the end of 
rolor and i*('j for the i'ommrm m'honU; tin Mimr for the special 



i 




Wb 

MalL^. 

2U9 
457 

440 
^1 

366 

m 

159 

302 
422 

IA5 

127 

^m 

391 

202 

46^ 
307 

'^m 

2i^ 

1^ 

297 
24fi 
IBS 

4ffi( 

70 

3»j 

30ff 

m 

731 

38H 

851 
98(2 

71P 
322 

213 
52U 

258 
400 

421 
789 

7&3 


Uv. 


Cok 


MS02. 






-=1 Mtinlrlpmlity. 
1 


>t^. 


Total. 


1 

Aggre- 
gate. 




UakM. 

37^ 
244 

156 

m 

109 

TI 
144 

39 
172 

l« 
•0 

li 

at 

264 

46 

532 

49 
137 
221 

101 
27 

157 

109 

17 

257 

03 
150 
40 

70 

389 
55 

24 

' 36 

32 

14S 

14 

128 
243 

4eH 


Fe- 


I 
2 

3 

'4 

5 
6 

7 
A 

.0 

u 

12 

13 

14 
16 
16 

17 

18 


/Rin |*ie*lms, „,*.,..*». ..,..», .... 


13H 

m 

m 

no 

m 
:»ii 
m 

84 
406 

227 

120 
261 
115 

226 
179 
51 

5fi0 

163 

m 

440 

275 
54 
336 

223 
57 
506 

109 

'm 

1« 

35H 
1S6 

502 

m 
m 

3G6 

151 
212 

291 
476 

547 


«l 
367 

m 

267 

137 
45 

m 

57 
33 

W 

16 
135 
64 

155 
41 

23 
29 
IS 

1.W 
132 
41 

3n 

99 
160 

39 
20 
127 

103 

10 

200 

62 
135 
24 

29 
38 

263 

25 

2S 
21 

15 
105 

a 

125 
207 

360 


549 




Isaii J iiii q , , . . . , , 




rCrtrallnn 


2.211 


l.OHO 
1.186 


(rIo Gniii«l<; .,**..*....,*...,.*,*.. 




fFajftrrtfi.,,,.., , ,.... 


2,266 


944 
332 

442 


NttiniaI'M) ^^ _ _i.^ 


l,7l3j 

1.957 


Vlc<^tlCH*„,,**».,,*,^,*^**.,»*,*^,,, 


trimitii'Atj ,»-.,., t. >>...> 


675 
77» 


San Ijkrt'Tixo ^ ... 


Yh biu'i j* .._ *»,*.^.*.»„,^^.,..,„, 


AiTiijiJ* Biiunai * , < . . 


2tt0 

1.3.-10 

812 


(JuiriiBJ't. ^^.. -. 


t^iiyi'y .........*.,..,.»„„.. 


JfiuflVftnift .....,,_„* 


2.428 


1.132 
266 


il'ttiilJas , 




f Aibtmito , , - 


l,3fla^ 


405 
82y 
492 


RtLrmti »,,,..,..» * . . . , 




Ccmierto -,,.-.>*..*,........ .1 




[Ccwnif J ..--,. 


l.BST 
2,2^ 

2,014 

2,612 

2,437 
1.931 


9H7 
791 
189 


J lULim Oina „ * , . . 


titirUn Iwulitfl H. -,.,., >. 


l^lnf'e* *..... ..,.** 


2,297 

S38 
679 

1,30^ 


njijHJi ,,. 


^ftttuii Grandir ., 


YllU4*<^ ........... „*^** , 


CHtJOKfJJu 


^26 
171 

1.U17 


Mnrtrar) „ , 


^n German . + **., , 


(Afimceo..... ...„,*.,, 


730 
182 

i.mM 


Uui Maiittfl - * 


Mayuj^uez. *.** 


Ainiiiflii * - , . 


409 

1.877 

ft51 


Ajfuiidilla 1 


Bho RiibrtHllan., ,,^v 


fCiitoiiy..-. ^,.* .**,,. , , 


1,308 
«23 


\lwiibtaft„*- -,-.,. 


/Art'Cibo* - .,,,,**. 


54g 


\Lares 




/ A<1 j untas 


2,371 
1,373 

1.7W 

2, 19B 


421 

952 


\lUuado 


fCiales 


4.S0 
477 


\ Manati 


iMorovis 


/Toa Alta 


965 
J, 715 


1 Vesra Bala 




Bft vtiinon 


19 


2, log 




Total 




17,413 


11,115 


(;,730 


4,«[60 


30.908 
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ea<',h month: by school districts, by municipalities, and total for the island distributed by 
schools; and the total for the island for the special schooU. 



November, 1902. 



White. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



213 
521 

483 
351 

400 
163 
206 



474 
205 

149 
659 
494 

478 
127 

219 
517 
323 

402 
317 

88 



317 
274 
575 

438 
75 
420 

355 
113 
886 

201 
860 
417 

928 



354 

236 
594 



428 
353 



537 



19,570 



142 
517 

276 
227 

307 
115 
129 

253 

288 
98 

108 
545 
285 

287 
24 

138 
285 
137 

251 
198 
74 

618 

169 
227 
498 

295 

56 

360 

254 

71 

620 

119 
432 
206 



195 

585 
158 

190 
413 

180 
282 
147 

336 



048 



Colored. 



Males. 



Fe- 
males. 



134 
412 

261 
428 

161 
72 
124 

102 
83 
153 

47 
198 
159 

428 
90 

66 
74 
57 

307 
210 
62 

693 

50 
148 
203 

127 

28 : 

171 : 



18 i 



07 

175 ! 
45 

I 

39 I 

388 
57 

25 I 
37, 

•41 ; 

152 , 

17 

156 
259 I 

539 



91 

387 



290 

144 
62 
101 

63 
42 
96 

23 
161 
80 

182 
41 

24 
30 
13 

174 
146 
66 

410 

31 
111 

187 

44 : 

20 I 
137 ! 

100 

12 

242 

59 
157 
29 

31 I 

41 ! 

302 I 
25 , 

23 
25 

19 

121 

5 

146 
218 

410 



Total. 



Aggre- 
gate. 



580 ; 

1,837 j 



1,159 ; 

1,296 i 



1,012 ! 

392 i 
559 



780 ' 
887 ' 
552 I 



327 ! 
1,563 i 
1,018 



1,375 
282 



447 1 

906 

530 



1,134 > 

871 I 
280 



2,528 



507 I 

700 

1,523 ; 



904 
179 

1,088 



831 

214 

2,001 



446 

1, 024 

097 



1,423 
007 



2.084 
594 



12,632 I 7,516 5,252 



474 
1,009 


543 
983 
522 


1, 175 
1,802 


2,485 

1 



2,417 
2,455 

1,963 

2,219 

2,908 
1,657 

1,883 



2,285 
2, 528 



2, 850 

2,171 

3,046 

2,707 
2,090 
2,078 
l,/>43 

2,W8 



2,977 
2,485 



December, 1902. 



White. 



Males. 



I 



Fe- 
males. 



209 I 
549 

500 ! 
382 j 

419 
180 I 

210 I 



498 ' 
230 

157 ■ 
091 

518 

513 \ 
132 

225 ' 
531 
337 I 

410 
329 I 
99 I 

923 

329 
282 
002 i 

405 ' 

77 

459 

393 
147 

898 

215 I 
932 
445 I 

979 
419 

829 I 
391 I 

249 I 
055 

351 ' 
449 

401 ; 

572 '■ 
803 , 

939 ' 



185 
542 

291 
230 

322 
133 
131 

203 
312 
119 

120 
589 
300 

304 
24 

150 
305 
139 

200 
213 
84 

631 

174 
233 
506 

313 i 
02 ■■ 
389 

283 
88 
002 

125 
475 
210' 

419 
205 

019 I 

108 j 

203 

448 

208 ! 
313 

155 I 



523 ; 

092 



Colored. 



Males. 



160 
428 

272 
449 

105 
81 
134 

ia5 

95 
107 

50 
204 
171 



317 : 

221 I 
74 I 



50 
151 
205 

137 
29 
182 

122 

19 

322 

70 

187 
49 

80 ; 
39 ; 



25 
44 

52 i 
157 

171 I 
272 I 

558 ' 



Fe- 
males. ; 



104 ; 

398 ' 

147 I 
297 I 

148 I 
57 

106 I 



42 
104 



23 
168 



1 Total. 



Aggre- 
gate. 



714 
1,917 



1,216 
1,358 



1,054 
457 
587 



809 
947 
020 



a50 
1,052 
1,075 



200 I 1,480 
42 291 



24 
32 
13 I 



408 
9J5 

548 



180 I 1.179 
167 920 I 
00 ' 323 



I- 
425 2,590 I 



-I 



32 i 585 ; 
111 777 i 
192 , 1,505 I 



45 
21 
147 


900 

189 

1,177 


114 

14 

200 


912 

208 

2, 142 


02 
105 
32 


472 

1,759 

742 


33 
43 


1,511 
706 



325 
25 


2,170 
642 


23 

2() 


500 
1.173 


24 

127 

5 


035 
1,040 

578 


150 
220 


1,201 
1,878 







444 ; 2,033 



2,631 
2,574 

2,098 

2,376 

3,077 
1,771 

1,961 



2,422 
2,596 



2,927 

2, 326 

3,322 

2,973 
2,217 
2,812 
1,073 

2,259 



3, 139 
2,033 



20,845 I 13,488 7,920 , 5, .534 , 



47,787 
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Table II. — Total number of pHpih enroUed from the heglnnhuj of the year to the end of 
color and sex for the common w:hoots; the same for the special 



i 


Municipality. 

Normal hc1k>()1 

M<Mlel wh( K)l 


White. 


October. 1902. 






1 


Colored. 


Total. 


Aggre- 
gate. 


Maled. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 




41 


(i9 


3 


16 


129 


1 
129 




High wh(H)lM: 

Fajardo 

Mavaf^iK'Z 


39 
40 
99 
175 


33 
38 
133 
81 


9 
4 
18 
29 


10 
4 

45 
18 


91 

86 

295 

298 


1 




Police 






Hail J nan 






Iiuiustrial Kchools; 

Mava^iiez 


770' 








Ponce 


10 


8 


•28 


33 




80 


I 




San J uan 






Nijfht s<'h(M)l.s: 

Aguadilla 













801 








AilKHiito 


12 




4 


8 


2 


26 


i 




Barros 






BavaniAn 










Caguax 

Camay 


49 




20 




69 














Carolina 


20' 

23 
12 
17 
5 


5 
4 


11 
6 

16 
6 

88 




36 
29 
39 
23 
55 


1 




Cayey 

(^oanio 




1 




7 


1 




('omerio 






Fajardo 

Hnmacao 




12 




Juana Diaz 


ri' 


3 


23 


9 


47 




I^jaa 




Mava^uez 


34 
42 
12 
32 
8 
93 
24 
32 




28 
33 
107 

8 
19 
20 

2 
17 




62 

108 

133 

40 

27 

164 

26 

55 




Ponce 


17 
^ 

37" 

3* 


16 
5 




Rio (Jrande 




Sabana Grande ... 




San German 






San J uan 


14 




San Lorenzo 




San SebaHtiau 


8 


1 




San ta Isabel 


i 




Utuado 


37 


10 


9 


4 


60 






VegaBaja 


' 




Yauco 


17 


6 


52 


15 


90 


1,089 

1 
239| 




Kindergarten schools: 

Aflasco 








Bayam6n 


11 
15 


16 
25 


10 
2 


6 

4 


42 
46 




Cayev 




Lajas 




Ponce 


16 
26 
12 


19 
22 
12 


8 

'I 


4 

1 
11 


47 

60 1 

44 1 




Rio Piedras 




San Juan 




Total 




1 




971 


564 


549 


238 


2,307 1 






1 
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each month: by school- districts^ by municipaWteSj and total for the island distributed by 
schools; and the total for the island for the special schools — Continued. 



November, 1902. 


December, 1902. 


White. 


Colored. 




Aggre- 
gate. 


White. 


Colored. 




Aggre- 
gate. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 


47 


70 


3 


16 


136 


ise 


47 


70 


3 


16 


136 


136 


42 


33 


9 


10 


94 




42 


33 


9 


10 


94 




44 


44 


6 


7 


101 




47 


44 


6 


7 


104 




119 


149 


20 


46 


334 




124 


162 


23 


55 


364 




189 


90 


31 


16 


326 


855 


195 


95 


32 


16 


338 


900 


23 


17 


14 


13 


67 


25 


22 


14 


15 


76 


16 


8 


24 


34 


82 




19 


12 


26 


34 


91 




26 


23 


2 





51 


200 


27 


29 


'^ 





58 


225 


62 





48 





110 


69 





i 

54! 


123 


22 


10 


13 5 


50 




25 


14 


13 5 


57 




2.5 


5 


19 


5 


54 




27 
31 
64 


9 

26 




22 I 6 
11 5 
30 ! 


64 
73 
94 




64' 


6* 


36" 


6" 


94" 




38 





3 





41 




44 





4 : 


48 




22 


5 


14 


1 


42 




26 


6 


14 1 1 


47 




36 





19 





55 




45 





24 , 


69 




18 


7 


20 


10 


55 




18 


8 


22 1 10 


08 




28 





6 





34 




31 





6 1 


37 




5 





39 


12 


56 




5 





41 1 12 


58 




12 


3' 


29" 


9' 


53' 


is' 


3' 


32*1 ii' 


ei' 

















28 
57 



9 


6 
39 1 


34 

106 






57 


9' 


39* 


i' 


""m 




53 


33 


40 


18 


144 




61 


41 


45 22 


169 




13 


9 


120 


5 


147 




13 


9 


123 5 


150 




48 


12 


21 


3 


84 




56 


20 


23 ! 6 


105 




8 





22 





30 




17 





22 1 


39 




125 


78 


26 


21 


250 




135 


89 


29 ! 26 


279 




29 





2 





31 




53 


5 


6 ; 


64 




36 


3 


18 


4 


61 




45 


3 


22 


6 


76 




8 





45 


3 


56 




8 





45 


6 


59 




42 


15 


9 


4 


70 




48 


15 


9 


4 


76 




57 





34 





91 




60 





40 


100 




69 


25 


83 


36 


213 


1,927 


75 


33 


98 44 


250 


2,296 






10 


7 


3 ! 3 


23 




11 


7 


3 4 


25 




16 


22 


13 ■ 1] 


62 




19 


25 


13 11 


68 




18 


28 


2 


4 


52 




18 
15 
23 


28 
8 
21 


2 , 5 

3 

8 1 5 


53 
26 
57 




iY 


i9* 


s' 


5" 


49" 






27 


23 


12 


2 


64 




27 


25 


12 1 2 


66 




40 


53 


19 


30 


142 


392 


40 


67 


20 ; 30 


147 


442 






1,511 


800 


865 




334 


3, 510 


1,736 


928 


956 j 380 


3,999 
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Tarlk II. — Total number of pupils enrolled (y*>w fltr hri/nmUitj of the year to the end of 
color and nexfor fht aummiii Mrhoola: th*: mimejoi the special 



15 

JB 



Muiilclpttlity. 



/Kli) IMwIraH . 
iSfii) Jiiaii 



K.'Hn>linfi 

|Ki<i(trHiulL* . 



(Fiijunlo., 
V'Ijmhu'm,. 



flliinmcHo 

lYiibiU'oa 



[AtfUHN HllCIIHN. 
(/'UKUUH 

k'ttyey 



'/Gimyiiniii 
|I*HUniiM .. 



IfAilMMlilO. 

I^BarroH 

i|('onierlo.. 



((Utnmn 
Junna Diax.. 
Hanta Iwibel 

Vonc.e 



[LaiaH 

Habana (irande . 
lYaiico , 



(('a bo Rojo 
MarJcao 
San Oerinan . . 

{Afiasco 
Las Maria-H 
Maya^uez 

iAK"ttda 
Aguadilla 
Han SebaHtiaii. 



fCamuy 

UHabela 

fArccibo 

\Lares 

f Ad juntas .. 
\Utuado 

fCiales 

manati 

[Morovis 

fToa Alta . . . 
\Vega Baja . 

Bayam6n .. 

Total. 



JuiiuJTtlM^ 



WMtc. 



UalcA. 



SiS 



414 



43H 
200 



4M 
fi24 

teA 

731 

146 

SS8 

4^ 

lOH 

1.019 



488 
lOti 

m 

43S 
•J3H 
077 



l,OG» 
493 

«77 

763 

44& 
510 
424 



077 






S4£ 

:m3 

144 

141 

2Brl 
:*3U 
136 

137 
64 j^ 

im 

*42 
29 

177 

154 

271 
2»9 

696 

las 

244 
557 

324 
79 



3It 
160 
747 

1S3 

OBO 

463 
2W 

6S4 
24a 

24S 
511 

262 

IBO 

3^ 
567 

778 



1S,2U 



ColtiredL 



Hiilef!. 






17H 
4^1 

I 

472 

m 

1S7 

128 
109 
169 

224 

200 

4«2 L 

rr 
m 

56 

229 
H4 

065 

111 
1^ 

a76 

146 
36 

igo 
1^ 

96 

346 

72 
200 
67 

64 

S7 

26 
60 , 

60 ' 
178 

24 I 

1S7 
2Hti 



^i^ 



lis 

430 

176 
317 

im 

at 

113 

4H 

106 

27 
185 
1(H 

234 
44 

26 
37 
IS 

187 
167 



4fi5 

3a 

116 

20a 

47 

30 

158 

128 
32 



«9 

1S8 

42 

37 
60 



31 

25 
28 

29 
166 

5 

165 

237 



8p&13 I 6,076 



TouL 



849 

£.061 



1*370 
1,461 



1,121 
ei9 



940 
1,011 

660 



1,785 



l,ei4 

31 tj 



594 



l/i20 
»8& 
346 



2.825 



flOtt 
1,672 



1,005 

251 

1.278 



1,016 

41^ 



1.9U 
92ri 



1,650 
865 



2,932 

905 



599 
1.352 



§00 
1.197 



1.360 
2,018 



2,868 



gate. 



2.910 
2,331 

2,232 

2. fill 

z.m 

1,930 
2,216 



2,560 
2,825 



S.IOSE 

2,t^34 

3,827 

3,330 
2.515 
3.237 
1.961 

2,630 



3.3S4 
2.8eg 



52, 910 
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each month: by school districts, hy municipalities^ and total for the island dlstriitnted by 
schools; and the total for the island for the special schools — Continued. 




3, 560 
3,029 



57, 107 



March, 1903. 



White. 



Colored. 



! Fe- 
I males. 



! Fe- 
males. 



388 
711 

616 
454 

494 
309 
259 

498 
604 
273 

186 
841 
777 

682 
184 



1, 145 



284 1 
691 I 

381 i 

278 i 

389 ! 
218 
171 I 

314 i 

396 

158 

148 ; 
737 i 
443 

i 

401 ■■ 
40 I 



330 
769 
440 


250 
475 
182 


620 
485 
194 


415 
312 
145 


1,309 


971 


351 
316 
669 


195 
261 
598 


516 
149 

548 


344 
109 
467 


516 

324 

1,086 


401 
203 
843 


248 

1,084 

627 


167 
568 
355 


1,176 
513 


498 
267 


981 
635 


755 
294 


533 
1,108 


425 
711 


594 
628 
457 


329 
437 
395 


717 
1,044 


457 
647 



222 
533 

335 
511 

198 
121 
162 

136 
120 
200 

58 
281 
251 

634 
119 

100 
101 
70 

429 
289 
128 

811 

52 
168 
291 

152 ! 

53 j 

216 I 

150 I 
54 
375 

81 
215 
68 

95 
56 

452 ! 

90 I 

33 
60 

66 

200 

32 

225 
310 



141 
530 



Total. 



1,035 
2,465 I 



200 i,5;n I 

347 1,590 ' 



1,024 , 
1,177 
764 ; 



197 1,278 . 
96 744 

121 ! 713 



76 
57 

133 I 

29 
229 
134 

287 j 
55 

45 
49 
16 

254 
209 



421 
2,088 ' 
1,605 I 



2,004 
398 



33 
124 
208 

50 
39 
172 

154 
36 
309 

80 

203 

47 

41 
62 

385 
33 

25 
36 

31 
175 



193 
269 



527 



725 

1,394 

708 



1,718 

1,295 

556 



3,697 



631 

869 

1,766 



1,062 

350 

1,403 



1,221 

617 

2,613 



576 
2,070 
1,097 



1,810 



2,573 
1,052 



1,016 
1,915 



1,020 

1,440 

691 

1,592 
2, 270 



27,387 I 18,219 j 9,950 ! 7,139 



3,213 



Aggre- 
gate. 



3,500 
3,121 

2,735 

2,965 

4,114 
2,402 

2,827 



3,569 
3, 697 



3,266 

2,815 

4,451 

3,743 
2, 708 
3,625 
2,931 

3,151 

3,862 
3,213 



62,695 



^i RRpr>8T or roXXlSSI«>XER OF EOrCATloX ri>R POBTO RICO. 

Tari.C n. — T'Mnf nn,n^0>f t,j fMffiLi nknMM fr*tm tint h^fpMkimj of tht ff^urr to thif end of 





White. 








Miin:rlp«licy 


TocaL 


g»te. 




Mal«». 


niAle*. 


XaI«9. 




Normal •rh/jr»l 

}4fA*:\ -^htwA 


74 


3 


16 


145 


145 


Hiffh ^hfftA*: 

F»j«rrlo 

MayAini^z 

F^*nr*- 

JtenJimn 


41 

50 
126 
211 


47 
167 
108 

24 
13 
37 



IH 

10 

26 


6 
7 
8 



3 
3 
9 

76 
9 

20 

114 
5 
9 


18 


41 

8 
28 
32 
14 
24 
26 
59 


9 
6 
26 

;o 

15 
26 
5 

60 
15 
23 
53 
90 

li 

32 

•23 

7 

41 

8 
35 

6 
39 
68 
132 
27 
22 
39 

45 
11 
42 
100 

3 
13 

i 

9 
12 
21 


11 

56 
20 

16 
Zi 
2 



S 

5 




\ 

10 


12 


11 

1 

1 
46 

5 

6 



8 

7 , 
7 

56 

5 
11 

5 

3 

6 

4 1 
31 


110 
375 
367 

81 
»4 
86 

136 

71 

69 

149 

102 

53 

53 

97 

59 

43 

58 

25 

66 

39 

110 

289 

159 

110 

49 

370 

71 

92 

60 

90 

102 

281 


1 


yifiymfMsrz 


-^i 


950 1 


fffXlf'*' 

HmuJtMn 


21 
42 


•261 


Ajfim/lflU 

AiUrtiJU* 

htifTfrn 


76 

30 

29 


RAVAmAn 

ChKIMa 

f^amiiv 


6o 

72 

49 




f'ArolInn 


32 




^•«y*y 

(Ummif 


54 
18 




(Umn'Tio 


36 




Fttjardo 

HiimiU'Mo 


5 
17 




JimnaPiAZ 

I^Jas 


17 
29 




MayuKiifz 

ponr'*' 


61 
99 


' 


Rio(#mml«. 


13 




HntiATiA firarirle 


57 


1 


Han Oemiaii 

Han Juan 


27 
184 




Han lji}riiU7jf 


59 


' 


Han Hi'\mHt\HU 


51 




Hanta \nti\Hi\ 


. . 8 




Viutuh) 


54 




V«-KH Baja 

YaiM'o 


60 

....' 85 

. . . . ' 18 


1 
2,803 


Klndi'rKHrt<'n mhiHtU: 

Aftaw'o 


34 
75 
58 
43 
65 
72 
152 


BayainAn 


23 




(Jayoy 

LujiiH 

poncM' 


19 
.... 22 

...J 26 




Rio IMedraH 


30 


1 


Han Juan 


41 


1 
499' 






Total 


2,038 


1,072 


1,094 


454 :. 

1 


4,658' 
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each month: by school districts^ by municipalities^ and total for the island distributed by 
schools; and the total for the island for the special schools — Continued. 







February, 1903 


1 




March, 1903. 






White. 


Colored. 




: White. 


Colored. 




Aggre- 










Total. 


Aggre- ; 






Total 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 




gate. 
157 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


' 


gate. 


58 


80 


3 


16 


157 


58 


80 


3 


16 


1.57 


157 


15 


17 


4 


6 


41 


41 21 


19 


• 6 


5 


51 


51 


44 


34 


9 


11 


98 


47 


36 


9 


11 


103 




51 


51 


6 


7 


115 


1 57 


59 


6 1 9 


131 




137 


179 


26 j 57 


399 


; 153 


210 


26 59 


448 




221 


108 


34 1 20 

1 


383 


1 225 
995. 


109 


35 1 21 

i 


390 


1,072 






27 


24 


15 18 


84 


i 28 


26 


16 ' 21 


91 




23 


19 


30 44 


116 


25 


22 


33 45 


125 




46 


38 


5 


2 


91 


' 51 
291 1 

; 103 


41 


5 ; 2 


99 


315 


86 





65 





151 


3 


73 1 7 


186 


33 


19 


15 


9 


76 


t 33 


22 


16 


10 


81 




36 


14 


28 


7 


85 


; . 36 


15 


29 


7 


87 




68 


26 


66 


5 


165 


74 


28 


66 


5 


173 




74 





31 





105 


105 





39 





144 




53 





4 





57 


55 





4 





59 




35 


7 


14 


1 


57 


37 


7 


14 


1 


59 




57 


11 


37 


10 


115 


58 


12 


38 


13 


121 




20 


8 


24 


12 


64 


21 


12 


24 


13 


70 




40 





7 





47 


45 





7 





52 




6 


1 


45 


17 


69 


6 


1 


55 


25 


87 




17 





8 





25 


30 





10 





40 




22 


4 


38 


11 


75 


j 26 


4 


41 1 11 


82 




29 


3 


6 


2 


40 


! 35 


4 


6 2 


47 




61 


9 


42 


1 


113 


62 


9 


47 1 


119 




110 


81 


73 


48 


312 


116 


82 


"77 1 52 


327 




14 


9 


141 


5 


169 


' 16 


9 


152 ; 5 


182 




76 


24 


35 


8 


143 


j 80 


29 


37 1 8 


154 




27 





22 





49 


1 37 





24 


61 




204 


127 


46 


33 


410 


i 229 


137 


50 


35 


451 




61 


12 


11 


1 


85 


68 


14 


14 


4 


100 




61 


11 


26 


8 


106 


1 70 


11 


27 


8 


116 




9 


2 


52 


9 


72 


9 


4 


62 1 11 


86 




60 


22 


11 


9 


102 


68 


25 


13 1 10 


116 




60 





42 





102 


60 





42 ; 


102 




1 93 


45 


104 


55 


297 


1 111 


63 


108 


59 


341 




1 










3,091 












3,443 








f" 18 


8 


3 


5 


M 




18 


8 


3 


5 


34 




23 


28 


13 


11 


75 




25 


33 


14 


13 


85 




21 


34 


2 


5 


62 




22 


36 


2 


5 


65 




27 


15 


5 


3 


50 




28 


17 


5 


3 


53 




28 


26 


9 


6 


69 




28 


27 


10 i 7 


72 




30 


26 


12 


4 


72 




36 


29 


12 1 4 


81 




44 


60 


21 


32 


157 




47 


63 


21 i 32 


163 














519, 




1 
1 




553 









i 2,225 


1,182 


1,190 j 497 


5,094 ' 2,459 

i 


1,306 


1,281 ; 545 


5,591 
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Table II.— 7>^/f/ wimfnT of /nipih eimAUd jrth> fh>^ l*ffpfwi«i« of the yettr to the end of 
'^(*frnn*i fULj/or'the ..^.^ -,. ^Mof>&; fA^ mmcfor the specM 



Aiici]a«A. 



«:: 



Huiitcttiiiiiir. 






/Carolina 

tKio Grande . 



(Fajard<».. 
NafoiHlM). 
Vieques . , 



IHuDiacao 
San Lorenzo . 
Yabucoa 



(AKUaNBiienaH. 
CaKuas 
<'ayey 



i/Guavaina . 
: I I'atlUas . . . 



(Aibonito. 
^Barros ... 
(Conierio . 



(Coanio , 
J liana Diaz.., 
Santa Isabel 



9 I Ponce 
10 



)Laia« 
Sabana Grande . 
Yaiico 



fCabo Rojo ... 
Marieao 
San German . 



13 

14 
15 
16 

17 

18 
19 



fAfiasco 
Las Marias. 
Mayaguez.. 



(Aguada 
Agiiadilla 
San Sebastian. 



! fCarauy . 
lllsabela. 



fArecIbo. 
i1 Lares . . . 



I (Ad juntas . 
:\Utiiado ... 



niales . . . 
Manatl.. 
Morovis. 



IfToa Alta... 
tVega Baja . 

Bayamon . . 

Total. 



Wli 


It*?. 


Q>lof«(L 


^. 


MaIoi, 




ti:i 


.aft 


ill 

5n 


102 


491 


317 


M4 
Si4 


i09 
370 


:)05 

3-iK 
2X3 


401 
•J29 
178 


174 


208 
1(M 
134 


517 
r,15 


325 
409 
170 


144 

m 


79 
tiO 
158 



189 
871 
8-23 

7a5 
187 

374 
WJl 
466 

634 
496 
231 

1.339 

362 
326 

682 

528 
161 
570 

548 

345 

1,191 



1,135 
649 

1,203 
553 

1,022 
655 

573 

1,187 

622 
650 
471 

748 
1,064 



28,717 



149 
770 
470 

412 
41 

279 

549 
191 

422 
32:^ 
182 

988 

202 
2(59 
615 

359 
1-22 
492 , 

429 ' 
220 ' 
952 i 

173 I 

608 

372 

516 
301 

791 
300 

470 
772 

344 
446 
199 

488 
660 

934 



19,268 



62 1 
289 I 

278 ! 

661 
127 

106 
120 
71 

432 
300 
146 



55 
174 
293 

158 
57 
220 

160 

57 

430 

86 

223 

72 

95 
56 

467 
90 



68 
206 
33 

243 
316 

654 



29 
235 
149 



10,452 ! 
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each month: by school districts, by municipalities , and total for the school distributed by 
schools; and the total for the island for the special schools — Ck>ntinued. 



May, 1903. 



June, 1903. 



White. 



Males. 



419 
804 

654 
508 

534 
335 
292 

537 
634 
301 

191 
895 
852 

734 
191 



892 
476 

646 
503 
242 

1,376 

374 
331 



543 
165 



668 

380 

1,230 

277 

1,175 

662 

1,235 
564 

1,045 
665 

592 
1,328 

656 
674 
484 

768 
1,089 

1,195 



29,581 



Fe- 
males. 



302 
775 



397 



421 
237 

187 

334 
422 
182 

152 
799 
493 

421 
41 

286 
566 
192 

427 
329 
186 

1,010 

212 
276 
625 

381 
130 
502 

445 
245 
993 



377 



525 
305 



821 
311 



484 



456 
203 



505 
679 



952 



19,887 



Colored. 



Males. 



242 



355 
559 



208 
129 



153 
124 
260 

71 
315 
292 



130 

110 

125 

72 

435 
302 
146 

828 

57 
177 
296 

165 

67 

224 

166 

67 

443 



229 
72 



100 
66 



475 
90 



35 



72 
211 
33 

250 
322 

664 



10,751 



Fe- 
males. 



597 

213 
381 

221 
108 
140 

81 
65 
167 

34 
251 
157 

315 
63 

48 
76 
16 

261 
225 
113 

640 

41 
132 

218 

56 
45 
183 

164 
53 
369 

87 
225 
50 



407 
37 

27 
49 

32 

187 

7 

216 

287 

546 



7,864 



Total. 



1,132 
2,784 



1,619 

1,778 



1,384 
809 



1,105 

1,245 

910 



148 
2,260 
1,794 



2,150 
425 



1,659 
766 



1,769 
1,359 

687 



684 

916 

1,829 



1,145 

397 

1,495 



1,343 

745 

3,035 



637 
2,265 
1,161 



1,903 



2,748 
1,103 



1,138 
2,134 



1,122 

1,528 

727 



1,739 
2,377 



3,356 



White. 



Aggre- 
gate. 



Males. 



3,916 
3,397 

3,001 

3,260 

4,502 
2,575 

3,248 



3,815 
3,854 



3,429 

3,037 

6,123 

4,063 
2,891 
3,851 
3,272 

3,377 



4,116 
3,366 



427 
811 

662 
517 

546 
341 
299 

541 
649 



906 
876 

749 
192 

391 
902 
480 

648 
608 
250 

1,400 

380 
334 



545 
171 

588 

582 

387 

1,252 

284 

1,191 

680 

1,239 
664 

1,052 



1,233 



489 

777 
1,114 

1,205 



68,083 



29,971 



Fe- 
males. 



306 

782 

401 
333 

431 
246 
195 



425 

182 

156 
811 
502 

427 
42 

287 
580 
193 

429 
329 
190 

1,032 

214 
276 
634 



134 
504 

457 

253 

1,008 

188 
645 



528 
307 

827 
311 

493 
791 

373 
461 
204 

510 



20,148 



Colored. 



Males. 



247 
617 



563 

210 
134 
196 

154 
129 



71 
324 
297 

690 
132 

110 
126 
72 

436 
303 
149 



57 
179 



167 

58 

227 

168 

70 

465 

92 

234 

73 

100 
66 

479 
91 

35 



72 
214 
33 

255 
330 



10,904 



Fe- 
males. 



171 
601 



228 
109 
150 

82 
66 
168 

34 
262 
164 

321 
64 

48 
77 
16 

261 
225 
118 

648 

41 
132 
221 

57 
47 
183 

167 
55 
376 



227 
50 



63 

410 
39 

27 
49 

32 

188 
7 

217 
294 

560 



7,987 



Total. 



1,151 
2,811 



1,638 
1,805 



1,415 
830 
840 



1,112 

1,269 

916 



459 
2,303 
1,839 



2,187 
430 



1,686 
761 



1,774 

1,366 

707 



3,919 



692 

921 

1,851 



1,165 

410 

1,502 



1,374 

765 

3,091 



657 
2,297 
1,186 



1,910 



2,768 
1,106 

1,154 
2,142 



1,140 

1,546 

733 



1,769 
2,427 



3,382 



Aggre- 
gate. 



3,443 

3,085 

3,297 

4,601 
2,617 

3,282 



3,846 
3,919 



3,464 

3,067 

5,230 

4,140 
2,900 
3,874 
3,296 

3,419 



4,186 
3,382 



69,010 



8611—04- 
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Tahi.k II. — Tttt'il nnmfHT of ftitpih emtttteil from the fteginmug of the i/e<ir to the end of 
color and Hex/or (he common 9<'ho*tU; the tuime for the special 



April. 19U3. 






Mmiic'iiNility. 



HPKi'lAI. JM'HOOLS. 



WhlU'. 



Colored. 



MHk>H. 



Nonnal wIumiI . 
Kiijanld 

MilVHKIH'/.. 

Ponrv 

Sun Juaii .. 



Iiuliistriiil srluMiln: 
Mhvjikhi*/. 



Sun .lunii , 



NlKJjt sc1i(m)1m: 

AKiiadilla 

AiJxmlH) 

liarros 

Hayain6ii 

CaKUHM 

('aiuuy 

Carolina 

(^ayoy 

Ooauio 

Conierio 

Fajardo 

Iliiniacao 

Junna Diaz 

Lajas 

Mayaj^uez 

Ponco 

Rl(»(iran(U* 

Sabanu (Jrande . 

San (rcrman 

San .luan 

San Lorenzo 

Pan Sebastian... 

Santa Isabel 

Utuado 

Vepi Baja 

Yaiieo 



Kindergarten schools: 

Afiaseo 

Bayam6n 

('ayey 

Lajas 

Ponce 

Rio I'ie<lras 

San Juan 



Total. 



Fe- 



|- 



niah'x. I 



Males. 



Fe- 

males. 



fiS 


K) 


3 


21 


21 


7 


48 


:U) 


9 


:>7 


65 


/ 


1;-.S 


213 


27 


2:vj 


111 


:« 


'2M 


27 


17 


'S'2 


3<l 


87 


r>;i 


45 


'' 


llKi 


17 


77 


:^ 


21 


19 


:w 


15 


31 


H() 


28 


73 


lis 





41 


01 





5 


"87 


'i7 


«14 


59 


13 


40 


21 


13 


24 


48 





9 




1 


62 


3() 


U 


10 


•29 


5 


46 


89 


6 


7 


m 


9 


47 


129 


95 


83 


17 


9 


163 


92 


31 


46 


37 





24 


237 


148 


53 


68 


14 


14 


79 


12 


30 


10 


10 


69 


70 


27 


13 


60 





42 


125 


7(5 


116 


18 


8 


3 


30 


34 


15 


23 


37 


3 


28 


17 


7 


29 


27 


10 


43 


34 


12 


48 


64 


21 



1,409 



1,376 




21 

47! 
2 



9i 
12 1 

l\ 




«1 
17 
14 


26 


12 

3 

1 
64 

6 

8 


35 

t\ 
11 \ 


65 



587 



lr>7 
54 

104 
140 
457 
399 



94 
14«J 
laT 



209 

93 

91 

1H« 

159 

(J9 

a 59 

1-29 

72 

57 

90 

40 

92 

55 

123 

371 

194 

177 

61 

473 

100 

129 

107 

120 

102 

382 



34 
92 
68 
55 
73 
93 
166 



Aggre- 
gate. 



1.57 ■ 



1,100 



315 



3,746 



581 



a School closed. 
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67 



each month: by school districts, by municipalitieSj and total for the school distributed by 
schools; and the total for the island for t/ie special schools — Continued. 



May, 1903. 


Wh 




June, 1903. 
Colored. 






White. 


Colored. 






ite. 






xMales. 


Fe- 
males. 






Total. 


Aggre- 
gate. 


Males. 


fFe-"" 
males. 


Males. 




Total. 


Aggre- 
gate. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Fe- 
maJcH. 


58 


80 


3 


16 


157 


157 


58 


80 


3 


16 


157 


157 


22 
49 


22 
36 


8 
9 


5 
11 


57 
105 


57 


22 
51 


23 
36 


8 
9 


5 
11 


58 


58 


107 




61 


66 


7 


11 


145 




63 


67 


7 


11 


148 




160 


219 


27 


60 


466 




'163 


220 


27 


60 


470 




240 


114 


36 


21 


411 


1, 127 


246 


118 


36 


21 


421 


1,146 






30 


27 


17 


23 


97 




30 


27 


17 


24 


98 




37 


35 


38 


50 


160 




43 


39 


38 


53 


173 




53 


50 


5 


2 


110 


367 


53 


50 


5 


2 


110 


381 


108 


17 


81 


11 


217 


109 


19 


83 


13 


224 


38 


26 


19 


14 


97 




40 


27 


21 


16 


104 




38 


15 


31 


7 


91 




38 


15 


32 


8 


93 




80 


28 


73 


5 


186 




80 


28 


73 


5 


186 




120 





43 





163 




131 


13 


58 


10 


212 




66 





5 





71 




71 





5 





76 




37 


7 


14 


1 


59 




37 


7 


14 


1 


59 




61 


13 


43 


18 


135 




63 


13 


46 


19 


141 




22 


15 


25 


14 


76 




22 


15 


25 


14 


76 




51 





11 





62 




53 





13 





06 




10 


1 


73 


26 


110 




10 


1 


74 


26 


111 




38 





11 





49 




47 





15 





62 




31 


5 


51 


19 


106 




34 


5 


5<) 


21 


116 




39 


6 


7 


3 


55 




39 


6 


7 


3 


55 




69 


9 


49 


1 


128 




69 


9 


49 


1 


128 




140 


98 


89 


66 


393 




147 


101 


98 


75 


421 




17 


9 


168 


5 


199 




17 


9 


173 


5 


204 




114 


37 


50 


9 


210 




115 


37 


50 


9 


211 




37 





25 





62 




39 





25 





64 




275 


184 


56 


35 


550 




286 


191 


57 


37 


674 




79 


23 


14 


6 


122 




84 


28 


14 


6 


132 




81 


13 


31 


8 


133 




82 


13 


32 


8 


135 




12 


10 


72 


21 


115 




14 


13 


72 


22 


121 




73 


29 


16 


10 


128 




73 


30 


16 


10 


129 




60 





42 





102 




60 





42 





102 




134 


80 


122 


69 


405 


4,024 


139 


81 


124 


70 


414 


4,216 






18 


8 


3 


5 


34 


■ 


18 


8 


3 


5 


34 




32 


37 


15 


13 


97 




32 


37 


15 


13 


97 




23 


37 


3 


5 


68 




23 


37 


3 


5 


68 




30 


22 


7 


3 


62 




30 


27 


7 


3 


67 




30 


27 


10 


7 


74 




31 


27 


10 


7 


75 




46 


35 


12 


4 


97 




46 


35 


12 


4 


97 




48 


64 


21 


33 


166 


598 


48 


64 


21 


33 


166 


604 






2,767 


1,504 


1,442 


617 


6,330 


2,856 


1,559 


1,495 


652 


6,562 



ft^ B«*.-JBT OW Ol'MMlrr-I-.-yEK -I-F ZMTaTIOS FOR PORTO RICO. 












>'*.r.#rtr 2KL 



Hv.- ?>tir*i* > »fl. 1 



':*5«L!U .'UfeJL 


.,. :» >:.i 


/Jat-^i* 

'jitir^ '#r»i^l^ 


... :*!?> + 






jF*>rw^ 

IVitTj-i^:* 


... v.v7> > 


[HUJKU/«/> 

hV/'>^A 


... \l.i0^J> 

... ;:.T-*^ > 


{r«ir'i>«A 

I'>y-ry 


... 4.104.0 
... I>.-<M.-> 
... ll.a^.'.v 


UftUkyxmm. 

tfmliVlMM 


... 17.5ai.O 
.. 4..V».5 







. »;. :iA. 

ffimnfm 13.414.0 

U>/tti*n1// 7.*a6.5 



h 



ll.i*h.l 



(AtiBMiut 11,018.0 

{UMiiariBM 2,421,5 

iMayiiKUez ! 29,414.5 

(AhubAa I 6,866.0 

UKUiuinia ; 20,800.0 



32,343.5 



42,864.0 



iHfin HaliMtUin . 



/('amijy . 
|IMa^M2ltt . 






/AdJUIltllM . 

llJtiuulo... 



((MnhtN..., 
{Mitimtl ., 
(MoroviN , 



jToft Aim... 



lliiyiimAu :, 

Totiil 

liiMulHr nonuulM... 
Model H. 



IDtfliniKlgmdud... 

hmuMtrlMl 

Night 

Klmlortriirton 



10,267.0 



21,471.6 
10,046.0 



37,923.0 



27,969.5 
7,176.0 



31,616.5 



6,886.0 
14,880.0 



-85,144.6 



7,082.0 
14,665.0 
7,617.6 



■21,716.0 



• 29,864.6 



14,628.0 
11,781.6 

26,404.6 

82,896.0 



.020,061.0 



3t:T-HiiiT«r aili. IwKKbtr. IKE. 



iMjauMiy, 1903. 



H .34. i 

J 



JT "(;^i 



SL'.iCL* 



55. is*-. 5 



4--/r: > 

3 

1*.<1»4.«.» 
4.37#-.-' 

7.IJJC.0 
li«»e.o 
7. W9. •-• 



iOmmft 15.730.5 

h {jiMrmDfAz ll.SftO.O 

|H«fitA IJMtj<;l 3.061.5 

30,772.0 

V P'if«/;« 38,126.0 

fUjiu 8,861.5 

10 Wjunji Grande 11,868.5 

AYnut'Jt 20,645.0 

40,875.0 . 

)irji\MtlU>jo 13,183.5 

lu^ritau* 2,470.0 

iHnnGermAU 16,690.0 



12,n4-.=> 
3,t»0-5 



9.725.5 
12,628.0 
22,024.5 

13,286.5 
2,041.5 
16,562.5 



44,378.0 



18,296.0 
1,278.0 

11,187.0 
8.869.0 



11,480.5 

2,096.5 

28,110.0 



31,890.5 



6,492.0 

22,265.5 

9,880.0 



41,687.0 



21,411.0 
9,960.5 



■38,637.5 



80,214.0 
8,196.0 



31,361.6 



6,626.0 
15,640.6 



38,409.0 



8,000.0 
14,644.6 
8,012.5 



-22,166.5 



16,297.6 
12,078.6 



80,667.0 

28,376.0 
37,604.0 



...646,000.0 



:4ltil* 



24.0QS.0 



33.6C27.5 



38.0g9.5 






*>.»*>-> 



ll.l«*L-> 

lia.o 
e.s«KcO 



2S.57J.5 



4.1Jt>-0 
W.5K.5 
13.119.0 

3i>,2S7.0 
4.31^5 

d.aw.0 

13.1M.5 
7.249.0 



-».4^5 



36.1^5 
24.512.5 , 



16.487.0 
13.274.0 
3.963.0 



26.62L5 



10l375lO 
27.880.0 

17.733l5 

14.555lO 
6.024.3 
6.914.0 

11.149.0 
12.063.5 
^.'^OqlO 

18,917.0 
13.489.0 

18,497.0 
4.744.0 

: 6,421.5 
13.65(2.0 
',»10.0 

• 15.761.5 
13.40O.O 
3,472.5 



38.268.0 
37.999.5 

r.493.5 

30.107.5 

36,291.5 
23,241.0 

27,413.5 



33.n4.0 
36.700.5 



13,225.0 
2,471.5 

21,774.0 
4,886.6 



8,948.0 
11,199.0 
20,717.0 



14,116.5 
1.866.5 
15,341.5 



12,238.5 

2,369.0 

28,455.5 



6,842.5 

21,112.0 

9,629.5 



20,671.5 
9,519.0 



28,309.5 
8,479.0 



6,627.0 
16,363.0 



40,864.0 

31,324.5 

43,063.0 

37,584.0 
30,190.5 
86,788.5 



8,238.5 
14,887.5 
8,287.0 



22,990.0 



16,266.0 
11,865.0 



30,868.0 



•28,131.0 
86,703.6 



629,505.5 



13,704.5 

3,116.6 

22,484.0 

6,806.6 



32,631.0 
40,098.0 



8,480.5 
12,584.0 
21,553.5 



13,687,5 

2,5n.5 

16,500.5 



12,028.5 

4,306.5 

28,657.6 



5,927.0 
22,159.0 
10,697.0 

21,864.0 
11,292.0 



29,273.0 
11,106.0 



7,238.0 
17,436.0 



9,689.0 
14,046.6 
8,608.6 



16,988.5 
12,780.6 



42,618.0 

32,759.5 

44,994.5 

38,683.0 
33,156.0 
40,379.0 
24,674.0 

32,293.0 



29,769.0 
39,941.0 

662.813.5 



14,228.6 

3,313.0 

20,427.0 

5,748.5 



a statiBtlcs incomplete. 
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Tablb IIL — Aggregate number of daya^ attendance: by school districts and by municipali' 
ties; totcUfor me island for the common schools, and also for the special schools — Cont'd. 



2^ 



Municipality. 



February, 1903. 



March, 1903. 



April, 1903. 



/Rio Piedras . 
itSan Juan ... 



/Carolina 

\Rio Grande . 



fFajardo.. 
{Naguado. 
iVieques.. 



fHumacao . . . . 
{San Lorenzo . 
lYabucoa 



[Aguas Buenas . 

Caguas , 

[Cayey 



/Guayama . 

Ila 



9 

ao 
11 

12 

13 

14 
16 
16 

17 

18 
19 



\Patiilas . 

f Aibonito . 
•{Barros ... 
ICk>merio . 



(Coamo 

<{ Juana Diaz . . 
ISanta Isabel . 

Ponce 



{Lajas 
Sabana Grande . 
Yauco 



fCaboRojo .— 
Maricao 
San German . 



TAfiasco 

•{Las Marias . 
|,Mayagruez.. 



I Aguada 

{Aguadilla 

I San Sebastian. 



/Camuy . . 
tisabela.. 

/Arecibo. 
\Lare8 ... 



/Adjuntas . 
lUtuado ... 



rCiales... 
{Manati.. 
[MoroYis . 



'/Toa Alta . . . 
\Vega Baja . 



Bayam6n — ^ 

Total 

SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 



Insular normal a . . 

Modela 

Hiffh and graded . 

Industriid. 

Night 

Kindergarten 



11,137.5 
26,865.0 



18,280.5 
21,040.0 



16,373.0 
7,821.5 
7,082.0 



12,691.0 
12,924.0 
8,771.5 



4,436.0 
20,507.0 
14,878.0 



18,458.0 
6,104.5 



6,689.0 
13,945.6 
7,880.6 



17,307.5 
14,776.5 
3,240.0 



7,820.0 
12,509.0 
21,666.5 



13,897.0 
3,703.6 
17,864.0 



13,114.0 
6,042.0 
26,683.0 



6,263.0 
22,677.0 
13,302.0 



23,413.0 
11,634.5 



30,997.0 
13,031.0 



8,334.5 
20,333.0 



10,689.0 
16,309.5 
9,044.6 



18,162.0 
13,284.0 



38,002.5 
39,320.5 

30,276.6 

34,386.5 

39,821.0 
23,562.5 

28,516.0 



36,323.0 
40,606.0 



41,995.6 

36,464.5 

46,739.0 

42,142.0 
34,947.6 
44,028.0 
28,667.6 

36,043.0 

31,446.0 
41,483.0 



690,769.6 



10,510.5 
26,682.0 



18,705.0 
21,229.0 



16,060.0 
9,348.6 
7,595.0 



12,404.0 
13,624.5 
9,069.0 



3,967.6 
21,212.6 
16,723.6 



19,799.5 
6,678.6 



7,969.0 
16,847.6 
9,121.6 



18,618.0 
14,690.0 
4,694.0 



14,304.0 
4,236.0 
18,857.5 



13,324.5 

6,571.5 

28,381.5 



5,270.0 
20,247.0 
12,419.5 



24,418.0 
10,486.6 



30,792.5 
12,979.0 



13,341.0 
23,261.0 



12,207.0 
17,062.6 
8,704.6 



18,971.0 
14,664.5 



37, 172. i 
39,934.1 

32,003.1 

36,097.1 

41,903.1 
25, 478. ( 



32,938.0 



37,902. 
49,030. 



40,207.6 



37,396.6 



48,277.6 



37,936. 
34,904. 
43,771. 
36,602. 



37,964.0 



33,635. 
42,147. 



724,201.5 



9,685.0 
24,018.6 



16,940.6 
21,619.6 



14,969.6 
9,082.6 
7,769.0 



11,636.5 
12,433.5 
9,969.6 



3,711.5 
19,984.0 
19,290.0 



21,270.0 
6,076.5 



9,826.5 
18,966.5 
9,694.0 



22,607.5 
16,229.0 
6,902.5 



8,695.0 
12,669.0 
21,804.0 



14,697.6 
3,896.6 
19,263.0 



13,637.0 
6,193.6 
29,012.6 



6,076.0 
20,660.5 
13,364.0 



23,671.5 
11,316.6 



30,430.5 
12,635.0 



13,476.0 
25,668.0 



12,734.6 
16,439.6 
9,122.6 



16,929.5 
14,569.0 



33,603.5 
38,460.0 

31,821.0 

33,928.6 

42,986.6 
27,346.6 

38,477.0 



44,739.0 
54,662.5 



43,058.0 

37,857.0 

48,843,0 

40,100.5 
34,988.0 
43,065.6 
39,134.0 

38,296.5 



31,498.5 
39,147.0 

742,001.5 



13,429.0 
3,242.5 

20,657.0 
5,266.0 



13,494.0 
3,510.0 

20,191.0 
4,796.0 



11,901.0 
3,436.5 

20,308.0 
4,766.0 



a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table III. — Aaynmtf mimfH-r of tUujH' tiitendtnice: hj school diMricts and by mfiniripali- 
tifn; toUit for On- Itinnd for th- commou M'hooln^ and aim for the ^jtecial schools — Cont'd. 



cv'! 

jg'E 1 MiinicipHlity. 


May, 

10.779.5 
28,701.0 

18,087.0 
22, 143. 5 

15,416.0 
8,431.5 
7,384.0 

ll,55(i.0 
13, 147. 5 
10,416.5 

3,912.0 
21,267.6 
18,792.0 


1903. 

39,480.5 
40.180.5 

31,231.5 

36,120.0 

43.971.5 
27,213.5 

40, 290. 

42,797.5 
53,974.0 

42,542.5 

36,499.0 

47,093.5 

39,145.0 
34,088.0 
41,196.0 
37,955.5 

38,344.0 

34,271.0 
40,967.0 


June, 


1903. 


Total for the year. 


1 


jKlo IMiilniM : 


9,889.0 
27.801.0 


90,453.5 
247. 632. 




jHiiii Jiinii 






/(^nroliiia 


87,690.0 




338,085.5 




17,470.0 
21,168.6 


164.285.5 




1 Klo (imiido 


187,038.6 

38,628.6 

136,735.0 

64.n4.0 

, 64.569.0 






[KHJaHo j 

I NaKtiatM) 

[VlLMjllt»»< 


351,321.0 


'A 


15.437.0 
7.206.6 
7,678.0 


1 




80,221.6 




266,018.0 


11,373.5 
13,516.5 
9,405.0 


lAi ^<kA t^ 


Kail \AtVi'\\'My 


113.577.0 
76. 490. 5 






YabiK'oa 






(AKiiaN liiUMUiH 


34,296.0 




2M, 262.0 




3,4a5.6 
20,703.6 
19,012.0 


35. 819. 5 


5 


<(!aKUaN 


184. 147. 5 






[Cayi-y 


43,1-21.0 
24,359.6 

38,967.6 

42,438.5 
53,447.0 

43,118.0 

34,869.6 

44,869.5 

36,827.0 
31,966.0 
40,702.0 
36,427.5 

36,291.0 

31,799.0 
37,166.6 


140, 135. 5 






((luavaiiia 


360,102.5 




19,871.0 
7,;M2.5 

9,774.0 
20.962.5 
9.553.6 


18,467.0 
5,902.5 


173, 743. 5 
48,088.5 


tt 


il*atniai4 






f Aihonito 


221,832.0 




9,297.0 
20,365.5 
9.306.0 


69,746.0 
143,166.0 
75,869.0 


7 


^Harnw 






M'OIIUTio 






|('oaino 


288,781.0 




21.505.5 
14,685.5 
6.606.5 


21,093.5 
14,517.0 
6,828.0 


166,073.5 
125,265.5 
42,608.6 


H 


•|jimiui Dlax 






iHanta iKiibel 






I'Olll'f 


383,947.5 
404,773.5 


9 










jLalaw 


... 








8,351.0 
11,644.0 
22,547.5 


8,339.0 
12,611.0 
22,168.0 


76,852.6 
109,583.5 
193,220.5 




10 


<Haf>aiia (iniiult* 






[ YaucM) 






|Cab(» Kojo 


379,656.5 




13,902.5 
4,192.5 
18, 404. 


13,626.0 
3,933.5 
17,310.0 


124,701.0 
28,910.5 
156,793.0 


11 


<Marl<'a() 






iHaii Ueriiiaii 






[Aftam^o 


310,404.5 




12,t}6().5 

6,625.0 

27. 802. 


11,818.0 
6,322.5 
26,729.0 


111,325.5 

44,950.0 

253,145.5 


12 


< I^H Mariax 






[MavaKuez 






[ AKiiada 


409,421.0 




5,709.5 
20, 454. 
12,981.5 


5,680.5 
19,317.0 
11,829.5 


55,126.5 
189,592.0 
104,260.0 


13 


AKuadilla 






Han HebiiMtian 






J(!ainu V 


348,978.5 




22,W9.0 
11,239.0 


21,519.0 
10.437.0 


201,288.6 
96,820.0 


14 


llHabela 






(AriMilbo 


297,108.5 




29.371.0 
11.825.0 


29.427.0 
11,275.0 


266,784.0 
96,700.0 


15 


t LareH 






f AdjuiitaH 


363,484.0 




13,021.0 
24,934.5 


12,669.0 
23,758.5 


88,167.5 
182,164.6 


16 


I Utuado 






KMales 


270,332.0 




13,070.0 
16.689.0 
8,585.0 


12,165.0 
15,661.0 
8,465.0 


73,820.0 
138,844.0 
76,447.0 


17 


•JManatI 






[MorovlH 






/Toa Alta 


289, m.o 




17.816.0 
16,455.0 


16,629.5 
15,169.5 


162,683.0 
122,547.5 


18 


iVcKaBaja 






Bayam6n 


275,230.5 
848,055.0 


19 










Average 




- 


6 




746,360.5 


717,194.6 


,168,907.5 




SPECIAL 8CHOOM. 

iDsular normal « 




~ 














Modela 










Hif h and g^ded 




13,599.5 
3,584.5 

20,476.0 
4,613.0 




12,135.5 
3,381.0 

19,455.0 
4,509.0 




119,013.0 
27,882.5 




Industrial 








Night 






176,909.0 
48,268.5 




Kinder&rarten 



















a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table IV. — Average number of pupUs taugM each day: by months, by school districts, by 
municipalities; and total average for the common schools; also the same for the speciid 
schools. 




a statistics incomplete. 
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Table IV. — Avenige numfter of pupils taught each day: fjy monthSt by school districts, by 
municipaiitie^t; amf fotal average for the common schools; also the same for the specud 
»cJtool»—Coii ti u ucth 



^1 



MunidpalUy. 



FeiifiMry, ivm. 



M&Kh,l90&. 



I 



ApriiaiWQ^ 



TRloPIednui.... 
\8«ii Ju&n ..,.., 

rCKToUiu „ „ , . . 

fPajftrdfj 

Naguabu 

Vieques,,,*,**. 

fniimA4;4W 
Ban Lorenzo ... 

AgU4s Bueniu . 
CajH^i^— " 






«U.OS 



391. 0» 
438.50 



1, 966.09 ! 
1,513.83 I 



1,388.10 

fl3&.B5 
1,061,45 

753,00 
467.43 
379.76 

6S0.20 
fiai.23 
463.4ft 



221.80 

1,025. && 

743. W 



iPatill 



laa. 



[Aibontto . 
[Comeiio^. 



9aa.79 
255.23 



334,45 
304,03 



1,991.05 
I,l7fi.l3 



t9S.3f» 

1,010.33 

S«e,18 

283! 93 



308.45 



iCoamo,,. 
Saura IsilWI . 



.1 S&\^ 
J 738. 7it 
A 162.00 



Ponce . 



[Lalas ........... 

Sab^na Gmtide . 
[Yaiico ,, 

{CaboKojo 
MiirloiiO,,,,,,.,. 
Ban German 



fAilaaca. .... 
[Maya^ez.. 



391.00 
1,0(33. 25 



1, 


7?J.BS 




456.03 


1 425 75 - 






925.90 


1 


734.60 




234.70 


J y^ijj 1^ _ 








2,030.30 1. 







(Aguada . . . 
AifuadUlH, - - , , , 
tian Sebastian. 



fCanmy,. 
\Isat>elii.. 

/Areoibo . 
iLares .,, 



fAdjuncaa. 
tmiiadt)... 



fClalsH,.. 
iMorovis . 



rrott AJtA... 

\Vega Baja . 



Bsyam^n.......,,. 

Average...... 

SPECIAL MHOOLS. 



Insular normal n. . 

Mwlelo,„„ 

Hlfih and graded . 
IndvMtriAl ,,,,,.,, 

Night 

KlndergwTten,,,,, 



694.35 

1H5,1» 
SOS. 20 



666.70 

3(S.10 

1, 329. 15 



313. IS 

1,128,8,'i 

665.10 



l,170.fift 
576.73 



1, 549, S.^ 
651.55 



416. 73 
1,016.65 



534.45 
765. 4S 
452.23 



903.10 
664. tiO 



'2,099.78 

1,773.33 

2,2S6,95 

2.107,10 
1,747.33 
2,201.40 
1,4»3.38 

1,752,15 



1,5?2.30 
2.074,15 



411.60 

594. On 

1,004.73 



715.20 
21L75 
942. S8 



666.23 
1,419.03 



263.50 

l,012.a'> 

tJ20.9S 



1,220.90 
5-24.33 



64^.96 



34,538.43 



671.45 

S63,ia 

l,032.fi& 

263.25 



667.05 
1,163.05 



610. S5 
S.'i2.63 



948.55 
728.23 



1,S6&.6S 
Ih 996,70 

1.600, 18 

1,764,88 

2,096,18 
1.273,90 

1,«46,90 



1,895.10 
2,451.50 



2,010,38 

l,8e0,83 

2,413.88 

1.896,83 
1,745.29 
2.183,58 
1,8»0.10 

1.398.20 



1,676.78 
2,107.35 



674.70 

17li.e0 

1,009.55 

239.75 



479. 2& 
1,200. US 



347.08 
l,0f7,>.98 



74S.48 
4M.13 

388.45 



576. 79 
6(21. 6S 
497.98 



185. 5S 
990, 20 
964.50 



1,0X3. GO 
303. 8S 



49L3S 
047.83 
46170 



1,130,38 
761.45 
345.13 



734.88 
194.83 
063.15 



861.86 

309,68 

1,450.63 



30a.80 

1.033,03 

668.20 



l,lS3,fta 
565.83 



1,521.63 
1)31,75 



673,80 
1,282.90 



636.73 
821,98 
456.13 



MG, 48 
728.45 



1,(»9,IS 
1,933.00 

1,591.05 

1,696.43 

2,149.21 
1,367.SS 

],923.S!^ 



2,236,^ 
2,732.63 



2 J 52/90 

1,892.^ 

2,44113 

2, 006^ OS 
1.749.4* 
2,153.28 
1,956.70 

1,914.33 



1.574.96 
1,957,85 



37,100.08 



595.05 

171,83 

1.0m40 

2^.30 



a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table I V. — Average number of pupils taught each day: by months^ by school districts, by 
rmmkipoliiien; and toUd average for the common schools; also the same for the special 
sehooli—Cont i nued , 



^^5 


Municipality. 


May, 1S03. 


Jutie, 


1^. 


Avewgtj for the year. 




/KioPiedrafl .,, .„, 


CS8.9S 
1,435.06 


494.45 

i,aso.o5 


1.B84.50 
l,9ftLi3 

1,51L0S 

1,714.75 

2,166.05 
1,217.96 

1.^.38 

2,672.36 

2,165.90 

1,743.48 

2,248.48 

U&1L35 
i,B97.80 
2,0B5il0 
1,321,38 

13H.55 

1,689.05 
l,B58.S3 


602.52 
1,375.73 




] 


\Bftn Juan .^ »^ ...... 






rCttwlina 


1,878. as 




901. a^ 
1,107.18 

7 JVHI iW 


873..% 
1.002.93 


912.70 
1,039.10 


2 


iHio Grajide ..... l 






fF^jardo ,...., 


1.961,80 




770. t«J 
421. ,W 

1 W1 f^ 


771.85 
378.90 


759.64 
B59.52 

ae«,72 


3 


j NngiiBlx) 




Viequeu,,,.,., , 






1,477.88 




fHiuaopao , , , * ^ - . . . 


fl77,80 
657.38 

530, wa 

... 1 7FJI m 


568.68 
(175:83 
470.25 


673.86 
630.98 
424. 9fi 


4 


{San Loienso .^,. 






[VaMicroA ,,„, ,.„, 






[Agnae Buenas * „.. 


1,634.79 




195,60 
1,013.38 
939,60 
' — 2,1M.&8 

9ys.w 

3G7.13 

1 tvtn ttn 


170.28 

1,035,18 

»50.tiO 


199,00 

i,oaa,tH 

778.63 


5 


Cag'uaa ^ . 






Cftvey**,, >*,„, 






/Guayctma 


2,000.57 




922.85 
295,13 


966.24 
237.16 


G 


LPatillttsf . , 






fAibonlto ^ -. 

-{Barros 


1,232.40 


7 


4S8.70 
1.04«,13 

m. 68 

9 nlri VI 


464.85 

1,018.^^8 

465,25 


587.47 
79.5. 37 

421, 49 




[Comerio ...... ^ . , ^ 








1,604.34 




1, 075. 28 
734.28 
^0.39 


l,OM.f^ 
341.40 


922.63 
695.92 
236,71 


g 


■ Juana Dlfljs -. 






Banta Isabel , » 






Potice . 


1,855.28 
2,248.7* 


9 


,. 2,698.70 






iLftjas 










417.55 

682,20 

1,127.SS 


416.95 

630.5.'> 

1,103,40 


426.96 

ri08.80 

1,073.46 




10 


^3a£ana Grande 






lYaoco 






jCubo Rojo 


2,109,20 




69fi.l3 
209.63 

920, 2U 

1 ^^1 95 


681.30 
196.68 
8rt5.50 


092.78 
1G0.61 
871.07 


11 


Maricao .., 






San <jf erman 






tfAJifU^t^i ,, 


1,72*.47 




tt33.S3 

331,25 

1,390.10 

2 S64 6B 


S00.90 

ai6. 13 

1,338,45 


618,48 

249.72 

1,406,36 

1.063.^29 
579,22 


12 


tAS MariaA..«..^.. 






Maf a^ez , * . * , 






fAfnifi/l^ , , 


2,274,66 




285. 4% 

1,022,70 

649.08 

1 357 25 


2^.03 
B65.85 
d91,48 


IS 


AguadfllH 




San SeboatiAn^ , . . . , , 






(Qamuy . .... . ^^ . . * , 


1,908.77 




l,M2.4a 
561.95 

1 7f>t An 


1,07,5.95 
521.85 


1,U8,27 
532.^ 


. 14 


ileabcla 






fArecibo.,, 


1,650.60 




l,4tiS>55 
591. 2& 


1, 471. 35 
563,75 


1,482.13 
637.22 


16 


Lare§ 






/Adjutitaa 


2,019.36 




651.06 
1,246.73 

1 S07 7fl 


633.45 
1,187.03 


48^,82 
1,012.03 


16 


Utuado .<..... , , 






fCiales ..,. 


1,501, « 




6fS3.5a 
S34.t5 
429.25 


608.25 
783,05 
42!. 25 


410.11 
771.36 
424.71 


17 


Manittl 






MoTOTia ...,».*«] 






fToa Alta ....,„.,.. 


1,606.17 




B90.fl0 
822.75 

1 713 55 


BS1.48 
758.48 


W8.24 
6ttO,82 


IS 


[VegaBftja 






Eajramdn ,,,.„.,,„ , » . . * 


1.529.06 
1.903.64 


1ft 


2H04a&5 








Average .*,„,.,, 

SPSJCIAt SCffOOlS. 

Insular normal n 












..*.-,.... 37,318.08 


35.8&9.73 




34,271.71 








' 










Modela ,. 










HIeh and srtded „ „ 


e79,ee 




606.78 
1£9.(^ 
972.75 
225.45 




661.73 




InduatHftl 


179.2S 






161.86 




Night....... 


.„. 1,023.S0 






9fi0.82 




Kindeigar ten*-, -,,,„,* ****., 


230,65 






2«),33 













a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table V. — Average nnwtter of day^ enrh /w/^oo/ wan kejit: hif ^hofjl df^riets, by mnnici' 
paiitieSj and average fftt the u'hoie inland for the common schools; (dso tlie satne for the 
special Hchooln. 



Municipality. 



/Rio Pledras. 
;\San Juan .... 



, !fCan)lina 

\RioGrande- 

t 



(Fajanlo . , 
Naguabo . 
Vieques . . 



(Humaeao 
San I^renzo. 
Yabucoa 



{Aguav«» Buenas . 
Caguas 
Cayey 



e i/Guavama. 
** IPatillas... 



fAibonito . 

7 ^Barroa 

I Comerio . , 



(Coamo 
J nana Diaz . . 
Santa Isabel . 



• Ponce . 



I f Lajaa 

-jSabana Grande. 



lYauco . 



{Cabo Rojo . . . 
Maricao 
San German. 



(Afiaaco 
Las Marias . 
Mayaguez . . 



IAguada 
Aguadilla 
San Sebastian . 



fCamuy . 
\Isabela . . 

fArecibo 
1 Lares 



fAdjuntas . 
\Utuado . . . 



fCiales ... 
•{Manatl .. 
iMorovis . 



/ToaAlta... 
\Vega Baja . 



Bayam6n 

Average 

SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 

Insular normals. . . 

Modelo 

High 

Industrial 

Night 

Kindergarten 



October, 1902. 



19.77 
19.41 



19.74 
18.76 

17.25 
19.28 
19.00 



19.73 
19.19 
18. 45 



19.85 
18.00 
17.01 



18.74 
20.00 



19.33 
18. 95 
19.91 



19.61 
18.44 
19. 75 



18.82 
19.64 
19.52 



19.61 
20.00 
19.92 



19.00 
20.00 
19.92 



19.8 

19.37 

19.94 



20.00 
20.00 



18.18 
18. 75 



20.00 
18.72 



19.53 
19.95 
19.4 



19.94 
17.96 



19.5 
19.25 

18.11 

19.19 

17.93 
19.00 

19.3 



19.13 
19.33 



19.82 

19.69 

19.62 
20.00 
18.34 
19.08 

19.69 



18.79 
17.5 



19.07 



18.95 
20.00 
13.24 
18.60 



November. 1902. 



18. W 
18.97 



19.00 
19.04 



18. .55 
19.00 
18.9 



18.06 
18. 42 
18.6 



18.71 
18.98 
18.05 



18.62 
18.75 



18.88 
18. 22 
19.00 



1S.6 
18.34 
18.4 



19.00 
18.46 
18.96 



18.27 
19.16 
19.00 



18.83 

19.1 

19.02 



18.7 

18.16 

19.00 



18.58 
19.07 



19.00 
19.00 



19.00 
18.72 



19.2 

17.78 

19.1 



18.23 
18.83 



19.17 
19.00 

18.74 

18.34 

18. 62 
18.68 

18.59 



18.48 
18.87 



18.83 

18.75 

18.98 

18.5 
18.73 
19.00 
18.8 

18.5 



18.48 
18.96 



18.74 



18.23 
17.60 
17.27 
19.11 



I 
December, 1902. ' January, 1903. 



17.38 
19.00 



17.91 
18.08 

17.9 
16.37 
17.45 



18.37 
18.61 
16.25 



18.42 
17.93 
18.00 



18.9 
19.00 



17.66 
18.00 
17.77 



18.25 
18.31 
16.83 



18.00 
17.85 
17.37 



18.5 
18.33 
17.6 



18.94 

18.7 

19.00 



19.00 
18.46 
18.52 



18.1 
18.3 



17.82 
18.12 



19.00 
18.84 



19.13 
17.76 
18.4 



18.18 
18.66 



I 



18.6 
18.00 

17.47 

17.96 

18.01 
18.93 

17.86 



18.07 
17.91 



17.63 



18.94 

18.58 
18.16 
17.91 
18.89 

18.32 



18.38 
17.9 



18.50 



18.80 
18.40 
17.46 
18.30 



18.89 
19.97 



19.17 
19.70 



18.60 
19.50 
20.00 



18.94 
19.71 
19.27 



17.85 
17.23 
18.19 



19.31 
'20.00 



18.22 
18.80 
18.63 



19.10 
19.50 
18.40 



19.09 
19.66 
19.40 



19.76 
18.42 
19.00 

19.50 
19.30 

19.84 



18.40 
19.03 
18.47 



18.93 
19.33 



18.63 
19.62 



19.27 
19.11 



19.86 
18.50 
19.80 



19.57 
20.00 



19.69 
19.45 

19.18 

19.34 

18.69 
19.45 

18.88 



19.18 
19.25 



19.41 

19.20 

19.67 

18.76 
19.06 
18.91 
19.16 

19.24 



19.75 
19.61 



19.26 



19.73 
20.00 
18.20 
19.80 



a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table V. — Average number of days each school vwts kept: by school districts j by munici' 
polities, and average for the whole island for the common schools; also the same for the 
special «c/M)ofe--Continued. 



11 


Municipality. 


February, 


1903. 


March, 


1903. 


April, 


1903. 




/Rio Piedras 


18.92 
18.65 


18.73 
18.93 

18.23 

18.70 

18.57 
18.05 

18.17 

18.07 
18.77 

18.45 

18.92 

18.84 

18.78 
18.83 
18.65 
16.56 

18.41 

18.66 
18.60 


18.35 
18.75 


18.65 
19.12 

18.70 

19.02 

17.84 
17.95 

17.63 

17.24 
17.27 

17.69 

18.92 

18.94 

17.45 
18.72 
18.76 
17.98 

18.31 

18.50 
18.51 


17.28 
17.00 




1 


\Saii Juan 






/Carolina 


17.08 




18.95 
18.91 


18.20 
19.63 


18.52 
19.64 


2 


\Rio Grande 






f Fajardo 


19.10 




18.47 
17.70 
18.30 


18.26 
19.00 
19.20 


19.16 
18.72 
18.13 


3 


■ Naguabo 






Vieques 






f Humacao 


18.80 




18.50 
18.80 
18.83 


19.00 
19.04 
19.00 


19.05 
19.05 
19.61 


4 


^San Lorenzo 




[ Yabucoa 






fAgiias Buenas 


19.19 




19.00 
18.45 
18.61 


17.85 
18.93 
17.68 


18.71 
18.70 
19.37 


5 


Caguas 






Cayey 






/Guayama 


18.67 




17.77 
19.12 


17.81 
18.44 


19.84 
20.00 


6 


\Patillas 






fAibonito 


19.89 




18.11 
18.28 
18.00 


16.66 
17.62 
18.53 


19.56 
18.29 
19.83 


7 


• Barros 






Comerio 








18.98 




rCoamo 


19.00 
17.61 
16.00 


17.30 
18.03 
14.62 


19.91 
19.50 
18.66 


8 


< JuftPft DiaPf •. . . . 






ISanta Isabel 






Ponce 


19.65 
19.53 


9 










Laias 












17.72 
18.73 
18.59 


18.63 
17.93 
17.18 


19.81 
19.80 
19.70 




10 


Sabana Grande 






Yauco 






fCabo Rojo 


19.75 




18.94 
19.00 
18.88 


18.83 
19.85 
18.72 


20.00 
18.71 
19.68 


11 


• Maricao 






San German ■. 






fAftasco 


19.66 




18.42 
19.00 
19.00 


18.94 
19.40 

18.82 


19.89 
20.00 
19.74 


12 


^Las Marias 






JMayagruez 






f Ag^ada 


19.82 




18.40 
18.87 
18. 82 


16.10 
17.83 
17.52 


20.00 
18.74 
19.41 


13 


{Aguadilla 






[San Sebastian 






fCamuy 


19.15 




18.81 
18.86 


18.90 
18.33 


19.81 
19.43 


14 


iiMibeik.:::::. .:..::.::;:::.:: 






/Arecibo 


19.69 




18.66 
18.62 


18.69 
19.06 


19.30 
19.75 


15 


\Lare8 






fAdiunt€i8 ...." 


19.43 




14.86 
17.46 


19.17 
17.34 


19.76 
19.56 


16 


tutuado 






fCiales 


19.63 




19.40 
17.42 
19.00 


17.88 
18.57 
18.50 


19.29 
18.33 
20.00 


17 


{ManatI 






[Morovis 






/Toa Alta 


19.02 




18.92 
18.31 


19.00 
17.85 


17.96 
17.90 


18 


\VegaBaja 






Bayani6n 


17.91 
17.73 


19 










Average 






- 








18.51 




18.41 


19.11 




SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 

Insular normal « 




















Modela 










High 





19.00 
19.00 
18.09 
17.88 




18.95 

19.00 

17.87 

' 18.41 




16.97 




Industrial 









18.33 




Night 

Kindergarten.. 









18.80 








18.25 











a Statistics incomplete. 
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Tablk V. — Avemge number of days each school was kept: by sdiod districts, by murdei- 
pfilities, and average for the whole island for the common schools; also the same for the 
itj/ecial i^chooh — Continued. 



II 



Municip&lity. 



May, 1908. 



June. 1908. 



Avenge for the 
school year. 



/Rio Piedras . 
ISan Juan . . . 



/Carolina 

\Rio Grande . 



iFajardo . . 
NagiiAlx). 
Vieques . . 



fHuma(;ao 
San Lorenzo . 
Yabucoa 



(AguaM Buenas . 
Caguas 
Cayey 



/Guayama . 
\Patilla8... 



f Aibonito . 
^Barros ... 
IComerio.. 



fCoamo 
Juana Diaz . . 
Santa Isabel . 



Ponce . 



{Lai as 
Sabana Grande . 
Yauco 



fCaboRojo 
Maricao 
San German . 



fAfiasco 
Las Marias . 
Mayaguez. . 



fAguada 

"{Aguadilla 

i San Sebastian. 



/Camuy . . 
\lsabela.. 

/Arecibo . 
1 Lares ... 



/Adiuntas . 
tutuado... 



[Ciales... 
{Manati.. 
iMorovis. 



/ToaAlta... 
\Vega Baja . 



Bayam6n 

Average 

SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 



Insular normal a. 

Modela 

High 

Industrial 

Night 

Kindergarten — 



19.78 
20.00 



19.69 
19.84 



19.26 
19.90 
18.00 



19.47 
20.00 
19.92 



19.28 
19.88 
19.66 



.1 19.59 

.1 20.00 



19.16 
19.69 
19.61 



19.95 
19.38 
19.75 



19.54 
18.86 
19.33 



19.44 
20.00 
19.72 



19.57 
20.00 
19.76 



19.70 
19.43 
19.64 



19.78 
19.62 



19.43 
19.06 



19.70 
19.71 



19.68 
19.67 
19.60 



19.67 
19.66 



19.95 
19.77 

19.06 , 

19.80 

19.48 
19.68 

19.50 



I 

j 18.67 
20.00 



19.72 
19.80 



19.25 

19.66 

19.75 

19.54 
19.73 
19.33 
19.61 

19.56 



19.61 
19.92 



19.63 



19.69 
20.00 
19.32 
19.25 



19.82 
19.72 



19.82 
17.80 
20.00 

I 19.47 
19.70 
18.84 



19.60 
19.16 
19.80 



19.12 
19.77 



19.08 
19.33 
19.38 



19.70 
19.16 
20.00 



19.18 
19.40 
19.14 



19.16 
19.67 
19.24 



18.89 
19.91 
19.84 



19.70 
19.16 
18.94 



19.48 
19.80 



19.64 
19.43 



19.82 
19.46 



19.52 
19.14 
20.00 



18.76 
19.33 



19.64 
19.77 

19.28 

19.40 

19.46 
19.27 

19.29 



19.68 
19.05 



19.23 

19.26 

19.69 

19.19 
19.57 
19.69 
19.59 

19.46 



19.02 
18.60 



19.35 



167.82 
177.82 



171. 4S 
178.42 



166.86 
167.27 
169.07 



170.59 
172.50 
168.98 



19.54 
19.66 
19.00 
19.62 



169. U 
168.82 
167.24 

169.77 
175.26 



166.84 
167.41 
171.76 



171.66 
168.63 
162.47 



169.82 
170.39 
170.22 



172.56 
173.10 
171. 76 



173.06 
173.64 
174.97 



169.80 
169.03 
170.29 



174.68 
172.85 



169.44 
171.44 



170.42 
169.08 



173.33 
166.88 
173.70 



168.17 
169.42 



174.92 
172.45 

167.57 

170.75 

168.26 
170. 9S 

168.42 



169.19 
171.68 



170.19 

172.23 

174.24 

169.53 
172.69 
170.00 
169.52 

170.48 



168.71 
167.19 



170.85 



171.72 
161.10 
169.74 



a Statistics Incomplete. 
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Table VI. — Average daily per cent of attendance: by months^ by school districtSj by 
TnunidpalitieSf and the total average for the island for the common schools; also the same 
fw the special schools. 



m 



Municipality. 



1902. 



Oct. Nov. Dec, 



1903. 



Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. June. 



Aver- 
age for 
the 
year. 



8 



10 



11 



12 



13 



16 



17 



fRioPiedras 

ISan Juan 

jCarolina 

\Rio Grande 

iFajardo 

Naguabo 

Vieques 

Humacao 

San Lorenzo 

Yabucoa 

Aguas Buenas . . 

Caguas 

Cayey 

fOuayama 

iPatillM 

lAibonito 

Barros 

Comerio 

Coamo 

Juana Diaz 

Santa Isabe 

Ponce 

Laias 

Sabana Grande. 

Yauco 

Cabo Rojo 

Maricao 

San German 

Afiasco 

Las Marias 

Mayaguez 

Aguada 

Aguadilla 

San Sebastian... 

Camuy 

Isabela , 

'Arecibo 

Lares 

'Adjuntas 

(Jtuado 

Ciales 

Manati 

Morovis 

/ToaAlta 

\Vega Baja 

Bayam6n 



Average . 



SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 



Insular normal a . 

Modela 

Hieh 

Industrial 

Night 

Kindergarten 



91.93 
93.97 
94.48 
93.79 
95.06 
88.71 
80.71 
90.90 
87.62 
90.33 
89.47 
90.88 
92.55 
88.43 
90.23 
89.93 
91.39 
92.64 
84.60 
88.29 
81.91 
91.83 
93.29 
94.08 
90.00 
87.07 
77.26 
85.70 
87.29 
82.01 
80.64 
91.70 
80.11 
82.46 
90.18 
85.31 
91.46 
87.95 
89.67 
89.88 
86.30 
89.73 
87.73 
87.89 
83.43 
86.87 



9.00 



95.61 
92.14 
87.20 
82.15 



87.37 
91.60 
90.26 
89.46 
92.60 
88.16 
84.85 
81.07 
77.95 
82.88 
85.79 
84.68 
87.22 
82.57 
81.76 
87.95 
83.18 
88.65 
84.77 
84.32 
84.12 
89.85 
91.65 
93.55 
86.75 
87.54 
68.54 
82.53 
81.18 
72.19 
85.18 
83.74 
77.83 
75.37 
83.42 
80.63 
87.06 
76.27 
86.91 
83.96 
83.58 
85.25 
85.96 
82.97 
87.10 
85.14 



93.37 
94.84 
81.64 
72.77 



86.68 
91.33 
88.88 
86.35 
88.28 
88.66 
76.92 
83.12 
79.29 
76.61 
77.81 
82.62 
84.86 
82.31 
80.08 
84.66 
87.17 
84.93 
83.79 
84.61 
83.28 
91.08 
88.05 
92.02 
87.61 
87.28 
61.92 
80.08 
81.44 
75.77 
86.44 
85.08 
78.51 
75.33 
81.83 
78.27 
84.40 
76.78 
86.01 
80.23 
79.63 
80.30 
88.21 
80.79 
83.36 
85.89 



83.97 



93.97 
92.44 
78.29 
80.03 



82.52 
87.66 
84.46 
79.59 
84.18 
82.54 
75.26 
73.09 
73.67 
69.19 
74.16 
75.52 
80.60 
73.22 
77.82 
78.21 
78.69 
80.47 
76.84 
77.83 
81.12 
90.44 
80.13 
85.11 
79.57 
82.01 
70.77 
76.38 
78.72 
76.34 
81.63 
80.60 
74.04 
72.85 
79.61 
75.04 
79.00 
79.14 
84.49 
76.17 
73.40 
81.18 
82.27 
78.04 
78.31 
82.76 



78.62 



92.62 
91.74 
72.46 
73.72 



89.00 
88.63 
88.43 
85.54 
91.68 
93.24 
85.22 
82.86 
79.28 
83.96 
78.94 
80.75 
83.33 
80.29 
81.79 
86.81 
84.41 
88.12 
82.37 
87.91 
83.51 
94.29 
81.22 
89.66 
85.52 
86.73 
81.45 
83.79 
83.32 
79.12 
79.95 
81.34 
77.08 
84.86 
84.37 
78.66 
83.60 
84.13 
91.94 
84.88 
83.31 
84.24 
85.65 
83.25 
85.83 
86.44 



84.88 



92.60 
88.74 
78.09 
79.00 



86.88 
88.31 
86.94 
84.67 
91.17 
93.08 
84.37 
81.68 
80.47 
85.38 
74.93 
79.72 
82.86 
82.09 
81.96 
87.90 
83.37 
88.43 
88.34 
85.20 
90.04 
93.94 
84.58 
90.93 
86.77 
90.93 
81.92 
87.99 
83.91 
79.91 
86.31 
80.62 
71.95 
80.90 
81.85 
76.11 
82.82 
82.59 
89.66 
85.40 
85.45 
84.40 
84.47 
82.76 
86.32 
84.76 



85.09 



93.83 
91.49 
79.08 
76.46 



85.38 
87.99 
83.10 
82.87 
91.49 
92.16 
85.11 
78.11 
75.87 
84.71 
70.59 
77.43 
80.63 
80.68 
81.37 
87.21 
84.02 
85.20 
86.50 
83.33 
84.69 
91.92 
81.79 
89.93 
85.49 
87.03 
77.56 
85.77 
83.04 
71.36 
83.03 
79.28 
71.87 
78.41 
81.52 
73.02 
80.22 
79.19 
86.54 
80.46 
80.50 
84.22 
84.97 
80.38 
84.37 
82.88 



82.99 



92.80 
86.07 
77.69 
78.17 



85.21 
89.48 
84.58 
85.00 
90.68 
90.90 
66.25 
78.53 
77.89 
85.35 
74.01 
78.20 
80.68 
79.70 
81.67 
86.61 
85.41 
86.20 
83.41 
80.59 
84.01 
90.37 
80.57 
87.96 
86.45 
84.90 
78.72 
82.72 
79.36 
72.23 
80.39 
75.22 
71.08 
77.18 
80.04 
70.80 
78.71 
79.42 
83.69 
77.66 
82.28 
80.76 
82.79 
80.73 
82.90 



79.30 
88.52 
84.13 
81.82 
90.42 
89.22 
86.66 
79.04 
75.00 
84.38 
73.99 
78.47 
80.61 
78.25 
79.82 
84.13 
85.65 
84.12 
81.27 
82.49 
83.70 
93.20 
82.64 
92.71 
87.24 
86.68 
80.46 
81.90 
77. 72 
72.56 
78.62 
73.98 
69.35 
72.72 
75.78 
70.73 
76.44 
77.20 
84.79 
78.22 
77.60 
77.39 
82.27 
83.11 
77.60 
81.12 



82.33 



81.55 



85.96 
89.82 
87.25 
85.43 
90.60 
90.05 
82.74 
80.74 
78.60 
82.64 
77.80 
80.88 
83.09 
80.81 
81.14 
85.68 
84.77 
86.50 



84.40 
91.94 
84.90 
90.74 
86.16 
86.69 
75.71 
82.98 
81.73 
75.65 
83.32 
81.27 
74.63 
77.79 
82.03 
76.21 
82.56 
80.30 
87.05 
81.72 
81.56 
83.02 
85.04 
82.16 
83.21 
84.36 

83.81 



94.14 
86.24 
77.18 
76.32 



94.53 
88.94 
76.25 
79.09 



93.69 
90.00 
78.18 
77.38 



a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table VII— r^V 

nnd for 



^T*jt'i^ ftimliitfui, fj-Hudittff rfrnnJluifnt» or dupilrnttM^for th^ common tcfmU 
the fffini M'ht^J*, nu'i t'4nl wr h'>th th( rtjmmof and the special jtchifol*. 



Month. 



OotoUT 

Novemtier. 
Dei'emtier . 



iy02. 



r«».].-«l a* 

iitt*-:j<Iini; at 

thf vikI of 

each <^'hiol 

U)u:ith. 



tol duriiur 

«r«4*b *4-htiol 

month. 



ii.OTt; 



4.H4U 



I'll pi 1> that 

Ml during 

VHCh M-hi^iI 

mttnth. 



rulktl from l*upils tlui 
beff inning of weiv reen- 
!»ohool year rolled durin; 
to end of i.*acb K'hool 
eachtcrhool j month. 
month. 



I 

1.IH2 i 
2.f4X) i 
1.4^5 ! 



39.90h 
44.748 , 
47.324 



241 



Janiuir>' .. 
FeWniHr\* . 

Murch 

April 

May 

June 



Total . 



SPECIAL 8rH<H>L8. 



Octo»)€r — 
Novenif>er. 
December . 



1902. 



January .. 
Febniar>' . 

March 

Anril 

May 

June 



Total. 
Aggregate . . 



4:{.95»*> 
45. « 7 
47. <W 
4M. 125 
47.716 



"44,657 



2, 167 
3,011 
3.0SJS 



3,1H8 
3,046 
3,099 
3,038 
2,991 
2. 932 



2,951 



4.5K2 
3. 672 
4. 101 
2.3N9 
1.399 
572 



64.0 



2.307 

1.197 

473 



617 
3&I 
3K5 
338 
295 
201 I 



2.»»3 : 

2,411 I 
1.609 I 
•2,073 ! 

l.HW ! 

1.412 ; 



17.193 



140 
353 
3% 



517 

506 

332 

399 

342 I 

260 



6,177 I 



3,245 



70,216 i 



20,438 



.SI. 906 ! 
,S5..S7S 1 
59,679 i 
62.06S I 
6:^.467 ! 
64.039 i 



64.039 



2,807 



6,177 I 



70,216 



541 
h& 
1.4K7 
936 
664 
3^ 



4,971 



3,504 . 


6 


3,977 ■ 


16 


4,594 ! 


42 


4,958 i 


72 


5,343 1 


112 


6.681 ! 


51 


5,976 ! 


52 


6,177 1 


31 



385 



5,356 



a Average number of pupils enrolled as attending at the end of each school month. 
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Table VIII. — Total and school jwpulation: by school districts^ by municipalities; and 

per f.'fui </f r^rhoo! popahttiffn ftirtiUed ri« aUending in Ihf frmrtu'.iit ^rh^nh: and per 
cent of nrftfHfl paptiUtihii attf-adhtf/ at iltt' ftt'f of the year; by school districts; and aver- 
age age *if all papik attt miiitt/ thfriiHj the year^ by municipalities, and average age of 
all pupil a attend it ig the uptrhtl whools. 



If 
Si 



Municipality. 



Total populatioEi. 



Totnl papulation at !H:hool age 



iSan. Juan 



Oensuii ol 1B99. 



lRl(}G™mUv*H.*.„.! 



33.760 
2J.8W7 



2 Ij Carolina. 

IfFaJftnIo I l«.7rtli 

S I^Naglmbo : 1U,S73 



[Viequt'fl , 



[HUTURCllO 

ii^nn Ltirt'nao. 
iYflbutOiL .... 



H 



iiUJ2fi 



fAjTUiiA Bueuns.. 7^!>77 

{Ch^ib.h '2K,-T&7 

(C^y^y .........1 21, Ml 



iGuaj-ftma. 

tf^tillELB,.. 



iAibonito . 
Barro!" 
Comerio . 



ID 



12 



U 



U 



15 



16 



17 



19 



iLajas ,,.,, I W, 7B9 
^Hljflna Gmniie . 10,.TfiO 
Viuco ,.,„..' 27.119 



{OaboRoJD .. 
»an Gemuin . 



Ponce . 



{AfSawi^,... 
LaK >fiirliis. 



AgiiadilhL ..... 
[San !f>*jbiiKiiiiti . 



rOimtiTT ., 
IInaiK^lii -.. 

fArL'cibn , 
1 1jir*!fl 



fAdjunttUj, 
tCtufldo . . . 



/Tor Alta 

BoyamOrt.., 
Total , 



23,347 
H,l«3 



2i,y4H 



iCoamo ln,H-i 
Jutina Dlas! ■ 'Jf7,m\ 
Santa lHiib<?l | 4,K5H 



1- 



IG, l't\ 
«,3L2 
2U.t>4fi 



11,279 
3»,91f^ 



10, -Vll 

la. 41.; 

2H^7!iH 
14, ^.H 



3G,910 



19,484 
43,HtiO 



IS, 115 



fCiales 
Muimn ,..,. 23,a4(i 
Monovli^... 11,309 



16,412 



4ft, 80« 



34,2S7 



U,WA 



RH, 5'2M 



34,510 



39,793 



47,898 
77,146 



11^468 



79, 146 

57, '233 
43,e56 
57,793 
63.314 

52,770 



3B,6H2 
3^2,071 



EKtimated, 1909. ■ Ceujme of ISl^. 



95a, 243 



14, 44** 



1S,&31 
20,131 



n.cai 

11,417 
6,974 



24,061 
22. tt5& 
21, 132 



W,37fl 
29,B«5 
23,<MK1 



24, 515 
11.721 



9,026 
24, ^m 

H,fi»V2 



15,901 
29.291 
5.101 



ll.OWH 

2S, 475 



M. 72S 
li1,25» 



20, &49 
11, Kl^ 

40, 861 



11,110 
ai.752 
17.2aS 



S0,2P7 
15, (332 



3S<,750 
21,327 



L^,45H 
46.053 



19.021 
24,513 
n,H74 



24,381 
n,J33 



4,505 

8, 886 



48,098 ■ 
44,662 : 

36,012 I 
j 
68,148 

61,45-1 
36,236 

41,783 



6, 193 
8,790 



5, 914 
4,006 
2, 066 



7, 572 

I 7, 649 

6,632 



2,813 
9,763 
7,444 



I 7,877 
j 3,848 

3,057 
I 8, 235 
• 2,991 

5, 407 
I 9, 567 
' 1.640 



50,293 
81,003 



48, 791 

46,948 : 

73, 653 

60,095 
45,839 
60,683 
66,511 

55,408 

41,614 
33, 675 



3,013 
3,692 
9, 238 



5,426 
2, 719 
6,540 



6,798 
3,819 
12,018 



3,527 
10,215 
5,678 



9,961 
4,942 



12,207 
7,067 



6,911 
15,530 



,L, 000,907 



6,588 
8,007 
4,095 



8,507 
5,809 



13,391 



11,986 

21,853 

20,020 
11,725 ' 

14,28:^ 



16,614 
24, 218 



15, 943 

14,685 

22, 635 

19,420 
14,903 
19,274 
22,441 

18,690 



(5 to 
Estlnuiled, 1903. 



ft,t*Tl 
10, 397 



7,246 
10,284 



(), 9if0 
4,()87 
2, 417 



8,859 
8,949 
7,760 



3,291 
11,423 

8,709 

9,216 
4,502 



3,577 
9, 635 
3,499 



6, 326 

1,918 

11,194 



3, 525 

4,320 

10,808 

6,;J49 
3,181 
7,r>52 



7,954 
4,468 
14,061 



4, 127 
11,951 
6,643 



11,665 

5.782 



14,282 



8.086 
18, 170 



I 7,708 
9,368 
4, 791 



14,316 
11,013 



9,953 
6,797 



15,668 
17,530 

14,024 

25,568 

23,423 
13,718 

16, 711 



19,438 
28,335 



18,653 

17, 182 

26,483 

22, 721 
17, 437 
22,551 
26,256 

21,867 



16,750 
12,885 



322,393 377,200 



80 RRPORT OP COmCISSTOXER OF EDCCATIO^T FOB POBTO KICO. 



Tablb VTII. — Tofnl and jwH^jI pop9ilnti*m: htf trhooi 4ittrirt9, 6y mnnie^talMa; and 
per cnU of ftrhfrol pt^fnUntitm mt rolled an ntiemting in Uw <*Ofnmon itchooU; and /mt 

nge ngtf nf all p^if^jn *ttUud'mn during thy ijftir: by wiumriptiiiiufWy ai^i ftr^rag^ agi oj 
nil piftpiU atttfidhig tfut jiy>*YTiar#rAoo/j»—-Continoed. 



I 

] \ 


Urmifip^itf. 


ii 

ill 


It 

|l 


t 


i 

-3 


Mon^lMlteT. 


ii 


=,= 
^ — 

fit: 
- 3 ? 

1=^ 


U 

=1 Z 

-1 

Mz 
< 




fKLttFytsfirtm........ 






10.13 
tOill 
10.14 
%n 

10. m 

am 

9.79 

%.m 

10,07 

o.ga 
ft.« 

0.M 

ioi4a 
o.»s 

laii 

10.77 
10.42 
U3i.06 
1&47 
10.35 


11 

» 

Ii 

15 
16 

1 17 

IS 
19 

1 


rC*bo Rajo. ._ ___. 


mm 

9 ST 


iSan Joan .......... 


r iia^ 


1^09 


Maricaov^.... .:.:::"" 




iCMffWTm .._„, 


;3«n firman. 


tLia 


lais 


10.52 
f 99 




ElAOfanile .., 


U.<7 


ii.aE> 




i^M^riaa -_ 






9.*1 
U 23 


3h 


TlAfpakbti ^^,,.. 




MdfKfraex..,..^..*,^ 


10.i8 


au4i 


VJerjaen , 

Hnmaear>H,«, 


11. i» 


i^Tt 


aJ^.-..:.:..::: 




Agnadilla.. 






10,17 




San l4>f«*ju» --,,,*, ^ ..... 


rCamay 


ll.§8 


e.ii 


9.S2 
Id 17 






».^ 


fl.n 




Itatela...... 


LLfifi 


»Je' 


10.31 
10 33 




f^airrufl .., 




Amibo 




Care; .„*.-*-,-,« 


12.M 


».« 


[Lare*....,,*-, . 




S.08 


10 10 




aiMTama 


[AdjimtaK..-., . 




FUillM „.,......., 


ii,m 


».» 




«.« 


6u93 


9.W 
9 S2 


1 


Albr/nlu — 


Ciales , 




Barffm ,»........«.. 


:::::::".-- 


Maoati 






10 01 


1 


Cc^fOdito^,.^,. , 


14. m 


11.1^ 


Moforii - 


u.oe 


S.» 


9.77 
9.19 
9.C2 
9,06 




Ojamo ..»*..«.«..>. 


toa Alta.. 




Jnana Lria£.,._^^_ 


:;;;:::; :::::::: 


iVegaB^.... 


20. 1& 


14. i2 


1 




U.7S 




nif kmfifli ........ ^ . 


9\ 






iiiAiif 




Wbana (ifande.... 








[if ait(M;i . K * . > . . i » <^ . . 


1S*Sp 


1L56 









SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 





Average age of pupils attending each month. 1 


Average 
age of all 

pupils 
attlnd- 

ing 
during 

year. 




Octo- 
ber. 


No- 
vem- 
ber. 


De- 
cem- 
ber. 


Janu- 
ary. 


Feb- 
ru- 
ary. 


March 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Insular normal o 






















Modela 






















High 


12.47 
U.27 
17.56 
5.21 


12.81 
15.22 
18.35 
5.05 


12.30 
14.46 
18.50 
5.33 


12.51 
14.20 
18.06 
5.53 


12.70 
14.04 
17.25 
6.27 


12.61 
14.16 
16.83 
5.10 


12.58 
14.03 
16.68 
5.22 


12.51 
13.90 
16.67 
5.29 


12.92 
13.76 
16.40 
5.29 


12.55 
14.12 
17.36 
5.% 


Industrial 


Night 


Klnderirarten 





a Statistics Incomplete 
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Table IX. — Number of teachers employed: by months, by school districts, and by munici- 
palities and total for tfie whole island; greatest number of different teachers employed 
during the year: by classes, by school districts, by municipalities, and by sex ana color 
diHribution; total number of tea^chers employed during the year: by classes, by school 
districts, and by municipalities, for the common schools only. 

NUMBER OP TEACHERS EMPLOYED EACH MONTH. 



Municipality. 



1902. 



Oct. Nov. Dec. 



1903. 



Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. June. 



fRio Piedras . 
\SanJuan 



/Carolina 

iRio Grande . 



fFajardo.. 
Naguabo. 
Vieques. . 



fHumacao 
San Lorenzo . 
Yabucoa 



fAgnas Buenas . 
Caguas 
Cayey 



/Guayama . 
\Patillas... 



f Aibonito . 
•JBarros ... 
(Comerio . 



fCoamo 

< Juana Diaz . . 
[Santa Isabel . 



Ponce. 



fLaias 

{Saoana Grande . 
lYauco 



{CaboRojo.... 
Maricao 
San German . 



(Afiasco 
Las Marias. 
Mayaguez.. 



Aguada 

Aguadilla 

I San Sebastian. 



fCamuy. 
Ilsabela. 



{Arecibo . 
Lares ... 



/Adjuntas . 
tutuado ... 



[Ciales... 
{Manatl . 
IMorovis. 



fToaAlta... 
\Vega Baja . 



Bayam6n . 



Total 

Total 1901-2 . 



61 



10 
20 
12 

— 42 
21 
17 

5 

— 43 
... 66 



21 



12 

42: — 
18 
23 
13 



51 



43 



42 



16 
61 

— 67 
26 
26 



22 
17 
7 
46 — 

5 



56 



52 



16 
52 

— '67 
26 
26 

20 
10 
11 

— 41 
20 
23 
11 

— 64 
7 

34 
25 

— 66 
34 
10 

10 
22 
12 

22 

20 

7 



42 



44 



15 
64 

26 
26 

20 
11 
11 

20 
23 
14 

6 
34 
30 

34 

10 

13 
26 
14 

— 52 
26 
20 
9 

— 65 
... 81 



52 — 52 
20 
11 
13 
— 44 



67 — 67 



— 51 
19 
10 
44 

— 73 
11 
31 
17 



11 
16 
30 
— 57 
18 
6 
27 



53 



12 
15 
30 
— 67 
19 
7 
27 

20 
11 
44 

11 
33 
18 

34 
14 



16 


16 


20 


22 


10 


10 



46 

48 
64' 

996 
829 



._ 46, — 48 



...1,007 



75 



68 



63 



— 74 
11 
33 
18 



— 53 
20 
11 
44 



— 48 
44 
18 

12 
26 

16 
22 
10 

48 

29 
22 



34 
16 

46 
18 

13 

28 

16 
21 
10 
— 47 
29 
21 



11 
33 
18 

34 
16 

46 
18 

17 
30 

16 
22 
10 
— 48 
29 
21 



58 



53 



20 



72 



54 



12 
16 
30 

— 68 



19 
7 

27 
— 53 



— 75 
11 
33 

18 



20 
11 
44 
— 75 



— 60 



,018...1, 
906... 



.1,046 
. 934 



23 



16 
63 

26 

27 

20 
10 
13 

— 43 
19 
22 
14 



66 



— 44 
13 
27 

14 



64 



12 
16 
31 
— 69 



19 
7 
27 
— 63 



68 



62 



16 
63 

26 
27 

20 
10 
12 

— 42 
19 

22 
13 

— 54 
7 

33 
29 

— 69 
34 

9 

— 48 
13 

27 
14 
— 64 
26 
20 
9 

— 65 
... 82 



12 
16 
31 

— 69 
19 

7 
27 

— 63 
20 

12 
44 

— 76 
11 

33 
18 

— 62 



16 
— 51 



64 



— 63 

18 
22 
10 



50 



57 



...1,106 



..1,100 



..1,097 
.. 923 



8611—04 6 
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Table IX. — Sumtter of teachtrtt tmiiitffjrfi- h^i monthi*, hu M-htpol dlMrirt^, and by munia- 
jifdtftfn mul tfAftI for the • htd*- i/thud; grftih/tt ittni(f>r( ttf dijh ^rat f* '* /'her $ tm ployed 
dnrmfjf ihr ^en r: fp\f H'Offun, h*f k- / . / r ; ^ f - . ■^^ f,ii mtittttift^iJifttj,, mu! f.-rf sex a nd color 
di^triffttiiott: i*4nl numhrr tt) tearfyrs employed dttthuj ifif tftur hff ^-''t^teff by ttrho^A 
dtiiricti', and by mHn^'h*"^*^**'*ff'fi' the common whttitU mp^/i/— <".oiitiniR*(L 

GKEATRST NMMBER OF TEACHKR8 EMPLOYED AT ANY TIME DIRING THE 

SCH(M)L YEAR. 



MuniciiNtlity. 



10 



rCamllna — 
IRIo Orande . 



iFaJanlo.. 
Na)Oiatx> . 
VIequfM.. 



fHumacao — 
San I>»re!izo . 
Yabucoa 



{AffiiiiM Buenas . 
CaguaH 
Caycy 



[Rio FMwlraM . 
[San Juan ... 



fGiiayama . 
\PatlilaH . . . 

[Aibonito . . 
^BarroH — 
[Comerio. . . 



fCoamo 

{ J nana Diaz... 
ISantu iHabel . 

Ponee 



[Liiiaw 

{Sabana Grande . 
[Yauco 



fCabo Rojo . . . 
Maricao 
San German . 



f A fiasco 
La8 Marias . 
Mayagucz.. 



{Afni<i()& 
Aguadilla 
San Sebastian. 



fCamuy . . 
\Isabela . . 

f Arecibo . 
\LareH ... 



fAdjiintas. 
\Utuado .. 



fCiale.«« . . . 
Manatl.. 
MoroviH . 



iu ifToa AlUi... 
^^ tVega Baja . 

19 Bayam6n . . 



Total 

Total, 1901-2 . 



3 



378 



12 



White. 



Colored. 



679 



; 

1 I 
! 

1 

, 



2 I 

I 



, 
. 



19 



21 
16 

14 

7 
7 



5 

19 ' 
20 

22 

7 



17 

9 , 

5 : 



7 I 
20 1 

15 
6 
11 

13 
10 
29 

7 

22 
15 

24 
12 

25 
12 

10 
25 

15 
15 

8 

18 
15 

24 



679 
565 



7 
41 



15 1 
10 > 



10 
1 



8 4 

22 I 2 ; 
12 i 2 



5 

7 
1 

30 

4 

9 I 
11 

4 

12 

7 

I 

13 

1 
8 
3 

11 
4 

16 
5 

8 
8 

2 

6 


10 
5 

21 



347 
300 



I .1 Total. '^S,^ 



1 13 , 7 , 
1 I 22 2 j 

10 4 , 



gate. 



!li 






16 i 


2 


52, 





26 i 


1 


27| 





23 : 





^1 1 


2 i 


13 1 



1 1 

• 
' 



44 



21 
24 ! 
14 I 



! 


7 


1 


34 


! 


31 


1 


35 


1 1 


10 



53 
82 



52 
53 



53 
59 



1,116 
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Table IX. — Number of teachers employed: by months, l/y school districts, and by munici- 
palities and total f if i' the n-htf'^ island, grmteai ntmifttsr n/ dtffen^t tem*hi!rff employed 
durim the year: htf cMn^t^hN, by school flUtru'U, by munirijMifiiiesj and by sex and color 
diMrioution; tfdal mtmb*T of tfruJurH employed dnrinrf the year: by classes, by school 
districts, and by intojicipfiUfu^^, for the tommon ^rhfXthfjTily—^Conthmed. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED DURING THE YEAR. 



II 



/RioFiodraH. 
tSan Jimn ,„ 



\Rici Grande . 



{Fftjardcv., 
VlequoB.. 



i^an Lorenxo « 

I VlibU4?13tt 



Ca 



Mtintclpality. 



rauaymnii . 
t^ttlliu . . . 

fAlbonito.. 
Ootnerio ,. 



fCoamo 

[glint A iHBbcL 
Ftmce 






:Agujidft ..,.„, 

A^ndilla . 

[SftD HebftNt ten , 






fAdJuntft*.. 
lUtUftdi) „, 



JMaimti.. 
[Hoxovis, 



fTo* Alta„, 

Bayam6n .. 
TotaL 



Princi- 
pal, i' 



Graude ' 

[Y*uoo ,,..! 



fCttboRoJo..,. 
iBon GemiB-n . 



jGraded. 



1 ! 
1| 

1 

i" 

1 

'2 

1 
2 

1 

2 



52 



Rural. 


^i: 


^cff/ !>-- MuHio. 
tural. ^"^• 


9 
4 

16 
18 

9 


1 
11 

3 

2 

2 


1 


1 i i 

1 1 

1 

1 


« 1 1 






7 3 

12 3 






;i:::: 




1 





8 


7 

12 


7 . 


8 


2 


5 


1.') i 


1.5 


12 ; 


15 


15 ; 


13 


2 ; 


/ 




- 


H 


18 


3 


9 


8 


10 


4 


12 

7 


27 


44 


•> 


8 


6 


10 


11 


In 



3 

13 

4 ! 

13 
4 

17 
4 

^ I 
10 

4 

12 I 

^i 

9 
7 

14 



393 



10 i 
22 I 



12 

13 ; 



18 . 
13 , 



40 



1 I 
1 !. 



1 I. 



; Total. 

I 



Aggre- 
gate. 



j 1 

1 1 


1 ; 1 




i 
1 ' 


1 
1 




1 


1 ! i 


2 


i 1 


! 





8 I 
38 I 
33 i 



2 1" 



:i '1 

•! ^ 

.i 21 



G3 



613 I ISTi 



48 



63 
96 



59 



85 



58 
65 



58 



57 
63 



1,220 
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Table X. — Number of schools open during each school month: hy school districts, by munic- 
ipalitieSf and total for tfie island; greatest numfjer of schools open at any time during the 
year: by grades^ by school-teachers^ by municipalities^ and total for the island, for the 
common scliools; number of schools open, by months and by classes, for the special schools, 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS OPEN EACH MONTH. 



^•O 


Municipality. 


Oc 

18 
40 

28 
24 

lo 

7 
10 

I5 
21 
11 

7 
30 
20 

H 

8 

9 
20 
11 

18 
16 
4 


1902. 


c. 


Ja 

14 
40 










1908. 






t. 


No 

13 
40 


V. 

68 
47 

38 

47 

57 
40 

40 

41 

66 

63 
49 
67 

68 


De 

13 
40 

23 
24 

1w 

K 
11 

16 
21 
12 

7 

30 
20 

"32 

8 

9 
20 
11 

20 
16 
6 

~n 

14 
27 

18 
6 
25 

18 
10 
39 

10 
30 
17 

30 
13 


ti. 

54 

47 

39 
50 


Fe 

14 
41 

23 
24 

I9 
10 
10 

18 
21 
12 

7 
31 
21 


66 
47 

39 

61 

69 
39 

41 

43 

57 

63 

60 

68 

58 
47 
58 
43 

46 

46 
64 

963 
876 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 




/Rio Piedras 


14 
41 

24 
24 

"19 
11 
10 

Is 

21 
12 

1 
31 
26 

I2 
9 

12 
24 
13 

"5 
18 

8 

IT 

15 
27 

18 
7 
26 

I9 
10 
39 

lo 

31 
17 

"32 
15 

42 
16 

17 
32 

I7 
21 
10 

I? 
21 

...1 


14 

41 

66 — 
28 
26 

48 — 
18 
11 
12 

401 — 
18 
20 
13 

61 — 

7 

31 

27 

63 — 

32 

9 


65 

48 


14 
41 

23 

— 
19 
10 
1« 


65 

48 

41 

50 

64 
41 

52 

50 
73 

53 

50 

tf9 

57 
48 
67 
49 

48 

47 
66 

007 
882 


14 


1 


\8an Juan 


41 




/Carolina 


63 — 

23 

1 24 

47, — 

20 

7 

11 

37 — 

. 16 

1 '-^l 

llO 

47 — 

7 

30 

i 20 

57 — 

32 


63 — 

' 23 

24 

47 — 
1 20 

39'— 
18 
21 
11 


— 56 
23 


2 


|Rio Grande 


26 




fFajardo 


— 48 
19 


8 


<Naguabo 


10 


1 Vieques 


11 




Humacao 


41 

17 


— 40 
17 


4 


San Lorenzo 




20 
13 


20 


Yabucoa 


18 


5 


Agua8Buena8 

C^Kuas 

Cayey 


49 


7 
30 
21 


61 — 

7 

81 

26 

66 — 
32 


— 50 
6 
81 
26 




fGuavama 


57 — 

32 
1 8 


58 — 
31 
8 


63- 

32 


6 


\Patillas 


39 

40 

38 
57 

52 

49 

66 

66 
44 
56 
35 

45 

44 

55 

914 


8 

9 
20 
11 

20 
16 
5 

11 
15 

27 

Is 

6 
25 

18 
10 
39 

"10 
31 
17 

31 
13 

40 
16 

10 
25 

15 
23 
10 

26 

18 


41 

62 

51 
73 

53 

50 

68 

58 
48 
68 
49 

48 

48 
57 

014 
880 


9 

I2 
27 
13 

24 
18 
8 

H 
15 
27 

Is 

7 
25 

I9 
11 
39 

lo 

30 
17 

I2 
16 

41 
16 

I7 
82 

17 
21 
10 

le 
21 

...1, 


9 




f Aibonito 


40 
40 


9 
21 
11 

19 
16 
5 


40 
41 


9 
21 
11 

20 

18 
5 


41 — 
12 
27 
13 

49 — 

24 

18 

9 

49 — 
73... 

ill 

1 27 

53 — 

18 

7 

26 

50 — 
1 19 

10 

i 39 

68 — 

, 10 
31 


— 41 
12 


7 


BarroH 


27 


Comerio 


18 




fCoamo 


— 62 
24 


8 


J Tnana Diaz 


18 


ISanta Isabel 


8 


9 


Ponce 


42 — 
561-.- 


40|— 
58'.-. 


— 60 

... 74 


i^Lajas 


14 
27 

"18 

6 

26 

17 
10 
39 

10 
29 
17 

31 
13 

lo 

16 

10 
25 

15 
20 
10 

25 

19 


62 

49 

67 

57 
43 
56 
36 

48 

46 
62 

928 
850 


11 
15 
•27 

18 
7 
26 

18 
10 
39 

lo 

31 
17 

32 
16 

41 
16 

11 
26 

~15 
20 
10 

le 

19 


63 
50 


11 
15 

27 

li 

7 
25 

"19 
10 


11 


10 


{Sabana Grande 

1 Yauco .. ....... 


15 
27 




fCabo Rojo 


— 58 
18 


11 


^Maricao 


7 


[San German 


25 




f Afiasco 


— 50 
19 


12 


^Las Marias 


11 


[Mayaguez 


!39 


39 




f Aguada 


67 

58 


10 
31 
17 

32 


— 69 
10 


18 


Aeuadilla 


30 


ISan Sebastian 

fCamuy 


68 
47 
68 
49 

48 

48 
56 

004 
880 


17 

16 

42 
16 

I7 
32 

17 
21 
10 

I7 
21 

...1 


17 

57 

32 


14 


\Isabela 


15 

47 — 

1 42 

! 16 

57,— 

1 15 
1 28 


15 




f Arecibo 


44 — 

1 40 

1 16 

66 — 

10 

26 

35 — 

15 

23 


47 

42 


lb 


iLares 


16 




/ Adjuntas 


68 

17 


Itt 


\Utuado 


32 




fCiales 


37 


15 
21 
10 


— 49 
17 


17 


. Manati 


21 




Morovis 


48 

44 
52 


10 
27 


10 




/Toa Alta 


45: — 

126 

19 

45 — 
52I... 


— 48 
26 


18 


iVeiraBala 


21 


19 


Bayani6n 


— 46 
... 56 




Total 




925'... 


938 
860 




...1,006 




Total, 1901-2.... 


... 


780 


... 

1 


881 


... 


... 874 
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Table X. — Number of schools open daring each school month: by school districts, by munic- 
ipalities, and total for the island; greatest number of schools open at any time during the 
year: by grades, Jyy school-teachers, by municipalities, and total for the island, for the 
common schools; number of schools open, by months and by classes, for the special schodU^- 
Continued. 

GREATEST NUMBER OP SCHOOLS OPEN AT ANY TIME DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR. 



11 


Municipality. 


Princi- 
pal. 


Graded. 


Rural. 


Agricul- 
tural. 


Total. 


Aggre- 
gate. 




/RioPiedras 


1 
4 

1 


1 



1 



1 



1 

1 

2 










3 



1 
1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

1 
2 
1 

2 


2 

1 

1 
1 

1 





1 

2 


6 
35 

7 
6 

13 
3 
5 

9 

1 

3 

14 
12 

17 
2 

5 
7 
4 

8 
6 
5 

27 

3 
5 
11 

5 
3 
10 

8 
2 
17 

3 
11 
4 

11 
4 

16 
4 

6 
9 

4 
10 
3 

9 

7 

18 


8 
2 

16 
18 

9 

8 
7 

7 
12 
7 

4 
15 
15 

12 

7 

7 
18 
9 

16 
12 
4 

43 

8 
8 
16 

11 
4 
14 

9 

8 

20 

6 
17 
11 

18 
12 

24 
11 

10 
21 

12 
11 

7 

17 
13 

37 





1 

1 





1 

1 




1 



1 




2 






1 

1 
1 



1 




1 
1 






1 

1 








1 





1 



1 


14 
41 


" 


1 


1 San Juan 






/Carolina 


65 




24 
26 


2 


tRio Grande 






fFajardo 


49 




23 
11 
12 


8 


<Naguabo 






[Vieques 






fRuTnacan 


46 




18 
21 
13 


4 


•{San Lorenzo 






lYabucoa 






f Aguas Buenas 


62 




7 
31 
28 


5 


•{Cagruas 






[Cayey 






JGuayama 


66 




1 


6 


tPatillas 






fAibonito 


41 




12 
27 
13 


7 


Barros 






Comerio 






fCoamo 


62 




24 
18 
9 


8 


Juana Diaz 






Scmta Isabel 






Ponce 


51 
74 


9 


74 




fLftlas 






12 
16 

28 




10 


Sabana Grande 






Yauco 






Cabo Rojo 


56 




18 

7 

26 


11 


• Maricao 






San German 






Afiasco 


60 




19 
11 
39 


12 


Las Marias 






MiLyAg^ieK . 






lAfiTuada 


69 




10 
30 
17 


18 


-^Aguadilla 






[San Sebfustian 






fCftmuy 


57 




32 
16 


14 


\Isabela 






fArecibo 


48 




42 
16 


16 


1 Lares 






/Adjuntas 


58 




17 
32 


16 


tutuado 






fCiales 


49 




17 
21 
10 


17 


Manati 






Morovis 






fToa Alta 


48 




27 
21 


18 


iVcRa Baja 






BayamAn 


48 
68 


19 


68 




Total 






38 
30 


389 
361 


680 
490 


19 
12 


1,026 




Total, 1901-2 


883 
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Table X. — Xumber of srhooh ojten during each Sf'hofjl mouth: by school diMrictSj by munk- 
ipaliiieji, nwi total for the islatid; greatest number of schools open at any time during the 
year: by grades^ by schotA-teachers^ by municipalities^ and total for the island, for the 
romtnoti schools; number of schools ojten, by months and by classes, for the special schools— 
CVjntinued. 

.SI»ECIAL SCHOOLS. 























Average 
number 




Oct. 


Nov. 


Dw. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


of classes 
during 






















year per 
month. 


InMiiar normal 


' 4 


4 


4 


4 


4 

2 
•23 

6 
42 

9 


4 
2 
23 

« 1 
8 1 


4 

2 
23 

6 
40 

8 


4 

2 
23 

6 
40 

8 


4 

2 
22 

6 
40 

8 


4 

2 
22.11 

5.33 
38.89 

8.33 


Model 




High 

Industrial 

Night 

Kindergarten 


-20' 

2 

: 25 

5 


21 
5 

37 
9 


21 

5 

41 

10 


23 

6 

44 

10 


Total 


56 


76 1 


80 


87 , 


86 


84 ! 


83 


83 


82 


79.67 
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Table XI. — Number of buildings in use for schools: by school districts, by municipalities, 
and total for the island: classified as toivn and rural schools. 






/Rio Piedras . 
\San Juan 



/Carolina 

\Rio Grande . 



iFajardo . . 
Naguabo. 
Vieques . . 



{Humacao ... 
San Lorenzo. 
Yabucoa 



12 



13 



IflOO-lWl. 



Municipality. 



Town 



fA^asBuenas . 

{Caguas 

ICayey 



/Guayama . 
ilia 



tPatillas . 

(Aibonito . 
Barros ... 
Comerio.. 



rCoamo 

•{Juana Diaz.. 
I Santa Isabel. 



Ponce . 



\ssLb 
[Yai 



as 

.na Grande., 
auco 



{CaboRojo... 
Maricao 
San German. 



(Aiiasco 

{Las Marias . 
(Mayaguez . . 



{Aguada 
Aguadilla 
San Sebastian . 



15 ■■ 



i\lsabela 
If Arecibo . 



iLares. 



i« l/Adiuntas. 
^** |\Utuado... 



f Ciales . . . 

17 i^Manati.. 

I Morovis - 



/Toa Alta . . . 
\VegaBaja.. 

Bayam6n .. 

Total. 



,. fCamuy 6 

** !S Too Kola <* 



lao 



6 

3 

3 

4 

10 

7 I 
1 
H ! 

7 
t> 

h 

7 , 



To- 
tal. 



gate. 



22 I 28 



Tdwti 



33 



30 



n 



aoj 



lWl-2. 



Ru- 
ral. 



1 
3 
2 

5 

I 

3 
S 

3 

1 
2 

1 

3 
7 

lao 



To- 
tal. 



8 

11 



3 
14 

12 I 

6 I 



1 7 
■2 I 7 

2 , 11 

1 I 10 

1 I a 

2 ' 10 

h I 9 

1 5 

4 20 



IEj 
9 

1» 
10 

22 

& 
U 

IX 
10 
6 

17 

32 
4S7 



Ag- 

gre- 



3J 



2a 



a3 



<2S 



m 



fiU 



Town 



4 

2 
■i 

13 

1 
2 
3 

1 
I 
2 

I 1 
4 I 

1 
3 

e 

2 

3 
3 

2 
4 

i 
a 
1 



15 



AerH- 

fUil- 

tumh 



VM 582 



tal ^"^ 
'*** gale. 



10 
7 



II 11 I 
1 15 
ft 




1 



1 
r 

;" 

2 
; 



IS 

— ^1 

20. 

8 I 

! 
10 



17 

37 



44 

2g 



39 
5(1 



40 



41 
36 
41 
38 

3S 



21 
Ifl 


37 
46 


46 




729 
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Table XII. — ExpavuM inrurrtd hu tht^ l*j^tl f^hod bonnh: hy months during Uie fiscal 
year ending June SO, 190S: hu trhtxJ dittrirt*, hy muniripnlitieSy and total for the island; 
and inddftedness of each local school board in the t^eral municipalities at the dose of the 
fiscal year. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS. 



f. 


Mnnicipalitr. 


July. 1902. 






1i 


Rent of Teaehen* ,_^, 

ICbOOl- hOQW deSSk 

house*. rent. dentaL^. 


Total. 


Aggregate. 




/RioPiednu 


$35.00 
657.10 

79.00 
113.16 

930.00 




$45.00 
15.00 

7.70 
12.15 

17.23 


$80.00 
672.10 














rOiroliiMi 

iRio Grande 




$752.10 




86.70 
125.31 










rntjaido 

Sagnabo 

ViequM 

Humacao 

Sufi Lorpnro. 




212.11 




37.25 
55.00 
46.25 




5&00 
42.00 

100.00 
82.00 
124.00 

22.50 
89.00 
74.00 

»L00 
50.00 

30.00 
75.00 
'29.00 

93.60 
116.00 
48.00 

496.80 

28.00 










4.25 

18.00 

.50 

70.00 

1.00 
187.61 

^ao 

78.14 








138.50 




118.00 

82.50 

299.00 










lYabucoa 

fAffiifMi Bnenas . . . 


$105.00 


499.50 




23.50 

276.61 

76.50 




Caciiaff ......... . . ^ ...... 








Cayey 








/GuaTama 




376.61 




162.14 
50.00 




\Patillafl 








fAlbonito 




212.14 






.80 


20.80 
75.00 
29.00 




Barroe 








Comerio 








f CkMimo 




124.80 






29.90 

30.71 

1.26 

138.00 


123.50 
155.71 
49.26 






19.00 






Santa Isabel 






Ponce 




328.47 
634.80 




634.80 




fLaias 








32.00 . 2.00 
27.60 f 5-00 


62.00 
32.60 
87.50 




10 


Sabana Grande 






Yauco 


65.00 

13.00 
40.00 
43.00 

79.18 
48.00 
79.00 

28.00 
69.28 
30.00 

2.50 
42.84 

126.00 
27.00 

33.00 
133.66 

61.00 
115.00 
26.50 

111.40 
66.00 

104.60 




22.50 

8.00 
10.00 
36.00 






f Cabo Ro j o 




182.10 




21.00 
50.00 
79.00 


11 


Maricao 
















f AfiaAco 




150.00 




1 


79.18 
48.00 
243.00 


12 


f ^ Mftrfim 


1 






Mayaguez 




164.00 






f Aguada 




370. IS 




1 


28.00 
85.28 
44.60 


13 


Aguadilla 




16.00 
14.60 






San Sebastian 








rCamuy 


11.00 
3.00 


157.8ft 




13.50 
48.84 


14 


llaabela 


.4 nn 






/Arecibo 


27.00 1-89 


62.34 




154.89 
3L40 


15 


\Lare« 




4.40 






fAdjuntas 




28.16 
151.61 

11.00 
23.00 


186.29 




61.16 
285.27 


16 


tutuado 








fCiales 




346.43 




72.00 
138.00 
26.60 


17 


-JManati 








IMorovls 








/Toa Alta 




8.50 
19.68 

35.25 


236.50 




119.90 
85.68 


18 


\VegaBaJa 








Bayam6n 




205.58 
139 75 


19 


139.75 




Total 








3,877.02 


224.60 


1,214.36 


6,315.98 
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Table XII. — Expenses incu^Ted by the local school boards: by months during the fiscal year 
ending June 30^ 1 90S.' hy school dMrirtSf by municipalitieSf and total for the island; and 
indebtedness of each local sdto&l hoard in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal ^ea/— Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



I„. 


Municipality. 


August, 1902. 


11 


Rent of 
school- 
houses. 


Teachers* 
house 
rent. 


Inci- 
dentals. 


Total. 


Aggregate. 


1 


fRioPiedras 


$35.00 
657.10 

79.00 
113. 16 

20.00 
55.00 

42.00 

100.00 
82.00 
124.00 

22.50 




$45.00 
15.00 

7.70 
11.29 

17.25 


$80.00 
672. 10 




\San Juan 








/Carolina 




$752. 10 




86.70 
124.45 


2 


\RIo Grande 








TFajardo 




211.15 




37.25 
55.00 
54.03 


3 


•{Na&ruabo 








IVieques 




12.03 
29.00 






[Humacao 




146.28 




129.00 

82.00 

299.00 


4 


<8an Lorenzo 








[Yabucoa 


$105.00 


70.00 

1.00 
187.61 
83.50 

78.14 






fAguas Buenas 


510.00 




23.50 
276. 61 
147.50 


5 


Cftimft8 T 


89.00 
64.00 








Cayey 








/Guavama 


84.00 
50.00 

20.00 
75.00 
29.00 

93.60 
116.00 
48.00 

496.80 

28.00 




447.61 




162.14 
50.00 


6 


tPatillas 








fAibonito 




.80 


212. 14 




20.80 
75.00 
29.00 


7 


•{Barros 








[Comerio 










fCoamo 




29.90 

20.71 

1.26 

142.24 

2.00 

1.00 

22.50 

9.00 
10.00 
35.75 

12.80 
22.07 
200.00 


124.80 




123.50 
155.71 
49.26 


8 


Juana Diaz 


19.00 






Santa Isabel 






Ponce 




328.47 
639 04 


9 


639.04 




fLajas 


32.00 
27.60 






62.00 
28.60 
87.50 




10 


<Sabana Grande 






[Yauco 


65.00 

13.00 
40.00 
43.00 

53.58 
48.00 
79.00 

28.00 
69.28 
30.00 

2.50 
42.84 

126.00 
27.00 

33.00 
133.66 

61.00 
115.00 
26.60 

111.40 
66.00 

104.60 






Cabo Rojo 




178.10 




22.00 
50.00 

78.75 


11 


■ Maricao 








San German 








f Afiasco 




150.75 




66.38 
70.07 
279.00 


12 


•Ir/iw Marine 








iMavairuez 








fAgruada 




415.45 




28.00 
85.28 
42.73 


13 


Aguadilla 




16.00 
12.73 

1.50 
3.00 

2.67 
3.00 

28.16 
151. 61 

14.00 
23.00 






San Sebastian 








fCamuy 


11.00 
3.00 

27.00 


156.01 




15.00 
48.84 


14 


tisabela 






fArecibo 


63.84 




155. 67 
30.00 


16 


1 Lares 






/Adjuntas 




185.67 




61.16 
285.27 


16 


\U tuado 








fCiales 




346.43 




75.00 
138.00 
26.50 


17 


. Manati 








Morovis 








fToa Alta 




8.50 
19.68 

22.50 


239.50 




119.90 
85.68 


18 


\VegaBaja 








Bayani6n 




205.68 
127.00 


19 


127.00 




Total 








3,841.42 


224.60 


1,373.90 


5,439.92 
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Table XII. — Ejrpensen incurred by the heal xchool hoanh: by montJis during (he fiscal year 
ending June SO^ 190S: by scJiool districts, by municipidities] and total for the island; and 
indebtedness of each local srJiool board in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 





Municipality. 
/Rio Piedras 


Rent of 
school- 
houses. 


September, 1» 
Teachers' j ,. 


02. 

Total. 

$a5.oo 

t>79. 10 


Aggregate. 




$35.00 
657.10 




$50.00 
22.00 

7.70 
5.00 

17.25 




1 


\San Juan 








/Carolina 

\Rio Grande 




$764.10 




79.00 
113. 18 

20.00 
55.00 
42.00 

100.00 
82.00 
124.00 

22.50 
90.00 




86.70 
118. 18 


2 








f Fajardo 




204.88 




37.25 
73.25 
82.27 


3 


Naguabo . 




18.25 
40.27 

123.00 
5.71 
70.00 

1.00 
187. 61 
142.52 

78.16 






Vieques 








f Humacao 




192.77 




223.00 

87.71 

299.00 


4 


San Lorenzo 








Yabucoa 


$105.00 






Aguas Buenas 


609.71 




23.50 
277.61 
202.52 


5 


<Cagrua8 








Cayey 


60.00 


' 






/Guayama 


84.00 
50.00 

20.00 
75.00 
29.00 

93.60 
116.00 
48.00 

591.93 

28.00 




503.63 




162. 16 
60.00 


6 


\Patillas 








Aibonito 




.90 


212.16 




20.90 
75.00 
29.00 


7 


<Barro8 








Comerio 











Coamo 




29.92 

20.73 

1.27 

497.29 

64.60 

LOO 

26.10 

33.56 

10.40 

233.00 

12.80 


124.90 




123.62 

156.78 

49.27 


8 


Juana Diaz 


19.00 






Santa Isabel 






Ponce 




328.52 
1,089.22 


9 


1,089.22 




(Lajas 


32.00 
27.60 




124.60 
28.60 
9L10 




10 


<SaDana Grande 






( Yauco 


65.00 

13.00 
40.00 
43.00 

53.60 
48.00 
79.00 

28.00 
69.28 
30.00 

2.50 
42.83 

126.00 
27.00 

33.00 
133.68 

61.00 
116.00 
26.50 

111.40 
66.00 

104.30 






fCabo Rojo 




244.30 




46.56 
50.40 
276.00 


11 


•jMaricao 








|San German 








f AfLasco 




372.96 




66.40 
48.00 
229.00 


1? 


Las Marias 








Mayaguez 




150.00 






fAguada 




343. *l 




28.00 
92.46 
108.53 


13 


\ Aguadilla 




23.18 
78.53 

5.25 
3.00 

67.45 
261.46 

28.18 
15L63 

36.00 
83.00 
27.70 

e.50 
19.68 

27.17 






[San Sebastian 








fCamuv 


11.00 
3.00 

27.00 


228.99 




18.75 
48.83 




\Isabela 






/Arecibo 


67.58 


15 


220.45 
291.46 


\Lares ; 






/Adjuntas 




511.91 




61.18 
285.31 


16 


\Utuado 








fCiales 




346.49 




97.00 
198.00 
54.20 


17 


< Manati 








[Morovis 








/Toa Alta 




349.20 




119.90 
85.68 


18 


tVega Baja 








Bayamdn 




205.58 
131.47 


19 


131.47 




Total 






• 


3,933.40 


224.60 


2, 673. 77 


6,83L77 
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Table XII. — Expenses incurred by the local school hoards: hy months during the fiscal year 
ending June SO, 190S: hy school districts, hy municipalities, and total for the island; and 
indebtedness ^ each local school hoard in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 




/Rio Piedras . 
\San Juan . . . 



/Carolina 

iRio Grande . 



(Fajardo.. 
Naguabo . 
Vieques.. 



fHumacao 
San Lorenzo . 
Yabucoa 



8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
16 
16 

17 

18 
19 



fAguasBuenas. 
Caguas 
Cayey 

/Guayama 

\Patillas 

fAioonito 

\ Barros 

[Comerio 



(Coamo 

{ Juana Diaz . . 
[Santa Isabel . 



Ponce . 



[Lalas 

Sabana Grande . 
[Yauco 



iCaboRojo..., 
Maricao 
San German . 



{Afiasco 
La8 Marias . 
Mayaguez.. 



fAguada 
Agnadilla 
San Sebastian. 



fCamuy. 
Ilsabela. 



f Arecibo . 
\Lares ... 



/Adjuntas. 
lUtuado. . . 



KCiales... 
Manati.. 
Morovis . 



fToa Alta . . . 
\VegaBaja.. 

Bayamdn .. 

Total. 



(HtobtT. 1902. 



Rent of I TeacherH' 
school- hoiLve 

houses. ! rent. 



$35.00 
715.00 

101.00 I 
145.16 j 

.61.13 
62.00 
42.00 I 

100.00 I 
82.00 
124.00 

25.50 
118.20 
76.00 

150.00 
50.00 

26.00 
112.00 
60.00 

93.60 
119.00 
64.00 

574.13 

41.00 ! 
58.00 i 
1^4.00 

37.00 I 
40.00 
95.00 I 

95.94 ! 
48.00 
308.00 

28.00 
8L76 
39.00 

92.00 
53.00 

18L00 
50.00 

68.00 
15L00 

6L00 
115.00 
32.50 

111.40 
68.00 

190.00 



5,114.32 



Inci- 
dentals. 



$105.00 



107.60 
133.33 

91.00 
34.00 
60.00 

134.00 , 
69.00 I 
105.00 

41.00 
154.44 
105.40 1 

296.62 i 
3<).00 I. 

54.00 ' 
75.00 i 
54.00 ^ 

107.00 ■ 
113.00 1 
46.00 i 

701.20 j 

50.00 I 
66. (K) ' 
150.00 j 

75.00 i 
32.00 j 
116.00 I 

I 

99.00 ; 

46.00 
439.00 I 

51.00 1. 
135.00 : 
69.00 i 

164.00 I 
51.00 

374.00 ! 

77.00 I 
I 

87.00 
174.30 

57.00 
121.00 
39.00 

120.00 
102.00 

217.40 



5,634.29 



$144.75 I 
24.00 

52.00 I 

5.87 

50.33 I 

85.00 i 
16.68 I 
70.00 I 

3.00 
207.61 : 
363.67 ' 

79. 08 



6.40 : 
:J3.18 , 
44. 59 

62.30 I 
66.66 ; 
55.50 



Total. 


Aggregate. 


$140.00 
715.00 


$855.00 
655.84 

458.33 


353.36 
302.49 


204.13 
101.87 
152.33 


319.00 
167.68 
299.00 



30.04 ; 

31.07 i 
107.25 I 

96.00 ! 
31.49 ! 
243.00 I 



31.88 
74.27 

58.60 
61.6(5 

681.37 
29.10 

24.00 
101.60 

14.50 
28.00 
27. 70 

13.03 
46. 51 

45. 22 



3,882.34 



69.50 I 
480.25 
545.07 I 



525. 70 
86.00 



86.40 
220.18 
158.59 



262.90 
298.66 
165.50 



276.07 ; 1,551.40 



32.80 i 
288.68 I 
137.88 ' 



123.80 
412. 68 
421. 88 



142.04 
103.07 
318.25 



290.94 1 
125. 49 
990.00 



79.00 
248.64 
182. 27 



314.60 
165.66 



1, 236. 37 
156.10 



179.00 
426.90 



132.50 

264.00 

99.20 



244.43 
216. 51 



452.62 



785.68 

1,094.82 
611. 70 

465. 17 



727.06 
1,551.40 



958. 36 

563.36 

1,406.43 

509.91 

480.26 

1,392.47 

605.90 

495.70 



460.94 
452.62 



14,530.95 
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Table XII. — Ejrpensen incurred by the local school Inxirds: hy months duHng the fiscal year 
ending June SO^ 1903: hy school duttricls, by municipalUieSy and total for me island; and 
indebtedness of each local school board in the several municipalities at the dose of the 
fiscal year — (Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



1. 


Municipality. 


November, 1902. 


Il 


Rent of 
scliool- 
houses. 


Teachers' 
house 
rent. 

9106.00 
780.00 

113.00 
138.00 

95.00 
34.00 
60.00 

134.00 
69.00 
105.00 

41.00 
162.00 
108.00 

306.00 
36.00 

42.00 
75.00 
10.75 

112.90 
116.00 
38.00 

719.80 

50.00 
70.60 
152.00 

75.00 
32.00 
122.00 

99.00 

52.00 

414.00 

51.00 
148.00 
75.00 

164.00 
51.00 

357.00 
77.00 

87.00 
181.00 

60.00 
121.00 
39.00 

120.00 
96.00 

225.00 


Inci- 
dentals. 


Total. 


Aggregate. 




/Rio Piedras 


$35.00 
782.00 

105.00 
146.16 

63.60 
62.00 
42.00 

100.00 
82.00 
124.00 

26.50 
136.00 
76.00 

143.52 
50.00 

23.00 
112.00 
60.00 

93.60 
118.20 
88.00 

593.80 

41.00 

58.00 

134.00 

37.00 
40.00 
55.00 

95.94 
48.00 
278.00 

28.00 
8L76 
39.00 

92.00 
53.00 

191.00 
50.00 

68.00 
151.00 

61.00 
115.00 
32.50 

111.40 
68.00 

194.80 


S34.ll 
1,773.00 

18.64 
32.79 

66.21 


$174. 11 
3,835.00 




1 


\San Juan 






/Carolina 


$3,509.11 




236.64 
316.95 


2 


\Rio Grande 






Fajardo 


562.59 




224.71 

96.00 

150.36 


3 


Na^^abo 






Vieques 


48.36 

45.00 
1.41 
70.00 

3.00 

207.61 

9.41 

378.51 
7.00 

16.00 
3.00 
10.75 

20.80 






THumacao 


471.07 




279.00 
152.41 
299.00 


4 


San Lorenzo 






Yabucoa 






f Aguas Buenas 


730.41 




69.60 
505.61 
193.41 


5 


Caguas 






Cayey 








768.52 




828.03 
93.00 


6 


\Patilla8 






Aibonito 


921.03 




81.00 
190.00 
124.75 


7 


Barios 






Comerio 






Coamo 


395.75 




227.30 
234. ;» 
188.96 


8 








Santa Isabel 


62.96 

537.26 

12.80 
26.64 
138.80 

21.46 
49.26 
38.00 

145.18 
80.00 
145.63 






Ponce 


660.46 
1,850.86 


9 


1,860.86 




rLaias 




103.30 
155.14 
424.80 




10 


SaSana Grande 






Yauco 






Cabo Rojo 


683.24 




133.46 
121.26 
215.00 


11 


Maricao 






San German 






f Anasco 


469.72 




340.12 
130.00 
837.63 


12 


Las Marias 






Mayaguez 






Aguada 


1,307.J5 




79.00 
301.59 
143.72 


13 


Aguadilla 


71.83 
29.72 

71.46 
6.45 

68.69 
28.20 

24.00 
31.00 

14.00 
23.00 






San Sebastian 






fCamuy 


624.31 




327.46 
110. 45 


14 


\Isabela 






/Arecibo 


487.91 




616.69 
165.20 


15 


tLares 






/ Adjuiitas 


771.89 




;179.00 
363.10 


16 


\Utuado 






Cialep 


642.10 




135.00 

259.00 

71.60 


17 


Manati 






Morovis 






/Toa Alta ; 


42.53 
13.48 

34.26 


466.60 




273.93 
177.48 


18 


\VegaBaja 






Bayam6n 


451.41 
464.06 


19 


454.06 




Total 






5,183.68 


6,362.20 


4,411.81 


15,957.60 
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Table XII. — Expenses incurred by the local school hoards: by motiihs during the fiscal year 
ending Jatu 30^ tBOS; hii mhool diMr'u-t^, by municipalities^ and total for the island; and 
indebtedness of each local school board in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal year — dontinued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



^. 


Muoici polity. 


Discern ber. 1902. 




Kentt>£ 
•chool- 
houaes. 


lion*e 
rent. 


Inci- 
dentals. 


Tul*l. 


Aggregate, 




fRJoHednw 


?3fi.00 
740.00 

105.00 
145. IB 

63. GO 
lia.€0 
42.00 

96. {)0 
H2.00 
124.00 

25.50 

20O.EJO 

1.53.00 
50.00 

75.00 
112.00 
81. «> 

106.00 
122.00 
58. IW 

41.00 
53.00 
134.00 

37.00 
40.00 
55.00 

103.11 
4H.00 
278.00 

2a 00 
8L7fi 
3&.O0 

92.00 
50.00 

191.00 
50.00 

6B.0Q 
151.00 

61.00 
ll&.OD 
32.50 

111.40 
63.00 

202.00 


S1O5.0O 
:80.U0 

113.00 
137.00 

95.00 
36.00 
60.00 

134.00 
fiy.lJO 
106.00 

41.00 
156.00 
lOH.QO 

306.00 

em;.oo 

ln5.00 
75.00 
51,00 

S3. 60 
123.00 
49.00 

7:^6.20 

moo 

Stf.OO 
162. UO 

SI. 00 
40.00 
122,00 

P9.00 
.^.00 
4H.00 

51.00 
144.00 
7&.00 

lfi4.00 
51.00 

360.00 
79.00 

S7.00 
181.00 

66.00 
121.00 
39.00 

120.00 
06.00 

22S.00 


S24.42 
4,002.40 

1 6S.50 
472,6(1 

57.4a 

i 14. 70 

24.99 

10<1.59 

70.00 

ia.io 

! 207.61 
102.1^ 

201.52 
7.0U 

31.78 
67.05 
15.20 

55.52 
152.12 
13fl.44 

635.35 

43. 12 
44.10 
135.27 

4ft. 02 
71.23 
54.41 

100.00 
29.41 
15»,S8 


9104.42 
&,5*.K!.40 




1 


taanJoaa _._. 






/GaroUna 


95,1306.32 




2M1.50 
754. B4 


2 


tRi4i Gmri^e 






[T'ajftrdo., _,..,„. 


1,036.34 




215.92 
112. 70 
126,99 


3 


NagTuibo ..,,„,,._......, 






Vk^iuts .„,*„.„ .... 






rHiJiua([^o .„„.„ 


45-5.61 




336. 5& 
166.49 
2*H},00 

78.60 
499. Gl 
410.15 


4 


t^+m l/ortMizo .................. H .. . 

1 Yabiioi iti ..,,._. 






[ Agiias Guenati. 


S02,08 


5 


^Caguaa .....,*...,,... 






[c^vey .,...,.,. 






f(f ua viLnm . ^. 


98S.3fl 




fifl0,52 
113.00 


6 


tPatllliifl 






f AitHmlto ..,....»,. 


753.52 




261.73 
2^.05 
147.20 


7 


Burros ,.....*.,,„ , 






CDmerlu ,....,.... »*^,.,, 






COHTDO ....,„.,,^. 


fi63.(B 




255,12 
397.12 
246. 44 


S 


Juana DUii 






Banta Isabel 






Ponce ....„„.. 


1,955,35 


^ 


1,965.35 




jUJAS ...., 




140. 12 
171,10 
421.27 




10 


Jgabana Carande 






I^Yauco ...... 






Cabo Rojo , 


732.49 




1B6.02 
151, i^ 
231.41 


11 


Jliuitflo....... -.,.., 






Saij Gmnmn 






f Amuc-o , 


5-18.66 




302.14 

m.4i 

H51.38 


12 


r Las M arla^L ... . . , , 






Mft Va^nii^z 






f AR^inrla . 


1,282.93 




79.00 
357.04 
132.16 


13 


Agnadilla 


131. 2K 
18.13 

47.00 
12.91 

122.15 
80.0^5 

^.00 
104.20 

24.26 
23.00 
14.01 

42.Ji3 
24.3:2 

69.47 






San Bet>a»tiiini 






fCamuy , 


668.19 




303.00 
113.91 


14 


iBabflla. 






fArecibo 


416.91 




673.16 
200.05 


16 


\LareH 






JAdjunta;^ 


862,20 




179.00 
436,20 


16 


\Utnado .,.........,., 






rCiales .., .„. 


615.20 




151. 2C 
255J.00 
S5.51 


17 


iManatl .,,...,.. 






iMorovia 






jToo Alta „ 


495,77 




273.93 
188.32 


IS 


IVegaBlyA 






BayamOn ................. ^ 


462.25 
496.47 


la 


496.47 




ToUlI . „ 






5.341.7B 


6, 497. BO 


7,901.28 


19.740.86 
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Table XII. — Kvpennes incurred hf/ tfw local M'hool boards: by months during the fisad year 
ending Jane 30^ 1903: hy school districts^ by municipalities^ and total for the island; and 
indebtedness of each local school board in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



II 



Januafv, 1903. 



Municipality. 



/Rio Piedras . 
\San Juan ... 



/Carolina 

tRio Grande . 



(Fajardo . . 
Naguabo. 
Vieciues.. 



fHumaeao 
San Lorenzo. 
Yabucoa 



{Aguas Bucnas. 
Caguas , 
Cayey 



/Guayama . 
1 Patillas . . . 



f Aibonito . 

"jBarros 

IComerio. . 



[Coamo 

!<Juana Diaz . . 
ISanta Isabel . 



10 



(Lajas 
Sabana Grande . 
Yauco 



iCabo Rojo 
Maricao 
San German . 



Ponce . 



fAfiasco 

•{Las Marias. 
iMayaguez.. 



fAguada 
Aguadllla 
San Sebastian . 



/Camuy . 
Ilsabela. 



fArecibo . 
\Lares — 



f Ad juntas. 
lUtuado .. 



iCiales . . . 
Manati . . 
Morovis. 



fToa Alta... 
\Vega Baja . 

Bayani6n .. 

Total. 



Rent of ' Teacherw' 
sch(H)I- house 

houses. I rent. 



$37.00 i 
740.00 i 

la'i.OO I 
1()1.17 ' 

03.50 i 
60.00 I 
42.00 ! 

100.00 I 
h2.00 ! 
124.00 I 

25.50 I 
136.00 I 
116.00 I 

I 

154.00 ' 
50.00 j 

21.00 ; 

112.00 
51.00 I 

106.00 

122.00 

58.00 

616.80 

41.00 
68.00 
130.00 

37.00 
40.00 
66.00 

95.94 

48.00 

282.00 

28.00 
77.60 
39.00 

92.00 
59.00 

191.00 
50.00 

84.00 
154.83 

61.00 
116.00 
32.60 

111.40 
68.00 

216.00 



5,237.74 



$110.00 
780.00 

111.60 
137.00 

92.00 
38.00 
60.00 

138.00 
188.00 
106.00 

41.00 
150.00 
110.40 

302.00 
42.00 

51.00 
76.80 
54.00 

93.60 
132.00 
46.00 

712.25 

66.00 
72.00 
152.00 

81.00 
40.00 
122.00 

99.00 
52.00 
424.00 

51.00 
147.00 
75.00 

164.00 
57.00 

361.00 
77.00 

89.83 
198.00 

66.00 
113.00 
39.00 

120.00 
96.00 

226.00 



6,641.38 



Inci- 
dentals. 



521.26 
324.81 

14.00 
54.17 

48. 75 

5.00 

32.30 

56.26 
8.44 
70.00 

24. 88 
172.61 
44.61 

70.12 
33.00 

13.00 
10.21 
8.18 

54.80 , 
66.94 
67.10 I 



16.00 
30.34 
34.50 

57.06 
16.10 
152.27 



29.75 
42.86 



26.79 



86.42 
36.00 



36.85 
32.00 



29.07 
157.00 



42.63 
13.96 



41.50 



2,619.67 



Total. 



$168.26 
1,844.81 



230. .50 
362.34 



204.25 
93.00 
134.30 



294.25 
278.44 
299.00 



91.38 
458.61 
271.01 



526.12 I 
125.00 I 



85.00 
198.01 I 
113. 18 1 



254.40 
3-20.94 
171. 10 



223.49 : 1,662.54 



75.25 , 
25.24 
117.28 i 



172. 25 
155.24 
399.28 



134.00 
110.34 
211.50 



261.99 
116. 10 

868.27 



79.00 
264.35 
156.85 



266.00 
142. 79 



637.42 
162.00 



209.68 
379.33 



166.07 

386.00 

71.60 



273.93 
177.96 



481.50 



; Aggregate. 

$2,013.07 
582.84 

431. 5» 

871.69 

821.00 
65L12 

396.19 



746.44 
1,552.64 



726.87 

465. S4 

1,226.36 

490.20 
398.79 
799.42 
689.01 

612.57 



45L89 
481.50 



14,298.79 
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Table XII. — Expenses incurred by tlie local school hoards: hij months diirmy the fiscal year 
ending June 30, J 90S:. by school districts, by municipalitm, and total for the vitand; and 
indebtedness of each local school board in the several municipalities at the clone of the 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



8'H 



Municipality. 



.rRioPiedra.s. 
|\San Juan . . . 



., i/Carolina — 
^ j1 Rio Grande . 



iFajardo.. 
Naguabo . 
Vieques.. 



{Humacao 
San Lorenzo . . . 
Yabucoa 

I [Aguas Buenas . 
5 i-[Caguas 



! [Cayey . 

{Guayama . 
Patiilas ... 



fAibonito . 
Barros ... 
Comerio. . 



fCoarao 

8 1^ J nana Diaz .. 
[Santa Isabel . 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



15 



Ponce. 



{Sfi 



La1a8 

Sabana Grande . 
auco 



ICaboRoJo... 
Maricao 
San German. 



fAfiasco 
Las Marias . 
Mayaguez.. 



f Agnada 

{Agnadllla 

[San Sebastian. 



fCamuy . 
Ilsabela. 



f Arecibo . 
1 Lares 



,^ i/Adiuntas. 
^^ jtutuado... 



fCiales . . . 
Manatl.. 
Morovls . 



(Toa Alta . . . 
\VegaBaja.. 

Bayam6n .. 

Total. 



February, 1903. 



Rent of 
school- 
houses. 



$37.00 
740.00 

105.00 
149. 17 

60.00 
54.00 
42.00 

108.00 
82.00 
124.00 

25.50 
138.80 
116.00 

154.00 
50.00 

27.00 
112. 00 
51.00 

106.00 
122.00 
58.00 

651.09 

41.00 
58.00 
134.00 

37.00 
40.00 
55.00 

95.94 
48.00 
279.00 

28.00 
77.60 
39.00 

92.00 ' 
56.00 ; 

191.00 
77.00 

96.00 
149.33 

61.00 
115.00 I 
32.50 i 

111.40 
68.00 j 

215.00 i 



Teachers' 
house 
rent. 

$110.00 
820.00 

113.00 
137.00 



92.00 ! 
44.00 
56.00 ! 

148.40 
96.00 
105.00 

41.00 ; 
152.25 ; 
120.60 

295. 67 
42.00 

58.00 
78.00 
54.00 

93.60 
137.00 
46.00 

722. 95 

56.00 
72.00 
152.00 

81.00 
40.00 
122.00 

99.00 
52.00 
424.00 

51.00 
147.00 
75.00 

164.00 
57.00 

368. 00 
50.00 

93.00 
195.50 

66.00 
127.50 
39.00 

120.00 
96.00 

225.00 



5,309.33 ' 6,534.47 



Inci- 
dentals. 



$41.97 
341.30 

14.00 
45.79 

251.03 
17.25 
49.96 

.54.50 
3.45 
70.00 

5.32 
168.61 
21. 19 

155.96 
28.01 

5.00 
4.66 
4.16 

70. 55 
112. 79 
204.03 

327. 95 



49.38 
68.40 

34.98 
25.60 
70.31 

40.70 
19.37 
179. 95 



54.60 
64.09 



79.51 
37.66 

40.00 
38.40 

18.10 

17.97 

10.99 
18.16 

78.10 



:,985.79 



Total. 



232.00 
331.96 



403.03 
116.25 
147.96 



310.90 
181.45 
299.00 



71.82 
459.66 
257.79 



605.63 
120.01 



90.00 
194.66 
109.16 



270. 15 
371. 79 
308.03 



1, 701. 99 



97.00 
179.38 
354.40 



152.98 
105.60 
247.31 



235.64 
119.37 
882.95 



79.00 
279. 20 
178. 09 



256.00 
119.54 



638.51 
164.66 



229. 00 
383.23 



145. 10 

278. 00 

89.47 



242. 39 
182.16 



518. 10 



$188.97 
1,901.30 



Aggregate. 

$2,090.27 
563.96 

(i66. 24 

791.35 

789. 27 
725. 64 

393. 82 



949.97 
1,701.99 



630.78 

505.89 

1.237.96 

536. 29 
375. 54 
803.17 
612. 23 

512. 57 



424. 55 
518. 10 



14,829.59 
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Table XII. — Expennes incurred by the local school hoards: by montlis during the fiscal year 
ending Jun3S0, 1903: by school districts^ by mnniciiyalUies^ and total for me island; and 
indebtedness of each local school board in the several municipalities at the close of Hit 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



1 


Municipality. 






March, 1903. 






^1 

1^ 


Rent of 
school- 
houses. 


Teachers' 
house 
rent. 

«100.00 
786.00 

113.00 
137.00 

92.00 
60.00 
56.00 

146.00 
90.00 
106.00 

41.00 
153.00 
124.00 

306.40 
46.00 

73.00 
86.80 
60.00 

116.00 
142.00 
62.90 

747. 32 

56.00 

72.00 

152.00 

8L00 
40.00 
122.00 

99.00 
52.00 
424.00 

51.00 
147.00 
76.00 

164.00 
67.00 

380.00 
77.00 

122.00 
204.84 

72.00 
119.50 
39.00 

120.00 
96.00 

224.20 


Inci- 
dentals. 


Total. 


Aggregate. 




/Rio Piedras 


S37.00 
740.00 

106.00 
149. 17 

60.00 
62.00 
48.00 

108.00 
82.00 
124.00 

25.50 
140.00 
120.00 

154.00 
50.00 

27.00 
109.00 
67.00 

101.60 
122.00 
92.00 

698.26 

41.00 
58.00 
134.00 

37.00 
40.00 
55.00 

95.94 

48.00 

281.00 

28.00 

77.60 

. 39.00 

92.00 
71.00 

191.00 
50.00 

96.00 
149.33 

61.00 
112.00 
32.60 

111.40 
68.00 

215.00 


$19.58 
617.20 

14.00 
34.29 

41.76 
2.00 
16.68 

46.16 
3.70 
70.00 

10.46 
170.61 
22.12 

135.70 
7.83 

16.00 

23.02 

8.16 

168.38 
27.84 
167.22 

938.23 

13.76 
16.00 
67.29 

15.00 
32.46 
34.50 

18.15 

7.85 

27L76 

0.00 
40.60 
79.60 

0.00 
n.46 

54.64 
33.06 

87.42 
74.65 

8.00 

126.10 

17.97 

5.50 
10.00 

27.10 


$156.58 
2, 143. 20 




1 


\San Juan 






/Carolina 


$2,299.78 




232.00 
320.46 


2 


tRio Grande 






fFajardo 


652.46 




193.76 
114.00 
113.68 


3 


< Naguabo 






IVieques 






[Humacao 


42L43 




300.16 
175. 70 
299.00 


4 


<San Lorenzo 






[Yabucoa 






fAgnas Buenas 


774.85 




76.96 
463.61 
266.12 


5 


■ICaRTuas 






1 Cave V 






/Guavama 


806.69 




596.10 
103.83 


6 


\Patillas 






( Aibonito 


699.93 




115.00 
217.82 
126.16 


7 


<Barros 






[Comerio 






Coamo 


457.96 




384.98 
291.84 
312.12 


8 


< Juana Diaz 






Santa Isabel 






Ponce 


988.94 
2,383.81 


9 


2,383.81 




[Laias 




110.76 
146.00 
343.29 




10 


Sabana Grande 






Yauco 






fCabo Rojo 


600.04 




133.00 
112.46 
211.50 


11 


^Maricao 






[San German 






f Afiasco. 


456.96 




213.09 
107.85 
976.76 


12 


Las Marias 






Mayaguez 






f Aguada 


1,297.70 




79.00 
266.20 
193.60 


13 


Aguadilla 






San Sebastiaii 






fCamuy 


537.80 




266.00 
139.46 


14 


tlsabela 






JArecibo 


895.46 




625.54 
160.06 


15 


\Lare8 






/Adjuntas 


785.60 




305.42 
428.82 


16 


\Utuado 






(Ciales 


734.24 




141.00 
357.60 
89.47 


17 


-^Manatl 






[Morovis 






/Toa Alta. 


588.07 




236.90 
174.00 


18 


\VegaBaja 






Bayam6n 


410.90 
466 90 


19 


466.30 




Total 






5,389.30 


6,667.96 


3,60L68 


15,658.94 









BEPOBT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOB POBTO BIOO. 



97 



Table XII. — Expenses incurred by the local school hoards: by morUhs during the fiscal year 
ending June SOy J 90S: by school districts j by munidpallties, iu^'i i'fUtlj'^r t/ie idand; and 
indebtedness of ea>ch load school board in the several munidpalUies at the close of the 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



!' 


Municipality. 






April, 1803. 






Kent of 
achool- 


Tt^cbera' 
homte 
renL 


Inci^ 
dentals. 


Total. 


Aggregate. 




(Rio Piedrfta 


S37.D0 
m.36 

105.00 
149. IB 

00.00 
62.00 
42.00 

I06u00 
82.00 
124.00 

25.50 
140.00 
12D.00 

154.00 
50.00 

27.00 
lOff.OO 
57.00 

105. eo 

122.00 
54.00 

642.B0 

41.00 
5ft. 00 
1^.00. 

37.00 
40.00 
53.00 

e&,ft4 
48.00 
28flLDD 

2g.O0 
77.80 
39.00 

92.00 

moo 

191.00 
50.00 

9ei.00 
149.33 

01.00 

U.'j.OO 

as. 50 

U1.40 
6g.00 

215.00 


ffllO.OO 
7W.50 

UO.W 
141.00 

loe.oo 

fiO.26 

146.00 
90.00 
105.00 

153.00 
lil.OO 

300.65 
4S.00 

moo 
nt.3D 

00.00 

lis. 00 
1^.00 
108.01 

802.33 

56,00 
73.00 
1S2.00 

fil.OO 
40.00 
122.00 

99.00 

K.00 

424.00 

51.00 
147.00 
75.00 

164.00 
57.00 

368,00 
77.00 

122. €0 
213.00 

72,00 
121. 00 
39,00 

120.00 
96. UO 

1^.00 


8^,j0 
l,m.UH 

39.82 
30.^ 

47. S2 
U.€0 
17,65 

61.07 
3.20 
70.00 

5,06 
i70.61 

51. 22 

66.60 
22. QO 

13.30 
72.66 
4.22 

27.68 
60.74 
W.51 

191.75 

3.10 
16. 9B 
153.90 

15.00 
29.77 
34.60 

3e.oo 

24. K8 
14#.5« 

2.92 
147.39 
35.21 

aoo 

9.9;j 

52, oa 
30.34 

121.36 
39.60 

7.50 
74.41 
12.54 

H.O0 
15.62 

74.07 


8244.40 
2.919.W 




1 


jsan Jhau .. ^,^ ...,,,,.*.,.. 






/CuPoUofl 

\Rio Grande 


»3, 161. -Si 


3 


2.'i4,82 
32L04 




jFajardo 

Ntfgu&bo 

Vieques .-, 

Humncao 

Ban LoreuKo .,, 


575.86 
143.69 


3 


213.52 
110.20 
119.91 


4 


315.07 
175.30 
299.00 




[Yabucoa.. 

fAgunji RuenHR 


789.27 




70. Ig 
403.61 
312,22 


& 


Cftgua* 

Cayey 

rGuaVHfna , , , 


S4fi.0I 




511.15 
115.00 


e 


LFatllUfl 






fAibonito 


65d.l5 




110.30 
274. tt6 
12L22 


7 


Barroa , 






C^mario 






(Coama 


506,38 




251.28 
314.74 
258.52 


S 


Juaiia Dia» , 






Sfluta Isabel , , , „ . . 






Ponce 


824.54 
1*986.66 


9 


3.936.88 




fLalfts 




100.16 
146.96 
439.90 




10 


BftSunaGmTide ..,,,..,........*... 






Yftuco 






CaboRojo 


^7.02 




133.00 
109.77 
211.50 


11 


Mftrioao 






Arh ff nnnnTi 






rAftuco 


45J.27 




230. W 
124.86 
850,58 


22 


{LuMtaim 






f MayaRneK 






rAenada ._. 


1,2W6.40 




81. SJ^ 
371. B9 
149.21 


13 


A^iadnifi........... .« 






San Setkaatiau. 






fCamuy 


603.12 




264.00 
132.93 


14 


\lflabela , .,.. 






rAre<3tbo ,........-...,...........*,. . 


396.93 




611,03 
163. S4 


15 


\LarBs ,.... 






/Adjuataa _ 


774.37 




339.36 
401.83 


16 


tmnado ,, 






fCialei... ., 


741,19 




110.50 

310,41 

^.04 


17 


{Mauati 






iMarovts 






(Toa Alia , . . 


534.95 




'24-5.40 
179.52 


18 


WetaBaja ,.„.,. 






Bajam6]i .......^,.., **.. 


424.92 
510.07 


19 


6m 07 




Total ...„. 






5,503.^ 


6,S14.S1 


a,m.34 


10,07*1.38 
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Table XII. — Expenses incarred by the local school InHirds: by months during the fiscal year 
ending June 30 j 190S: by school diMrictSj by municipalities^ ^r.jr/ {,,fi(l for the island; and 
indebtedness of each load school board in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal year — Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continned. 



School dis- 
trict. 

1 


Rent of 
school- 
houses. 

$37.00 
740.00 

106.00 
149. 18 

60.00 
62.00 
42.00 

96.00 
82.00 
124.00 

25.50 
140.00 
120.00 

154.00 
50.00 

27.00 
109.00 
57.00 

118.00 
122.00 
64.00 

642.80 

4L00 
58.00 
134.00 

37.00 
40.00 
55.00 

95.94 
48.00 
280.00 

28.00 
77.60 
39.00 

92.00 
66.00 

191.00 
50.00 

96.00 
149.33 

61.00 
115.00 
32.50 

in.40 
68.00 

215.00 


Teachers' 
house 
rent. 


May, 1903. 

Inci- 
dentals. 


Total. 

.. '_ . 

$180. «> 
2, 150. 33 




1 
2 


/RioPiedras 


$110.00 
770.00 

110.00 
141.00 

94.00 
48.00 
62.4ft 

142.00 
90.00 
105.00 

41.00 
153.00 
132.00 

296.00 
40.00 

70.00 
96.00 
60.00 

105.60 
132.00 
64.00 

790.45 

56.00 
72.00 
152.00 

85. GO 
40.00 
122.00 

99.00 
52.00 
424.00 

61.00 
147.00 
76.00 

164.00 
57.00 

368.00 
77.00 

122.00 
213.00 

72.00 
121.00 
39.00 

120.00 
96.00 

215.00 


133.05 
640.33 

19.56 
25.59 

46.61 
20.00 
15.60 

70.25 
6.00 
70.00 

12.70 
15.60 
47.24 

54.20 
44.25 

13.30 
50.43 
9.12 

26.33 
69.44 
39.36 

254.73 

2.00 
17.04 
46.50 

61.46 
33.93 

56.85 

14.88 
31.67 
162.94 

8.46 
80.19 
66.52 

48.00 
6.18 

90.24 
31.81 

24.00 
58.58 

0.00 

131.42 

6.29 

7.00 
12.82 

77.46 




\San Jiian 




/Carolina 


$2,330.38 


234.56 
315.77 


\Rio Grande 






(Fajardo 


550.33 




•200.61 
130.00 
120.05 


3 


^Naguabo 






lVie<iue8 






f Hiimacao 


450.66 




308.25 
178.00 
299.00 


4 


-Isan Lorenzo 






[ Yabucoa 






f A^as Bucnas 


7a=).25 




79.20 
808.60 
299.24 


6 


■jCagUHH 






ICayey 






/Guayama 


687.01 




504.20 
134.25 





\Patiilas 






fAibonito 


638.45 




110.30 
265.43 
126.12 


7 


•JBarros 






[Comerio 






f Coamo 


491.85 




249.93 
323.44 
167.36 


8 


•{ Juana Diaz 






[Santa Isabel 






Ponce 


740.73 
1,687.98 


9 


1,687.98 




rLalas 




99.00 
147.04 
332.50 




10 


•jSaSana Grande 






[Yauco 






fCaboRojo 


578.51 




183.46 
113.93 
233.85 


11 


-^Maricao 






[San German 






f Afiasco 


631.24 




209.82 
131.67 
866.94 


1? 


■ Las Marias 






Mayaguez 






f AfiTuada 


1,208.4S 




87.46 
804.79 
180.52 


13 


.^Aguadilla 






San Sebastian 






f Camuy 


572.77 




804.00 
129.18 


14 


\l8abela 




, 


/Arecibo 


433.18 




649.24 
158.81 


15 


JLares 






jAdjuntas 


808.05 




242.00 
420. 91 


lb 


tutuado 






(Ciales 


662.91 




133.00 
367.42 
77.79 


17 


^Manati 






[Morovis 






JToa Alta 


578.21 




238.40 
176.82 


18 


\VegaBaja 






Bayam6n 


415.22 
507.46 


19 


507.46 




Total 






5,807.25 


6,691.50 


2,659.93 


14,658.68 
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Table Xll.—Ejcpenses incurred by the local school hoards: by months during the fiscal year 
ending June 30^ 1903: by school districts^ by municipalitieSf and total for the island; and 
indebtedness of each local school board in the several municipalUies at the close of the 
fiscal year— Continued. 

EXPENSES OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS— Continued. 



8| 



/Rio l»ii?firHR, , 



jrCamlinfl.... 



[Fajainao .. 
Vieques *, 



San Lorcnio. 



C%nas .., , 

[C^yey ......... 



iPtttillas.... 



MtJUlcIpftiity, 



[Aibotilto , 
Gomerio . . 



BQ>amo*. 
Juaim Dlflz . . 
SUDtalHibel. 

Ponce „ 



8ft Badb Grande. 
Yanco , 



(CnboRoja„. 
Mjiricoo ..... 
SftnGenijftn, 



(Aflowo . . - . . 
MayagutJC , , 



lAguadtllB 



llfiabeJA . 
TArecibo. 



/Adjunti^ . 
■jUiiiBdo... 



[ClaleB.... 
manati ,. 
I Mora vis . 



/ToaAlta,,.. 
tVeguBftJa.. 

Tom] . 



June. vm. 



Rent of 
Hchiiol' 

hoUHH?, 



Teachers' 
hoiiJ»e 
wut. 



^.00 
740.00 

105.00 

60.110 
82,00 
42.00 

96.00 
fW.UO 
124,00 

2S.50 
140.00 

iao,oo 

1&1.O0 
SO. 00 

27.00 

]oa.oo 

57.00 

lift. DO 
122.00 
&4.00 



41.00 

e«,oo 

134.00 

37.00 

55.00 

05.94 
48.00 
280.00 

2H.0O 
77,60 
T.'i.OO 

92.00 
66.00 

19U0O 
SO. DO 

9G.0O 

OLOfJ 
lis. 00 

11U40 
OH. 00 

215.00 



Ind- 
dentula. 



S106.15 
Ip^-VSCOO 

110.00 
141.00 

M.OO 
4S.U0 
60.0) 

142.00 i 
00.00 
105.00 

41.00 
153.00 
132.00 

296.00 I 
40.00 

70. OO 
9ti.0O , 
00.00 I 

105.00 I 

04.00 I 



56.00 

TLm 

L-V^.OO 

H5.D0 
40.00 
122.00 

90.00 
52.00 
424.00 

51.00 
147,00 

as, 00 

IW.OO 
51.00 

3i?«.O0 
77.00 

122.00 
213. 00 I 

72.00 
12L00 

120.00 
96.00 

215.00 



S74.4H 

99:1. tta 

39.00 

SO. 00 
40. Oi} 
40,50 

69.63 
0.10 
70.00 

9,34 
24.45 
44.73 

9:i47 

23.!)0 
14. 75 
46.14 

M30 
15.00 
21. 43 



Totfll. 



S219.63 



2^.00 
340.01 



|9^54a.2e 



204.06 
L50.00 
142.50 



76&.20 I 591.05 



23.24 
19.26 
168.87 

20.05 
61.36 
6«.65 

63.:i6 
62,27 
370.83 

6.01 
58. E3 
3».05 

19.20 
0.19 

116.50 
19.00 

66.77 
53. n 

12.90 
79.47 
45, f^ 

6.90 
26,EVl 

.^.05 



0,545,22 7.44i.95 I 3,843.96 



307. fl3 
178.10 
299, iJO 



75.84 
317.45 
296. 73 



&43.47 
120. HO 



120.30 
219.75 
103.14 



201.1)0 
2(i9. 00 
149.43 



2,002.fl5 



120. 24 
149.26 
4.'>1.87 



142,65 
144.36 
235. 6S 



25i.!)0 

162,27 

1.074. S3 



85.01 
282.83 
1^2.06 



275.20 
126. 19 



674. fiO 
146.00 



273.77 
415.60 



gate. 



145. SJO ' 
ai5.47 

117. as 



mi, 51 



4*W,0& 



496.02 



7ft4,73 



«90.CSi 



603.19 



680.33 
S,a«.06 



724.37 



1,496.40 

510.^ 
401. S9 
820.56 
€S9,27 



42H,H1 
4SK.05 



,16.083,13 



Total fxpensejl 



11,881,42 
27,1*78.91 



-427, 



2,. ^9. 47 
3,728.«0 



2,175,73 
1,20(1. 3a 
1,390.69 



700.33 
298.27 



3,240.84 
1,905.08 
3,58«,0O 



753. 4« 
4,687.84 
3,278,26 



5, 817, 30 
1,140.39 



1, 122. 68 
2.^9.76 
1,275.52 



4,77^.75 

8,Ta4,^ 

1,819,58 
1,957.75 

4,647,86 



2, 78tt. 48 

3,288.8« 

2, 115. 2.^ 

8.192.61 

18,a85.92 18,98,5.92 



1,315.22 
1 H 752, 60 
3.858.29 



1,410.17 
1,222,42 
2, 649. 72 



2, 544. 94 
l,ai3,ll 
8,940.34 



812, 39 
2,928.65 
1,664.32 



;,0O3,51 



6,893.52 
l,82H.0e 



2, 31&, 73 
i,&n.67 



a, 926. 11 

6,182.31 

12,798.39 

405.36 
930,13 
721.60 
631.40 



1,624.33 

3, iaJ9, 90 

Htt3.06 



2,627.31 
l,9-.f0.32 



4,7T2.K.'» 



54T.63 

772.^ 



,159, 972, 6t) 
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Table XII. — Kj-pem^es incurred />// flw locdl nchool hodrdn: by months during t?ie fiscal year 
ending June 30 ^ liH)3: hy sclunti dlntridSy hy muiiicipalitienj and total for the iuand; and 
indeljtedneM of each local school h(Hird in the several municipalities at the close of the 
fiscal year — Contiiiueii. 



i 

r 


Municipality. 


Indebtedm 

Rent of 
m-hool- 
houseH. 

«0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 

198.00 

0.00 

60.00 
197.00 
364.00 

233.50 
178.00 
656.00 

55.00 
82.00 

9L00 
903.40 
289.20 

0.00 

488.00 

0.00 

1,494.80 

45.00 

58.00 

1,466.42 

74.00 

20.00 

0.00 

505.68 

36L00 

1,396.00 

168.00 
0.00 
0.00 

627.00 
135.00 

0.00 
0.00 

54L34 
642.32 

623.90 
917.00 
130.00 

943.60 
157.00 

690.00 


?«« of each n 

Teachers* 
house 
rent. 

SO.OO 
50.00 

0.00 
0.00 

4L82 

1*26.00 

0.00 

199.00 
185.00 
306.00 

222.60 
153.00 
297.30 

39.20 
22.00 

4L64 
475.50 
236.20 

0.00 

525.00 

0.00 

582.60 

'220.00 

72.00 

60L00 

191.00 
0.00 
0.00 

46L00 

282.00 

1,925.00 

306.00 
0.00 
0.00 

863.10 
6.00 

360.00 
0.00 

604.63 
836.34 

549.00 
852.00 
8L00 

715.00 
0.00 

605.00 


lunicipelity 
year 1902-3. 

Inci- 
dentals. 


at the end 


of the fiscal 


|5 
S6 


Total. 

«0.00 
•255. 42 


1 Aggregate. 




/Rio Piedras 


90.00 
206.42 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
65.00 
0.00 

66.00 
12.50 
129.00 

17.03 
815. W 
75.00 

33.97 
LOO 

8.74 
0.00 
3.00 

0.00 
16.00 
0.00 

203.26 

3.95 
2L26 
249.66 

46.71 
28.93 
0.00 

66.70 

4L03 

236.70 

0.00 
0.00 
000 

0.00 
7.19 

157.71 
0.00 

113.83 
15.81 

0.00 
267.00 
27.70 

66.51 
1L02 

46.00 




1 


Isan Juan 






/(Carolina 


-| $255.42 




0.00 
0.00 


2 


\Rio Grande 






fFajardo 

•{NaKuabo 

I Vieques 

Humacao 

San Lorenzo 




3 


41.82 

389.00 

0.00 


430.82 


4 


325.00 
394.50 
798.00 




Yabucoa 

(Agua» Buenas 


-I 1,517.50 




473. 13 

1, 146. 94 

928.30 


ft 


-[Cagua« 

ICayey 

/Guayama 


1 

2,548.37 




128.17 
105.00 


6 


\Patillas 

Aibonito 

Barroe 

Ck)merio 

Coamo 

Juana Diaz 


1 OQQ 17 


7 


141.*28 

1,378.90 

528.40 


! 

2 048.58 


8 


0.00 

1,028.00 

0.00 




Santa Isabel 






Ponce 


1,028.00 
2,280.65 


n 


2,280.65 




rLaias 




268.95 

151.26 

2,817.07 


1 


10 


Sabana Grande 

Yauco 

fCabo Rojo 


2,787.28 




31L 71 

48.93 

0.00 


11 


Maricao 






San German 






(Afiasco 


360.64 




1,082.38 

684.03 

3,666.70 


12 


{Laa Marias 






IMayagruez 






A^ruada 


6,273.11 




474.00 
0.00 
0.00 


18 


Aguadilla 






San Sebastian 






fCamuy 


474.00 




1,390.10 
148.19 


14 


\Ii»abela 






/ Areeibo 


1,588.29 




617, 71 
0.00 


16 


\Lare8 






/Adjuntas 


617. n 




1,259.80 
1,494.47 


16 


\Utuado 






rciales 


2,754.27 




1,172.90 

2,026.00 

238.70 


17 


^Manati 






[Morovis 






fToa Alta 


3,437.60 




1, 726. 11 
168.02 


18 


\VegaBaja 






Bayam6n 


1,893. IS 
1,341.00 


19 


1,34L00 




Total 




14,59L16 


13,03L83 


3,046.55 


30,669.64 
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Table ILIU.—Summary of school statistics^ showing? h(pmmber of schools open; number 
of teachers employed; number of pupils enrolled as aUendf^iff at the end of ea^h month; 
number of pupils enrolled from the beginning of the school ye(Zr'io the end of each school 
month, excluding duplicates; the average enroUment; average '^dailp. attendance; average 
number of days the schools were kept; aggregate number of day^ attendance; average 
daily per cent of attendance; total average daily attendance; average age of pupils en- 
rolled; and cost of the schools to the municipalities: by months for thi*v.'hoU' island and 
average for the year, also the same statistics for school districts, in the cor.im on schools, 
and the same for all the special schools. 



October, . , p 
November . 
December . 
January . . . 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June ....,., 



Average . 



No.1... 
No. 2... 

No. a... 

No,4„, 
No.&„, 

No-7„. 

Ko.8... 
No.I>,„ 
No. 10.. 
No,li.. 
No. 12-. 
No. IB.. 
No. 14,. 
No.l&„ 
No, 10.. 
No. 17., 
No. IS. . 
No. 19.. 



The wlioleiftlftncl. 



BFBCUL BCH0OL8. 



iTiBolfti-Dormfllo . 

Models. ..... 

Hig-h Rtid gTa*3ed , 

In^uAtriaL 

Nigbt 

Kiudervarten — 



Total. 



Number 

Bcboole 
open. 



911 
825 
928 

96a 
1,000 
1,014 
1,007 

i.oai 



3tOa(> 



3 



Number 

of 
tcHcbefs 

em- 
ployed. 



1,007 
l.Uia 
1,033 
l.OJfl 
1^097 
l.lOfi 
1,100 
1.097 



Number of pupllit enrolled oa attending at end of 
eiieh month (ut end of year in separate diftricta) , 



White. 



Malei^. ! Females. 



IS, 473 

mwa I 
mofia I 

21/223 I 
21,025 I 

mm 9 1 



10, im 

12, 5M 
ia,97S 

H,05S 

13,002 



i,im 



19,ti«S4 



12, m 



TOO 
l,05i 
1.24»> 

tiOO 

9(T9 
l,l0tj 
l,04li 

909 
1,224 
l,4flO 
1,39ft 
1,175 
1,334 
1,270 
1,412 

947 



599 

530 

809 
27i 

im. 
m\ 
see 

975 
7^1 
014 
H02 
830 
776 

m^ 

7S9 



1,220 I mfiltf I 13,602 



(Tolored, 



Male^p Females. 



0.636 
6, 814 
t5,97ft 
7,04ti 
7, 172 
7,44S 
7,4,'i2 
7^400 
7,303 



4,6a7 
4,780 
4,SS0 
4.993 
.■i,lO& 
5,2S9 
.■1,37(1 
5,39(2 
.1,^22 



7,127 I 5.074 



343 
417 
467 

213 
012 
G41 
382 
2ftl 
370 
2S« 
122 
406 

e;i 
m 
4m 
m 



467 
404 
284 
251 
302 

-m 

111 

4m 

474 
290 
198 
2^ 

212 
77 
312 
47 
166 
377 
426 



7,303 



5,3-22 



1S4 



44 

17 

34S 

566 
123 



60 

21 

312 

05 



1.148 



S72 



21 
6 : 
Ci8 ' 
29 ; 
461 



11 
5 

41 

42 



690 



Total. 



41,076 
42, 167 
43,956 
45, 317 
47,809 
48,125 
47,716 
4€,S46 



44,057 



2,23a 
2,361 
1.803 
2,a8f 
2,a24 
1,590 
2,376 
2,a6» 
3,041 

2,094 
2.809 
2,901 
2,a(B 

2, £95 
2,274 
2,40» 

3, lis 
2,5&5 



46,B46 



117 
49 
777 
20O 
1,437 



2,933 



a Statistics incomplete. 
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Table XIII. — Summary of school atatistlcSt showing the number of schools open; number 
of teachers emjdoyed; number ttf pupUs enrolled as attending at the end of each month; 
number of pumls enrolled fri)m the oeginning of the school year to the end of ecu;h school 
month t excluding dnpUctt^i the average enrollment; average daily attendance; average 
number of d(^s the scMols were kept; aggregate number of days* attendance; average 
daily per cerdjof attendance; total average daUy attendance; average age of pupils en- 
rolled; jsts^ co4' of the schools to the municipalities: by months for the whole island and 
averse 'for'th'e year, also the same statistics for school districts, in the common schools^ 
a^d^xejdme for all the special schools — Continued. 



• • 


4 


fi 


% 




NiimberorpupllFi eiin>Ik*cl fntm btipftuiiiiKof year to 
etid of mooth (to eud of >e^*^ in seijuniie districts). 


enrcklT- 

men t per 
sehool. 


Average 

d&ily 

attend- 




White, 


Colored. 


Totfll. 


Total ex- 
Li ud lug 
dupli^ 

fAttJfl Of 

TOenroU- 
mentA. 




Malm. 


Fenmlen, 


UAle«. 


J^nmlea. 


unce per 

school. 


October _. 


17.413 

le.&ra 

1^.077 

27.387 
^2a,717 


11.115 
l2,fiS2 

3 b. .^14 
16.462 
18,219 
I9,2e8 
19,887 
20.14» 


6,7Stt 
7,M6 
7,920 
8,643 
9JS1 
9.950 
10,452 
lt(,7&l 
10, Wl 


4,41B0 
S.252 
b.534 
6,0T6 
6.588 
7,189 
7.583 
T.8A4 
7.9(S7 


fl9,90H 
44,970 
47,787 
^2,910 
ft7.107 
62,695 

M,oao 

08,0«t9 
tiS.OlO 


99, 90S 
44.74S 
47,824 
51,906 
56,578 
5«.679 
62,068 
63,467 
«4.039 


42.55 
44.40 
43. 4H 

m,m 

47.54 
47.61 

47.46 
47.38 
46.61 


33. at 


November ,.,..*.. 


34.92 


I>eeembcf . . , v 


^M 


J«.na&ry .... ^..,..*.,, 


34.79 


F^broiiTy 


30.21 


ICareh 


36.07 


Anrii , 


36 ,<» 


Ky.:::::::::::::::::::::: 


37.06 


June , 


35 68 






Avenig^ 












4n.'26 


35 hi 
















PTBTBICT8. 

No.l.... .,...,... 


i,m 

1.4»3 

\,m 

d41 
].773 
1.406 
1.400 
1.411 
1.304 
'2.221 
11,156 
1.M03 
1.717 
1.832 

i.m'i 


l.OflS 
lU 
872 
M2 

1,4fl« 
469 

i.oao 

948 
1.032 
1,124 
1.024 
1.718 
1,216 

1.13S 
1.2S4 
1.038 
J, 199 
1^ 


Sft4 
924 

fm 

5i6 

m, 

822 

ao8 

h39 
6.^ 
452 

tm 
i&e 

570 
104 

aia 

5Sii 


772 
606 
487 
316 
460 
3S.'i 
HI 
601 
<^ 
394 
2H7 
508 

106 
449 
1 70 
227 
511 
650 


S,W2 
H,443 
3,0H<^ 
3,297 
4,601 
2,fil7 
3.282 
3,S46 
3,919 
3.464 
3,067 
5,230 
4.140 
2,900 
3.874 
3,296 
3.4ia 
4.1W 
3. 302 




41.27 
30.32 
46. 29 
45.67 
43.54 
39.88 
44.71 
53. Ti 
40.64 

42.88 
41.68 
46.25 
46. M 
46.83 
45.10 
47.64 

43.ee 

46,ftO 


34.61 


No.a.,.„ 




41 1^ 


Na3-,..... ,„., 




3X,!i7 


No.4. 




32.BPt 


No.&..„.,. ,„. 




33,15 


No.e 


3D 63 


No.7... „,.„-... 


"' 


35,47 


Naft ..-....„, 





4LSI 


No.9.,„ , „ 




35^07 


Ka.10 




39.9ti 


No-H * 




3411 


No. 12 .......,„. 


... 


33.61 


Ko.l3„ ,„, 




83. TS 


No.14 




3S.T* 


Ko.lfi 




35 35 


No. 16..... ..-..,. 




35.3^ 


Ko.17... 




31 {H 


No. IB 




33 i? 


No. 19 




35.* 






The whole tslftiirt-.. 


29.971 


aoj48 


10.904 


7,987 


69.010 


64,039 


46.*i6 


m:A 


aPKClAL SCttODlJB. 
TnfllilAT nnnriHl d , . 


5S 
22 


80 

2S 

4a 

116 
664 
235 


3 

8 
TO 

m 

1.274 
71 


16 

5 

105 

1% 
S79 

70 


1.77 

58 
1.146 

381 
4,216 

601 




32.14 
18.30 
35.59 
^.54 
37.53 
43.58 




Modelu 






HJ^h and ^radtid ..... _^. . . 




29.« 
28.47 


Inauitriai,...-, ..,, 




Ni^ht..... 




Ki tulergArten 








TotiU. „, 


2,856 


1.5S9 


1,495 


6S2 


6,562 


6,177 









a Statistics iDComplete. 
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Table XIII. — Summary of school statisticSy showing the number of schools open; number 
of teachers employed; number of pupils enrolled <w attending at the end of each month; 
number of pupils enrolled from the beginning of the school year to the end of each school 
month, exduding duplicates; the average enrollment; average daily attendance; average 
number of days the schools were kept; aggregate number of days^ attendance; average 
daily per cent of attendance; total average daily attendance; average age of pupils en- 
rolled; and cost of the school to the municipalities: by months for the whole island and 
average for the year, also the same statistics for school districts, in the common schools, 
and the same for all the special schools — Continued. 



Average 

number of 

days each 

school was 

kept. 



Aggregate 
number 
of days' 

attendance. 



Average 
daily per 
cent of 
attend- 
ance. 



lO 



Average 
daily 

attend- 
ance. 



11 



12 



Average 
age of all 

pupils 
enrolled as , 
attending. 



Cost of 
schools to 
munici- 
palities. 



October — 
November . 
December. , 
January — 
February .. 

March 

April 

May 

June 



Average. 



No. 1 . . 
No. 2.. 
No. 3.. 
No. 4.. 
No. 5.. 
No. 6.. 
No. 7.. 
No. 8 . . 
No. 9.. 
No. 10 . 
No. 11 . 
No. 12 . 
No. 13. 
No. 14. 
No. 15. 
No. 16 . 
No. 17 . 
No. 18 . 
No. 19 . 



The whole island . 



SPECIAL SCHOOLS. 



Insular normal b . 

Modelft 

High and graded. 

Industrial 

Night 

Kindergarten 



Total. 



19.07 
18.74 
18.50 
19.26 
18.51 
18.41 
19.11 
19.63 
19.35 



18.98 



174.92 
172.45 
167. 57 
170.75 
168.26 
170.93 
168.42 
169. 19 
171.58 
170. 19 
172.23 
174.24 
169.53 
172. 59 
170.00 
169.52 
170.48 
168.71 
167. 19 



170.85 



620,061.0 
646,000.0 
629,505.5 
662,813.5 
690, 769. 5 
724, 201. 5 
742,001.5 
746,360.5 
717,194.5 



89.00 
85.05 
83.97 
78.62 
84.88 
85.09 
82.99 
82.33 
81.65 



31,003.05 
32, 300. 00 
31.475.28 
32,640.68 
34,538.48 
36,210.08 
87,100.08 
37,318.03 
35,859.73 



6,168,907.5 



83.81 



34,271.71 



338,085.5 
351,324.0 
266,018.0 
294,262.0 
360,102.5 
221,832.0 
288,781.0 
333,947.5 
404, 773. 5 
379,656.5 
310,404.5 
409,421.0 
348,978.5 
297. 108. 5 
363,484.0 
270,332.0 
289,111.0 
275,230.5 
348,055.0 



88.85 I 
86.32 
88.30 
80.30 I 
81.48 i 

81.20 ; 

85.51 I 

83.93 

91.94 

87.18 

8^.35 

81.73 

76.72 

80.20 

81.93 

83.45 

82.96 

82.61 

84.37 



6,168,907.5 



83.81 



169.83 
171.72 
161. 10 



119,013.0 
27,332.6 
176, 909. 



93.69 
90.00 
78.18 



169. 74 



43,258.5 



77.38 



1,878.25 
1,951.80 
1,477.88 
1,634.79 
2,000.57 
1,232.40 
1,604.34 
1,855.26 
2,248.74 
2, 109. 20 
1,724.47 
2,274.56 
1, 938. 77 
1,650.60 
2, 019. 36 
1,501.84 
1,606.17 
1,529.06 
1,933,64 



34,271.71 



661.73 
151.85 
982.82 



240.33 



10.02 I o $32, 118. 6 



10.01 
10.01 
10.08 
9.97 
9.99 
9.94 
9.94 
10.14 



10.14 I 

10.02 ! 

9.77 

9.49 

9.83 

9.78 

10.04 i 

10.10 ! 

10.42 

10. 27 

10.26 : 

9.82 '■■ 

10.17 ; 

10.21 1 

10.32 : 

9.96 I 

9.89 

9.66 

9.66 



10.00 



12.55 
14.12 
17.36 



5.26 



15, 957. ( 

19.740.86 

14,298.79 

14,829.69 

15,658.94 

16,076.36 

14,658.68 

16, 633. 13 



10.00 1 159,972.66 



27,760.33 
6,298.27 
4, 772. 76 
8,734.62 
8,819.58 
6, 957. 75 
4.647.86 
8,192.61 

18,985.92 
6, 926. 11 
5,182.31 

12,798.39 
5,405.36 
3,930.13 
8, 721. 60 
6,831.40 
5.687.29 
4,547.63 
4,772.86 



159,972.66 



a. Including July, August, September. 



b Statistics incomplete. 
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DIVISION OF SCHOOL EXTENSION. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, f^eptemher i, 190S. 

Sir: I have the honor tx> submit the following report of work completed by this 
division during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1S53: 

The building of schoolhouses throughout the island has gone steadily forward 
during the past year. The interest displayed by the municipal councils, school 
boards, and individuals in the different municipalities where the department has 
desired to erect buildings has ])een without exception very keen, and therefore very 
encouraging. The interest displayed by others in municipalities where no proposi- 
tions to erect buildings have ])een made is also very great, as many letters requesting 
consideration of their needs and praying that suitable buildings be erected to take 
the place of old ones now in use portray. But the result of my labor has not been 
so encouraging as I had hoped for, being due principally to inability to secure title 
to property in rural and other districts on whicn to erect buildings. As an illustra- 
tion 01 the delays to which I am subjected I state the following case: In the munici- 
jwUity of Utuado I wish to erect a rural school. In that municipality I have had 
title searched to six pieces of property and have just received report from the attorney- 
general that the last is free from all enc^uinbrances. The superintendent of the dis- 
trict reports that this property is level, is a half acre in area, rectangular in form, 
with a width varying from 8 to 14 yards. A greater width can be secured, but it 
will be on a steep hillside which would shed all water on lower plain where building 
would naturally be located and would be absolutely unfit for building purposes. 
This is the only property of those searched, six in all, to which a clear title exists, 
and four months time has been expended in reaching this point. These delays are 
encountered in securing titles to property for rural school purposes in all districts. 

It is the exception where the titles of not more than three different properties are 
searched before finding one free from all encumbrances, and it has been my expe- 
rience that the farther inland I get the more difiicult it is to secure clear titles. In 
the tow^ns, for graded school purposes, some few municipalities are in possession of 
property and can give title witn no more delay than necessary to convert "title of 
possession," which they hold, into ** title of dominion." This requires action of the 
courts and three months' time, but these are exceptional ones. Where property has 
to be acquired by purchase the matter becomes complicated for the reason that, in 
most cases, the financial condition of the town will not permit their paying cash, 
and endless delay follows. 

The above are the reasons why better results are not reported, and it is a diflSculty 
that can not be overcome. 

As regards the actual building operations, I wish to state that the actual cost per 
building is slightly increased over what it was during the last year, which is aue 
principally to the fact that our points of operation are now in towns more inaccessi- 
ble than formerly. The towns are also smaller and are, in most cases, inland, many 
miles from point where cement and lumber are delivered by steamer, all of which is 
to be hauled by bull transportation to building, which adds materially to the cost of 
operations. The towns being smaller, materials are scarcer, and wnen dealers of 
stone, brick, sand, and lime combine and force prices up from 25 to 60 per cent, cost 
of construction naturally increases, but, through competition, we have in all cases 
secured reasonable figures for work, and in some cases exceptionally low ones. As 
an illustration of the range of figures submitted in response to advertisement for pro- 
posal, I cite the following: The estimated value of the building to be erected at 
Guanica was $9,458.16. The high bid was $11,500, or $2,041.84 over estimated value, 
and a clear profit, as per my figures, of at least $3,618.20 on a four-room building, which 
will occupy not over three months to complete. The high bidder was an ASnerican 
who has been here several years and knows conditions thoroughly, and who thinks 
that the administration is making a mistake to award any contract to lowest bidder, 
unless it should chance to be himself. It is his claim, and also that of the next low- 
est bidder, whose bid on this job was $100 less than above amount, that no one but 
themselves can do good work, and, therefore, contracts should not be awarded to 
anyone but themselves, who would reap handsome profits and really do no better 
work than men now employed are doing. During the last year I experienced great 
difficulty in securing buildings under contract when needed. Sufiicient time was 
allowed for erection of building when contract w^as signed, but work w^ould extend 
over that period for two or three months and due entirely to failure of contractor to 
secure material and cause delivery of same by the time it was needed. To overcome 
this I have incorporated in all contracts a penalty clause, as follows: 
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** Failure to complete. — In case the work is not completed within the time herein- 
before stipulated for its completion, or within such further time as, in accordance 
with the provisions of this agreement, shall be fixed or allowed for such performance 
or completion, it is distinctly understood and agreed that deductions at the rate of 
one hundred ($100.00) dollars per day shall be made from the contract price as liqui- 
dated damages and not as penalty for each and every calendar day after and exclusive 
of the date within which completion was required, up to and including tlie date of 
completion and acc^eptance of the work, said sum bemg specifically agreed upon in 
advance as the measure of damage to the people of Porto Rico by reason of delay 
in the completion of the work; and the contractor agrees and consents that the con- 
tract price reduced by the aggregate of damages so deducted shall be acicepted in full 
satisfaction for all work done under the contract." 

This has had desirable effect on all contractors except one, the very man who 
caused so much trouble last year. He has two contracts and is behind On each at 
leafit thirty days, and work nowhere near completion. He seems absolutely indiffer- 
ent about the matter now, but I anticipate a change when we hold back his money. 

The following clause has also been inserted in each contract ( there being no gen- 
eral lien law in existence) for the reason that I have no great faith in any of the men 
doing work at present paying all their bills. 

**If any person, firm, or corporation, who may furnish any material or labor in 
connection with the erection of the building herein contracted for, shall notify the 
commissioner of education in writing at any time during the erection of said building 
under this contract, of the amount and value of such labor or material, showing how 
much there is due and unpaid thei*eon, the commissioner of education shall have the 
right to retain out of any money then due or to become due to the contractor an 
amount sufficient to completely pay off such claim or claims. Should there prove to 
be any such claim or claims after all payments have been made to the contractor, and 
for which claim or claims the commissioner of education might become liable, then 
and in that event the contractor shall refund to the commissioner of education all 
moneys that the latter may be compelled to pay in the discharge of such claim or 
claims.'* 

Up to the present time there have been no claims filed with the department. 

At the time of opening work in this division there were no buildings on the island 
that had been erected for school purposes. Those that were hired were in most cases 
poorly adapted to the purpose; therefore, to inaugurate the work and at the same 
time recognize each district of the island, offers were made by the department to 
erect in each district a graded and a rural school building; all expense being borne 
by the department. The result was that the supervirjors in all cases recommended 
that the graded school be erected in their largest town, which was also the most pros- 
perous town, and this was done. During the past year this policy has been changed 
so that now buildings under erection are paia for in part by the municipalities. A 
building completed at Cabo Rojo, and those under erection at Rio Grande, Ad juntas, 
San SebastiMi, Sabana Grande, and Guanica, are being paid for on the half-and-half 
plan. Carolina and Catafia have agreed to do the same; Ponce has agreed to pay 
|l2,500 of the total cost of one 12-room building to cost not less than |l8,000, and 
one 6-room building to cost not less than $10,000. Juana Diaz wishes to pay two- 
thirds of the total cost of a 6-room building and Lajas one-third of the cost of a 
3-room building, and Maricao, Las Marias, Afiasco, Rio Piedras, Vieques, and Yabucoa 
half the cost of buildings. 

With the completion of the above about all the towns on the island that can afford 
to contribute on the half-and-half plan will have done so, and our work will cease 
except in the rural districts. But tnis should not be, for there are many municipal- 
ities that have never been recognized and which are too poor to contribute. Maunabo, 
Patillas, A^uas Buenas, Guavanilla, Camuy, Isabela, Dorado, Toa Bajo, and many 
others are m a frightful condition financially and could not hope, for several years 
at least, to be in a position to pay part of the cost of school buildings, and yet in 
these districts, many of them in coffee sections where the shock of the cyclone was 
severest, where recovery from same is not yet, where all industries are at a standstill, 
and where there are many children (some attend school, in many cases in buildings 
absolutely unfit for the purpose and in several cases unsafe) , the majority of them 
are out of school and could not go if they would, for there are no accomrnodations, 
nor likely to be unless the government comes to their aid with suitable buildings. 
And why should it not? It saw fit to erect buildings, entirely free of cost, in Caguas, 
Cayey, Aibonito, Guayama, Humacao, and many other towns of the first importance 
financially in the island, and if for them why' not for the poorer municipalities? 
There can be no doubt of the interest taken in education by the people in general. 
No matter in what section or how poor they may be thev w^ant schools, they want 
their children in schools, and are ever ready to do all m iWVt ^\^^t Vi ^^N^Tw^'i '^^^fc 
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cause of education in their di«tricti'. They want, particularly, buildings for school 
purposes, and will go to extremes to secure them; oftentimes the municipal councils 
pass resolutions to gain buildings that would work severe hardships on themselves if 
accepted. With these people of the poorer municipalities our work lies during the 
next year. They are as keen for educational advantages as their more furtunate 
brothers and sisters in the larger towns, for whom much has l)een done, and it is my 
hope that as many as iwseible oi these sections be rec»ognized by the erection of 
buildings as our funds will permit, if necessary at the expense of the insular govern- 
ment, before any general extension work is done on the half-and-half plan with the 
more prosperous towns that have already l)een recognized. 

I attach statements showing results during the fiscal years 1901, 1902, and 1903. 
V'ery respectfully, 

Charles G. Post, 
Chief of Division of School Extension. 

The Commissioner op Education, San Juan, P. R. 



SCHOOLHOUSES IX PORTO RiCO. 

Schoolhouses completed during the year ending June 30^ 1901. 
ONE-ROOM FRAME SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 





Date of 
contract. 


Amount, j ^Coii. 


Carolina 


Feb. 18 


$1,650.00 1 Apr. 6 
1,795.00 ! Apr. 27 
1,835.00 May 22 
1 690 00 Tunp 10 


Gurabo 


Mar. 20 
Apr. 12 
Apr. 29 


Las Piedras •. 


Toa Alta 







Schoolhouses completed during the year ending June SO, 1902. 
ONE ROOM AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL BUILDINGS, FRAME. 



Rio Piedras 

Rio Grande 

Quebradillas 

Ponce 

Bayam6n 

Cabo Roio 

Sabana Grande 

Aftasco 

Arroyo 

Lajas 

Utuado 

Las Marias 

San Sebastian 

Juncos 

Barranquitas 

Barros (day labor) . 



Date of 
contract. 



Amount. 



Feb. 6 

Apr. 29 

Apr. 15 

May 24 

June 21 

Apr. 25 

May 31 

May U 
Aug. 22 
Sept. 10 
...do... 
July 6 
Dec. 31 
May 1 



$1,600.00 
1,719.00 
1, 675. 00 
1,750.00 
1.650.00 
1 , 588. 17 
1.641.00 
1.690.00 
1.800.00 
1.683.00 
L060.00 
1.770.00 
K720.00 
1,775.00 
1.525.00 
1,568,15 



Com- 
pleted. 



Sept 21 
Au/f. 15 
July 21 
July 19 
Aug. 8 
June H 
Sept. » 
Sept. M 
Sept 2 
Sept. 30 
Mar. 10 

Do. 
Sept. 28 
Mar. 15 
June 27 
June 7 



TWO-ROOM GRADED SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 



Lares (brick) 

Juana Diaz (frame) 
Pefiuelas 



June 22 
Nov. 30 
Oct. 1 



$5,700.00 Mar. 31 
3,369.00 Apr. 12 
3,700.00 I Do. 



FOUR-ROOM GRADED SCHOOL BUILDINGS, BRICK. 



Apr. 17 
Mar. 20 
Apr. 19 
Apr. 16 
July 23 
Apr. 16 
Apr. 19 
Guayama .\ k^x . 2* 



Humacao.. 

Caguas 

Coamo 

Aguadilla . 

Manati 

Yauco 

San Germ&n . 



$8,950.00 
8,860.00 
8,406.90 
8,283.90 
8,360.00 
7,396.70 
7,883.30 
9,860.00 



Oct. 6 

July 13 

Sept. 14 

Oct. 1 

Oct. 20 

Sept 28 

Oct. 3 

Sept 4 
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Schoolhomes completed during the year ending June SO^ 1902 — Continued. 
SIX-ROOM GRADED SCHOOL BUILDING, BRICK. 



Date of I 



contract 



\ Amount. 



Com- 
pleted. 



Arecibo. 



July 12 «9,890.00 Dec. 12 



TEN-ROOM GRADED SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 



Fajardo (stone) ... 
Mayaguez (brick) . 



June 29 I $16,000.00 
....do. ..I 9,500.00 



June 24 
Mar. 3 



Normal school system completed during the year ending June 30^ 1902. 



Date of 



Stone and brick normal school. 
First road, contract 1,000 feet . 



Amount, i 



Com- 
pleted. 



Second road, contract 1,200 feet Nov. 



Aug. 3 824,545.00 May 30 
Sept. 12 850. 00 ' Do. 



1,350.00 I 



Do. 



Under construction and completed, during the year ending June 30^ 1903. 
ONE-ROOM FRAME. 



Date of 
contract. 



Camuy ; May 7 

Mayaguez I May 15 



A-ount. i p^"-. 



«1,«05.C0 
1,475.00 



FOUR-ROOM BUILDINGS, BRICK. 



Cayey ; Dec. 13 $8,150.00 

Aibonito i....do...' 8,150.00 

Bavam6n Dec. 17 ; 7,639.80 

OaboRojo Jan. 15 8,699.00 



Oct. 23 

Oct. 26 

Oct. 4 

May 9 



NORMAL-SCHOOL SYSTEM. 



Six-room building, sanitary plumbing Aug. 12 

Principal's house, 6 rooms, sanitary plumbing July 24 



814,817.00 ; 
4,000.00 



Jan. 16 
Nov. 4 



GRADED SCHOOL BUILDINGS. BRICK OR STONE. 



Rio Grande, 6 rooms 

Adjuntas. 4 rooms 

Sabana Grande, 4 rooms 

San Sebastian, 4 rooms 

Guanica, 4 rooms 

Ponce, 16 rooms (industrial) . 



Feb. 


4 


Feb. 


27 


Apr. 


17 


Mar. 


30 


Mav 


25 


Nov. 


28 



89,935.00 
9,485.00 
8, 920. 00 
8,950.00 
8, 097. 00 

21,450.00 



Schools under projection. 

RURAL SCHOOLS. 

Comeria, San Lorenza, Cidra, Naranjita, Cialea, Maricao, Coanio, wSanta Isabel, 
securing titles. 

GRADED SCHOOLS. 

Ponce, 1 twelve-room building, 1 six-room building; Carolina, 1 ten-room build- 
inj?; Catafio, 1 four-room building; Afiasco, 1 four-room building; Juana Diaz, 1 six- 
room building; Yabucoa, 1 six-room building; Rio Piedras, 1 six-room buildm9L:> 
Las Marias, 1 four-room building; Patillas, 1 two-room WWvim^. 

For alJ of the above, money to cover cost is avaWaVAe. 
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An Ordinance relating to the const motion of a school ImildinRf and cession of land for a site. 

Whereas the department of eilucration has offered toconntruct in this municipality 
of a room school buiMinjr, at a cost not to exceed $ ; and 

Whereas the conditions of such offer are that the IocaI Ixmrd of education reim- 
burse the department of the cost of such building and the municipality pro- 
vide a proper site therefor; and 

Whereas, in order to enable the board of education to provide funds for such 
repayment, it is necessary that this nmnicipal council levy a school tax for a certaifl 
number of years: Now, therefore. 

Be it ordained hy the munici/Hil council of : 

Section 1. That the nmnicipal council of agrees to cede to the people 

of Porto Rico and transfer to the same, free of cost, a plot of land to be approved by 

the department of education as a sit^j for the location of a room school 

building. 

Sec. 2. That the department of education shall make the necessary plans, let the 
contract for building, and supervise the construction of said school building and, 
when same is completed, shall place it at the disposal of the local school l)oard for 
use for school purposes only. The title of such building shall vest in the people of 
Porto Rico and shall be so regisfered. 

Sec. 8. That the municipal council of hereby undertakes to levy a 

school tax of of one ( 1 ) per cent on the value of the real and personal property 

situated within the municipality for the fiscal year , and for the subsequent 

fiscal years , at the said rate of one ( 1 ) per cent. 

The above is a true and faithful copy of an ordinance made and passed by the 
municipal council of , this day of , 1903. 

Attest: Secretary, 
, Alcalde. 



An Ordinance relating to the construction of a school building and the cession of land for a site. 

Whereas the department of education has offered to construct a room graded 

school building, to cost not over in the municipality of ; and 

Whereas the conditions of such offer are that the municipality provide a proper 

site for said school and reimburse the department oi the total cost of the 

building; and 

Whereas the municipality of desires to avail itself of such offer: 

Now, therefore. 

Be it resolved by the municipal council of : 

Section 1. That the municipal council of agrees to cede to the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico and transfer to the same free of cost, except as above cited, a plot 
of land to be approved b]^ the department of education as a site for the location of a 
room school building. 

Sec. 2. That the municipal council of undertakes to repay to the 

department of education an amount not to exceed , the total of amount speci- 
fied above, such repayment to be made in equal consecutive quarterly instahnentB 
be^nning . 

Sec 3. That the municipal council of undertakes to appropriate in 

its annual budget for the fiscal years the sum of , and in its anniMl 

budget for the fiscal year the sum of , the aforesaid sums to be applied 

to the repayment of the quarterly instalments specified in section 2 hereof and 
hereby authorizes the treasurer of Porto Rico to retain from taxes and moneys col- 
lected, or that may be collected by him, for the benefit and account of thig m mriA . 
pality during such fiscal years, a suflftcient sum to extinguish in each fiscal year tibe 

indebtedness of the municipality of on account of said school tyoikUiV 

and grounds. 

Sec 4. That the department of education shall make the necessary plans, let the 
contract for building, and supervise the construction of said building, and when mne 
is completed shall place it at the disposal of the local school boara, to be used lor 
school purposes only in perpetuity, without payment of rent by the municipality. 
The title of said building and grounds shall vest in the people of Porto Rico, and 
shall be so registered. 

The above is a true and faithful copy of an ordinance made and passed by the 
municipal council of , this day of , A. D. -. 

, Murmipal Secretary. 

Attest: 

, Alcalde, 
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An Ordinance relating to the construction of a school building. 

Whereas the department of education having offered to construct in this munici- 
pality of a room school bunding, at a cost not to exceed $ ; 

and 

Whereas the condition of such offer is that the municipality of pro- 
vide a proper site for said building and deed the same free of cost to the people of 

Porto Kico, and that this board of education reimburse the department the 

the cost of such building; and 

Whereas the municipality of desiring to avail itself of such offer its 

municipal council passed an ordinance, dated , agreeing to cede to the people 

of Porto Rico suitable land on which to erect such building; and 

Whereas in order to authorize the raising of funds to meet such payments the 
municipality of has imposed, under authority of law, a special prop- 
erty tax, known as "school tax," of of one (1) per cent for the fiscal year , 

and in the ordinance referred to above has undertaken to impose such tax at the 

same rate as imposed for the fiscal year for each and every one of the fiscal 

years ; and 

Whereas this board of education of the nmnicipality of being desirous 

of cooperating with the municipal council by providing funds for the repayment to 

the department of education of , the cost of the building aforesaid; now, 

therefore, 

Be a ordained by the board of education of the munidpaHty of 

(IJ That so much as may be necessary of the proceeds of the school tax for the 

fiscal years , and of all other taxes the proceeds of which, in whole or in part, 

are, or may be, piu^uant to law, paid to this board of education by the municipality 

of , shall be applied each year to the repayment to the department of 

education of , the cost of the aforesaid school building: Provided, that in no 

one fiscal year shall the sum so paid exceed $ . 

(2) That the treasurer of Porto Rico is hereby authorized and requested to retain 
during each of the aforesaid fiscal years, from all moneys collected, or that may be 
collected, by him for school tax, for account of the municipality and board of educa- 
tion of a sum not to exceed % , and to pay over such sums so retained to 

the department of education. 

(3) That in case the amount collected by the treasurer of Porto Rico for school 
tax during any of the above-mentioned fiscal years shall be less than the aforesaid 

sum of $ , the treasurer of Porto Rico is hereby further empowered and 

requested to retain, during such fiscal year, from moneys collected or that may be 
collected by him for property or excise tax for account of the municipality of 

'— such amount as may be accruing to this board of education by 

virtue of an appropriation made in favor of this board by the municipal council of 
such respective year. 

The above is a true and faithful copy of an ordinance made and passed by the 
board of education of the municipality of this day of , 1903. 



Secretary. 
Attest: 



President. 



Exhibit II. 

REPORTS OF district SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 

School District No. 1. 

San Juan, P. R., June 23, 1903. 

Sib: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report for the school year 
1902-3. 

Taking up the work in the district of San Juan about the middle of October, when 
I was transferred from the Ca^uas district, I found 55 schools open and in running 
order in the capital and Rio Piedras, with an active teaching force of 65 native and 
American teachers, exclusive of the 6 teachers employed in the industrial school of 
this city. This number was subsequently increased by one by the opening of an 
additional rural school in the latter-named town. For the careful work of my pred- 
ecessor, who was appointed field supervisor to succeed "NLx. k,'!S,'^^T>C\si<KL^\3a."<iafc 
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armngeinent and aHsignment of prograninies an(i class-room work, I am duly grateful 
and I take this opportunity of giving him due recognition for his skillful and faith- 
ful services for the months he was in charge of tnis district. Especially do I feel 
under obligations to him for his hard and i>er8istent endeavors to see that all rooms 
were properly eiiuipjxjd with modern furniture and other necessary apparatus, and 
for the spirit of harmony and cooperation which I found to exist on the i>art of the 
local school boards toward school reforms and improvements. 

I regret excee<lingly not having been able to give the direct and close supervision 
to all the schools of the district requireil by present day conditions on the island. 
The district in addition to being much larger than during the year past by the 
annexation of the town of Rio Piedras, also saw a considerable increase of schools 
in the city proper, as well as the opening of the new industrial school in Puerta de 
Tierra. The supervisor was also in frequent consultation with the principals of the 
kindergarten and hi^h schools, and much of his time was taken up in ftuthering 
school work in the district in union with above-mentioned authorities. All schools 
have been visited as frequently as i)osfiible and principals have been called to tiie 
superintendent's office for fre<|uent consultaticm and advice. Circular letters and 
instructions have l>een sent out at various intervals during the year to all teachers, 
and esjjecial attention has been given to putting the new course of study which was 
issued m December into immediate and practical operation. All graded schools in 
as far as possible were required to conform strictly to the work of their year and 
only one grade w^as allowed in a room. The work in the rural schools could not be 
as sharply defined, yet I am glad to state that the two rural schools of San Juan and 
Barrio Monacillos, Kio Piedras, followed with marked success the work of the differ- 
ent grades, and the children from these schools can pass to the graded schools well 
prepared in the subjects of the first, second, and third years. 

Much time and attention has been given to the question of discipline in the 
schools, but progress in this particular has not been ail that is to be desired. Good 
discipline and satisfactory order has not yet been attained. This is partly due to the 
unsatisfactory condition of our city schoolhouses with their closely connected rooms 
and the distraction and disorder attendant upon the passing to and fro of pupils in 
the patios and corridors where the closet or drinking water is to be found. 

The principal reason or explanation, however, is that many Porto Rican, as well 
as American teachers, do not enforce obedience of their pupils to the end that the 
school organization may be made more perfect, nor are orders and commands gen- 
erally given in such a way as to win the respect and compliance of the pupils. An 
undercurrent of uneasiness and unrest is often noticeable, and many teachers have 
proven themselves unable to cope with the situation. Weak and harsh voices, i)er- 
lunctory commands, concentration upon the work of a few pupils, and inattention 
to the school as a whole are accountable for the imperfect discipline and bad 
order noticed in many rooms. Furthermore, boys and girls from 12 to 15 years 
of age rightly demand and expect their teachers to be gentlemen and ladies, but 
extreme delicacy and Chesterfieldian politeness toward children of this age give 
them a false idea of their place and position in the school and render anything like 
uniform or collective treatment impossible. 

Coeducation is now thoroughly implanted in Porto Rico. Every school in this 
district has its complement of boys and girls, and I do not remember hearing of or 
reading a single criticism of mixed schools during the past year. It has been satis- 
factorily demonstrated that given a well-equipped schoolroom with modem desks 
and a careful observant teacher, the association of the sexes is not injurious to the 
moral tone of the schoolroom, but on the contrary is helpful and conducive to a 
healthful and stimulating intellectual rivalry between the boys and girls. 

The plan followed last year of substituting calisthenics for the recess period has 
been followed this year. Inadequate playgrounds and the proximity to the streets 
prevent the children from spending fifteen minutes in outdoor exercise and frecKiom 
of movement that should take place on the suspension of classes, both morning and 
afternoon. The plan at present adopted seemed the best and only practicable one 
until we have schoolhouses with ample, spacious school yards. 

At the opening of the year teachers of the first and second grades were directed to 
dismiss their classes at a uniform hour, whereby the working period for these grades 
was four and a half hours daily. The higher grades are dismissed later, classes con- 
tinuing an hour longer than those of the lower grades. Time has shown the wisdom 
of this measure, as it is extremely difficult to win and maintain the attention of 
pupils in the lower grades for a longer time, especially in the city schools where the 
afternoon heat becomes the invincible and dreaded foe of the teacher. Formerly it 
was not an uncommon sight to see many small heads bent over the desks half asleep 
and mentally exhausted from the effects of the close and stifling atmosphere of the 
cJasB room. 
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Probably there is a greater need of modern schoolhouses in San Juan than in any 
other part of the island. Those actually in use are simply living houses, renovated 
and adapted for school purposes. At the best they are too small, poorly divided and 
liffhted, and much room is lost by the unsatisfactory .distribution of the interior. 
The building problem is a difl&cult one here in San Juan, but something should be 
done to alleviate and improve the conditions existing at jjresent. The steps already 
taken by yourself and the school board of the city are timely, and it is my shicere 
hope that two twenty-room school buildings may be built in the east and west districts 
of the city, respectivelv, whereby the school board will not only make a great economy 
in the enormous yearly rental now paid for the five schoolhouses in use, but better 
still, will have buildings that will be an ornament and pride to the city. 

The municipality of Rio Piedras recently voted the school tax for a period of years, 
and now the school board has ratified the same. This will allow them to construct- 
with the help of the department a six-room building, with a principal's office and 
modem plumbing. All the graded schools in this town will tnen be taken care of 
and properly installed in clean, well-ventilated, and commodious class rooms — a state 
of things strongly to be desired when the present unhealthful and unsafe conditions 
of the buildings actually, used as schoolhouses is taken into consideration. 

In so far as possible there has been cooperation and mutual assistance among the 
different branches of public school work in this city during the past year. I am 
indebted to the principals of both the above-mentioned departments for many practical 
suggestions and mucn kindly help that has been forthcoming in the interests of our 
common work. It has been given willingly in every case, and I consider this an 
important factor in securing a more perfect and united support and interest in our 
schools. 

Especially was this true at the time of the exposition of school work which took 
place during the latter part of March, when all the public schools of the city were 
represented. The exhioits from the high and kindergarten schools won merited 
applause and were among the most attractive of all the work presented. Each one 
oi the graded schools had a separate room allotted them, where thev were allowed to 
display their respective exhibits, with the variety and change of decoration and 
arrangement that each principal deemed best, but all obeying one general and care- 
fully conceived idea that the work of the schools as a whole should be the keynote 
of the exhibition. The idea was very popular with the teachers and successfully 
carried out. On the second day a series of pedagogical talks was given by members^ 
of the department and leaders in educational work on the island, and on the popular 
side and for practical value must be considered one of the most pleasant features of 
the exposition, which lasted for three days. Teachers of the Carolina, Bayam6n, 
Manatf, Caguas, and San Juan districts attended, it being safe to say that over two' 
hundr^ teachers listened to our Northern educators. Doctors De Garmo and Devine, 
at the city theater, and examined the specimen work on exhibition at the Lincoln 
School. 

With the exception of three rooms in this city, every room in the district has been 
provided with modem desks. Some five are equipped with the new adjustable desk, 
which has proven very satisfactorv. The desks in many of the rural schools of Rio 
Piedras are somewhat old, but still serviceable, except in one or two cases, where 
they should be replaced by new desks the coming year. 

The school board of San Juan made ample provision for placing teachers' desks, 
chairs, and bookcases in nearly every room and provided every schoolhouse with a 
good filter and proper material to attend to the cleaning and washing of floors. The 
two or three rooms yet without some of the above-mentioned articles will be supplied 
with the same the coming year. 

The Rio Piedras board has been somewhat dilatory in attending to these matters, 
but the board as at present organized is cooperating heartily in the work, and in 
October I hope to have every building equipped. 

The janitor service has been uniformly good throughout the district except in Rio 
Piedras, where regularly the supervisor has had to call the attention of the principal 
and school board to the dirty and poorly attended condition of schoolhouses and 
outerounds. 

The books and supplies in use have been of the best and every school has been 
provided with an ample supply in so far as the work of their grades required, and 
special effort was made to supply every room with supplementary reading matter 
and requisitions from the teachers were dispatched with little or no delay. 

I would respectfully call your attention, however, to the necessity of cautioning- 
all teachers as to the proper use and distribution of books and supplies. Many are 
extremely careless with the books, some of which are in much dilapidated condition 
after only a year's use. Paper, pencils, pens, and penholdfttft «k.T^ m^\&^A:\\v>A\:w'a^j^^ 
used by many teachers, and a circular letter to a\V teaeYvera on ^i)cifc o^mTi^ ^^ ^Oafe 



112 REPORT OF (H)MMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 

new school year j:i\ iii^ a iVw t*inipk', clear (lirectionn as to the proper use of lx)oks 
ami supplies would un<loul>tiMlly uiean a nuich nee<le<l and called-for ecronomy to the 
<lepartnient in this din»ction. 

Actual cla»*nM)in work \h un(loul>te<ily the only true basis ui)on which an unerring 
juiljfuient as to the ability and nietlio<iH of the teacher vsm be formed. The extremes 
are marked, and a cla.s8ilu*ation based u)>on these hard an<l fast lines puts a number 
of the teachers of this <li8trict well toward the l)ottoin of the list. Some deficiency ii? 
note«i in the work of many, either in lac^k of preparation of their work, mechanicai 
performance of their <Uities, iiassive resistam^e to all su^^gestions or recommendations 
lor improvement, or defects in whool management. These are serious drawbacks to 
the successful wr)rk an<l onward nian^h of our schools, and will be remedied only as 
our teachci's come l)etter preiwre*! ami when those that are in the schoolroom solely 
to draw their salary withdraw to make room for normal school graduates. 

The situation here in San Juan, however, is verv hopeful, and the majority of the 
teachers are desirous of improving: their work anA l>ettering themselves for'a fuller 
and more su(ressful j)erformance of their duties. The principals as a body have 
l)een uniformly helpful and willing to carry out implicitly mstructions of the depart- 
ment and superintendent. The penu^nal factor has played an important part in the 
success of their work, and it is with pleasure that I bring to vour attention the high 
(juality of service rendered by the principals of the Colon and McKinley schools. 

Sonje teachers have ma<le notable progress in discipline, methods of conducting 
their classes, and school mana^ment, an(l are correspondingly more alert and wide^ 
awake to needed reforms and nnprovements in their rooms. 

In Rio Piedras there have l)een numenms drawbacks during the year, due in part 
to the strained relations existing l)etween some of the graded teachers of that town 
and the principal; in i>art also to a lack of harmony and good feelins between the 
different members of the teaching fon^. They have not worked together as a whole, 
and the effects liave l)een noticeable upon the teachers themselves as well as upon 
their work. Some of the rural teachers have been negligent in the careful perform- 
ance of their duties, and are solely recommende<l for another year in ^e hope that a 
marked improvement may take place in their work during the ensuing year. The 
teachers of music and drawing have been very successful m their work during the 
past year, and marked progress has ocx;urred in these two branches. Theynave 
been'faithful, regular, and conscientious in the performance of their duties, and a 
practical knowledge of music has been imparted through the chart and reader. 
Two-part singing is successfully given in the upper grades, from which a chorus has 
been formed for public exercises. The satisfactory progress made in drawing was 
clearly demonstrated in the work presented at the time of the exposition of school 
work in this city. 

The special classes in these branches for the teachers formed last year have been 
successfully continued through the second. Teachers were divided into four gioupe 
and attendance was made compulsory, lessons being given in these subjects every 
Saturday. 

It is generally admitted that the people of Porto Rico desire to educate their 
children, and will make as great sacrifices as northern parents in order to give their 
sons and daughters a suitable education. Doubtless the most popular branch of the 
American Government has been the department of education, and the public and press 
in general are unstinting in their praise of the work being carried out in this direction. 

San Juan, as the capital and one of the commercial centers of the island, should 
be at the head in all educational work and enterprise. Additional schools will be 
opened the coming year, and 250 additional children can be accommodated. Attend- 
ance can be enforced by the authority of section 60 of the new school law, and a full 
enrollment will now be insured. Heretofore the schools have been crowded at the 
opening of the school year, but attendance has declined as the school year advanced. 
Many pupils are withdrawn by their parents and put to work; others play truant, 
and still others allege that they have not the proper clothing to come to school suit- 
ably dressed. All of these conditions probably concur in withdrawing many children 
from the schools, but in the major part they can and should be made to attend. By 
virtue of the new school law the maximum of enrollment will henceforth be insured. 

Tardiness is also a common defect or failing among the pupils of the city. Many 
children will straggle in ten to fifteen minutes late in their different schools, both 
morning and afternoon. Different measures were proposed and adopted to combat 
this condition of affairs, but as yet punctual and prompt attendance has not been 
secured. An especial effort will be made the coming year to eradicate this blot upon 
our city schools, a defect that will take increasing proportions unless strict measures 
are taken to correct the same. 

Progress in the different branches in the city or graded schools has been nearly 
uniform, and many pupils have excelled m l£.w%\\^Yv, YjmXot^, ^B^»^B^^hy, drawings 
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and writing. Arithmetic, as has been noted by observers of school work on the 
island, is still their great stumbling block. The best of text-books are used and prac- 
tical problems are worked, but their mental faculties do not seem to respond as readily 
in studies involving the reasoning powers as in those requiring the exercise of 
memory. 

About the last of October the night school, suitably installed in four rooms of the 
Lincoln School building, was thrown open to the public, and a full enrollment was 
secured. Two classes were arranged in the common school brancthes, one for begin- 
ners and another for more advanced pupils. A course in shorthand and typewriting 
was also planned for, but owin^ to difficulties in securing proper accommodation the 
latter subject could not be given. The course in shorthand, together with the 
^English classes under the charge of an experienced American teacher, have 
proved extremely popular, and have been well attended by office and departmental 
employees and clerks. 

Attendance upon the beginners' and advanced classes waned somewhat toward the 
last, but rarely dropped below 25 in either class. Many of these pupils belonged 
to the poorest families, and were anxious to take advantage of the opportunities of 
the night school, being occupied or employed during the day. 

The importance of industrial education for the people of Porto Rico has not been 
overestimated. In the cities especially both boys and girls should receive a thorough 
and solid training in the useful arts and trades. The preparatory course given this 
year has proven the adaptability and willingness of the Porto Rican boys and girls 
to meet the requirements of an industrial education. The courses in sloyd and 
domestic science have been eagerly followed, and demonstrate beyond a doubt the 
manual dexterity of the youth of the island. Plotting, mechanical and free-hand 
drawing, shorthand, and typewriting have been well received, and many of the 
pupils nave attained a considerable degree of proficien(;y in these branches. Some 
of the pupils entered poorly prepared, and work in arithmetic, history, English, 
Spanish, and geography was continued throughout the year. The principal has 
informed me that nearly all the 60 pupils at present enrolled will return next year 
to continue their studies and take up the more practical side of the work of the 
school, which will be possible with the establishment of shops where the different 
trades can be taught. 

The requirements of the fourth grade were demanded of all applicants, and many 
were refused admission through faulty preparation or defi(;iency in one or more of 
the common school branches. The pupils in the two more advanced classes aver- 
age about 16 years of age, and will form a strong nucleus around which to shape the 
work for the coming year. Many of the pupils in the third section are from two to 
three years younger. 

The acting principal of the school has been untiring in his efforts to make the 
school a success, and a large measure of the popularity and enthusiasm shown for the 
school and its work has been due to his careful and discriminating management. 

Gardens were set out and attended by boys and girls; running vines were planted 
to shade the balconies; a school nine contested their strength and skill in games with 
nines from the high and normal schools; teachers stayed overtime to give additional 
drill and practice to some of the laggards; but best of all an esprit de corps was 
created and pupils and teachers worked and talked with enthusiam of their school, 
and its interests were of paramount importance. 

Arbor Day was observed in all the schools of the district, and exercises appropri- 
ate to the day were held. Trees and plants were set out and the importance of their 
care and protection emphasized. At Christinas all the children of San Juan assem- 
bled at the theater, where special exercises were held and presents distributed to all 
the school children. About $150 was collected for this purj)ose in the city. Pupils 
from Puerta de Tierra and Santurce were brought in and carried back to their 
respective schools on electric cars. The insular police band and a selected chorus 
of children furnished music, and made the evening one long to be remembered by 
the children of this city. The graded schools of Rio Piedras had exenuses of a 
similar nature, the band of the Porto Rican battalion kindly offering their services. 
* Washington's Birthdav and Flag Day were also suitably observed, the former in 
the different school buildings, members of the department, school boards, and other 
public-spirited citizens delivering addresses. On the occasion of the latter celebra- 
tion, the children of the San Juan schools assembled on the Plaza Principal and 
marche<l to the theater, where ringing speeches were delivered by Porto Rican 
orators, and pretty drills and songs were given in harmony with the exercises of the 
day. Nearly every child was supplied with a flag, and the 1,500 children marching 
through the streets, each carrying the emblem of the great American Republic, 
made a pretty sight indeed. 

8611—04 8 
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Special exercises are also being plannecl for the last day of school, and an especial 
effort is being made to bring all parents to the jh hools on this occasion. 

The school boards of San Juan and Kio Piedras have given me their hearty coop- 
eration and assistance throughout the year, and they have worked and planned to 
further the interests of the schools intru8te<l to their charge. They have been eco- 
nomical in the administration of school funds and (juick to realize the necessity of 
needed reform and improvements. Limited budgets have prevented them from 
carrying out many proposecl changes which are contemplated during the course of 
the new school year. 

A conservative estimate shows that there are al)out 5,000 children between the 
ages of 6 and 15 years in the city of San Juan. Of this number 1,800 attend the 
public schools, about 400 are enrolled in six private schools maintaine<l by different 
church and missionarv societies, while the remainder, some 2,800, do not enjoy the 
benefit of a free school education. I think it safe to say that with the increase of 
schools for the coming year already allotted to the city and b^ Ptrict enforcement of 
attendance, keeping every room full to its maximum capacity, this figure can be 
redu(»ed to 2,500. 

Two private schools in Rio Piedras receive about 75 children, which, together with 
children in attendance at the public schools, gives a total of about 700 children actu- 
ally attending the schools in that town. As many more, however, are unable to 
attend school and must be denied all educational privileges until sufficient schools 
are provided to accommodate them. 

If the increased and improved equipment of our schools, a greater and more pe^ 
feet knowledge of their needs on the part of the local boards, a deeper and truer 
realization of the meaning and importance of their work on the part of the teacher, 
and an increased sense of the opportunities and privil^es which are becoming more 
and more apparent to the school children, can be taken as a measure of success in 
our work, I can truthfully say that we have taken a step forward in the cause of 
education during the past school year. 

Respectfully submitted. L. R. Sawyeb, 



The Commissioner op Education, San Juan, P. /?. 



Superintendent of Schools, 



School District No. 2. 

Carolina, P. K, June IS, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report as superintendent of 
schools, district No. 2. 

This district was changed somewhat by the redistricting done last summer, the 
municipality of Rio Piedras being subtracted therefrom and added to San Juan and 
Rio Grande substituted therefor. The suppression of the two municipalities of Loiza 
and Trujillo also left the district with but two school boards, those of Carolina, to 
which Trujillo was also annexed, and Rio Grande, of which Loiza now forms a part. 
It was a clear case of the survival of the fittest, the two suppressed boards having 
always done business in a hit-or-miss, haphazard sort of way, while the two surviv- 
ing boards are run by practical business methods, always keeping their obligations 
well met, with intelligible records and bookkeeping, and reasonably liberal in their 
expenditures. Politics has not entered offensively into their transactions as yet, and 
I hope will not. 

The result of the examination in English held last April for the teachers was far from 
satisfactory in this district, due principally to lack of interest on the teachers' part, 
although two of the four English teachers w^ho gave three classes a week for the Porto 
Rican teachers were new to the work and without any knowledge of Spanish when 
they began in October, and one of the others was sick a great deal, so that her classes 
were too irregular to be of much value. The remaining teacher has a good knowl- 
edge of Spanish, and her classes were reall>^ helpful to the few teachers who took 
enough interest to attend. The great majority of the native teachers are decidedly 
averse to study of any sort after they once get a license to teach, and seem to resent 
as an imposition on their rights any attempt to make them add to what they con- 
sider an ample stock of information. Most of those that do make spasmodic attempts 
to study English do so solely from a fear that they may lose their license if they rail 
in the greatly dreaded English examination. They seem to feel that when the hour 
comes to close the schools their minds should close also, and the period until they 
reopen their schools should be spent in the ' ' paseo ' ' or the * ' reunion. ' * Their inter- 
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est in their scholars' progress seems to be principally^ to have it satisfactory to the 
superintendent on his monthly visits, but with verv little or no interest in the bene- 
fit to the individual child. Ido not say that all the native teachers are that way, 
but a large majority are. There are a few who fortunately differ from the majority, 
and who appear really interested in their pupils' advancement, who study and who 
consider their daily work as something more than merely a means to get the monthly 
salary check, and they stand out in very vivid contrast from the others. 

A peculiar fact, and one that surprised me, is that several of the rural teachers who 
went lo the normal school last summer and secured graded certificates have not done 
as ^ood work this year as they did last. They seem to feel that they are wasting 
their sweetness on the desert air, teaching a rural school for a paltry $30, while the 
proud possessors of certificates entitling them to $50 (if there were enough graded 
schools to go around), and do not show the interest and enthusiasm that they did the 
previous year. 

I have labored hard this year with my teachers in a more or less successful attempt 
to cure them of what seems to me the greatest defect the native teachers have, super- 
ficiality. The average native teacher is quite satisfied with a parrot-like repetition 
by the scholar of the words of the text, and seldom makes any effort to find out if 
the ideas conveyed by the text really entered the child's mind or not. This is illus- 
trated frequentfy in the examinations for teachers' certificates, which are taken by a 
good many public school pupils and with rarely one passing. They have not been 
tauffht to think, and fail on questions relating to subjects they have been over, and 
with which they would be perfectly familiar if they had studied them in a rational, 
thinking manner. It is very difficult to get the teachers to cross-examine, as most of 
them were educated under the Spanish system, which would be more correctly called 
a system of mnemonics than of education. Few of the teachers think clearly, and 
the simplest and most evident suggestions of obvious improvements in their work 
are usually received with incomprehensible surprise and some such remark as "That 
is right, but I never thought of doing so." 

The school boards and ayuntamientos have shown a very gratifying desire for new 
graded school buildings. The Rio Grande new graded school opens next fall. It is 
built of brick, with six rooms, and is sufiicient for the needs of the town for several 
years. In Carolina the ayuntamiento has set apart $6,000 from its funds, and the 
department gives an equal amount for the construction of an eight-room graded 
school building, which we hope will be ready for occupancy January 1. In the sup- 
pressed town of Loiza the ayuntamiento of Rio Grande (to which town Loiza was 
annexed) kindly turned over the former alcaldia for use as a graded school building. 
It is an excellent frame structure, well ventilated, and sufficient for the needs of the 
town. 

The agricultural rural schools have lagged behind in this district, as they did last 
year, except that more outdoor work has been done, and that of dubious utility. 
They have done about the same indoor work as rural schools with teachers drawing 
one-half the salary, and the outdoor work has consisted principally in planting a 
variety of seeds and then watching the plants slowly pine away' as a result of 
the assiduous attentions of the "changa" combined with the phenomenal lack of 
rain. One of the agricultural teachers has solved the **changa" problem quite 
ingeniously by restricting his efforts to the bean family and to cotton, for neither of 
which has the "chauga" yet acquired a taste. He has flourishing big beans, little 
beans, white beans, red beans, mottled beans — in fact, t^even varieties — all doing 
well, and the cotton crop is a record breaker. 

The idea of the agricultural schools as now run seems to me an entirely mistaken 
one. They are located on the outskirts of towns, and it is the custom to make them 
a species of reform school, sending thither all the incorrigibles that are not wanted 
in the town schools. These are invariably the sons of peons, and will grow up to be 
peons and will put in their lives working in the cane fields, and any scattering ideas 
as to agriculture they may accidentally acquire during their brief stay in the agricul- 
tural school they will never have a chance to put into practice, as their work will be 
laid out for them by the foremen who follow the methods of their great-grandfathers, 
and who. would immediately request the resignation of any peon that presumed to 
offer a suggestion or vary from his instructions. In my huml)le opinion the only way 
to get any results out of agricultural schools in Porto Rico would be to establish four 
or five high-grade ones at suitable points in the island, presided over by thoroughly 
competent experts who speak intelligible Spanish, and run them in siich a manner 
that well-off planters would send their sons to them, voung men who will some day 
be employers of labor and in a position to put their ideas into practice. 

Washington's Birthday was celebrated very enthusiastically in all the schools of 
the district, and with a very evident feeling on the children's part that they ha.v<i «. 
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proprietorship in tlie iiiiiiiortal father of hin country equal to that enjoyeil by the 
children l)orn in the Tnite^l Staten, or, more aoourately speaking, on the continent. 
The anti-American feelinj?, ho noticeable amonj? the adults here, does not seem to be 
Hhare<l by the children in the schools, I am happy to say, due to their opportunities 
to l)econie ac(}uainted with the jfrandeur of our institutions, our national resources, 
and jrlorious history, op})ortunitie8 denied to their elders on account of their unfor- 
tunate ^)ropcnsity to confine their study of America and Americans to the perusal of 
the rabidlv anti-American and uniformly incorrect Porto Rican press. 

Two nijflit schools have done satisfactory work and two had to oe closed on account 
of insutticient attendancre. A noticeable fact in this connection is that the two suc- 
(;essful schools were comi)ostHl entirely of negroes, while the other two were mostly 
whites. There always seem to l)e more eajjerness to learn and higher attendance 
percentaj^es where the black element predominates. 

A point that can not Ihj emphasized too stronj^ly is the desirability of the English 
teachers knowing Spanish. It is, of course, desirable to have the class work all in 
English whenever i)Ossible, but this is possible only in the higher grades, and the 
efforts of an English teacher with the lower grades when he or she does not under- 
stand any Spanish are enough to cause one to doubt the wisdom of our present sys- 
tem and wonder if it would not be better to discontinue it and use Porto Kican teach- 
ers exclusively, or at least only hire such American teachers as pass a rather rigid 
examination in the Spanish language before coming to the island. 

The children seem to have made as good progress this year as could be reasonably 
expected, considering the defects I have enumerated in the teaching force. Owing 
to the unusual dryness of the weather the rivers and creeks have not risen as in the 
previous year, nor have the roads been muddy, so that the children have attended 
with much more regularity. They seem quick to learn in all branches except arith- 
metic. They seem always in doubt as to what process they should use in solving a 
practical problem. If you tell a pupil to divide a certain number by another, multi- 
ply the quotient by another, etc., he will perform the operations correctly, while if 
you give that same pupil a practical problem without any hint as to the processes to be 
followed he will never stop to think the problem over,'but will start right out multi- 
plying, dividing, subtracting, or adding, whichever pops into his head first, without 
the least consideration of whether or not that particular process is indicated, and 
they see nothing incongruous in stating, for example, that it will take 23 men 529 davs 
to do a piece of work that 19 men can do in 437 days. I hope the normal aritli- 
metical instructors will devise some means to remedy this defect, if it is possible to 
do so. That the present teachers are very shaky in arithmetic has been proven con- 
clusively by the amazing errors they have made in the new teachers* monthly 
reports introduced this year, as I think all the superintendents will agree. 

The best progress has been made in Spanish reading and composition and in 
English, in which latter study the children seem to take most interest. There is 
nothing you can say to the average Porto Rican scholar that will cause such evi- 
dent gratification as a compliment on his progress in English, which augurs very 
hopefully for the Americanization of the generation now in our public schools. It 
is in them and their children that we may confidently base our hopes on the mod- 
ernizing of Porto Rico and its evolution into a condition fit for the statehood which 
its sons desire. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Alfred S. Northrup, 

Superintendent of Schools. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juanj P. R, 



School District No. 3. 

Fajardo, p. R., June 14, 1903. 
Sir: In pursuance wdth section 62 of the school law, I have the honor to herewith 
submit my annual report on school district No. 3, composed of the municipalities 
of Fajardo, Naguabo, and Vieques. Vieques comprises the island of that name and 
also the island of Culebra, which is located 21 miles northeast of Vieques. Up to the 
end of last school year this district included the municipality of Rio Grande, but not 
the two islands just mentioned, and since the beginning of this school year the munic- 
ipality of Rio Grande has been added to another district and the two islands, which 
E resent manydiflaculties for school inspection, have been placed in my district. The 
ick of proper means of communication except in small boats makes the visiting of 
schools on this island extremely difficult. 
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I estimate the population for the district at 35,80() of all ajres, dividetl as follows: 
Fajardo, 17,000; Naguabo, 11,000; Vieques, 7,000; Culebra, 800, and of this popula- 
tion there are about 13,400 children between the a^es of 4 and 17 years. 

There are 45 schools of all kinds, or about 1 school for every fi(K) inhabitants of 
school age. 

I have received very little assistance from my school boards, but the earnest coop- 
eration of the pupils in the schools and their parents in everything tliat has made for 
better school work. 

We have in the district only one building properly constructed for school purposes; 
that is the new Columbia graded school building at Fajardo, erected by the depart- 
ment and officially dedicated on January 16, 1903, by appropriate exercises, in which 
the governor of Porto Rico and the commissioner of education participated, likewise 
Dr. Santiago Veve, member of the house of delegates, and other distinguished citi- 
zens. The rented buildings are not only unsuited by construction, but it is very 
difficult to get their owners to keep them in proper condition for scliool purposes, 
and the local funds available are entirely too small to enable us to better this condi- 
tion of affairs. 

School attendance during the year has been exceptionally gocKl, and the inter- 
est shown in every phase of school work, in the celebration of school festivals, and 
in the progress of the pupils, as manifested by the people at large, has been most 
encouraging. 

I have called the special attention of all teachers to the new school laws, and have 
held frequent teachers* meetings in the nature of pedagogical conferences in the 
district. 

Examinations in English were held in the district on April 25, and were taken 
by 21 out of 39 teachers. The study which they made in preparation is now being 
reflected in the actual work in the schools. The English teachers in the district 
showed kindly interest in preparing the teachers for this examination, often giving 
them extra time when this was desired. 

Of other educational agencies I may report that there is a private school in 
Vieques, where about 35 to 40 children meet daily, paying a monthly tuition vary- 
ing from $1 to $1.50. Some of the children attending this school do so because their 
parents do not wish them to mix with the colored children in the public schools, 
and because they would not get religious instruction. There are two small private 
schools in Fajardo, each attended by from 15 to 20 young (children. 

Sample work of the different grades in the public schools of this district has been 
sent to your office and will show more concretely than this report can, what has 
been accomplished during the year. 

It is interesting to note that in the Fajardo night school we have taught nearly 
100 pupils how to read and write. 

Respectfully submitted. 



The Commissioner op Education, San Jnan, P, B, 



Jose L. Fajardo, 
Superintendent of Schoofs. 



School District ^o. 4. 

HuMACAO, P. R., June 12, 190S. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my fourth annual rei)ort as a district 
superintendent in the public schools of Porto Rico. 

My first two years were spent in the district of Gnayama; the last two 1 have been 
in charge of the district of Humacao. As 1 turn back to th(» first year in which I 
was associated with the public school work of Porto Rico and cdnipare the con- 
ditions then with those I find at present, I must say that the transformation has 
been little short of marvelous. From the poorest kind of a system of i)ublic schools 
which was parti v under the (control of the municipalities and partly under that of an 
insular board of education, without a single school house, without one serviceable 
p<?hool desk, with no supplies and few text-books, there has been formed an up-to- 
date Anierican system, with all graded schools of this district and, I believe, through- 
out the island, furnished with American patent desks. Part of the schools are housed 
in magnificent structures built by the department of education and have been fur- 
ni8he<i sufficient supplies and excellent text-books. 

The change which has taken place in the native teaching force has been such that 
I find representatives of the district's oldest and most distinguished faiuvUea v^vsscir 
bered in its ranks. It no longer offers a refuge here lot \V\oa^ >N\Av>\\«.N<i\\\aAfc ^siJ\^xt«Kes 
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in a]] other walkn of life antl niiiiplv turn to teaching as a last resoun-e, but rather it 
hai« lKH»n place<l on an etjuality witli other profeHnionn that demand time and study 
in preparation. Pan*nt8 and teachern have been taught to regard the profe8>ioD of 
teaetiing an one of the higtiet^t an<l noblest— one that Commands the respeet of all. 
Thow t<*ac*herH who held their wlicK)l8 in **propie<la<l*' or rec'eive<l their titles and 
ap|M)intnientH through politii*al or otlier infiueneen under the Spanish (Tovernnient 
have gnuluaily l)een reniove<l, at least those who were without merit. I rei*ollect an 
in(*i<lent that o('curre<l at the time I first t(K)k chaiye of the Guayama district which 
ilhistrates thin class of teachers. l'|>on mv first visit to the runil school of Carmen 
I found a tea<*her in chaive wh(> was unable to read or write correi*tly. Looking 
over the reconls of the schtx)] I found many misspelled words and called his atten- 
tion to the fact, when*u|Km he astonished me by saying, **Jk> yon think I should be 
here if I couhi read and write correctly?" Fortunately the system of P^nglish exam- 
inations adoptiHl by the <lepartment last year has dinfoniatically removed this cla.<« 
of teachers and will prevent others from remaining in tne work who are not progressive 
or otherwise proi>erly (pialified, some of whom I have been obliged to retain in the 
past for want of i)etter applicants. 

In the recent English examinations all native teachers of this district reported for 
examination. With few exceptions they have attende<i English classes faithfully, a 
numl)er of rural t^^achers undergoing soiiie hardships in order to attend r^mlarly. 

The efforts of these were rewanled by a high per cent, one receiving honorable 
mention. The district st(KMl seventh in rank of the 19 in the island, the results 
of the examination showinj^ an average of H9.5 per cent, while three teachers in 
all received honorable mention. Taking into consideration that the town of Man- 
nabo had an English teacher only four months, Juncos seven months, while thoee 
of San I»renzo and Humacao were changed during the school year, the average 
obtained reflects great credit upon the native teachers. It is important that the 
English teachers remain in the work after they have had a year or more experience 
in the schools of Porto Rico. Lkk^I conditions being vastly different from thoee 
found in the average town in the States, which, with the question of the two kin- 
guages, confuses new American teachers and makes their work almost valueless the 
first few months. The offer of the department of education to defray traveling 
expenses to and from the States of those tea(!hers returning another year is certainly 
a ^and move in the right direction. 

The expression "As hungry as a schoolmaster," so well known previously by fre- 
quent use throughout Porto Kico, has lost caste. 

The promptness and dispatch with which the department has met its obligations 
in paying teachers' salaries has made them independent and assisted them in meet- 
ing their obligations punctually. 

The school law which established the "school funds'* that are disbursed by the 
officers of the local school directors has contributed largely toward removing this 
sentiment and at the same time placed the affairs of the local directors upon a sab- 
stantial basis, established their credit, and greatly simplified the work of the 8upe^ 
intendent respecting local expenses. 

The highest number of pupils enrolled in this district at any one time during the 
present year was 2,424, an increase of 722 over the past year. Of these, 1,182 were 
enrolled in the rural schools. Owing to distances between headquarters and outlying 
municipalities, the poor roads connecting them and their rural districts, it has been 
very difficult to do effective supervision. 

My aim has been to devote most of my personal attention to the rural schools, 
depending on principal and English teachers to carry out my instructions and the 
object of the department in the town or graded si^hools. The majority of the 
inhabitants of Porto Rico, I believe, lire in the rural districts or barrios. .Tt is there 
that the greater illiteracy prevails. If we are to accomplish the complete American- 
ization and education of this people, we must make tne greater effort in the rural 
districts. 

However, great progress has already been made in building agricultural schools in 
some barrios, furnishing text-books and better apparatus, as well as better trained 
teachers, but the rural school advancement has not kept pace with the progress of 
the town schools. This is due in part to conditions inherent in the isolated one- 
room schoolhouse itself, where organization and gradation is almost impossible, 
where personal favoritism on the part of the local Iward often prevents efficient and 
continued effort by the teacher, and where the environment is too narrow to broaden 
the intellectual horizon of the pupil by active rivalry and keen intellectual competi- 
tion with others in his class. The scattered locations of the homes necessarily 
removes the majority a long distance from the center of the barrio, where the schoof- 
houae is f^enerally located, making one sesavoiv ob\\9ca.tory , and thereby shortening 
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the school day. The consolidation of rural schools is no longer a debatable question. 
It has been accepted by administrative school officers everywhere that the most 
rational solution of the country-school problem is to combine the small, isolated 
school units into larger ones, transporting the pupils to and from the schools at public 
expense. At present this system is entirely inapplicable to Porto Rico, owmg to 
existing conditions. First, the appropriation of the department of education will 
admit of no increase in expense. Second, the roads connecting the schoolhouses 
and the homes of the pupils are mere trails, for the most part, which are impassable 
four to five months of the school year except on foot. A large increase in the num- 
ber of schools would greatly simplify the problem by lessening the distances between 
school and home. An effort to centralize the homes should be made. At present 
we have about one-fourth of the children of school age in rural districts enrolled in 
the schools. I have rural schools with an enrollment of 60, 50 on the waiting list, 
and a daily attendance of 45 to 50. Parents are beginning to appreciate the value of 
some education and many cases of sacrifices on their part are daily brought to my 
notice. On my last visit to a rural school near Las Piedras I noticed a boy of about 
9 years of age, poorly clad, who was barely able to stand in the class. I called the 
teacher's attention to him and was informed that he was not sick, but simply weak 
from lack of sufficient and proper nourishment. I remained until the closing hour 
of the school, and mounting the boy with me upon my horse we proceeded to his 
home, where I found a family consisting of father, mother, and five children. The 
remaining four, ranging from 3 to 8 years in age, had no clothing of any description. 
The mother told me that it was her earnest desire to send the two oldest to the niral 
school with their brother, but the father had fallen sick and there was nothing with 
which to buy food, much less to clothe them. The family had been subsisting an 
entire week upon sweet potatoes, of which they had a small patch, and yet that 
boy had attended school daily, walking three-quarters of a mile. It is often that I 
find children sitting along the schoolhouse trail, weak and shaking from fever, unable 
to continue their way to school and unwilling to attempt to return home. Such 
fortitude certainly deserves reward, and such incidents bring the wish that your 
salary wei*e inexhanstible and the appropriation of the department unlimited. 

The practice of permitting pupils to carry to their homes ail written work prepared 
by them in the school has created interest and has carried to some extent the influ- 
ence of the school into the home. I should recommend that this be taken up on a 
larger scale, such as giving premiums of short-story books which would be read with 
interest by pupils to their parents. 

Owing to the annexation of some municipalities it was found necessary to add two 
towns to this district this year, viz, Maunaboand San Lorenzo. (Teographically, and 
owing to the trails leading to them from my headquarters, these towns should not 
pertain to this district. San Lorenzo lies one hour by cart road from the headquarters 
of the Caguas district, while it requires four hours to make the trip over the trail 
from Humacao. I do not know the origin of this trail, but it seems to me that the 
original route must have been laid by some Indian who had little or no respect for 
his life or limbs. In the rainy season the trip over this trail is accomplished with 
some risk, as falls are frequent. Both my horse and myself have become quite 
adept in the art of falling and alighting. However, we have not been able to 
accomplish these feats without coming in contact with mother earth, and as a result 
of this we are obliged to present ourselves at the schools of San Lorenzo resembling 
two balls of mud more than man and beast. Transportation of books and supplies 
over this trail is, of course, equally difficult. 

The district now comprises the towns of Humacao, Las Piedras, Junc^os, Yabucoa, 
Maunabo, and San Lorenzo, with a teaching fort^e of 51 graded and rural, 2 agricul- 
tural, and 6 English teachers, a total of 59 teachers, with an increase of 22 over last 
year. The 24 graded and 3 night schools in the district have been divided into 46 
classes, i. e., 23 first grades, 11 second grades, 11 third grades, (> fourth grades, and 3 
fifth grades. It is intended to form sixth grades the "oniing school year providing 
sufficient fifth-grade pupils return to the schools. It will be seen that first-grade 
pupils are in the majority in the town schools, and four-fifths of the enrollment of 
the rural schools pertain to this grade. Over 300 names have been on the waiting 
list of the graded schools of this district the entire year, which, had there been accom- 
modations and teachers, would have been formed into first-grade clfu^ses. The ages 
of the pupils of the town schools range from 6 to 15 years. There is a strong ten- 
dency to leave the school as soon as they have reached the age of 14 or 15 years. I 
also find that the desire for schooling is not so prevalent among them as it is among 
the rural pupils. The w^ork of the graded schools has been carried on as laid out by 
the "course of study." Written examinations covering the year's work are being 
prepared. Sample copies of the results obtained in each grade aud «!c\vcy.A ^\VV V^fc 
forwarded to the department at the end of the 8cY\oo\ y^ax. 
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Special and appropriate exercises have taken place in the schools on all legal 
holidays. I think those held on Arl)or Day were the most successful and most 
entertaininjr. Tht» sinjrin^ of the national sonjf^s at these celebrations is thoroughly 
enjoyed by the pupils, who sing them with a will and a vim that compels you to 
join them.* I believe that complete Americanization is bound to follow where the 
national songs and national games of our country are planted. I have introduced out- 
door games and sports among the graded school pupils and find that they take an 
exceptional interest in baseball. Owing to a sprained ankle ret*eived during the first 
lessons, I reluctantly turned over the teaching of this game to Mr. J. Wnittemore 
Smith, Knglish teacher, of Humacao, who reports excellent progress. 

The agricultural schools of the district, lo(»ated at Juncos and Las Piedras, ^ve no 
results this year. I feel that this was due for the greater part to the ina(»tivity of 
the teachers, but other causes also contributed. At Juncos we had no fence to 
protect the grounds from loo.«<e cattle, the school was located too near the town, and 
the pupils who were enrolled exhibited no interest in agricultural work. At Las 
Piedras the ground was fenced, prepared, and tools furnished to work with, but the 
school was not opened until late m tne school year, and after a few months the teacher 
resigned to return to the United States. I find that the idea of locating agricultural 
8<*hools near the towns is erroneous. This district has l)een granted another agri- 
cultural school tor the municipality of San Lorenzo, and it is my intention to locate 
it quite a distance from the town. Mr. Fernando Aponte, of San Lorenzo, has 
donated a site for the school, which consists of 3 acres of good, fertile land, bor- 
dered on one si<le by a running stream, situated in the barrio of Quemada Arena. 
The barrio is very thickly populated and has never had a school within its borders. 
I think the conditions found there are ideal for the location of a school of this class, 
and I am looking forward wuth great interest to the results I expect to obtain. 

The district has also been granted by the department of education a six-room 
graded school building to be located at Yabucoa. The building will cost about 
|l3,000, of which the municipality has agreed to pay half. 

The statistics which I have been able to consult show there are 16,470 children of 
school age in this district who are not attending school. About 6,000 of these would 
attend if accommodations and teachers were provided and they w^ere solicited to 
enroll. The remainder would have to be reached by a compulsory school law. The 
educational agencies in the district, outside of the public schools, consist of 4 small 
private schools, which have an enrollment of 86 pupils, ranging in age from 4 to 7 
years. From the above data it is obvious that we are in need of many more schools. 

In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge the sincere support accorded this oflSce by 
the commissioner of education and his corps of office assistants. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Geo. Wendel Moore, 

Superintendent of Schooh. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R. 



School District No. 5. 

Oaguas, p. R., June IS, 190S. 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to transmit my report on the public schools of this 
district for the school year ending June 26, 1903. 

About a month ago 1 wrote a circular letter to all the teachers of the district, ask- 
ing them to obtain for me a census of the children of school aa:e living within the 
barrios or towns in which their schools were situated, and, at the same time, wrote 
the alcalde of each town recjuesting him to direct the commissaries of the barrios to 
assist the teachers. The results of this census, including estimates for 17 barrios 
and the city of Caguas, from which returns have not yet been receive<l, are shown 
in the following table: 



Aguas Biienas. 

Caguas 

Cayey 

Cidra 

Guraho 



PupUsenroUed. ^^J^^-" S""' 



Urban. | Rural. Urban. ' Rural. 



104 
G.t3 
428 
118 
134 



169 173 ' 965 

426 250 : 1,279 

579 160 1,390 

186 75 900 

190 164 I 1,314 



Tot til V V , 457 



I \,\%1. I 1,550 822 ' b,m 
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In addition there are 2 night schools, with an enrollment of 100, which I have not 
include<l in the table, since many of the pupils are adults, and 5 private schools with 
a total enrollment of 160. 

This census is not only interesting and instructive from a statistical noint of view, 
but will aid me greatly m deciding where schools should be established, since I have 
it by barrios, and also in obtaining and maintaining a good enrollment and attend- 
ance, since I have the names and the ages of the children and the names of their 
parents. 

At present there are in use for school purposes in this district 11 buildings in the 
towns and 33 in the country. Of the thirty-two class rooms in the town buildings all 
but five are eq^uipped with modem furniture. These five will be similarly equipped 
before the beginning of the next school year. • During the year a new four-room stone 
building has been finished in Cayey and was turned over to the town in October. A 
similar building was offered the town of Aguas Buenas, on the condition that the 
to^Ti pay on installments half the cost of the building; and a like offer was made to 
the town council of Cai^uas for the annexed town of Gurabo, but in both cases the 
town councils replied that the financial condition of the municipal treasury did not 
warrant the assumption of such obligations. An agricultural school building has 
been offered to the annexed town of Cidra, and steps are now being taken to acquire 
the necessary land by popular subscription. 

While the' furniture and equipment of the town schools is generally satisfactory, 
the same can not be said of the rural schools. This condition is due not to indiffer- 
ence of the local boards, but to the fact that available funds have been lacking. The 
respective budgets of the school boards for the coming year make ample provision 
for putting all the schools in satisfactory condition. At present many of the rural 
schools are equipped with furniture for the most part loaned by the neighbors or 
constructed by the teachers and pupils. 

Generally speaking, the enrollment in the schools has been satisfactory. In a few 
cases it has been very low, a condition I believe to have been due mainly to the lack 
of effort on the part of the teachers in charge of those schools. The proportion of 
children unenrolled, shown in the census given above, proves that there is no excuse 
for not having a full enrollment in all schools. Besides the indifference of some of 
the teachers, or perhaps their unwillingness to be burdened with a large school, the 
ignorance and selfishness of the parents retard the enrollment and hurt the attend- 
ance. In far too many cases the child is not enrolled until every means of finding it 
work, either at home or abroad, has been exhausted, and then at the first oppor- 
tunity it is withdrawn either temporarily or permanently. Hundreds of children 
between the ages of 8 and 12 years are hired out to work in the fields, cigar facto- 
ries, or in private houses that their parents may have more time and money to spend 
upon themselves. I am blind neither to the fact that poverty is extreme in Porto 
Rico, nor to the fact that the family mode of living is not improved by the results of 
the work of the children. During the entire year I have endeavored by tiilking with 
parents along the road to create a healthier public opinion regarding this matter. 
With the aid of the stricter provisions of the new school law, and the promised coop- 
eration of the local authorities, I expect the coming year to be able to improve mat- 
ters in this respect. 

The agricultural school in Gurabo has not given the results that it should have 
during the present year. This has been due in part to the fact that the first seeds 
sent out by the department did not germinate, in part to the unusually dry weather 
that has prevailed, but mainly to the unfitness of the teacher for his position. This 
teacher, while honest and conscientious, lacks the native and educational (lualitica- 
tions necessary to success in his work. The ai'hool opened with an enrollment of 32, 
which, instead of improving, has dwindled to 19. The average monthly attendance 
has been 19.89. Of the pupils enrolled not more than (> have at any one time heen 
from the country. The site of the school is good, and the school hoard is disi)osed 
to do all in itt* power to make the school a success. 1 would recommend that the 
agricultural work be continued at the sc^hool next year under the direction of a 
teacher with force of character and practical experience in farm work. 

The work of the night si'hools has been on the whole successful. Phis is particu- 
larly true of the school in Cayey, where the native teacher in charge has worked 
earnestly an<l faithfully, keeping* up the interest of the pupils and thus the enroll- 
ment One of the American teachers there voluntarily offered to teach English in 
the night school without extra remuneration, and by so doing has made possil)lc the 
formation of practically two night schools instead* of one. The teacher who now 
has charge of the Caguas night school is one of the best native teachers in the dis- 
trict. In both towns the attendance is excellent ami there is a waiting list of appli- 
cants for admission. 

I am pleased to l)e able to state that in no 8e\\oo\ oi VYve vN\.'aXx\^V\d>N\\<i <^\ '«s'5b\fe\s>L 
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of Hetfrejwtion of nexes foliowe<l. The chanj?e to mixed schools was bitterly opposed, 
and I was violently assaile<l )>y the 8(*hool l)oard then in office when I made it in 
Cayey last fall. But iiiwn the'iKrasion of my last visit to that town the secretary of 
the pn»Hent Iniard spontaneously told me that he believed the change was a step in 
the ri^ht direction and that that boanl would not avail itself of the power granted it 
in the new 8<'hool law to s(*parate the sexes next year. 

All the whool l>oan.l8 at pn^sent in the (listrict have shown themselves not only 
willinj: but ea^er to c<M)i)erate with me in the l)etterment of the schools. They have 
all been ^rreatU* hammered by a shortage of funds due not to insufficient provisions in 
the budgets, biit to the fact that the municipal authorities have been unable to keep 
them supplieil with the funds and that cc^lections of taxes have amounted to less 
than the estimates. The resulting lack of resources not onlv prevents putting the 
schools in ^K^d condition materially, but because the credit of the hoards is impaired 
makes it ditiicult to rent suitable buildings and to secure the services of the best 
teairhers. 

In this district I have found some of the liest native teachers that I have known 
in an exi)erience that has bn)ught me into contact with over 200. Xot only are 
their educational qualifications aTx)ve the average, but the interest which they nave 
manifested in their work, in their pupils, and in their own improTonent has been 
extremely encouraging. Although it was greatly stimulated by the annoanoement 
made la^s't fall that the tea(*hers would, at the end of April, be required to take 
examinations in English, the interest of the teachers in that langaage and their 
desire to learn it is real and spontaneous. This is proved by the large number of , 
teachers who were paying for private lessons in English before the above-mentioned ' 
arnounoement was made. I have noticed a gratifying increase in the number of 
teachers who lead and encourage th<*ir pupils to express their own ofMnions. 

The work of the American teachers, too, has been in the main eminently satis&c- 
tory. They have not only worked well and faithfully with their pupils, but have 
been well liked by the native teachers with whom they have been associated, and 
have endeavored to \ye in every way possible helpful to ttiem. Cidra has been unfor- 
tunate in this respect. During the school year 1901-2 it had no American teacher, 
and this year the two teachers it did have served all told but eleven weeks. 

The more one knows the pupils in the schools of Porto Rico the brighter must be 
one's hopes for the future or tne island. They have their tiiults, and serious ones, 
due to heredity and environment, but they are as a class bright and studious and 
appreciate the advantages that the schools offer them far better than their parents in 
many instances. I thoroughly believe that if they were left free to follow their own 
inclinations without influence one way or the other from their parents, the enrollment 
and the attendance of our schools would be improved. Many a child has asked me 
to lend him other books to study, or begged me to have him placed in some school 
where he could learn some trade. Where the child appears auU and stupid it can 
be traced, in the majority of cases, to the method of the teacher, who forces the child 
to repeat answers that he does not comprehend and represses any tendency toward 
originality and independence of thought. 

The best progress has been made in English. This is true even in the rural schools, 
where the instruction in that language is given by a native teacher who very fre- 
quently, at the end of the year, knows less English than the majority of his pupils. 
The Porto Rican child has much natural aptitude for the manual arts, and so does 
good work in drawing and writing. In arithmetic the least progress is shown. This 
is due to the "rule of thumb" method employed by almost all the teachers. 

On Arbor Day, Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, and Flag Day appropriate 
exercises were held throughout the district. On Arbor Day trees and shrubs were 
planted by the pupils of all the schools, and I have endeavored throughout the 
entire year to cultivate an active, abiding, and practical interest in the purpose of 
that day. Flag Day was "featured" throughout the district six weeks before the 
date set for the exercises, June 12. I sent each copies of a suggested programme 
and of many poems, recitations, speeches, memory gems, and songs appropriate to 
the day. Both teachers and pupils entered upon the preparations with enthusiasm. 
I have re(;eived as yet no reports from the other towns, but the exercises in Caguas 
were gratifyingly successful. The mayor generously ceded the assembly room of 
the town hall. A committee of school children worked all the forenoon preparing a 
stage and decorating the room. When the time for beginning the exercises came 
the hall \vas crowded to its utmost capacity, and the doorways were filled by people 
who could get no further. The enthusiasm was unabated from first to last, bemg 
greatest when Miss Arenas, dressed in the flag of Porto Rico, made her speech pledg- 
mg the island to loyalty to the American Government and its flag, and expressing 
the wish that Forto Rico be soon admitted to tVv^ svatferUood of States. The correct- 
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ness of pronunciation and the clearness of enunciation in the recitation and the songs 
in Enghsh were remarkable. After the exercises in the hall were over the children 
filed down into the street and, accompanied by their teachers, marched around the 
plaza several times, each school with its large American fiag and each child with a 
small one, singing ** Yankee Doodle.*' 

In closing this report I would say that there is, in my judgment, every reason to 
feel greatly encouraged regarding the public schools of Porto Rico, and the regener- 
ation of the island through their work and influence. Everywhere is manifest 
decreasing oi)position to the American system and increasing faith in the schools and 
belief in the importance of the work they are doing. 

Respectfully submitted. 



The OoMMissiONBB OP Education, San Juan^ P. R. 



Roger L. Conant, 
Superintendent of Schools. 



School District No. 6. 

GuAYAMA, P. R., June 15, 1903. 

Sir: In compliance with section 62 of the school laws, I have the honor to forward 
herewith the fourth annual report on public schools of the district of Guayama. 

At the beginning of the fiscal year 1902-3, two towns, Santa Isabel and Maunabo, 
were transferred to other districts and left the district of (Tuayama composed of two 
municipalities with the following towns: Salinas, Guayama, and Arroyo, in the 
municipality of Guayama, and Patillas and its barrios as the municipality of Patillas. 

The increase of schools has been marked, total number of schools in the district 
being 21 graded, 20 rural, and 1 agricultural. Five more rural schools were allotted 
to Guayama, but owing to the scarcity of teachers thev were not opened. 

The grefet difficulty to contend witn is to find suitable buildings, with good sani- 
tary conditions, for school purposes. With the exception of the school buildings 
built by the department of education those occupied by the graded schools and 
some of the niral schools are far from being satisfactory. 

While the buildings in the towms of Salinas and Patfllas are amply large in respect 
to floor space, the roofs are so low, and being of galvanized iron, on warm days 
become so heated as to make the rooms beneath almost unbearable. Teacher and 
pupils dread the afternoon session on those days, and the heat causes the interest in 
the work to diminish, and a drowsiness falls over the children, which necessitates a 
great amount of skill on the part of the teacher to overcome. 

In Arroyo the case is just the opposite. There the school rooms are small and 
children are cramped for space. Some of the buildings used by the rural schools are 
laige and roomy, and are in much better sanitary condition than those of the towns. 
Others are so small that it seems foolish to try to put a school in them. 

But what are we to do? Schools we must have, and as these small buildings are 
the only ones available in the barrios they are used as such. I have seen 50 children 
crowdea in a room 10 by 30 feet, and good work being done under the circumstances. 
The town of Guayama has 11 graded schools. Four of these occupy a large 4-room 
school building built by the department of education, three are in a building owned 
by the municipality, which building is in a miserable sanitary condition, and the 
other four are in two private dwelling houses, the partitions having been removed 
80 as to enlarge the rooms. 

The teaching force of the district this year has been very good. I have found 
that most of the native teachers speak more or less English ana, with the exception 
of two or three of the older teacners, all have a fair knowledge of the methods of 
teaching. The younger teachers, I find, are more adaptable to American methods 
than the older teachers. In one of my schools sickness caused a teacher to resign, 
and a young man who had just received his certificate was appointed to the vacancy. 
It was surprising to see what an improvement took place in a few days. The children 
seemed to take much more interest in the school, and everyone had a pleased look. 
I thought at first the old saying '* A new broom sweeps clean " explained the case, 
but I have found out that such was not so. The broom still continues new and 
everybody is satisfied. An old lady, the mother of two of the children in the school, 
stopped me on the road the other day and said: "That is a mighy fine teacher you 
have given us. He speaks English well and my boy can now read and write. I do 
hope you will keep him here.** If a teacher does his duty and has a cheerful dispo- 
sition, you may be sure that he will have the support of the barrio in which he teacnea 
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and that the attendance in hin sohool will always he good. The school I spoke of 
has in<Tea8e<l 10 ]>er cent in its attendance. 

Teachers, in order to get goo<l attendance, have to make the school attractive. 
At re«i*«* I would suggest teaching the children some game to play, one that will be 
instructive as well as amusing. If he or she finds that the heat is telling on the 
pupils, a« it does in some of our small schoolrooms, suspend school for five or ten 
minutes and read a story or teach a game that will both instruct and at the same 
time cheer them up. "All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy,** is an old 
saying and will certainly apply to the Porto Rican child. 

The principal teachers of tfiis district have done excellent work this year. The 
school of Principal Enrique Huyke, of Arroyo, really surpasses anything I have seen 
in its line. The entire class speaks, reads, and writes English with the proficiency 
of an American school of its same grade. The work, especially in English and 
Spanish grammar, is something w<mderful. Anyone wishing to pass a pleasant half 
hour has only to visit this class and hear it recite. The other teachers and classes 
of Arroyo are not far behind Professor Huyke's. All are doing good work. Mr. 
Carlos Si. Mufloz, principal of the (iuayama schools, has also done good work this 
year. When the schools were opened at the beginning of the school year there was 
not a class regularly graded. Mr. E. B. Wilcox, who was supervisor for a few 
months, started the work of grading, but owing to numerous other duties he had to 
perform succeeded only partly in grading one or two classes. It was the middle of 
the second term before the work was completed. This was hard work, and it was 
only through the energetics and untiring efforts of Mr. MufXoz and the teachers of 
English that the work was accomplished. I am glad to say that next year when the 
teacher takes charge of his class he will have no trouble in beginning his work and 
continuing throughout the year without a break. Teachers of the rural schools 
have also done very good work. In many of these rural schools English is taught 
by the native teacher and the progress has been exceedingly satisfactory. The read- 
ing is quite good. Of course, there is a strong accent, but still the child understands 
what it reads, and quit^ a number write from dictation. As a whole, the general 
progress of the schools this year has been at least 30 per cent over that of last. 

A great help to our schools, and also to the native teacher, has been the teacher 
of English. The work done by this teacher will long be remembered in Porto Rico. 
These teachers, besides teaching the school children, held classes in English three 
times a week for the benefit of the native teachers and the result can be seen by the 
per cent gained by the native teacher in a special examination in English held April 
25 of this year. Ninety-seven per cent, 96 per cent, 94 per cent, 86 per cent, and so 
forth, were the marks gained at this examination. Too much can not be said for the 
teachers of English who have labored in the schools of Porto Rico for the year 1902-3. 

Teachers' meetings have been of great benefit this year. They have been held on 
the second and fourth Saturdays of every month, and twice there has been a general 
meeting of all the teachers of the district. 

The conference held here March 25 and 26 by the Hon. Samuel M. Lindsay, com- 
missioner of education of Porto Rico, assisted by Dr. Charles De Garmo, dean of the 
pedagogical department of Cornell University, and Dr. Edward T. Devine, secretary 
of the charity organization society of New York, was quite a success, and was of great 
benefit to those who attended. 

The agricultural school, while not wholly a success, has, however, demonstrated 
that with proper facilities crops can be grown in Porto Rico. Mr. Jose E. Navarro, 
teacher of the agricultural rural school of Arroyo, with considerable labor has shown 
that, even if his school is built upon the old foundations of destroyed houses and 
the ground mixed with bricks, mortar, and so forth, garden truck, tobacco, cane, 
and cotton could be grow-n. Mr. Navarro labored under difficulties. He had to 
clear his ground of all kinds of rubbish, carry water for irrigation a considerable dis- 
tance, and then upon all that argue the point w ith the parent as to whether the 
child in the school should work in the ground. Many of the parents do not wish 
their children to work in the fields. Their idea is that the child that goes to school 
should be either a doctor or a lawyer, and they can not see that it is important for him 
to have an education to work in the field. The agricultural rural school has been 
placed upon the wrong site. The school should be in the interior of the island, near 
a stream, and as far from a town as possible. It is the country boy who desires the 
instruction in agriculture, and he is the one who should get it 

The furniture of the schools has been somewhat better than last year. Still there 
is much needed. The schools in the rural districts all need desks. At least one-half 
of the school should be accommodated in this respect. The rooms need brightening 
up. Very few of the schools have been whitewashed during the past year. Filters 
should be in every school. Benches with backs should take the place of the old 
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bench, aud every teacher should have at least two chairs and a desk or table. Of 
school supplies there is a plenty. There is no school in the United States that has 
more supplies or of better quality than the schools of Porto Rico. 

There are a number of private schools in this district, four of which are in the 
town of Guayama, with an attendance of about 100 pupil.«. In the rural districts I 
have often observed small schools or classes established in barrios where the popu- 
lation was so small that it did not warrant the opening of a regular public school. 
Those classes rarely exceeded an attendance of 10, and taking them as a whole they 
would amount to about 130 to 140 children. 

More public schools will be needed next year. I find that in my entire district I 
have about 300 children who do not attend school. Under the new law where the 
parent is coippelled to keep the child in school I am sure that very few of these 
children will be out of school during the coming year. 

The local board, or rather the old local board of education, did some very good 
work last year. I am in hopes that the new board, which was established a few 
days ago, will continue the ^ood work. Financially the board is in good circum- 
stances, and with a little clerical aid they will be able to have the schools of this 
district in first-class condition for the new year. 

With the supplies now furnished by the department of education, modern furni- 
ture, and clean school buildings, teachers who have had some training at the insular 
normal school, and the following strictly of the new course of study issued by the 
department of education, I see no reason why our schools in the coming year shall 
not obtain the same standard as public schools of the United States. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Jno. W. Zimmerman, 

Superhdendent of Schools. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R. 



School District No. 7. 

AiBONiTO, P. R., June 5 y 1903. 

Sik: I have the honor to submit my annual report for the year 1902-3. 

I began my term as school supervisor on July 1, 1902. The district for which I 
was appointed comprises the municipalities of Aibonito, Barros, and Comerio, Bar- 
ranquitas having been annexed to Barros. The towns of Aibonito, Barros, and 
Barranquitas belonged to the school district of Coamo the year before, while Comerio 
was one of the municipalities of Bayamon district. I think it well to say that the 
organization of the schools in Aibonito, Barros, and Barranquitas at the beginning 
of the year was quite satisfactory, and, although there was something to be done, no 
important defects were noticed in the school machinery of those municipalities. The 
same can not be said of Comerio. As soon as I made my first visit to the schools of 
that town, I could see that Comerio was the weak point in my district. In the graded 
schools the organization was especially poor. Each teacher did as he pleased, there 
being no uniformity in the work of the different rooms. No discipline, poor methods^ 
and very bad sanitary conditions in the building. This state of affairs disappeared 
when an acting principal which had been appointed some days before was required 
to take in his hand the direction of the work in the whole school and was made 
responsible for the general discipline and the punctuality of all the teachers. At the 
same time clear explanations were given to the teachers concerning the methods and 
discipline; a janitor was appointed to take care of the building, and the rooms and 
closets were cleaned and whitewashed. In fact, now, at the end of the year, things 
have entirely changed, and there are reasons to expect that the organization of the 
schools in Comerio next year will be satisfactory. 

Something has been done to improve the conditions of the schools in the other 
municipalities. Acting principals were appointed for Barros and Barranquitas. 
Aibonito had a principal the year before, but his work was not satisfactory and 
during the same j^ear Mr. S. 6. Eckman, then supervisor in charge of the Coamo 
district, thought it wise to demote him, decreasing his salary and limiting his 
authority. This year a successful graded teacher was appointed for the position of 
acting principal, and his work, I am sure, has been more satisfactory than the one 
which an old principal would have done. Every one of the towns in the district 
has therefore a graded teacher in charge of the schools, discharging those duties as 
the supervisor may require, receiving an extra pay of $10, and giving in return an 
amount of work worth manv times that much. 



12R REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 

Nothinjf perhaj)8 han contributed to the improvement of the work in the graded 
schoolH of AilK)nito no much as the facilities offere<l by a modem four-room building, 
conHtructe<i by the dei»artment of education and which was opened in November, 
1902. At my requwt each one of the school l>oards in the district has appointed a 
janitor for the graded school». Last year there was none, and the teachers, helped 
by the chiMren, had to see after the cleaning of the buildings. 

On the whole, our schools are jjoorly equipped. There are many rural schools 
which have not the necessary furniture. Some teac^here have not a chair to sit on, 
nor a desk to write on. With the exceptions of the graded schools of Aibonito, no 
st^hool has hat racks. Very few schools have pails for water, and only the graded 
schools of Comerio have filters, recently lx>ught by the local school board. The 
number of schools having clocks is very small. All the graded schools but two have 
new indivi<lual desks, given by the department of education. I am sure that with 
the money appn>r)riated this year for this purpose by the boards of Barros and 
Aibonito, where the two schools with old desks are loi»ated, it will be easy to buy 
new desks for them. 

Not one of the rural schools has modem desks, and many years will pass before 
they may have them. But some municipalities have provided desks and oenches of 
the' old style for their rural schools, in an amount sufficient for all the children 
attending the school. The niral schools of Comerio and some of Aibonito have the 
poorest mrniture. 

When the school year l)egan only forty schools were opened in the district, as 
follows: 



Municipality. 


Graded. 


Rural. 


Agricul- 
tural. 


Total. 


Aibonito 


5 
7 
4 


4 
11 

7 




9 


Barros 


2 


20 


Comerio 


11 








Total 


16 


22 


2 


40 











There was no other reason for the nonopening of the other schools than the lack 
of teachers. During the end of the second term all the vacant schools were filled 
with new teachers, and now the number of schools is as follows: 





Graded. 


Rural. 


Agricul- 
tural. 


Total. 




6 

7 
4 


7 

18 

9 




12 




2 


07 




13 










16 


84. 


2 


52 







Municipality. 

Aibonito 

Barros 

Comerio 

Total 



The number of pupils between the ages of 5 and 17 years in the different munici- 
palities of the district is as follows: 

Aibonito 3, 054 

Barros (and Barranquitas) 8, 235 

Comerio 2, 991 

Total 14,280 

The number of pupils enrolled is — 

Aibonito 582 

Barros (and Barranquitas) 1, 267 

Comerio 559 

Total 2,408 

The number of pupils between the ages of 5 and 17 years who do not receive any 
instruction is therefore — 

Aibonito 2, 472 

Barros (and Barranquitas) 6, 968 

Comerio 2,432 

Total 11,872 




LIMONES RURAL SCHOOL, QUAYAMA. 




CAQUAS GRADED SCHOOL. 
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Perhaps no district has more young teachers than this one. With the exception 
of eight or ten teachers, all the teachers in the district have taken their examinations 
under the American Government. This means that the majority of them know the 
American school methods pretty well, and have never taught according to the routine 
methods of the Spanish system. As a rule, j^oung teachers are more successful than 
the old ones, ana I have been able to realize this in my district, where with the 
exception of Mr. Castule Rodriguez, who in spite of having taught a long time in the 
Spanish schools is a very able teacher, the old teachers have not clearly understood 
the new ideas and educational views. 

The number of incompetent teachers in the district is comparatively small, and 
though first-class teachers are rare, it has been encouraging for me to see the steady 
progress made by the majoritv of my teachers in their professional ability. It being 
my opinion that what most of the teachers need is to be directed, I undertook at the 
b^inning of the year the task of giving them, by means of circular letters, definite 
instructions regarding the methods of teaching reading, language, geography, etc., 
and in my monthly reports I have alwavs tried to explain to them what they should 
or should not do, instead of criticizing their work by using the words good, bad, and 
the like. As a result the new methods are now clearly understood by a great num- 
ber of our teachers, and the routine and mechanical work has disappeared from most 
of our schools. Without trying to overwhelm the teachers with unnecessary work, 
they have been reouired to write the outline of their daily work, and this they have 
all done, many of tnem skillfully and intelligently. I must not finish this part of my 
report without stating that with the exception of very few cases of negligence and 
carelessness, the teachers under my authority have done hard and honest work. 

It is to be regretted that only two of the municipalities of the district have had the 
advantages of an English instructor (Aibonito and Comerio). An English teacher 
was appointed for Barranquitas at the middle of the year, but his work during the 
short time he was there was very deficient. At the beginning of April he went away 
and resigned his position. The two English teachers at Aibonito and Comerio have 
both done a conscientious work, and the children under their instruction have made 
rapid progress in English. The teaching of this language has been made as prac- 
tical 1^ possible. The work in the books has been combined with the object and 
conversation work, the result being that the children have been trained in the 
habit of thinking and expressing themselves in English up to such an extent that 
with two more years of similar instruction and with able teachers the majority of 
our advanced pupils in the graded schools will be able to speak English in a correct 
way. I can not refrain here from saying that the progress made in English in our 
ruial schools is far from being satisfactory. This is undoubtedly due to the fact that our 
rural teachers have not a knowledge of the English that might enable them to impart 
instruction in that language, and also to the exceptional amount of skill and training 
which is required to teach a foreign language to young pupils — skill and training 
which are not to be found among our rural teachers. 

If in any line of the educational work in this district a positive improvement has 
been made, it is in the matter of school boards. Mr. R. L. Conant, supervisor of 
schools in the district of Coamo last year, makes the following statement in his 
annual report for the year 1901-2: ** From the time I took charge of this district till 
the middle of June the president of the Aibonito school board could not get a quo- 
rum together." It is entirely true. From the time I took charge of this district till 
a new board was elected the president of the school board of Aibonito could not get 
a quorum together. When important matters had to be decided upon he had to 
walk from house to house inquiring the opinions of the different members of the 
board; then went home, wrote the minutes, and went to get the signatures of the 
other members in the same way he had gotten their opinions. More negligence on 
the part of public officials could not be found anywhere. But nothing could be said 
to give an exact idea of what the late school board of Barros was. Its work was 
only a constant mismanagement of the local school interests. There was nothing 
done according to law. The accounts were not i)roperly taken or not taken at all. 
The payments were made at the pleasure of the secretary of the board without 
complying with any one of the legal requisites. The president thought he was the 
sole, siapreme authority in school matters, and changed teachers from one school to 
another, schools from one building to another, and did or tried to do whatever he 
wanted without consulting the supervisor or even the other members of the board. 

Business in the Comerio school board was transacted in a more satisfactory way. 
Fortunately, the elections which took place on November 4, 1902, gave a chance tx) 
make a complete change in the boards. Before the tickets were made I conferred 
with the political directors of the different municipalities and all of them showed 
their willingness in using their influence to secure the best possible men for the school 
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lK»ar(l8. No one of the oM ineiiibere was rt»ele<rted, and now the local board of Aibo- 
nito iiieetH rejrularlv and in earneHtly working? and jriving me its hearty cooperation. 
The lM»ard of Iw^anfa in now a nuKlel of jto^mI boanln, arid its president, Mr. Rafael 
Morales, wlio was a Huccewful teacher for Horae years, deserves great credit for his 
energy, honenty, an<i intelHgence. It is to he reirretted that Mr. Louis P. Sanchez has 
rtH'cntly r(»signed the presidency of the schcM)! board of Conierio. Daring the short 
time he fillejl that place he did everything to improve the local conditions there, and 
1 am grateful to him for his cooi)erati(m and help. 

There in nothing so worthy of Htu<lv in the school system of Porto Rico as the 
children. As a rule, the Porto Rican cbihi is bright and intelligent, quick to under- 
stand, and with a notal)le readiness to learn by heart. His imagination is surprisingly 
lively and has an inborn artistic l)ent. On the other side, he has an extraordinary 
lack of energy, both mental and physical. The home habits and the way of living are 
the principal causes of this evil. The lack of proper food, the absence ofhygienic con- 
ditions, and the clothing, together with the amemia, are the worst enenaies of our edu- 
cational work. This makes evident the necessity of making our schools, e:!?pecially 
the country schools, as practical as jK)ssible. Children should be taught above every- 
thing how to live and how to work, how to get the greatest possible amount of prod- 
ucts from our natural resources, and how to use them in tne most economical and 
useful way. Each child attending our schools should receive the greatest possible 
amount of industrial training, and in our rural schools the children should learn 
something al)out the modern methods of cultivating the land. Physical culture 
should receive more attention, and the conditions of the rooms and the equipment 
of the schools should l)e improved in every possible way. 

There are two agricultural schools in this district — one in Barranquitas and one in 
Barros. Two native teachers are in charge of them. The school of Barros has given 

Eretty good results. The ground has b^n worked and the teacher has tried to do 
is best. But the first object of the agricultural school, which is to teach the bert 
methods of farming and working on the land, has not been satisfactorily fulfilled. 
The school of Barranquitas has been entirely successful, and the results very satis- 
factory. I hope that the present school board of Barros will do more for the agri- 
cultural school than the old board did. 

Three night schools were opened in the district at the beginning of the vear. The 
attendance in Barros and Comerio has been too low, and these schools will probably 
have to be closed next year. In Aibonito the attendance has been satisfactory, and 
good results have been attained. I would make the recommendation that in towns 
where only one night school could be opened, it should be only for adults who do 
not know how to read and write, and that as soon as they learn they be dismissed 
from the schools and new ones admitted. The time spent in teaching English in the 
night schools, unless done bv English teachers, is practically wasted. 

During the second term of the school year a senes of pedagogical conferences of 
the teachers of the district was initiated. The first ones took place at Aibonito, with 
an attendance of over 40 teachers. Very few private citizens attended, and the local 
authorities were not present. But soon the teachers saw the importance that these 
meetings have for them, and the interest of the people was awakened. When the 
second conference took place at Comerio it was attended by a large crowd of people. 
The third one, in Barros, drew even a larger attendance, and the last one, in Barran- 
quitas, w^hich took place on May 30, 1903, was attended by almost all the teacherB 
of the district and by many persons of neighboring towns. Mr. Alberto J. Mar- 
tinez, secretary of the department of education, was also present. Imp^ortant points 
have been discussed in these conferences, and the teachers have really got practical 
results from them. 

In closing this annual report, I take pleasure in thanking the department of edu- 
cation for the valuable and constant help I have received from it. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Enrique Landron, 

Superintendent of Schools. 
The Commissioner of Education, San Juan^ P. R. 



School District No. 8. 

CoAMO, P. R., June 10, 1903. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the fourth annual report on the schools of the 
Coamo district. 
The writer has been in charge oi the diatrict duim^tbe four years under American 
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school adminifltration, with the exception of the last five months of the school year 
of 1901-2 and the succeeding summer vacation, having resigned the [)osition in Janu- 
ary of 1902 and been reappointed in October of the same year. 

In the division of the island into school districts last year, this district, which was 
formerly the second largest on the island, was reduced considerably. Barros, Barran- 
quitas, and Aibonito were taken out and Santa Isabel was added to the old towns of 
the district, Coamo and Juana Diaz. The following table will t^how the number of 
schools open at the beginning of this school year last October: 





1 Graded. 


Ruml. 


Night. 

1' 

1 


Total. 


Coaxno 


« 


10 ' 
9 
1 


19 


Juana Diaz 


« 


16 


Santa Isabel 


3 


4 








Total 


17 


20 i 


2 


39 









At the close of the year the following schools are open: 



Graded, i 


Rural. 

10 
12 




Night. 

1 

1 
1 


Total. 


8 
6 
4 


26 
19 
10 


18 


:53 


3 


54 



Coamo 

Juana Diaz 

Santa Isabel 

Total 

In addition to this number of schools there are 2 English teachers in Coamo, 2 in 
Juana Diaz, and 1 in Santa Isabel. These teachers go from room to room giving 
lessons in English. 

The teachers of the night schools are regular graded teachers, who do this extra 
work at night for an additional $10 a month. 

There was a principal in Coamo at the beginning of the year, but the supervisor 
who turned over the district considered his presence more detrimental than bene- 
ficial to the schools, and his opinion was fully concurred in by the writer after the 
trading of the Coamo schools was investigated. The principal resigned in Novem- 
ber, and a graded teacher was given a slight increase in salary and placed in charge 
of the group. There are graded teachers in charge of the schools of each town m 
the district, and for the extra service performed they receive §10 a month in addition 
to the regular salary as graded teachers. The experience of the writer has been 
that, as a rule, principal teachers do not give satisfactory results here. They have 
very little knowledge of American school methods generally, and their failure to do 
anything is often an improvement on their attempts to grade the schools and give 
orders which only throw the schools into confusion and undo the work of systema- 
tizing that had already been accomplished. However, there are some excellent 
principals on the island, and to secure the highest possible standard in our graded 
systems it is necessary to have the groups under such principals. If any school 
board in this district is so fortunate as to secure the services of one of the good prin- 
cipals I shall most heartily approve of his employment. 

There can be no doubt but that the efficiency of the teaching force is improving 
each year. This evolution is not so marked now as it was during the first year under 
American school administration, when such radical changes had to be made, but it is 
nevertheless going on so rapidly that I think we can soon have our schools up to 
the standard of some of the States. The poorest teachers are being dropped out 
each year, young people are entering the service who are willing and anxious to 
learn our methods and follow the suggestions of the superintendents, the parents 
are becoming more and more familiar with our methods, and particularly with our 
great desire to educate their children, though their own complete ignorance of 
school matters and frequent inability to even read or write makes the creation of a 
comnmnity interest quite difficult. 

The most potent factor in improving the teachers is free criticism from the super- 
visors. It would be very unjust indeed to report a teacher as unsatisfactory when he 
is doing conscientious work and securing good results. It is just as unfair to the 
department to make a favorable report on the work of a teacher who does not have 
a school that is accomplishing satisfactory results. 

H611—04 9 
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Some weekH ajfo in its (•(»rrt»H|H)mh»n('e from a rertain t^)\vn, not in this district, an 
important newspaiHT Htate<l that the teachers intended to seek employment in some 
other district next year U»eause they <li<l not like the superintendent. Up to this 
vear the town in question iHjlonjre*! to a very larjre district, and owiug to the rare and 
hasty visits of the sui)ervisor the teachers' work liad not been thoroughly criticised, 
and now that the schools are visited each month and their actual condition is 
de^crilxMl on the reports the teachers are offended and desire to move to some dis- 
trict where the suiK»rintendent will not do what he is paid for; that is, tell the depart- 
ment the true condition of the schools. Probahly there is no district where these 
teachers would not l)e offende<l, hut, judging from the conversations of teachers who 
have served under different suix^rvisors and from the variety of opinions expressed 
at the supervisors* conferences, I think that there is a greater diversity of methods 
of suiH'rvision than is warranted by the size of the island, the authority which the 
commissioner can exercise over his'represt»ntatives, and the fact that we are all work- 
ing under the same laws and receive the same instructions from the department. 
The former commissioner l)elieved that a field deputy should be sent over the island 
to take up the problems of moment with the sui)ervisor8. At present all of the offi- 
cers of the de|)artment have so much office work to do that they can not get out into 
the island unless called by some sf>ecial matter requiring their attention. If arrange- 
ments could be made to have the general superintendent constantly traveling over 
the island, consulting with the superintendents and seeing them at their work, visit- 
ing the sch(X)ls with the distritrt suuerintendents, and attending school-board meet- 
ings, n)uch good could be accomplisne<l, particularly in the way of making oar wofk 
more uniform. If he were only to find fault, he would be unwelcome, but, coming 
in the right spirit, this officer could be of great assistance to the superintendeDta, cttr- 
rying the good ideas of (me man into the other districts, calling our attention to 
improvenients in methods of supervision which would result in greater efficiency, and 
in general explaining the plans of the department to the school boards, teachera, and 
superintendents. 

During ttie past school year the schools of this district have been well supplied 
with books and material. Owing to the careful estimate made by the former super- 
visor the supplies have almost all been just about sufficient to' last out the school 
year and very few books have been needed in addition to those asked for by him. 
An overestimate was made in the number of some books needed, and there are a 
number of new "Pasos en Castellano," *'Geografia8," *'Libro I y II," and "Hie- 
torias" on hand. 

The teachers I find are more careful in the use of supplies than formerly and can 
be trusted to ask for what they will need each quarter in advance. Before this year 
it was necessary for the supervisor to make an estimate of what each teacher needed 
every time he asked for supplies, as the teacher himself would generally request 
**as much as could be spared." 

The improvement in buildings and equipment is going on constantly, but up to the 
present year, as the department has almost always been disposed to establish a new 
school whenever a board requested it and furnished a house, the chief aim has been 
to increase the numl)er of schools, although those already open were not in very satis- 
factory quarters and did not have the best furniture obtainable. As there are to be 
very few new schools opened next year and the commissioner has requested that 
special attention be given to this matter, during the summer monthly the superin- 
tendents will be able to devote most of their time to the improvement of the quarters 
used for school purposes and the furniture, with the result that all the schoolfl shcHild 
be opened in October in satisfactory buildings with sufficient furniture. I have 
requested each school board in this district to name one of its members who will 
accompany me on a visit to all of the buildings now used for schools for ttie parpoee 
of requiring the owner to make any needed repairs before a new contract is made for 
the coming year. We shall also recommend to the board the construction of such 
furniture as is needed. 

During the past year all of the towns have made some improvement in the way of 
new furniture. In Santa Isabel particularly the new school board, presided over by 
Mr. J. B. Hitche, has taken great interest in fitting out the schools and opening new 
ones. This board has always followed the suggestions of the superintendent and has 
acquired 150 new American patent desks for the town schools, in addition to opening 
and equipping fairly well four new rural schools and buying new sanitary filters for 
all the schools. The board still has a surplus at the end of the school year, even 
after having almost doubled the number of schools in the jurisdiction and ^-eatly 
improved the equipment in those already established. This has been brought about 
by careful management and the amount on hand will be used in fully fitting out the 
schools before they are opened in the fall. 




AQUIRRE RURAL SCHOOL, GUAYAMA. 




YAUCO RURAL SCHOOL. 
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Santa Isabel is a small town, with about 5,000 inhabitants in the jurisdiction, but 
with a comparatively high assessment, as the property is in the hands of a few large 
owners of stock and sugar farms. Within a few years the school board should be 
able to own all of the buildings needed for schools in the municipality. In this 
connection I will say that, in view of the refusal of the town authorities to agree to 
pay the department in five years one-half the value of a modern brick stru(!ture for 
the use of the town schools, the board has decided to make this offer to the commis- 
sioner. Several of the buildings now used for rural schools in Santa Isabel are 
unsatisfactory, and will be enlarged or new ones secured for next year. 

The Coamo board has also managed its funds well during the past year, though 
much improvement here is impossible, because the large number of schools open in 
the municipality requires almost all the funds at the board's disposal. Then, too, 
Coamo has been improving its school equipment for the past four years, while Santa 
Isabel practically began this year. The four newly established rural schools here 
have been fitted out with a suflScient number of benches to seat all the pupils and 
. enough long desks for about one-half of them. All of the town schools here have 
American patent furniture. The board intends to put up a suitable fence around 
the Franklin Graded School during the coming summer vacation. The department 
will very sliortly build a new rural school on the military road at '* Los Llanos,'* 
and the furniture in the present school at that place will be available for some other 
school. The Coamo board has placed sanitary filters in all the graded schools and 
in those rural schools whose water supply is not good. 

The buildings used for school purposes in Coamo are better than those in either of 
the other towns, although the rent paid here for rural buildings is but $4 a month, 
while in Juana Diaz and Santa Isabel $6 is paid. There is only one unsatisfactory 
building in use in the jurisdiction of Coamo, and there is not a better one in the 
neighborhood where it is situated. 

Juana Diaz should have one of the best-equipped school plants on the island, but 
owing to the apathy of the people in general and the lack of interest and mismanage- 
ment of several school boards, the town has comparatively few^ schools and they are 
not well equipped. In inhabitants and assessed valuation Juana Diaz is about twice 
the size of Coamo, and the latter town has six more schools than the former and the 
schools of Coamo contain much better furniture. Luckily the school board elected 
last fall in Juana Diaz is now out of office. At the first meeting the secretary was 
assigned a salary of $12 a month in addition to office expenses. The newly appointed 
board has been organized and will probably do much for the improvement of the 
schools there. For the coming year 25 per cent of the municipal revenues and one- 
tenth per cent school tax has been assigned by the council for the use of the school 
board. The board has made a contract with the department under which $1,600 a 
year wull be paid to the latter for five years to reimburse it in the sum of $8,000 on 
the new six-room brick building to be erected soon in the town. This sum repre- 
sents two-thirds of the value of the building. With the present modern two-room 
structure and this new building Juana Diaz will have eight graded schools in excel- 
lent quarters next fall. With the cooperation of the new board I hope that we can 
place Juana Diaz in the front rank next year, w ith its schools as well equipped and 
as well housed as those of any town on the island. 

The graded schools in the district are operating under a system similar to that in 
use in many American cities. Each year is divided into two grades, A and B, each 
representing four and one-half months' work. The beginners enter the 1 B, from 
there passing to the 1 A, then to the 2 B, 2 A, 3 B, etc. We have examinations in 
the middle of the school year and in June, with questions sent out from this office, 
oral for the first-year pupils and written for the succeeding grades. The teachers 
form the board for marking the papers, but no teacher can mark the papers of his 
own pupils. The average obtained in all the subjects and the averages throughout 
the year on the pupil's monthly report slips are taken into consideration in the 
promotion of the pupils. 

Much has been accomplished in the grading of our town schools, but there is still 
much to do. Pupils enter the schools of one district from those of another and find 
that the work of the same grade is very different in the two towns. Just recently 
we have had cases of seventh-grade pupils from another district entering the fourth 
grade in Santa Isabel, fifth-grade pupils entering the third in Coamo, etc. I have no 
doubt that all the superintendents have had much the same experience. 

There is another serious matter to be considered in the grading of our schools. 
Only too frequently pupils of the first and second grades have been attending school 
long enough to be in the third, fourth, or fifth grade. For some reason that I can 
not explain, unless it is a heritage from the old Spanish system, the teachers and the 
people in general have the idea that the poorest teachers, and particularly those 
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with the leant echication, are placed in the lowest grades. One teacher whom I 
thought exceptionally goo<l with small children wan given a tirnt grade and talked 
of resigning l)ecause his professional reputation was injured in transferring him from 
a set»ond to a first grade. It is my intention to l)e more particular in the placing of 
the teachers in the different gracles in the future, and sjjecial care is needed to select 
projHjr teachers for the first grade who can prepare beginners in one year for the 
stH't>nd-grade work. 

In connei'tion with the pupil's work, attention is called to the difficulty of securing 
neat written work. The teacher only retjuireH the proper answer; it makes no differ- 
ence, generally, how a problem in arithmetic is solveil, just so the an8>¥er is correct. 
As a rule the only time anv attention is jKiid U) the neatness of the writing is during 
the class in i^enmanship. 'To somewhat overcome this difficulty, I have required the 
extensive use of composition books, in which almost all written work is done from 
the second grade up. On the visits, the <laily work of each pupil can be readily 
examined by the superintendent. The teachers have always been supposed to cor- 
rect the written work of their pupils, but very few ever did it when this work could 
be avoided. A point is now made at the time of each visit of looking over the 
composition books, which contain work in all subjects, and the neatness of the work, 
improvement being made, and the corrections made by the teacher, can all be readily 
determined. When the daily work is all done on separate sheets which are carried 
home by the pupils, it is quite difficult to find out just what is being done from day 
to day. During the past year nmch attention has been given to the position of the 
pupils in writing and considerable improvement has been made. 

Each teacher is required to prepare, out of school hours, a diagram of the work 
that is to be <lone in his school in each subject during the day. At first the teachers 
objected to this extra work, but it has been insisted lipon and is now a part of their 
regular routine work, and, of course, much valuable time is gained when the teacher 
knows what he is going to do in each period and does not have to lose class time in 
getting ready for the recitation or preparing work for the class that is not reciting. 
A few teachers do this work in a way which shows no real preparation on their part, 
and some have been found doing it during the drawing and English periods. 

In this district there are very few private schools — in fact, only one organized 
school of this character. This is the Catholic sisters school in Coam'o, which has an 
enrollment of about 60 girls, almost all quite young. Although the teachers are 
Spanish and the school is supported by those who are not friendly to our system, the 
good effects produced by our well-equipped schools are apparent in this institution, 
where much better furniture is in use than that found in the town s(;hools under the 
iSpanish (rovernment. In J nana Diaz there are tw^o or three small schools, attended 
almost exclusively by children under school age, whose parents do not want them 
around their homes during the day. 

While many more schools could be tilled in each municipal district, Coamo and 
Santa Isabel c!an only present a few isolated cases of barrios in great need of schools, 
while Juana Diaz could easily double the number of schools now open in the munici- 
pality and fill the enrollment of the new schools at once. When there were but two 
graded schools open in Coamo it was thought that four would be sufficient, and now 
that there are eight schools in town with full enrollments we can appreciate the fact 
that two more could be tilled at once were they opened. Santa Isal)el had two graded 
schools last year, and the four that are now open there are full. An increase of one 
more graded school would be sufficient for the coming year. Juana Diaz has but six 
graded schools, and apparently there are as many children on the streets as in the 
schools. There should be at least ten schools in the town, though it would probably 
be necessary to apply the compulsory-education law^ to fill them, as the people there 
show but little disposition to educate their children. That is why there are not more 
schools in the town now. 

In the number of rural schools in the different towns about the same condition 
prevails. Coamo, which has 10 barrios and a rural population of about 12,000, has 
16 rural schools. Santa Isabel, with 6 barrios and 4,000 rural population, has 5 rural 
schools, and Juana Diaz, with 21 barrios and a rural population exceeding 25,000, 
has but 12 rural schools. In one barrio of the last-named town, Collores, there are 
enough children of school age to till 11 schools, and four or five could be filled at once 
were they opened. In Villalba, another barrio of Juana Diaz, the same condition 
prevails, except that here there is a village containing its church, cemetery, police 
station, etc., and only one rural school, opened in March. Villalba had its water- 
works, electric-light plant, arc lights, and telephone before the hurricane, and there 
is not a single thatched-roof house in the village. It never did have sufiicient schools, 
and I recommend that two graded teachers be placed there next year. The village 
is as important as some others containing graded groups. 
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Nothing can be added by me to the opinions expressed in former annual reports 
about the American teachers of English. Some or them do excellent work under 
the circumstances, and the number of pupils who can carry on a conversation in 
English is constantly, though slowly, increasing. The difficulties in the way of 
these teachers from the North are many, and I think that no astonishing progress is 
being made. More inducements to have the old American teachers return to the 
island are necessary, and the provision of paying their traveling expenses in case an 
examination in Spanish and English is passed is a lon^ stride in the proper direction. 
It is also quite desirable that the good teachers remam in the same town for two or 
more years. 

The English classes for the native teachers, followed by an examination on the 
work covered, should have been started three or four years ago and now.the teachers 
would have a very fair knowledge of English, just as they will have within a very 
few years if these classes and examinations are continued each year with increased 
importance attached to the results obtained in the latter and a full attendance 
required at the former. 

Many of the changes contained in the new school laws will not be fully understood 
until they have been in force some time. On the whole, the position of the school 
superintendents is strengthened. Regarding the change of title from supervisor to 
superintendent, at the last conference when this matter was discussed, it was the 
concensus of opinion, I believe, that there was necessity of changing the Spanish 
** inspector," as the title was applied to such a diversity of officials and employees, 
notably the municipal sanitary " inspectores, " and it was decided that superintendent 
was so similar to the Spanish "superintendente" that it would be readily taken up 
by the Porto Ricans and we would cease to be, in their minds, "inspectores." In 
spite of the fact that we are referred to in the English text of the new laws as 
** superintendents," the translator managed to twist this back into the old and 
much-abused ' ' inspector. ' ' 

Some members of the local boards complain that their only unlimited right up to 
the present time to spend the school funds as they saw fit has been taken away from 
them by the new law, and the necessity of the boards does not exist. The Coamo 
board has resigned in a body because of a misinterpretation of the new law. These 
complaints can be answered with the statement that section 21 puts a great amount 
of additional work on the commissioner's office, and this labor is only assumed by 
the department because the mismanagement of many school boards has been such as 
to require a strict regulation of their financial operations, and the law had to include 
the good as well as the mismanaged boards. They are also told that a board that 
manages the funds at its disposal honestly and on business principles will never have 
a budget changed or come in conflict with the department in any way. 

Re^rding the filling of vacancies on the local boards, the law requires that the 
new appointee belong to the same political party as his predecessor, and I hope that 
the old custom of the department of consulting the politicians, local committees, 
etc., will not be followed in the future. The best interests of the schools require, 
I think, that the superintendents select the men best fitted for the vacancies of the 
school boards, and if politics must be taken into consideration, I earnestly request 
that we be allowed to submit the names of the best men available who belong to the 
same political party as the former incumbents. 

The classification of the teachers for the purpose of compensation and also the a^e 
and experience restrictions are wise measures which will have a decided influence m 
Improving the teaching force. I had hoped that the classification would be made 
of all the teachers this year as the case is so often presented of teachers with the 
same certificates doing such different work that it seems too bad that the one giving 
excellent results can not be rewarded and the poor one can not be made to suffer a 
reduction in salary for his lack of interest or poor ability. The minimum age limit 
was certainly necessary, as there is one child teaching a rural school here whose 
pupils are older than their teacher and most of them are taller than he. 

The article regulating corporal punishment will do away with the present cruel 
practice of some teachers who use their rulers on the pupils' heads and their fingers 
on the latter's ears. The plan outlined in the law has been in o})eration in the 
graded schools of Juan Diaz and Santa Isabel for some months, and the teachers 
report excellent discipline resulting from a knowledge on the jmrt of the pupils that 
they can be punished. As a rule, the necessity of api)lying punishment is limited 
to a very few cases in the year. I have required the teacher always to inform the 
parents of the misbehavior of a pupil before finally resorting to corporal punish- 
ment. The common punishment is to require the offending pupils to remain some 
time after dismissal in the afternoon, and for this purpose the teachers are assigned, 
one each afternoon of the week, to remain with those pupiV^ ^Vvc> ^^s^tn^ y^^xv^cv- 
nient in all the town schoola. 
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While at no time durinjr the school year is there a si^rcity of work for the super- 
intendents, the closinjr two months of this year, and particularly June, have seen us 
completely overcrowdeil with examinations, special reports, extra work with the 
school boards in making out the budgets for the coming year and electing the 
teachers, preparation of questions for the pupils examinations, and arranging for the 
closing of the schools, and collection of the nooks and material. It has been almost 
impossible to do any visiting of schools for the past month, and I am afraid that 
some of the teachers will have taken advanta^ge of this condition. If possible to do 
so, it would be well to hold the examinations for teachers' certificates and for 
scholarships in the normal school in July instead of June in the future. 

In conc'lusion, I wish to thank the commissioner and the other officers of the 
department for the courteous manner in which these gentlemen always treat the 
superintendents, and for the frank and energetic support given us in our work. I 
hope that another vear will see matters so arranged that we can have j'ou out here 
with us in our good schools to assist in making them better, and accompanying us 
over the rough mountain trails to some schools that are not so good, perhaps, but 
will be with God's help and yours. 

Respectfully submitted. 

S. W. ECKMAN, 

Superintendent of Schools. 
The Commissioner op Education, S(m Juan, P. R. 



School District No. 9. 

Ponce, P. R., June 12, 190B. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit my third annual report on the public school wort 
of this district. 

The month of September found the district of Ponce without a school board, doe 
to the resignation of one member and the absence of another. Teachers had not 
been assigned and buildings were unprepared. In barrios and towns where changes 

. were found expedient buildings were to be rented. An appointment was finally 
made, but so late that we were compelled to open the schools in a hurried and unsatis- 
factory manner. In some places the renting of a building was left to the comisario, 
who not infrequently had little idea of the needs of a modem school. As a natural 
consequence some oi our schools are poorly housed. The annexation of the muni- 
cipalities of Penuelas and Guyanilla to that of Ponce brought into the district a 
number of disorganized schools. In Penuelaa boys and girls had been taught in 
separate schools and the prevailing idea was that it could not be done successfully in 
any other way. The question was somewhat simplified by the fact that no lady 
teacher had bieen assigned to the town. Explicit instructions were given with regaro 
to the grading and the teachers proceeded to or^nize the classes regardless of sex. 
No formal complaint was made and coeducation is now the accepted order. In 
Guayanilla the schools were better graded, though there was little harmony between 
the work of the different grades. In both towns the schools have incommodious 
quarters of about half the capacitv needed. Penuelas has one building of two 
rooms erected by the department, but this is outside the town where no building 
can be rented for the other grade, which occupies a building in the town that is 
poorly adapted to its needs. 

In the graded schools of the city the grade cards issued at the close of the past 
year greatly accelerated the work of enrolling pupils and the class work was soon in 
progress. In the Cantera, where the erection of a building has been in projection for 
some months, small houses were rented and the number of rooms that we expected 
the school to occupy in the new building were opened in order to a,void the work of 
regrading when the building should be completed. The building is still in projec- 
tion, and great credit is due the principal and his earnest corps of teachers for the effi- 
cient work accomplished under very trying conditions. 

The kindergarten was organized with 60 children in care of two teachers. The 
conditions of this school were greatly improved. A new building, with large well- 
lighted and well-ventilated rooms, and having a large garden, was rented and occu- 
pied at the beginning of the year. One class works in the garden during the first 
half hour each morning, and a practical knowledge of seed life has been gained. list 
year the teaching was of necessity confined to the schoolroom, and ^mes, drawing, 
modeling, and paper cutting and pasting were the principal occupations given. In 

the early part of the year the work, was greaWy teXax^^ Vj 1\\^ lack of proper mate- 
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rials. In every other branch of the work the department has been generous and 
abundant supplies have been issued. 

The McKinley Rural School is the only agricultural school in the district, and con- 
sidering the long drouths to which Ponce is subject, this is fortunate for the finances 
of the board. Early in the year it became apparent that if this school was to give 
any results it must have some means for irrigating. After considerable delay a well 
with a force pump and an elevated tank was completed at a cost of $287. Since 
that the garden has begun to show signs of life, and a lawn has been started in front 
of the building. The most crying need of the school at present is a fence that will 
be proof against nocturnal visitors. The proximity of two rural schools enables us 
to have a class of large boys and girls for this school, and first primary work is elim- 
inated. 

At the close of the last school year the department had agreed to fit up a room 
in the Porto Rican Benevolent Society Industrial School building and establish a 
school for the benefit of that institution. The school was opened early in July, 
practically as two schools, as one class of 40 children was taught in the morning and 
another of the same number in the afternoon. An English teacher was appomted 
to this position and continued the work until the last of March. Since tnat time 
thft school has been in charge of a graded teacher. The progress made in this school 
has been good, considering the constant change of pupils, according to the register 
kept by the society. Very few of the pupils enrolled were able to read or write, and 
now a number of the older ones are completing second-grade work. 

The forty-three rural schools allotted to the district are inadequate to supply all 
the barrios of the present municipality. The former municipality had but one 
barrio without a school, and that has been supplied this year. With the addition of 
Guayanilla and Peuuelas it has now thirteen barrios without schools, though the 
number of schools in these sections has been increased. Schools have been opened 
in two barrios that had been without instruction for forty years, and in one which 
now for the first time rejoices in a means for educating its children. 

Because of the lack of teachers sixteen schools remained closed until after the special 
examinations of February, when all vacancies were filled. Great credit is due some 
of these young teachers for the earnest way in which they have taken up their 
duties in mountain districts where conditions are very different from those to which 
they have been accustomed. 

Many of the barrios of this district are of sufficient size to warrant the installation 
of three and sometimes four schools. As a result a majority of these schools are 
overcrowded, and some serious discussions have arisen as to the location of those in 
certain barrios. At one school building 120 children reported at 8 o'clock on the 
morning for opening. In all cases where there has been an excess of applications 
on the first day, the older children have been admitted. 

The three night schools of the previous year were reopened at the begiiming of 
the term, but the number of applicants was so great that the board decided to open 
an additional three in another part of the city. The hour for opening the classes 
was announced in the afternoon papers, and at 7.15 that evening 125 applicants pre- 
sented themselves. As the seating capacity of the schools is only 86, preference 
was given to the older applicants. One of the three teachers employed in each 
building is an English teacher, who divides the time equally among the three class 
rooms. The same plan is used in giving instruction in other subjects, each teacher 
doing visiting work. 

About the same time in the year a rural night school was opened in the barrio of 
Quebradas near Guayanilla. First, second, and third grade work was carried on 
very successfully for a short time, when work was begun on the plantations and 
manv of the pupils ceased to attend, giving as an excuse that their day's work was 
finished late and that they were too tired, or found the distance too great. There 
are few rural districts where a sufficient number of people live near enough to the 
school to insure a satisfactory attendance, and I would respectfully recommend that 
night schools be confined to the cities or towns for the present. 

Another night school that has been in operation only a part of the year is the school 
of stenography and typewriting. This school was organized with a class of sixteen 
pupils — twice the number of machines issued to the school. The pupils were deeply 
interested in their wc»rk and made excellent progress, but the teacher became ill in 
January, and immediately after his return in F'ebruary the department found it 
necessary to suspend him indefinitely. As no other teacher of Spanish stenography 
was available, the school has remained closed. 

Four occasions have marked the year with especial interest. The first was the 
observance of Arbor Day, in which one thousand school children took part. The 
exercises were held on the new school property where the industriaUcUQoVXsvvJAvw^V^ 
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in coiirH*' of constriiction. Th<» pro^nuiniu^ HnjrjreHte<l by the dei>artment was carried 
out, and one pupil from each (»f the)j:ra<le<l schools of the city, with the asBistance of 
tlie ajfri<'ultunil teacher, planted tlie lirnt Arlnir Day tree of the public schools. 

The t»econ<l wan the event of the laying of the corner stone of this in<1u8trial school 
Iniildin^ by Mins K»K)JH»velt. Theaddn»Hs of the governor to the children and people 
awtenibleil made the (MH^asion doul)ly memorable. 

The third was the e<iucational conference given by the commissioner of education, 
assist^nl by Dr. De (iarmo and Dr. Devine, together with the setrretary of the depart- 
ment and the general HU{>erviHor. This was an occasion of great interest, not only to 
the teachers, but to the general public, and was well attended. 

The fourth was the celebration of Washington's Birthday with an entertainment 
given in the theater bv the school children, with the twofold object of paying tribute 
to the memory of Wasliington and of securing a fund with which to purchase a school 
library. In this lau<lable ent}.*rprisi^ the schools had the hearty good will and coop- 
eration of the people^of the city. The use of the theater with its lights was given, 
as were also street cars for the transportation of the Playa school, while the mer- 
chants loane<l articles neede<l for drills, an<l the board paid the expenses that were 
unavoidable; $175.81) was realizc»d from the sale of seats. This sum, with theexoep- 
tion of a few dollars necessary for the preparation of a room for the library, has been 
investtnl in books in both Knglish and Sfmnish that will \ye a pleasure ana a profit to 
young readers. A few volumes for the use of teachers have been included. A oom- 
inittee comi)osed of teachers and the superintendent has charge of the management 
of the librarv, and one of the older ympils will act as Hbrarian. 

A special feature of the work of this year has been the monthly teachers' confe^ 
ences. All teachers, with the exception of those of Guayanilla and Pefluelas, were 
required to attend, and a record of the attendance, together with the minutes of each 
meeting, has been kei)t by the secretary. In holding these conferences the object has 
been to make them ot practical help to the teachers. Defects noted in various schools 
at the time of the sui>ervisor's visits have been commented upon and remedies 
pointed out. Difficulties encountered by teachere in the management of their schoofa 
and in the making of reports have been discussed and instructions of the departmeat 
explaine<l. Geneml plans of work have been presented, and teachers have been 
encouraged to tell what plan could best Im? utilize<l in their respective schools. 

The close of the past year beheld the first uniform examination throughout the 
district. During the present year closer attention has been given to the course of 
study, and an effort has been made to keep the work of each class within its proper 
scope. It is to be regretted that some teachers permit their liking for some particiutf 
subject to carry them beyond the limit of the year's work to the detriment of the 
mstruction in other subjects. Most frequently does this occur in the teaching of 
numbers in the first and second primary grades. In a measure this would be rame- 
died by increasing the amount of number work assigned for the first year, as the 
average child is capable of accomplishing the work laid out for him in leas than nine 
months. 

Not only has the grading been improved, but the standard of work in each grade 
has been raised. In the rural schools teachers are inclined to neglect the first grade 
in their efforts to advance those who are already started along the road of learning, 
forgetting that the first giade of this year should be the second of next. 

(ireat material improvements have been made in the condition of the schools. 
The board has attended carefully the interests of the schools, and wherever possible 
has obliged projierty owners to im])rove the school buildings and grounds. It has 
expended $l,JJ78.57*in furniture alone, besidas supplying schools with many amall 
but necessary articles. 

The increase in schools has brought its corresponding increase in pupils, and it is 
gratifying to note that the average daily per cent of attendance for the first seven 
months is 91.77, while that of last year for the same time was 84.26. 

It may l)e of interest to note that the number of children having educadoiud 
advantages in various institutions of learning is as follows: 

Public schools 3, 457 

High and graded school 366 

3,823 

Seven private schools in Ponce 540 

One private school in Penuelas 8 

-r 548 

Total 4,371 




SABANA GRANDE GRADED SCHOOL. 




GUANICA RURAL SCHOOL. 
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The approximate number of children of school age is 7,715, which leaves 3,344 
Avithout school privileges of any kind. Of these at least 1,200 have made application 
for enrollment. Mav the day soon come when no Porto Rican child who asks for 
know ledge need be denied. 

Respectfully submitted. 



The Commissioner of Education, JSan Jmut, P. Ji. 



Jean L. Ankrom, 

Supenufphdenf of Schools. 



School District ^o. 10. 

Yauco, p. R., June 15, 190S. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith mv report for the fiscal year 
1902-3. 

Previous to my appointment in July, 1902, as supervisor of schools for the district 
of Yauco I served as principal of the graded schools in the town of that name. At 
that time the district was composed of four municipalities, viz, Yauco, Sabana 
Grande, Guayanilla, and Penuelas, whose total population, according to the census 
of Porto Rico for the year 1899, was 59,348. By act of the legislature of Porto Rico 
of that year the towns of Guayanilla and Penuelas were associated with the munici- 
pality of Ponce, which placed, by law, the supervision of these pchools under the 
direction of the superintendent of Ponce. In order that the district of Yauco might 
remain proportionately equal in size to the other school districts it was decided to 
transfer the supervision of the town of Lajas from the district of San German to that 
of Yauco. With these changes the population of the district of Yauco was lowered 
so as to number 46,468 inhabitants. 

The headquarters are at Yauco, the extreme eastern point of the district. So 
peculiar is the geographical form and such the condition of roads that to reach Lajas 
irom Yauco, or to return, it is frequently convenient to pass through the neighbor- 
ing district of San German. There are 54 schools apportioned among the towns, as 
follows: 





Principal. 

1 

1 



Graded. 


Kngli 


1 
3 

i i 
1 ; 


K 


iral. 

15 

8 
8 


Agrieul- 
tuml. 



1 
1 


Total. 


Yauco . 


11 
5 
2 


30 


Sabaiia Grande 


IG 


Lajas .... 


12 






Total 


2 


18 




5 ! 

1 




31 




2 


58 







Whenever visiting any of these schools, with the exception of the principal and 
graded schools at Yauco, the state of the roads makes it convenient to ride horse- 
back. In this respect, however, there will soon be a change. An insular highway 
is being constructed between the towns of Yauco and Sabana Grande, and a sum has 
been appropriated for repairs on the Lajas road. The railroad line from Ponce to 
Yauco that is being extended to Mayaguez passes along the coast and through the 
heart of Lajas so that within some months a superintendent in this district will be 
able to reach his schools in a less monotonous manner and with considerably less 
bodily fatigue. 

The schools of the district were opened Monday, September 29, 1902. By the 1st 
day of October all the native teachers for the district had been contracted with. This 
was far more satisfactory than some other districts in which schools were prevented 
from opening, for want of teachers, until the new year. 

The progress made during the year and the conditions of the schools at the present 
time are, for Porto Rico, highly satisfactory. Hearty cooperation has been given in 
all parts. School boards have awakened to a living and active interest in the work; 
parents re^rd with admiration the advancement made by their children; teachers 
are enthusiaBtic, labor intelligently in the schools, and strive at the same time to 
improve themselves in their profession. 
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There are now enrolIe<l about li,l)00 pupils, as shown by the following table: 





Graded. 


Rural. 


Agricul- 
tiiral. 


Evening. 


Total. 


Yauco 


601 
276 
143 


770 
428 
427 



50 
39 


120 
67 
30 


1,491 


KabanH Grande 


821 


LajaH . 


639 






Total . . 


1,020 


1,625 


89 


217 


2,951 





It Ih to l)e thus ob»erve<l that there is an average of 50.8 pupils for each school 
Still there are less than one-third the schools that are needed in the district. In all 
the niiinicinalities there are barrios or wards where no school has yet been estab- 
lishetl, while in those barrios where there are already schools, and in the towns, it i» 
a vain task to attempt to educate all the children. It is regrettable to watch chil- 
dren of school age growing up to manhood in blissful ignorance, but it is lamentable 
to be forced to inform a parent of a child desirous of an elementary education that 
there is no vacancy in the school and that it is necessary to wait until a more favor- 
able opportunity l)e presented. This is the status here after five years of American 
rule. It is possible to satisfy only a part of those who to-day wish to raise them- 
selves from a chaotic state of ignorance. 

The pupils are, as a whole, of a very studious nature. Their application is more 
intense than that of their northern companions. For the number of years that they 
have had schooling they show greater interest and make better progress. In the 
schools of the north home study among pupils of the primary grades is not cus- 
tomary. When their facilities are compared with those of the average Porto Rican 
child, it is apparent that much less could home study be encouraged here. How- 
ever, as the child here is wont to play less than pupils in the States, his books become 
his companions and their study his amusement. 

All rural schools have one daily session of five hours — from 8 a. m. to 1 p. m. Fw^ 
merly there was no regularity of time for the opening and closing of school, so that 
while some schools began the session at 7 a. m. there were others which did not close 
until 4 p. m. As no justifiable or weighty reasons were proffered for this, it was 
decided advisable and convenient for purposes of supervision to have the honrs 
uniform throughout the district. The graiied or town schools have two sessions 
each of three hours, from 8 to 11 a. m. and from 1 to 4 p. m. 

In all the schools there are mixed classes. Coeducation is not looked upon with 
favor by some parents. The case is known of one distinguished citizen whose early 
education was received abroad, who has stated that he would prefer to slay his 
daughter rather than have her in a mixed school. As there are no private schools 
of consequence in the district it results that his daughtier's training is limited to that 
little which her father is able to give her at home. Happily these views are held by 
very few, and the folly of them is being w^ell proved by the gradual transformation 
that can be noted to-day in the character of the Porto Rican youth. 

The question of schoolhouses for these pupils is a matter of exceeding interest and 
vital importance. They are of all sorts, varying from the newly constructed, well- 
lighted, and well-ventilated graded-school building to the small shack with its 
that(;hed roofing, and sides and flooring of roughly hewn timbers rudely put together. 
These latter are not very numerous and are confined to rural schools. They are very 
unsanitary and unsuitable. Better houses are eagerly sought and hired wherever 
offered, and it may be said that conditions are improving somewhat, although slowlj;, 
in this respect. However, the rural schoolhouse will never be satisfactory until 
buildings are constructed for this special use throughout the district. 

At the beginning of the year there was one modern graded-school building in the 
district, situated at Yauco. New agricultural rural schools had been erected at 
Sabana Grande and at Lajas. At the opening of the schools next year there will be 
three more graded-school buildings ready for occupancy. At Sabana Grande a build- 
ing of four departments has been about completed; at Guanica, a barrio of Yauco, a 
similar structure is in process of construction, while at Lajas there is in project the 
erection of a new schoolhouse of three departments. In all three towns the cost of 
construction is to be paid in part by the department of education and in part by the 
respective municipalities. 

The present graded building at Lajas is about as poor a schoolhouse as could be 
desired. In time of rain the roof leaks, affording, thus, little shelter within. Its 
rooms are small, ill suited to the purpose, the floor is rotten, so much so indeed that 
Jt han now reached the danger point. In sVioTt^tVv^ bvulding possesses no commend- 
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able feature. My predecessor, in his report of last year, condemned the building, but, 
in view of the sheer impossibility of securing other quarters, it was put to use during 
the present year. On June 3 of the present year the ayuntamiento of Lajas agreed 
to impose a special "school tax," with which it will be enabled to pay its portion of 
the expenses incurred, in the construction of the proposed new structure. With 
these new buildings the imperative needs are met and the school conditions greatly 
bettered. 

On assuming charge last July it was found that the school boards of Yauco and 
Lajas were heavily in debt. The Lajas board was hopelessly so. Its menil)ers were 
unable to see any way of extricating themselves from this state, and its credit was so 
poor that its notes were freely negotiated for one-half of their face value. It 
resulted that a teacher with whom the board made a contract to pay house rent in 
the sum of $6 monthly was receiving actually a piece of negotiable paper worth only 
half that amount. A merchant would purchase enough of these papers to enable 
him to receive four, five, or six months later a large part of remittances made on 
account to the board. The discredit which such business principles would bring was 
explained to the members, and it was agreed to issue no more vouchers until all out- 
standing notes had been canceled, and that thereafter no order for the payment of 
money would be issued without the board having in charge of its treasurer funds 
euf&cient to honor such notes on sight for their face value. Yet even with the most 
stringent economy the board will have, when the month closes, an indebtedness of 
approximately $200. 

The Sabana Grande board progresses excellently. 

The debts of the Yauco board at the beginning of this school year amounted to 
almost $2,000. Parts of this dated as far back as the year 1900. When the books are 
closed this year there will be an indebtedness of about $700, which promises to be 
liquidated completely during the coming year. On the whole the members of the 
school boards take an encouraging and healthful interest in the schools, doing much 
to elevate the standard of their schools. 

There are only two principal teachers — one at Yauco, the other at Sabana Grande. 
The former is in charge of 12 graded schools, while the latter, in addition to having 
the responsibility of the 6 graded schools at Sabana Grande, aids in bringing the rural 
teachers of that town in constant and close relationship with the superintendent. 
Both are indefatigable and successful workers, imbued through and through with 
vigor and enthusiasm. 

Generally speaking, the graded teachers give satisfaction. With only four exceptions, 
each of them has been intrusted to a schocjl composed of pupils of one grade. At 
Yauco and Sabana Grande there are now the eight grades that constitute the complete 
common-school system, while at Lajas there are thus far only four grades. These 
schools are all furnished, equipped, and provided with books' in such a way as to 
make them as nearlv similar as possible to the best schools of like character in the 
States, and every effort is made to have the method of teaching bear the same resem- 
blance. In this the teachers show their good will. They are making every effort to 
acquire a better knowledge of the elementary subjects, to study modern pedagogical 
theory, and to develop a method entirely different from the shackled form of old. 

The rural teachers are undoubtedly the teachers whose work is most difficult and 
who must needs display more skill and energy than the graded teachers, if highly 
fruitful results are to be attained. Besides being deprived frequently of the conven- 
iences of a large, commodious, and well-regulated building, it must be added that the 
rural teacher is required to prepare daily class work of two or three dis^tinct grades. 
For the niral school there is no special teacher of English as in the graded school, so 
that the necessary preparation of work by a conscientious and ambitious rural teacher 
demands much more time outside of regular school hours than is exacted of the graded 
teacher. The results obtained by the rural class of teachers is commendable. With 
four or five exceptions they bend to the task enthusiastically, energetically, and intelli- 
gently. Many rural schools have flower gardens cultivated by the teachers and 
pupils, which make the schools have a cheerful appearance. It is expected that next 
year all rural schools will have their little flower gardens. 

There are two agricultural rural schools — one at Sabana Grande in charge of a con- 
tinental, the other at Lajas in charge of a native. The buildings are both new and 
the schools furnished with modern furniture and a good equipment of tools and 
machinery for outdoor work. The pupils are all bojs, who possess but slight knowl- 
edge of the three Rs. They are interested, industrious, and hard workers. 

Not as much was accomplished in a practical way as would be desired or as was 
anticipated. The long-continued drought in this part of the island has prevented 
very successful progress in this line. At the Lajas school better results have been 
attained than at Sabana Grande. There a crop of assorted vegetables was secu^red uv 
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January and another crop is well under way. Sixtv-two per cent of the seeds planted 
have jfenninated and arrown. Kxperimen'ts have f)een ma<ie with success in the cul- 
tivation of cotton and tobacco. However, had there been a greater abundance of 
rain it is certain that results would have l)een many times better. With the con- 
tinued dry weather vegetable growth has been paralyzed and profitable outdoor 
work in vain. 

The soil at Sabana (Jrande is much inferior to that at Lajas. Here, loo, there has 
been less rain than at the coast town. Phosphates and guano were used to enrich 
the soil. The ground was worked and reworked, yet without any appreciable results. 
If it had rained this year as during the previous year, it is, nevertheless, quite proba- 
ble that this s(^hool would have given excellent proof that the nutritious vegetables 
of the North could be cultivated here with profit. This school has demonstrated 
well that in an extended dry season, however suitable be the method employed, an 
agricultural school not i>ossessing artifi(*ial means of irrigation can not give good 
results. 

These schools create nmch interest and exert a great deal of enthusiasm in the 
comnmnities. It would be advisable, however, to place in each of these schools a 
woman rural teacher. By the adoption of such a plan the present instructor could 
devote his entire time teatihing agriculture and nature study in theory and in prac- 
tice, while the teacher indoors would confine her attention to the regular duties of a 
rural school. In this way girls, too, might be enrolled with profit in the school. 

Of the five teachers of English three are at Yauco, one each at Sabana Grande and 
Lajas. At Yauco each teacher was in charge of this branch of instruction in 
four schools, at Sabana Grande the teacher in charge had six schools, and at Lajas 
three schools were taught by the instructor. They are to be commended for their 
generous efforts to implant more firndy the English language in the Porto Rican 
home. They have labored patriotically and untiringly. The progress made by the 
pupils would appear incredible. They seem to enjoy the study so much and the 
native instructor cooperates with such zeal that it forebodes the day distant, though 
surely to arrive, when English will be the common tongue. ' 

As in other districts, English classes were given three times weekly to the native 
teachers. The American teachers lent themselves to this work with fervor to which 
the native teachers responded with an application that was marvelous. Not con- 
tent with these classes many made arrangements also for private lessons. In April 
a uniform examination was held in the language for all the native teachers of the 
island. Out of nineteen school districts the laurel of highest exellence was won 
by the teachers of this district. Only one teacher of the entire district failed to pre- 
sent himself. Only one of those examined failed to secure more than 50 per cent. 
Two prizes and one honorable mention w ere awarded to the district. The average of 
the district, as su(;h, was higher than that obtained by any of the eighteen other school 
districts of the island. A most significant climax to show what has been accompliahei 
in the teaching and learning of English. 

Six evening schools were established this year as contrasted with one the year pre- 
vious. Three of these were at Yauco, two at Sabana Grande, and one at Lajas. 
These schools are open to those of all ages who are unable to attend the day school. 
With the exception of the Lajas school all are well attended and an immense amount 
of good is accomplished. The instruction consists of the teaching of reading, writing, 
arithmetic, and P^nglish. The work of the teachers of these schools is exceedingly 
trying, tedious, and tiresome, and their services merit higher remuneration than that 
at present received. 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Washington's and Lincoln's birthdays. Arbor, Memorial, 
and Flag days have been observed with appropriate school exercises. The Porto 
Ri(*an has an innate fondness for ostentatious and gorgeous display. This instinct 
was turned oh two occasions to good purpose. On December 5, the day proclaimed 
for the observation of Arbor Day in Porto Rico, there was a civic parade at Yauco, 
in which the school children were the principal feature. Some 1,100 pupils were in 
line, each school carrying, besides the national flag, a standard bearing the name of 
the school and the barrio or town in which it is located. Some of these standards 
were very valuable and handsomely made, exhibitions of the skill with which the 
Porto Ricans can embroider. On that day nearly 500 trees were planted. Although 
the subsequent dryness made it impossible for the plants and trees to take root, the 
object lesson had its effect so that, undoubtedly, during the next few years many 
thousands of fruit-bearing and shade trees will be planted along highways and lanes 
which heretofore have been unprotected from the hot rays of the tropical sun. 

In addition to a civic procession in honor of the memory of Washington an enter- 
tainment was given by the school children hugely successful and full of interest 
Historical and geographical tableaux were presented, treating the life and growth of 
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the nation from its infancy to the present day. It wa^ entirely the product of the 
genius of the teachers here, and elicited praise from various sources. 

Eight pedagogical conferences have been held in the distri(^t during the year. These 
conferences were quite similar to those held at Yauco last year for the graded teach- 
ers of that town, with the sole exception that in these all the teachers of the district 
took part. When one has ever pictured before him the difficulties of travel, he must 
persuade himself to believe that the Porto Rican teacher is truly enthusiastic in his 
work when teachers come from the remotest parts of the district to participate in 
the discussion. These conferences have taken place in all three towns of the district. 
To attend a conference held at Yauco, Lajas teachers have started on horseback — 
condition of roads prohibits the use of coaches— at 2 a. m. on the day of the con- 
ference, and Yauco teachers leaving Lajas at the close of the conference there have 
reached their homes as late as midnight. 

The instructors have enjoyed these meetings immensely. It had a grand social 
advantage in making the relationship between them tighter and deeper, and all felt 
benefited as a result of free and frank exchange of impressions. The themes treated 
have been, with few exceptions, most prac^tical. No attempt was made to philos- 
ophize on educational theory. Subjects of practical importance, difficulties which 
are liable to present themselves in the daily routine work of the country or town 
teachers, were brought up, considered, and disposed of. The success of these con- 
ferences assures their contmuance another year on a more extensive plan. 

Apart from these, two pedagogical conferences were held at Yauco, March 28, for 
the teachers of the district, under the direction of Dr. S. M. Lindsay, assisted by 
eminent pedagogues of the North. These conferences were educational treats long 
to be remembered by the teachers. The interest in them demonstrates well the 
advisabilitv of holding them with greater frequency, and suggests also the profit- 
ableness of the introduction of a system of free lectures through the different towns 
of the island. The people of Porto Rico would enjoy such lectures. It is certain 
that the arrival at the island from time to time of an orator who could discourse 
interestingly upon social and economic problems of moment to the Porto Rican and 
to the country at large, would aid most assuredly in a remarkable degree the onward 
march which now marks the educational progress. 

Respectfully submitted. 



The Commissioner of Edixation, S(ni Jumi, P. li. 



Francus Lynch, 

Snperinte-ndinit of Svhooh. 



School District No. 1 1 . 

San German, P. R., ,hine ,iO, 1903. 

Sir: The writer took charge of this district September 1, 1902, having been trans- 
ferred from the district of Arecibo. As this was within a month of the beginning of 
the school year, I immediately occupied myself in preparing for the opening of the 
schools. My first care was the matter of school buildings. In San German the 
graded schools are well housed in two large buildings. Many of the rural school 
buildings left much to be de^sired, although in most cases better houses can not be 
secured. 

The Cubo Rajo graded schools were located in an old building lacking every con- 
dition necessary for school purposes. This state of affairs has been remedied recently 
by the construction of a fine four-room s<^hool building, half the cost of which is 
paid by the municipality, and half from the insular funds. Many of the rural schools 
m both Cubo Rajo and Mariscao are badly housed. We hope to do something toward 
remedying this during the coming year by increasing the rate of house rent for rural 
school buildings. 

AH of the graded schools of the district are well e(iuipped with patent desks, suffi- 
cient blackboard space, et<\ The rural schools, with very few exceptions, are 
poorly supplied with furniture, and what they have is of very inferior quality. 
Ample provision is being made in the budgets for next year for providing all schools 
with a mil complement of furniture, blackboards, filters, and other necessaries. 

Due to the elections of last November there has been a change in the personnel of 
all the school boards. The boards of San German, both new and old, deserve credit 
for their orderly and intelligent administration. The boards of Cubo Rajo and 
Mariscao have been greatly crippled by lack of funds, but at the date of writing all 
their accounts have been paid to date, and both towns will conclude the year with a 
large surplus. 
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TIm* provisions of tin* new w'h<M»l law nN|uirin>; a ntriot accountinjr of the n»ceipt8 
ami t*x|M*Ti(litnn*H of the iHianls will un<l(mhte<lly work oonniderable improvement 
in the a(lTi)ini*4trutioii of M'hool funds. 

( )ii th<* wlioh*, the Work i»f the tea«"hers has In^en (juite satiHfaftory. Many of them 
an* youiiK and inexjM»rience<l, hut with rare ex(t»ptions they art? enerjst^tic an(i eager 
to improve theinwlves. Nearly all of the younjrer t<*aeher8 of San German have 
ohtaintMl their <*ertificateH while studying: in the public nehoolH of the town and from 
this home product nearly all vacancies are lille<l. 

The teacliers have ilevote<i themseIv(*H to the study of English this year as never 
iK'fore. This is in jrreat part due to the vt»arly examination in this language. The 
triweekly teachers* classt»s, under the <lire<?tion of American teachers, were well 
atteiuUHl, some of the rural ttiichers making; real sacrifices to attend regularly. The 
work in these <'lasses was inarktHl from the U^ginning by careful, (conscientious stndv, 
and the fact that tht> district t<N)k se<>ond place among the districts of the island in 
the Kn<;lish examination h&^ luH'n a n^wani and encouragement to all. The work 
in Kurdish amcmg the pupils of the schools, where in charge of capable American 
teai'hers, has Ihhmi verv satisfactory. Some of the work done by the sixth and spventh 
grades is of a high onler. 

There is oidy one evening sch(N)l in the district, that in SanGrerman. It has given 
fairly siitisfacti)ry results. The greatest difficulty encountered ie irregular attend- 
ance. At the iK'ginniTig of the y(>ar there was a heavy enrollment, and as soon as 
the novelty wore oft alK>ut half the pupils ceased to attend. 

The teacher of the agricultural schcM)l of Cubo Rajo has done very well, oonsid- 
erin<; the <litrK*ulties with which he has had to contend. Tlie school has had prac- 
tically no loail HU])port, and some difficulty was encountered in getting the local 
boanl to fence the lot and have the ground plougheil. The extreme drought this 
year killed nearly all the plants, although some experiments in tobai^o culture 
tunuMl out very well. The children of the school seem to take considerable interest 
in the work. 

There are two privat<» schools in San (Jerman, one of which has a fair attendance 
of small childrt>n. Besides this no educational work is being done in the district 
except that of the public schools. These, in order to accommodate the entire school 
population of the district, should be at least trebled in number. 

Respectfully submitted. 



The CoMMi-^sioNKK OF KorcATiON, San Juan^ P. R. 



R. R. LuTz, 
Superintendent of Schools. 



School District No, 12. 

Mayaguez, p. R., June SO, 190S. 

Sir: Complying with instructions received, I have the honor to transmit herewith 
my annual report for the year 1902-8. 

This district has lxH»n enlarged by the addition of the municipality of Rincon to 
that of Aflasco, and the creation of an industrial and a high and graded school, 
making the total number of teachers employed 87, who are at work in 47 school build- 
ings. Of this corps of teachers, 52 are males, ami 18 are from the United States. 

The total number of })upiLs enrolled is al>out 3,240, of which number 1,800 are in 
rural schools, and 650 are in the first and second grades. The schoolhouses and 
native teachers are, with very few exceptions, the same as were employed here last 
year. The tea(;hers of English and special teachers are a decided improvement on 
those previously engaged, and the advancement of the pupils in tnat language, 
especially in the high and graded school, is very gratifying. At the dose of last 
year these pupils were under native teachers and rec^ivea all their instruction in 
Spanish, while now those of the seventh and eighth grades do all their work in 
the English language. This transformation speaks volumes for the efficiency and 
methods of the teachers, and also for the capabilities of the pupils. 

A detrimental feature of our work has been caused by a laree number of last 
year's i)upils absenting themselves this year, and this has resulteS in our having an 
abnormally large number of pupils in the first and sa?ond grades, and has also con- 
tributed to complicate the problem of successful classification. 

At Mayaguez, owing to an unavoidable decrease in the school budget, we have been 
seriously inconvenienced in providing adequate school accommodation for all the 
pupils, and in many cases both teachers and pupils have been working under very 
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unfavorable circumstances. These conditions, I am sorry to say, will obtain next 
year, as there has been a still further decrease in our budget, unless we are fortunate 
•enough to obtain the temporary use of the United States barracks, which are at 
present empty. 

The opening of the industrial school was delayed until the middle of November, 
:and began with a matriculation of 75 pupils, nearly all of whom were taken from 
the graded schools, and most of them were too young and inexperienced for the 
work; but as they were the only applicants, we thought it advisable to make a 4rial 
TFith them. The progress made by the majority of these pupils, especially in draw- 
ing, sloyd, cookery, and sewing is very gratifying, the more so because we were led 
to believe that manual work of any kind would be distasteful to them. 

Quite the contrary has proved to be the case, the boys and girls having cheerfully 
:and promptly performed the most menial duties assigned to them, (generally speak- 
ing, these pupils are backward in their academic work, but this is accounted for 
when we consider the heterogeneous nature of their attainments on entering and 
the consequent difficulty of classifying them. We have quite a collection of useful 
wooden articles made by the boys, and the girls have accumulated an assortment of 
:all kinds of sewing, embroidery, etc., and have acquired such a useful insight into 
the culinary art— of which I have had agreeable proof — which must in time help to 
modify present native methods of preparing and cooking food. The stenography 
and typewriting class, which for a time formed part of the school curriculum, had 
to be abandoned on the resignation of Mr. C. Newton, as no competent local man 
was available for the position. 

Next year it is the intention of the department of education to increase the faculty 
of this school and to add agricultural and sick nursing, also to continue the typewrit- 
ing and stenography class, which will no doubt increase the community interest and 
will guarantee a successful year's work. Should our hopes with regard to this school 
be realized, the present building will be quite inadequate, and it might advantageously 
be transferred to the United States barracks, should we obtain them. 

The importance of these industrial schools in Porto Rico can not be overestimated 
and with an adequate appropriation and efficient management they will in time 
revolutionize popular sentiment and will prove to be the most potent factor in pro- 
ducing useful and intelligent, industrious, and thoughtful American citizens. 

I have often thought that we might to advantage introduce manual training into 
some of our graded schools to the exclusion or modification of some less important 
item in the course of study. The future of the island depends upon the children now 
at school, and I fear that there exists a tendency to overcrowd the market with 
clerks, lawyers, physicians, school-teachers, etc., many of whom will necessarily be 
compelled to emigrate to the States or to South America. If in some of our graded 
schools, by a harmonious combination of manual and industrial training with the 
academic work,* and the presentation to the pupils of other phases of life, we could 
induce a large portion of them to pursue their studies on industrial lines, 1 believe we 
should be laying the foundation of a happy and prosperous future for the island. 

I realize that this scheme — even if practicable at all — owing to the increased expendi- 
ture that it would necessarily entail, is quite impossible with the present funds at the 
disposal of the department of education. 

The modification of the course of study and the provision of superior text-books 
have enabled the teachers to accomplish blotter and more uniform results than was 
previously possible. 

Some of my best teachers inform me that even with a most carefully and eco- 
nomically arranged daily programme they have barely time to touch upon all the 
subjects required. The provision of a carefully graded text-book (for teachers' use) 
on nature study, adapted to Porto Rico, would prove of valuable assistance and 
would be a great economizer of time. 

In this connection I wish to emphasize the imperative necessity, on the part of all 
teachers, of a careful and thorough preparation of all the subjects included in the 
daily programme. Although great improvement is noticeable in this particular, there 
are still many who do not give the necessary time and forethought to their work, 
and who consequently lose valuable time and invariably achieve unsatisfactory results 

(ienerally speaking, I am glad to record improvement in the work of the teachers, 
the majority of whom have zealously and faithfully performed their onerous tasks. 
A (commendable feature has been the exhibition of an increased interest in the cele- 
bration of special exercises, conferences, etc., which always entail extra work, 
expense, and sacrifice of time. 

The successful teaching of the English language to the natives is still an unsolved 
problem, and although, as already noted, progress has been made, I have observed 
that in the lower grades this has been due rather to the natural brightness and 
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aptnens of the pupils than to the excelleiu-y of the method employed. I have studied 
this matter very carefully an<l am nure that unlerts the teacher has a fairly good 
workinjf knowledge of both the English and iSpanish languages one of them' is neces- 
sarily mutilated. The English language (if taught at all) in the first ^:rade should, 
1 think, be memory work pure and simple, and in the other grades carefully selected 
readers with vocabularies and a liberal suuply of dictionaries would prove benefi- 
cial. I understand that a uniform methoa of teaching English will be prescribed 
shorUy by the department of education. 

The Aftasco (inwled School, which wafl so unsatisfactory last year, has, under the 
able management of Mr. F. Faria, notably improved and has become a source of 
pride to the inhabitants. No favorable report can be given of the work at Las Marias 
and Rincon. With the exception of one graded and four rural schools the work has 
been unsatisfactory. I attribute the poor results to various causes, chief amon^ 
which are the lack of cooperation on the part of the parents, extreme poverty, unat- 
tractive methods, and lacK of initiative on the part of, the teachers. It is the inten- 
tion of the school boards to make a more careful selection of teachers next y€»r and 
to endeavor to remedy many of the existing defects. In the months of October, 
November, and Decenlber, during the gathering of the coffee crop, the Las Marias 
sc^hools are nearly empty. The average attendance for those months did not reach 
20 pupils i)er day, and I think it would be a wise disposition on the part of the school 
board to close the schools during those months until prospects brignten. 

The two agricultural schools of this district have proved unsuccessful, and the 
department has wisely ordered them to be converted into rural schools until local 
support and larger appropriations guarantee their continuance. Undoubtedly one 
cause of the failure of these schools is their too close proximity to the towns, causing 
an influx of pupils who have higher aspirations than those of becoming skilled agri- 
cultural laborers. Another misfortune this year was the long drought which made 
successful agricultural work extremely difficult. I hope it may not be long before 
these and many more agricultural schools are working under favorable conditions. 

The department of education has dealt very generously with us in the matter o/ 
new schoolhouses, and I have recently been offered one graded and one rural school 
for Mayaguez, and one graded each for Las Marias and Aiiasco. The rural school is 
in course of construction, but, owing to the pecuniary situation of the municipality, 
the graded school at Mayaguez can not be constructed for some time to come. I 
have good reason to expect that the other offers will be converted into realities in 
the near future. What the acquisition of a modern, well-equipped schoolhouse 
means in Porto Rico, both to teachers and pupils, can be best described by those 
fortunate few who are at present privileged to occupy one of them. 

Among other signs of improvement I may mention increased activity in the school 
boards, larger community interest, both in our schools and in education generally, 
and an increased number of applicants for teachers* certificates. In the variooe 
examinations held during the year for teachers' certificates the largest number of 
successful candidates have been from this district. 

We were not very successful in the English examination, ranking tenth among the 
other districts, which I attribute to the advanced average age of the teachers and also 
to the fact that many, who evidently had not studied consistently, presented them- 
selves, as they said, "to please the department," and they naturally lowered our 
general average. However, we secured the first prize and three honorable mentions. 
That this examination, and the preparation for it, was beneficial to all the teachers, is 
beyond a doubt, and it seems to me that it would be well to continue these English 
classes next year, as they prove of mutual benefit to the English and Spanish 
teachers. 

I have on file more than 50 applications for the approaching teachers' examination, 
and most of the candidates are products of our public schools. 

In the recent examination for common school diplomas, twenty-four candidates 
obtained an average of 75 per cent, and of these the two highest. Miss America Ping 
and Miss Adela R^ninez, obtained an average of 97.38 per cent and 92.43 per cent, 
respectively, and they have been recommended by the local committee for free schol- 
arships in the insular normal school. 

Together with many other needed reforms, I am glad to notice that the new school 
law (1903) provides for, in addition to twenty-eight free scholarships at the insular 
normal school, the sending and maintenance of several deserving young people in 
reputable schools and colleges of the United States; and the fact that the legislature 
has voted 25 per cent of all the insular funds for school purposes plainly indicates 
their practical interest in the welfare of the education of the rising generation. 

It is estimated that there are in this distric^t over 5,000 children of school age with- 
out school facilities, and in order to reduce this number, in view of the fact that no 
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increase of schools is contemplated, I think it would be advisable, whenever possi- 
ble, to admit some of these children next year to the existing schools for half session, 
so that they at least may be taught to read and write. 

Of the other local agencies at work to combat the jrreat army of illiterates, I may 
mention the following: Presbyterian Mission School, Municipal Institute, Roman 
Catholic School, and Mr. Mongers private school. These have a total enrollment of 
170 pupils, and the methods employed in the two former are in harmony with those 
pursued in our schools, and each of them has developed teachers who are now doing 
excellent work. 

The annual pedagogical conferences under the auspices of the department of 
education, owing to the simultaneous visit of Miss Alice Roosevelt and party and 
the consequent local festivities in her honor, were seriously interfered with, and 
neither the interest nor the attendance that on other occasions had been so abun- 
dantly manifested could be accorded them. However, the speeches of Doctors Lind- 
say, Devine, De Garmo, and Mr. A. F. Martinez, in spite of unavoidable interrup- 
tions, were listened to and appreciated by a representative and enthusiastic audience. 

During Easter week Mr. E. W. Lord, assistant commissioner of education, honored 
us with his first visit to attend our local conference of teachers, and he expressed 
himself in laudatory tenns on the character of the various papers presented and also 
of the personnel. 

This year has been signalized by the first celebration of Arbor Day in all the pub- 
lic schools on the island. On that occasion special exercises were held consisting of 
songs, recitations, voting, speeches by local celebrities, the planting of trees, and 
adorning of the school surroundings, the whole making a pleasant and profitable 
change from the ordinary routine of school life. 

All other legal holidays have been celebrated in a patriotic an<l enthusiastic 
manner. 

Before closing this report, I should like to draw the attention of the department 
to a very important and necessary change that might advantageously be made, viz, 
the shortening of the afternoon session in tlie graded schools to two hours' duration. 
I have observed that the closing hour of school is productive of no benefit to the 
pupils, and it is generallv a severe mental and physical strain ui)on the teachers. 

Respectfully submitteci. 



The Commissioner of Education, S(tn Juan^ P. Ji. 



John Meli.owes, 
Suj)erintPti(h'nt of ScIukjU. 



School District No. 13. 

AorADiLLA, P. R., June iT, 1903. 

Sir: I have the hcmor to submit herewith the annual report of the district of Agua- 
dilla for the school year 1902-3. The district of Ag^iadilla embraces the nmnicipali- 
ties of San Sebastian, Aguada, and Aguadilla, and in the last named is included the 
annexed municipality of Moca. 

To give statistics on the number of buildings and children, the state of the finances, 
etc., would be superfluous, as these data will undoubtedly appear in the report of 
the statistician of the department, and I shall mention only such facts as are likely 
not to reach you except through the superintendent and to*^ give you a true view of 
the district as I find it. 

While outlining the present report I was inclined at first to view the situation 
rather pessimistically, out after more careful thought, and weighing a bad point 
against a good, I arrived at the conclusion that school matters in the district could 
be a preat deal worse than they are, and even that, upon the whole, they are in fair 
condition when the adverse circumstances under which we are working are taken 
into consideratign. With a little time and patience many of the shortconungs which 
at present are so annoying will undoubtedly disappear, (jrenerally the newly arrived 
American comes boiling over with enthusiasm and a zealous determination to over- 
turn everything in his way which does not meet with his approval and previously 
formed notions of what ought or ought not to be. Ilis first rude awakening to the 
real state of things <;omes when he finds that he has rubbed against the most cher- 
ished customs an(l deep-seated sentiments of those about him, and by the many little 
annoyances placed in nis way he finally realizes that he has made himself persona 
non grata in the community ."^ We must not attemi)t to force nature by revolution- 
ary methods. 1 have said this much in an attempt to show that u\ ^>\t -e^jVxw^V^ ^^ 
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well UH in our (iailv life we imiHt >r<> slowly, and that if no very remarkable progress 
is visible in this (listrict as a result of this year's work 1 cherish the belief that the 
foun(lati<»n has been laid for jrreater and more permanent improvement next year. 

I found when the district wan turned over to me at the l[)ejfinninjr of the present 
school year that then* were manv plac(»H when* improvement could be made. This 
was not due to any lack of efficiency on tlie part of my immediate predecessors, but 
rather to a series of unfortunate circumstances, known to you, over which they had 
no control. 

There are two jrrade<l school buildinjjs in Ajfuadilla — The I^fayette School, a four- 
room brick buildinjr built expressly for school purposes, and the Haldiorty School 
on the Plaza Princiiial. The latterwas the "Casa Consistorial " under the Spanish 
(Tovernment, and is hanlly tit for school purposes on account of the smallneas of the 
rooms, their dilapidate<l conditiim, the absentee of a playground, which renders it 
almost impossible t^) maintain order duriiijar the recesses without sending the children 
into the street, and, woi-st* than all, the fact that the water-closet is in the building 
and in so bad a state that it is a constant mena(*e to the health of the echolars. The 
school board has promised to remedy these defects, wherever possible, during the 
cominjr year, and if this is done, we shall probably be able to make a tolerably fair 
school building of it. 

The graded school building in Moca answers the purpose, although rather small. 
It is a one-story, three-room fiame building. I can not let this opportunity pass 
without saying something in regard to the town of Moca, which is the worst town 
in the district as far a^ giving its schools moral support is concerned. I have not 
been able to get a good average dailv attendance in this town, due to two causes: 
First, the teachers have not exerted themselves sufficiently; and, secondly and princi- 
pally, the careless habits of the people invalidate the efforts of the teachers, rarents 
do not seem to take any interest in the education of their children, allowing them to 
remain at home whenever they feel so inclined, and whenever the teacher tries to 
enforce attendance the cliild can always count on the assistance of the parent in 
oppoising the authority of the teacher. Of course, as I have just said, the teachers 
are largely re8i)onsible for this state of affairs because of not using the necessary tact, 
or, failing this, the necesi^ary force. I am happy to state, however, that this is the 
only town in the district where sucti a condition'of things prevails. 

The graded school building in San Sebastian is a two-story, four-room frame struc- 
ture in a generally dilapidated condition, and too small to accommodate comfortably 
the number of pupils that was crowded into it this year. As there are five grade* 
in San Sebastian, it was necessary to use an additional house at some distance from 
the graded school building proper. This year the department is paying half the cost 
of a new modern masonry four-room building, and it could not have given it to a 
town that appreciates it more. The people oi San Sebastian take an active interest 
and pride in their schools. 

In Aguada the graded school is also much too small. It is a four-room, two-story 
frame building. It was my intention to have the school board hire an extra build- 
ing next year, but as the local board is almost hopelessly in debt, and will probably 
remain so for some years to come, we shall have to try to get along with what we 
have the best way we can. In justice to the members of the present school board I 
must say that they are doing all that should be expected of them, as the bad state of 
the finances is not due to their mismanagement. The present board has paid off all 
last year's debts and three months of this year's. 

With the exception of perhaps six, the rural school buildings are not bad, rela- 
tively speaking. 

The rural schools could be made good if the teachers would interest themselves 
earnestly to improve them. A smart and energetic teacher could get the inhabitants 
of his " barrio" to lend him aid, and by making a small addition here and repairing 
a bad spot there his school could be materially improved at almost no cost. The 
grounds aVjout the school could be made beautiful and kept in good condition if 
fifteen minutes' work daily on the part of the teacher and pupils were expended 
upon them. But I regret extremely to say that few of the rural teachers appreciate 
the dignity of labor and its relation to their profession. Many of them are satisfied 
to comply with the letter of the law (and some not even with this) by arriving at 
their schools at the moment set for opening and when the clock indicates the 
approach of closing time the horse is already saddled and at the door so as not to 
lose a moment in getting away. As long as this spirit prevails the supervisor's 
work is disheartening, to say the least. This inability to cope with the new onier of 
things is most perceptible in the old men. President Seorly, of the Iowa State 
Normal School, says in a recent number of the Normal Instructor: ** Supervision can 
never attain such a standard of excellence as to be able to dispense with good teach- 
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ers. It can never take inferior teachers and by some scheme of methods or man- 
agement make superior schools a fact. There are some things it can do, there are 
some things it can not do. If it attempts the impossible, the impracticable, and the 
unworthy, it bemeans itself and heaps ignominy and disgrace upon a reputable pro- 
fession." This is what the supervisor in Porto Rico is attempting to do in many 
cases — to have good schools where the directing force is a poor teacher. Still, there 
is hope that with the expenditure of a great amount of energy, and with the same 
amount of patience, the younger teachers will finally be brought to a realization of 
the importance, the dignity, and power for good of their profession. It is a foregone 
conclusion that the older men, trained in a system admittedly antipedagogical in 
every way, will never be able to grasp the full meaning of the system we are endeav- 
oring to implant here. 

I have been exceedingly fortunate in having for principals in the three munici- 
palities of the district three men who are educated and hard working, and, with the 
exception of one, good disciplinarians. The importance of a good principal in a 
school can not be overestimated, and it appears to me that the most essential quality 
which a principal should possess is that of being a good disciplinarian, because the 
teac^hers under him do not expect to be any better than their superior. 

I wish to give special credit to Mr. LUises Roman, of San Sebastian, who has at all 
times given me most valuable assistance in many ways, has always carried out faith- 
fully my instructions, and has done his work most intelligently, besides sustaining a 
high grade of discipline. 

The graded teachers range from bad to fair, good, and excellent. Mrs. Felicita 
Torres, of San Sebastian, is probably the best graded teat'her in the district, combin- 
ing to a greater degree than any of the others those almost inexplainable qualities 
of gentleness, neatness, intelligence, and power to interest her pupils that indicate 
infallibly the good teacher. 

I have already spoken of the rural teachers, perhaps in a somewhat severe man- 
ner, but I wish to bring to the department's notice, on account of their zeal and good 
qualities generally, Isidoro Alers, of Aguada, and Fernando Mihtn, of Aguadilla. 

The teachers of English, with the possible exception of one, are conscientious and 
intelligent workers. Some of them are doing even more work than is ordinarily 
expected of a teacher, and this without the slightest complaint. Tliere is no doubt 
in my mind that the most potent agent making for the betterment of our school sys- 
tem and the Americanization of Porto Rico is the tactful American teacher, who in 
his or her humble station can mix freely with the people and V)y his or her self-sacri- 
fice and clear-headedness be a proof that there are many Americans who have come 
here with loftier ideas than those generally imputed to us. 

There are two night schools in Aguadilla and one in San Sebastian. When these 
schools were opened at the beginning of the present year the enthusiasm ran so high 
and the number seeking admittance was so great that I felt at the time that this 
abnormal outburst was unstable, and subsequent events proved my conjecture correct. 
The attendance at all three schools has dropped gradually until now it is only a foiu-th 
part of what it promised to be. Perhaps it can be said that the chaff has been sifted 
from the wheat. However, 1 can not but feel that these schools are a great factor in 
reducing the illiteracy throughout the island, and that the work done this year will 
be an incentive to those students who have profited by it to continue their studies 
with greater interest. 

After a great amount of work and encouragement to the teacher I am finally com- 
pelled to admit that the agricultural school, as such, is a failure, and this has been 
due to several causes, the most important of which is the absence of a competent 
teacher. Other causes are the absence of water on the premises and the distance of 
the school from the town, San Sebastian. The present teacher, Mr. Cardc, has done 
a little, but nothing approaching scientific agriculture has yet made its ajipearance. 
The farming element has no confidence in a native teaclier, especially one known to 
them, because they feel that they know more than he about such matters. The 
teacher should know Spanish, so as to be able to gain the confidence of the people; 
and he must know English, so as to be able to keep abreast of the most modern agri- 
cultural methods used in the States, and the great bulk of this information can be 
gotten only from books written in English; but above all else he must know the 
theory of scientific agriculture and be a practical farmer. If the (lepartment can not 
furnish me such a man next year I shall recommend that the agricultural school be 
turned into an ordinary rural school. The disadvantages of having this school at a 
distance of about two miles from town, with a river to ctoss which is often impassa- 
])le, seem to me to be very obvious. The age of the pupils who can l)e gathered 
within a short radius in a rural district bars out many of the larger town pupils who 
should attend, and also prohibits those persons in the town who are interested uv tVvvs. 
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work from vinitinif the nchool. To provide a means of irrijfation for this 8j)ecial school 
would he very expensive and almost impracticahle. The agricultural school in San 
St*lMistian, as 1 have indicattMi hefore, has given no results worthy of the name during 
the two years of its existence, and if we are to reestahlish its credit, so to speak, we 
must have a tt*acher next year who combines the qualities w^hich I have before 
e umerated. 

There* is only one ]>rivate school in this district of any size, and this is the Presby- 
terian Mission School in A^uadilia, which is doing very good work under its able 
teachers, Miss Aitken and Miss Potter. It has an enrollment of about 75 pupils, each 
of whom is nM|uirtMl to pay 50 cents per month in cash or to work it out by cleaning 
alxmt the sch<H)l. In this' school the pupil is made to realize the dignity of labor at 
an early age. Besides this s<'hool there are five or six other schools whose teachers 
are native ladies, but the majority of the pupils are very young and generally finish 
up in the j)ublic schools. The teaching in all these schools is largely religious. 

I have given very few teachers' conferences in the district, believing that more prac- 
tical and etticient results could be obtaineil while actually visiting the schools. This 
affords an opj)ortunity to see and indicate to the teacher his own particular faults. 
However, I U'lieve that general conferences should be given, to establish a sort of 
esprit de corps among the teat^hers and to exchange impressions. I expect next year 
to establish a series of conferences and give at least one a month. Before leaving'this 
topic I want to speak of a numl)er of parents' conferences given in the rural districts 
of San Sebastian. The attendance about the middle of March had fallen off consider- 
ably in all the rural schools, and it was resolved to give a conference at each of the 
rural schools on a given Saturday. The teachers showed a worthy interest in the 
work, and at some small expense to each of them horses were procured and a com- 
mittee went to each rural school, where the children of the school and their parents 
were gathered. A practical talk was given by each member of the committee, and 
the value of education, lx)th for its own sake and for its practical utility, was dwelt 
upon. Its need especially to the agriculturist was given prominence. The confer- 
ence was generally followed by a lunch, and the parents and children went home 
greatly j>leased. 'the practical benefit of these conferences was shown in the increi«e 
HI atten< lance during the succeeding months. An amusing incident, and one that 
shows the dense ignorance that exists in some of these places, occurred at one school. 
The teacher spread wide the news that a " conferencia " would be given in the school 
on a named Saturday and advertised the fact that **el seilor inspector" would be on 
hand, and with this as a bait he asked some of the inhabitants of the "barrio" to 
furnish him horses for the conmiittee and to be present with their children. Some 
how these poor people got it into their heads that ours was only a scheme to get the 
children together and then take them with us to San Juan. However, by dint of 
argument they were finally (convinced that our motives were not sinister, and they 
were all })reserit an<l the affair went off smoothly. 

The course of study, in my humble opinion, should be allowed to remain as it is, at 
least for some time to come. The teachers are now beginning to know its workings, 
and any further changes would only serve to confuse tnem. While we do not want 
a course of study that by its simplicity would not do our schools justice, we must 
certainly avoid the other extreme of becoming so ambitious as to make it unwieldy 
and a hindrance instead of help to the teachers. 

There has been no serious want in the matter of books in this district, the depart- 
ment being more than generous in supplying our wants. With the exception of a 
hygiene in Spanish, 1 would not recommend any change in books for the coming 
year. 1 consider it more important that the teacher should be taught to use prop- 
erly — which 1 consider a stupendous task — the books we now have rather than to 
burden him with any more. A good teacher will get along with few books, but, 
other requirements being absent, all the books in the world will not make a good 
teacher out of a bad one. As I have said before, I think a hygiene in Spanish would 
be a valuable addition to our books, as many of the teachers, especially the rural 
ones, can not read the one in English which we now have. To any one aquainted 
with the sanitary conditions that obtain at present in Porto Rico and the necessity 
of remedying them as soon as possible, the importance of such a work will be at 
once apparent. 

The schools in the district have been fairly well supplied in the matter of desks, 
benches, filters, etc. The worst sufferers, as was to be expected, have been the 
rural schools, although no child has been compelled to sit on the floor. Of the three 
municipalities in the district, Aguada is most in need of school equipment, and this 
is due to causes which have already been mentioned. We hope during the coming 
year to make some improvement along this line. 

We now come to the local school board, one of the greatest, if not the greatest, 
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influence for good or bad schools in Porto Rico or anywhere else. The local school 
board controls the election of teachers, the renting of schoolhouses and the equip- 
ment of same, and a part of the school finances. In many instances the members of 
the school board can not distinguish between good and bad teachers and let purely 
selfish and outside motives guide them when electing, thus gaining the applause 
and support of the friends of the teachers elected, but doing a ^eat wTong to the 
community as a whole. If parents could be brought to realize the immense influence 
for good or bad that a teacher has upon their children during their most impression- 
able years, thejr would insist that the instructors of their offspring be selected wholly 
upon* their merits as teachers and not, for instance, becrause thev belong to a certain 
political party. We can not take up a daily paper or hear a public speaker in Porto 
Kico without reading or hearing a lot of "spread eagle** oratory about patriotism, etc. 
And yet, in electing the men who are to choose the educators of their children and 
the rising generation, what a grand opportunity to show real patriotism they let go 
by. This 18 in no sense true oi the San Sebastian school board, as it would be hard 
to find anywhere a set of gentlemen who work with greater zeal and are guided by 
more disinterested motives than this board. They have always been willing to help 
me promptly and effectively in carrying out any work for the improviement of the 
schools under their charge. * They have visited the schools, have made suggestions, 
and in everj^ way have shown themselves worthy of the sacred trust imposed upon 
them by their electors. 

The school boards in Aguadilla and Aguada confine themselves i)urely to adminis- 
trative duties. 

With this I shall close this report, w^hich I realize is already too lengthy, but it 
was impossible to make it shorter. As it is, 1 have left out much data which I 
should have liked to put in, but I feel that it, i)erhaps, would not interest the reader 
so much as it does the writer. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Daxiel F. Kellky, 

Supcnnteufient of SchooLs. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R. 



School District Xo. 14. 

Camuv, p. R., Mftj/ 25, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report on the public schools 
of the district of Camuy. The district, as it is at present constituted, is composed of 
two municipalities and four towns. The municipality of Camuy has 13 graded and 
18 rural schools; Isabela has 4 graded and 12 rural schools, making in all a total of 
48 schools. There is also an agricultural rural school in Ciuebradillas and a night 
school, both of which will l)e spoken of later on in this report. 

At the present time we have employed 52 teachers, 48 Porto Ric^n and 4 American. 

It is our desire, in compiling this report, to give the honorable commissioner some 
insight as to the important changes made and the progress of the schools of this dis- 
trict. It is wasting time to take up space dwelling on something that has been told 
in former reports. 

Before the opening of the schools this year, in the month of October (as in former 
years), we made every effort possible, with the funds available, to put the buildings 
to be used for schools in the best possible condition. In Quebradillas, w^here we 
wished to open five schools, a difticult problem seemed to confront us in regard to a 
suitable house, but we finally succeeded in securing one which, after being remodeled 
and receiving a coat of paint, was converted into a good schoolhouse. 

Many of the buildings used for rural schools were imj>roved in some way. The 
municipality of Isabela ha.*< some of the worst buildings used for rural schools in this 
district. It is our intention to change this next year and not j)erniit the schools to 
be opened in unsuitable buildings. There is one new rural s<;hoolhouse now under 
construction in this district, in barrio Yeguada of ('anuiy. 

We have endeavored to make improvements in the school furniture this year in 
all the schools, and have partly succeeded in doing so. From year to year we wait 
with much anxiety to secure funds with which to l)etter this very imi)ortant adjunct 
in the development of our schools. 

In other and more wealthy school districts of the island this work has been carried 
forward much more rapidly than in this one. 

It must be rememl)ered that this district is poor. We can not obtain sufticient 
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fnnils to pnijHM'ly (M|nip the s<ho<»ls, ami are, therefore, obliged to cet along as best 
we ran. Tin* jMionT <listricts of the i>*lan(l must ^el^eive aKsiBtance from BOine other 
Hoiirce r«ave that of the iiiiuiieipality or the h<anie advantages for eilucation will not 
lH'j)rt»stMit(M| to all. 

The departini'iit ha.« geiierouflv furninhwl hh with all Hupplieu necesBary this year. 
I have iiotieed a t-areless iis«» of these HUi)plieH in some schoolf*, and have always 
calltMl the tt'arher's attention to the fact. Pmni three to four diBtributions are made 
during the srhot)! vear in this district. It is not wise to distribute all the supplies 
receive! I from the «lepartment at one time, as they are apt to be extravagantly used 
in some schools. 

In almost everv s<*ho(»l I have foun<l the teachers l)etter prepared for their work 
than last year, hesides kiM'ping up their study of English many have taken up the 
study of some particular branch, having their lessons on Saturdays or stuaying 
alone. 

A manifest desire can be noticed in a majority of the teachers for higher attain- 
ments. Of (tourse then* exists, an<l always willVxist, the unintere8te<l and unpro- 
gr(»ssiv<» teacher. 

Tlu» good effects of the Rio Piwlras Normal School have been shown in this district. 
In schools where we ha<l young and active teachers just from the normal school a 
new life seemed to Ix* imbued into the work. The majority of these teachers were 
young and inexperience<l, but the results that they have obtained during the year 
far surpass that of tlKjst^ who have not had this training. 

With a few exceptions the teachers have made go^ progress in English. The 
exceptions that I have reference to are a few teachers of advanced age who could not 
study Entrlish, and a few more who i-ould have made good progress in the language, 
but were not willint; to make any effort whatever to obtain a knowledge of English. 

In summing up tlie progress of the teachers of the district it would not be out of 
place to mention here a few of the sacrifices that have been made by them to pro- 
mote the welfare of the schools. 

C^uite a number of the graded and manv oi the rural teachers have decorated their 
schools, making theni very attractive indeed, at their own expense. One casein 
particular 1 recall of a rural teacher with a family to support, who spent money to 
make a joint meeting of tliree rural schools a success. 

This is j)ure patriotism. The teacher is a lover of his profession. It is a pleasure 
to visit his school. It is a pleasure to visit the families in the barrio where his school 
is located. Ht^ makes his influence felt not only in the schoolroom, but within the 
circle of the huml)lest home in the barrio. 

Another point that demonstrates the progress of the teachers is that there has been 
much less friction l)etween them and parents. 

In the observance of special days I can not say that the enthusiam surpassed that 
of last year. 

Arbor Day was fittingly cele])rated in this district and about 275 trees were 
planted. 

Washington's Birthday was also celebrated with much interest. This day has 
grown to be (in this district) as ])()pular with the Porto Rican school children as it is 
with the American. In the teat^hing of patriotism we have laid emphasis upon 
love of country and honest living as the basis of the making of good and honorable 
citizens. 

We have been fairly successful in securing cooperation of the parents in the rural 
districts, through the medium of joint meetings of two or more rural schooli*, 
extending an invitation to all the people of the community. 

The teachers endeavored to make these meetings just as interesting as possible. 
A good i)rogramine was always prej>ared. The people would go away from these 
meetings liighly ]>leased and feeling a deep interest in the school work. The writer 
of this re})()rt had t\w. pleasures of attending several of these meetings. Ofttimes it is 
difficult to keep alive the interest in the town schools. Parents grow careless in 
regard to sending their children to school. 

We have aimed to keej) the parents in just as close relation to the schools as 
possible. This has been accomplished by monthly reports to them, by sending 
samples of pupils' work, aiul by freijuent visits of teachers to encourage regular and 
prompt atten(lan<'e. 

Average daily attendance has been good in most of the schools, and we have a 
greater number of pupils enrolled than last year. It is to be regretted that there 
are so many children without school fai'ilities in this district. I should say that 
there are approximately 6,000 children who can not attend for lack of room. In 
many barrios we need two schools. In other barrios, where there is a school popu- 
JatJoj) of from 100 to 150, we have no schools at all. This is true not only m one 
district, but all over the island. 
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What is to be done? This is the question being asked by all of the school authori- 
ties in Porto Rico. Can it be possible that these children will be left without school 
accommodations? It is to be hoped that relief will come in time to save the island 
from this extra burden of illiterate citizens. 

One night school has been open in this district during the school year, and I am 
pleased to state that the work accomplished in this school was excellent. 

Twelve of the pupils who at the beginning of the school year could scarcely read 
in the first reader now read well in the third reader. They also can write and have 
a knowledge of the fundamental principles of arithmetic. 

Night schools are necessary if we are to avail ourselves of all the opportunities of 
combating illiteracy. Many young men who are poor and must work for a living 
have not time to attend day school. They are very anxious to acquire some educa- 
tion, and the only possible opportunity for them to do so is by attending a night 
school. 

The purpose of the agricultural-rural school is twofold. First, in the practical 
knowledge that the pupils acquire of the cultivation of different fruits and vege- 
tables; and the second is the industrial training that they receive acquiring this 
knowledge. 

The pupils in the different grades of the agricultural -rural school are as far ad- 
vanced as those in the corresponding grades of the town schools. It nmst be taken 
into consideration at the same time that they worked an hour each day in the school 
garden, and did not have as much time for their other studies as did the pupils in 
the graded schools. 

The school in this district has given good results, and I am satisfied with the work 
that has been done. We expect to make the work more extensive next year, as we 
have been given the use of almost an acre of ground adjoining the school garden. 

The commissioner of education, accompanied by Dr. Edward T. Devine, Dr. 
Charles De Garmo, Field Supervisor Paul G. Miller, and Secretary A. F. Martinez, 
made a tour of the island, holding meetings in the headquarters of each supervisor. 
These meetings were for the benefit of the teachers and public in general, and were 
under the immediate direction of the commissioner. 

The above-mentioned party arrived in Aguadilla on March 20 and held meetings 
in the afternoon and evening, at which fourteen teachers from the town of Isabela 
(this district) attended. 

The following day the party passed through this district and held a conference at 
Arecibo, at which the majority of the teachers of this district from the towns of Que- 
bradillas, Camuy, and Hatillo attended. 

The meeting was a grand success, to say the least, and the teachers received many 
words of encouragement and advice which enabled them to more efficiently carry 
on their work. 

Earlv in the school year the commissioner announced that there w^ould be an 
English examination held in all the towns of the island where there was an English 
teacher on Saturday, April 25. 

The next task was to prepare the teachers for this examination. Instructions were 
sent out from San Juan allowing the English teachers time to give one hour three 
times a week for the teaching of this branch to the Porto Rican teachers. With 
some few exceptions the teachers took up this work with enthusiasm, and when the 
examination was held on the 25th of April the majority received good standings. 

This district ranked eleventh among the nineteen districts of the island. 

English received a great impulse this year, and within a few years more, if the 
study of the language is kept up at the present rate, many of our teachers will be 
able to translate well from English to Spanish and write fairly well. 

The teaching of English has been kept up with much interest this year in all our 
schools. 

The pupils have made good progress in the language. This subject may be made 
one of the most interesting taught in our public schools if the right spirit is shown 
by the teacher. 

It happens at times that the teacheris of English become lax in their work. Pupils 
are allowed to skim along without learning their lessons thoroughly. 

This should never be permitted, as the pupils will soon lose all interest and do 
little or no good in their English during the entire year. 

I can say that most of the teachers of English of this district have done well the 
j>ast year, and deserve much praise for their efiicient work. 

The closing remarks of this report are dedicated to the Hon. Samuel McCune 
Lindsay, on the part of the teachers of this district and myself, to express our sincere 
thanks for the ever cheerful support and guidance which we have constantly received 
from him during the past school year. We also desire to thank the assistant com- 
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miesioner an<i the other members of the corps of assistants who have all so kindly 
contributed to make this year's work one of the most successful and pleasant since 
the American occupation of the island. 

Respectfully submitted. E. Hltchinsox, 

Superintendent of Schools, 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R, 



School District No. 15. 

Arecibo, p. R., June 30, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit my report for the school year of 1902-3. 

This district consists of the two municipalities of Arecibo and Lares. On the map 
they seem contijjuous but they are a day's journey apart. With so large a district I 
have not been able to visit tne schools with the regularity or the frequency that is 
desirable. 

In Arecibo we were happily able to open 5 new^ graded schools, giving us in all 18 
schools, in charge of 2 principals, 16 graded teachers, 1 assistant to the principals, 
and 3 teachers of English. Yet with this increase we were not able to accommodate 
the demand. All the year there have been 200 or more parents watching for chance 
vacancies. This is particularly true in the lower grades. On my first visit to Lares I 
found the attendance in the rural schools very light, owing to the fact that many 
children were engaged in picking coffee in order to earn money to buy clothes. 
With this exception the attendance in the rural schools has been remarkable. It 
must be remembered that many of these children live miles from the schoolhouse; 
that most are so poor that their morning meal is a cup of black coffee, at noon there 
is nothing, and on reaching home at 4 or 5 o'clock they have the only meal of the 
day. 

I have been fortunate in that more than half of the teachers in this district have 
been my pupils, either in the regular course of the normal school or in one or both 
of the summer schools. These young teachers have been most faithful, most enthu- 
siasti(\ Often their work has been crude and unsatisfactory, but I have always 
found them ready and anxious for my words of correction and advice. 

On the part of most of my teachers there has been steady improvement in meth- 
ods of teaching. This is especially true in the teaching of arithmetic and the Span- 
ish language. In arithmetic they have come to see the necessity of the pupil's 
working problems, and many of them. By the old method the teacher did the work 
and the pupil looked on. 

In the teaching of Spanish the teachers now understand that the correct use of the 
spoken and written language can be taught without teaching technical grammar. 

Immediately on the announcement of the department of the plan for teaching 
English to the Porto Rican teachers, the teachers of this district went to work. 
With a course of study mArked out and an eflScient plan for instruction they felt 
there was an opportunity to reach a certain end. The result was most satisfactory. 
Of the 59 teachers in the district 55 took the examination. I was most pleased to 
receive from the department the information that in the English examinations this 
district ranked third among the nineteen of the island. This result was due to the 
faithful work of the three competent teachers of English in Arecibo. 

In the country it is impossible to secure buildings suitable for schoolhouses and 
we pay an exorbitant rental for the poorest accommodations. All of the graded 
schools in the district and several of the rural schools are furnished with modem 
desks and proper equipment, and I am hoping that the coming year will see an 
increased number of rural schools in like condition. 

Arbor Day was celebrated in the town of Arecibo by exercises in the theater, attended 
by all the pu])ils of the graded schools, after which trees were planted in the grounds 
of the Jefferson School. 

In Lares the graded schools united and held appropriate exercises in the Clay 
School. In all the rural schools of the district the day was properly observed. 

In both Arecibo and Lares Washington's Birthday was duly celebrated by the 
schools. In Arecibo the schools assembled in the theater, the president of the school 
board presiding. 

In Lares the exercises were held in the Clay School, and we were glad to have with 
us the principal and pupils of the Colegio Americano. 

On March 21 the commissioner of education, accompanied by Dr. De Garmo, of 
CorneW University, and Dr. Devine, of New York, visited Arecibo. Pedagogical con- 
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ferences were held in the afternoon and evening, and the large hall of the Alcaldia 
was crowded at both meetings. 

On May 15 we had the pleasure of receiving the commissioner and the secretary of 
the department in Lares. In accord with the courteous Porto Rican (mstom a num- 
ber of gentlemen on horseback met the commissioner an hour or so from town and 
escortea him. In the afternoon the Henry Clay School was dedicated with appro- 
priate exercises. 

There were in attendance all the graded and rural teachers of Lares, the pupils of 
the public schools, the principals and pupils of the Colegio Americano and of the 
Colegio Catolico Hispano- Americano. 

In the evening the teachers assembled at the Alcaldia to meet the commissioner. 
I am sure his words of kindly sympathy and advice were an inspiration to these 
teachers and will be long remembered. 

Of other educational forces not under my direction, I report the following: 

In Arecibo we have a small school for very young children. In Lares we have the 
Cole^o Americano, wuth 4 American teachers and 125 pupils, and the Colegio 
Catolico Hispano-Americano, with 54 pupils. In Arecibo I am glad to note the 
beginning of a public library. It is crowded every night and deserves aid. I am 
hoping the friends may contribute either books or money to help in making of this 
small beginning a strong educational factor. 

Our most pressing need is, of course, more schools. In this district there are 
20,000 children of school age, and we have 3,000 in school. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Frank S. Roberts, 

Superintendent of Schools. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Jnan, P. R. 



School District No. 16. 

UTrADO, P. R., June U, 190S. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report on the schools of the 
district for the academic year 1902-3. The district comprises the niunicnpalities of 
Utuado and Adjuntas. 

To illustrate the numerical ])rogress realized during the year, I present the follow- 
ing statistics: 



Teachers 1901-2. 



Teachers 1902-3. 





' Prin- 
cipal. 

.\ 1 
1 


Graded. 

8 
6 


Kn^-Ruml.' Total. ^?;^^^^^^ 

1 
1 , 11 i 21 1 9 
1 : 4 ! 12 1 6 


Eng-'Ajfricul- 
lish. 1 turnl. 


Rural. . Total. 

1 


In- 
crease. 


Utuado ... 
Adjuntas . 


2 ; 1 

2| 


21 i 31 
10 ; 19 


13 
7 


Total.. 


2 


14 


2 15 33 2 15 


4| 1 


31 1 .53 


20 



It is seen that 1 additional graded school has been opened and that the number 
of rural schools has more than (loubled. In June, 1902, there were 15 rural schools 
in the district, with a total enrollment of 787. In June, 1903, this number had grown 
to 31, with an enrollment of 1,633 pupils. 

In spite of this ra])id growth the fact remains that the demand for more s(^hools is 
still most insistently heard in the rural districts. Tliis is but natural when we con- 
eider that the proportion of inhalntants to each school is 375 in the towns and 1,842 
in the country. 

One deplorable feature of the local situation is that the cost of maintaining the 
present number of schools is beginning to weigh heavily upon the numicipalities. 
Owing to the fall in the price of coffee, the principal agricultural product of the 
district, and owing also to the lack of enterprise of the people in pinning all their 
hoj>es on the problematic return of good prices for the above product, while other 

?ursuits might give them quick and abundant profits, the towns of Adjuntas and 
'tiiado, from being the richest a few years ago, have come to be the most poverty 
stricken on the island. One town is now in a state of bankruptcy; the other is 
threatened with a like situation at no distant dav. 

The educational outlook of the district is cloucW in consetiuence of this economic 
prostration. Further increase in the number of schools is no longer i^oftsvUW. V\.y^ 
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not unlikely that hoiih* <»f thosi* that aro now optMi will have to be closed unless an 
uiifXiH'cted change presents itself in the situation. A possible renie<iy lies in tht- 
votiujr of adtlitional s<'hool taxes by the next k»gislature. 

The change of school boards which t(M)k i)lace at the ])e;irinninj3r of the calendar 
year as a result of tin* fall electicms marked the disaj)pearance of two very distinct 
()r>ranizations. To one of these the municipality of Ttuado it* indebte<i for the rapid 
jrr(»wth of its schooln. Its niembei*s were men not(»<i for their intelligence, ]mhlic 
spiritedness, ami for their indej)en«lence from any ])olitical or Helfi^h interests. The 
c(»ui*se of the other board was chtH'kere<l with nianv irregularities. In many respetts 
it showed an undue subservi(»nce to politics and an al)8oliite indifference to the 
welfare of the schools. 

The present school lH)ards an^ composed of men who so far have evinced good will 
and a desire to further the interests of educaticm. During the few months they have 
held ollice as many as 14 new s<'h<M>ls have been opene<l. As is to be expecte^l, 
however, of men who have bt*en cho.»<en ff>r their i)olitical rather than for their 
e<lucational ipialitications, they are little able to correctly anpreeiate the merit ami 
the needs (^f our school system. Their efforts ami their ammtion rarelv go beyond 
a perfunctory c(»mj)liance with their obligations as set forth in the school laws of 
the island. They are sadly wanting in initiative. Every needed change, every 
improvement, is effected only in response to an official indication and is often 
attended with ditHculty and delay. They 4lisplay a sincere desire for more schools, 
])Ut they do not always* re^ilize the nwessity of effivtively cooperating to such an en<l. 

A 4-room modern structure is now in course of erection in the town of Adjun- 
tas. When completed and turned over to the local Ixwird it will present a great 
improvement over the building now in use. It is to be regretted that a proposition 
of the department to erect an S-room schoolhouse in Utuado has failed through the 
inability of the town to stan<l one-half the cost of construction. 

The l-is buildings now in use as schoolhouses in this district are quite satisfactory 
from a comparative j)()int of view. They are in almost everv case the best to be 
obtained in the ri^spective localities. In some five or six mstances where those 
originally selected proved defective better ones were obtained without much difficulty. 

The efforts realized during the i)ast and present years toward supplying all school? 
with ade luate furniture have met with gratifying results. The town schools have 
the benefit of modern desks donated by the department. The rural schools are all 
supidied with long benches seating no less than 55 pupils, and with desks suf- 
ficient to a(!('ommodate at least four-fifths of that number. All this furniture is new. 
While it is neither modern nor comfortable, it is a matter of satis&ction that so much 
has been accomplished with the limited income at hand. Each school is further 
supplied with at lea.st one framed blackboard measuring in no case less than 3 by 8 
feet. Approximately one-fourth of the schools are still without clocks. In others 
little or no provision has been made for an adequate supply of fresh and pure drink- 
ing water. All these shortcomings will be overcome next year. A sufilcient amount 
hiLS already been set aside by the s<!hool boards for that purpose. 

The <]uality of the books and supplies received from the department for the free 
use of all ])ublic school pupils has been exceptionally good. The quantity was 
abundant until the end of the second term, when the opening of many new schools 
within a few weeks resulted in a momentary scarcity of material. 

1 beg to recommend, for next year, the introduction of a fuller treatise on nature 
study, a short manual of civics, and a text-book on agriculture for the benefit of 
teachers and pupils alike. 

I have been absolutely unable to meet the demands of the teachers for pedagog- 
ical literature. The circulating library at the department headquarters has no doubt 
proved highly beneficial to the teachers of San Juan and vicmity who are able to 
visit the library an<l personally select the works best adaptecl to each individual 
need. Its advantages are more' restricted in the case of the teachers of the remoter 
districts. It ought not to be a difficult matter next year to establish a modest 
library at each supervisor's head(]uarters. The money thus spent will yield abun- 
dant returns. The sending of a few well-selected pedagogical works by the depart- 
ment will form a nucleus which ought to develop rapidly through the cooperation oi 
the teachers. 

The handling and care of the books and supplies in many instances have been 
unsatisfactory. At the insistent re(iuest of parents, I authorized the teachers to 
allow the pupils of the higher grades the use of books for home study. Whatever 
educational gains may have resulted from such a practice have been greatly offset by 
the rapid deterioration of the books thus loaned. 

I am glad of an opportunity to acknowledge the earnestness and enthusiasm which 
has marked the work of the teachers of tins district throughout the year. With 
varying succeaa, but with never-iailmg Yi^art; «i\\vi V\>\, >\v^>j \\a.ve labored in the 
ard'uoiw task of educating their young com\\T\\\\e\\ «bXv^\a.>j\xv^^«ft*i\«feVKssMv^^^^ 




ARECIBO RURAL SCHOOL. 




UTUADO RURAL SCHOOL. 
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for the island's future welfare. Whatever, faults critics have laid at their door, none 
may question their devotion to duty and their eagerness to improve. The faults from 
which they suffer are the faults of the system under which they grew up. These 
have furthiBr developed owing to lack of appreciative surroundings. 

The shortcomings of the native teachers, if attention need again be called to them, 
may be summed up in saying that they are instructors rather than educators. Their 
method, as a whole, relies largely on memory and evinces very little originality. 
Their aim is apparently to form good pupils rather than good men. They make the 
mistake of lookmg upon the text lesson as a sufficient end in itself rather than as a 
means of training the child's faculties for a useful and an active life. The individ- 
uality of the pupil is seldom considered. Brought up under a system that laid 
emphasis on conformity to established beliefs and conditions, educational or political, 
they have not yet realized that their labors should tend toward developing self- 
reliance and initiative along the better lines of each pupil's individuality. 

These faults, serious as they are, are partially offset by a manifest determination 
to study and to adopt the better methods of the profession. A quick response is 
generally had to every indication and advice. "Do not go away yet, I should like 
you to see such a class; 1 should like to hear your opinion on such a particular," are 
words that still ring in my ears. Such a disposition shows beyond any doubt that 
the teachers have reached the first and indispensable step toward progress, a con- 
sciousness of their shortcomings and a corresponding desire to improve. 

Of the 49 teachers of this (listrict 24 began this year's work with no previous 
experience. Special attention and patience were at first demanded by these teachers. 
It speaks hopefully for the future of the island schools when it can be said that, 
taken on the average, these younger teachers are to-day as efficient as the older ones, 
and in promise and potentiality are far superior. Any difficulties had with them are 
'alleviated through the greater ambition and adapta])ility with which they are 
endowed. They are fast learning English. Not a few of them are saving money to 
go to the States to improve their knowledge of this language. At the examinations 
held on the 25th of April throughout the entire island to test the teachers' progress 
in English, the youngest teachers of the district, 29 in number, with an experience 
varying from two to nine months, obtained an average mark of 80 per cent, while 
the remaining 20 teachers, the greater part of whom had over four years' experience, 
obtained an average of but 53. 

The English classes held after the close of the day's session have been welVattended. 
They have had the special advantage of bringing to.2:ether the teachers of each 
municipality, resulting in a frequent exchange of views and a closer relationship 
with the supervisor. Much good, done in an unostentatious way, came from these 
meetings and contributed no little to the general progress of the schools. 

The American teachers have come to be looked upon as the exponents of the most 
accepted modern methods of whi(ih the native teachers have heard so frequently and 
which they yet so little understand. They, in a great measure, set up a standard 
which, for good or for evil, is reflected in the general march of the s(;hools. The work 
of the four American teachers assigned to this district has been uniformly good. 
Their influence has been felt in as well as out of the school. It has been no mean 
factor in the growing appreciation and spread of American ideas and methods. Three 
of them possessed a fair knowledge of Spanish, which added to their efficiency. 

The work of the agricultural school deserves more than a passing mention. It 
touches the very heart of the problem of lifting the island population to a higher and 
more independent plane of life. We are dealing with a people who are almost 
wholly estranged from nature, and who suffer from the direst poverty in the midst 
of unlimited wealth. To bring them back to a love of the soil, to teach them how to 
draw forth its resources with heart and with intellect, is certainly the most important 
feature of the educational problem of the island. 

The success of the Utuado School is an encouragement and a vindication of the 
department in })lanning such a line of work. It has been due to the intelligent and 
earnest endeavors of the teacher in charge. A native of Porto Rico, well acquainted 
with local conditions, a chemist and botanist of some repute, this teacher was able 
to arouse the interest and secure the cooperation of the authorities and peoi)le of the 
locality. Heartily in sympathy with his work, he has devoted much of his leisure 
time, and whenever neceasary he has sacrificed his own purse for the good of his 
school. In due time he had the land about the school fenced in and placed in a 
state of readiness to begin work. On every su]>sequent school day practical field 
work has been carried on. Some notions of scientific agriculture were acquired, the 
advantages of seed selection, irrigation, etc., were illustrated; but more important 
Btill, habits of work and industry were formed, the innate prejudice of parents and 
pupils against manual labor was overcome, and over fifty pupils were given a start 
on the road to independent manhood and efficient d\,\z.eTiaViV^. 

The work of the Utuado night school has been oi t\ie moe\. eV««\«vi\acc>j Vvw^. ''SNsv^ 
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may explain it8 success. Some seventy-five young men and women have learned to 
read and write in the course of the year. * English was also taught. The results, in 
many cases, were not in proportion to the interest shown in that branch, no doubt 
owing to the uncongenial daily occupations and the relatively advanced age of the 



pupils. 
Thei 



increase in the number of pupils is shown by the following statistics: 







School enrollment. 




Per cent of attend- 
ance. 




June, 1902. April, 1903. 


June, 1902. 


April, 1903. 




Boys. 

656 
300 


Girls. 

346 
225 


Total. 1 Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Utuado 


1 
1,002 I 1,001 
525 467 


627 
a99 


1,628 

7«Q 


75.03 
75.35 


80 44 


Adjuntus 


86 58 








Total 


956 


671 


1.527 1 1 468 ' ft4« ! Q 417 


75.15 


8'> 57 













The average number of pupils to each school was 49.33. Exception being made 
of the months of October and November, when many children of school age are 
employed in the coffee harvest, the attendance has been most satisfactory m the 
rural schools, in spite of the difficult means of communication and the extreme 
poverty of the district. In the towns no little apathy and negligence was met with 
on the part of parents. The authorities were little able and as little disposed to help. 
This ought not to be the case next year, and the mere knowledge that attendance 
can be made compulsory, according to the new law, ought to fill all our schools. A' 
notable improvement is noticed in discipline. 

Progress in class work has been satisfactory. It has been best in English. By 
giving more attention to original work, oral and written, and less to the mere hum- 
drum of text translation, which heretofore has retarded the progress of many schoolB, 
improvement has been more rapid and lasting. The more advanced class of oneol 
our town schools is well able to carry on all its studies in English. 

ProgreMs in arithmetic is comparatively weak, possibly more as a result of poor 
teaching than from a want of talent on the part of the pupils. Generally speaking, 
history and geography are poorly taught. These are often considered as mere memory 
exercises. In a few cases, with exceptionally good teachers, the progress in these three 
branches has been a good deal in the nature of a surprise. In map and free-hand 
drawing some of the pupils of the Utuado schools have shown remarkable aptitude. 

In all respects the native children are bright and responsive. Whenever progress 
in any given branch is slow the fault generally lies with the poor methods of the 
teacher. 

The new course of study proved a valuable if tardy help to the teachers. Strict 
compliance with all its provisions has been insisted upon in the graded schools. It 
has been of material assistance in doing away with much of the looseness of effort 
and waste of energy which marked the work of some teachers. Its definition of the 
scope of each year's work is succinct and precise. It is to be hoped that before lone 
similar courses of study will be issued for the benefit of the rural and agricultursu 
schools. 

Our public school system has come to occupy a deservedly high place in the esteem 
of the people of the island. Its efficiency is generally recognized. This has been 
effected gradually and in spite of the fact that almost every innovation, every step 
forward, has met with opposition and criticism. 

The main obstacle in our path to-dav is the lack of resources. Urgent demands 
for more schools are heard on every side. Neither the school boards nor the depart- 
ment of education are financially able to attend to more than a small fraction of 
these just demands. The educational situation of the district is illustrated by the 
following statistics: 



Total 
popula- 
tion. 



Population of school age. 



In public In private 
schools. 



Out of 



schools. I school. 

I. 



Total. 



Per cent 
of total 

population 
enrolled 

in schools. 



Per cent of 
population 

of Rchool 
age 

enroled. 



Utuado 

Ad juntas . , 

Total 



43,860 I 1,628 

19,484 I 789 



63,344 



2,411 



125 I 
75 I 



-h 



11,747 
5,4:36 



13,500 
6,300 



3.97 
4.43 



12.98 
18.70 



2Wi \ VT,V^ 



y Vi,«»l 4.12 



18.22 
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The few private schools deserve little attention as an educational factor. Their 
aim does not go beyond teaching reading, writing, and catechism to some two hun- 
dred children of tender age or delicate health. These have to begin everything 
anew whenever they are admitted into the public schools. 

The above statistics show that of seven children of school age only one finds admis- 
sion into the schools. To admit the remaining six would entail an expenditure 
which the island is absolutely unable to bear. The question of the hour, the dream 
of everyone who has the education and betterment of Porto Rico at heart, is for 
more money with which to prosecute our work. 

Respectfully submitted. 

M. A. DucoNT, 
Superhitendent of Schools. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R. 



School District No. 17. 

:Manati, p. R., June 15, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the annual report for the school year 1902-3. 

My work in this district began the 1st of September, 1902. 

Owing to the fact that the district has been reduced in size, and that one of the 
municipalities has been enlarged, it is difficult to make comparisons with last year. 
As now constituted the district comprises the three municipalities of Manati, Ciales, 
and Morovis. 





Principal. 


I 


Graded. 


Rural. 


English. 


Manati 


10 

•4 i 

3 1 


11 I 1 


Ciales 


12 1 


Morovis 


7 


1 



The territory now comprising this district had 33 schools during 1901-2; the pres- 
ent year it has 48, an increase of 15 schools over the previous year. 

For other details see statistical report. 

The changes brought about by the election last fall have been a source of continual 
disturbance with two of the three school boards in this district. The cause of this 
disturbance can be plainly traced to politics, a factor which seems bound to enter 
into the composition of many school boards. 

Politics, we are told, must not be allowed to enter into school matters. The truth 
is that nearly every teacher knows better than to apply for a school unless his 
political views coincide with those of the school board. Already many of my 
teachers are applying for schools in municipalities where they know their views in 
pK)litics are the same as the school board. It is a hard task in many respects to find 
suitable men for school boards, and it seems the task is growing more difficult. 
Honest, public-spirited, and intelligent men are not easily found, and if found there 
are so many trivial excuses given for not wanting to serve that one is driven almost 
to despair. ' It is real wide-awake, public-spirited men we want, men who will take 
an active working interest in the public welfare. We need these school boards. 
They are the connecting link between the department of education and the people 
who support the schools. They could be a great help. They could save supervisors 
and the department an immense amount of work and worry with little loss of time 
to themselves. 

At present the supervisor has to keep an eye on their accounts; he has to talk with 
all his powers of persuasion to get the budget made large enough to cover the most 
urgent needs. He has first to tell what is lacking in buildings and furniture, and 
then insist, forcibly at times, that his reciuests be attended to, and now the new law 
makes the supervisor a party to trace out the political intricacies of any new candi- 
date nominated to fill a vacancy. 

This political annex in the new law has some bad features; it narrows the powers 
to choose the best men in the community; it imposes a very unpleasant duty upon 
the supervisor; and above all it opens the school law to political intrigue. 

I am satisfied that the supervisor could attend to all the duties of school boards 
with far less time and trouble than he now has to bestow upon them, and with prompt- 
I and less expense, and at the same time eliminate politics. 
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Tlit» m'h<M»l ImiMingH at* a rule are fairly jfoo<l and of goocl size, but often unsuitable 
for H4*li(H)l pur|M)H(v. 

The furnitun' in very iMM)r aufi inade(|uate. The Htand now being taken to have 
all hcIiooIh well eijuipiKHi l>efore any new Hchools may be opened is an excellent one. 

Mornvin and ('iaU»H jwiy from 5|^3 to $o per month for rural buildings, while Manati 
ittivH from $.'> to $8 a month for no better ones. In some instances $5 rent is paid for 
hoUhK*H that ar*» not worth over $40. This is plainly a wawte of public money and has 
caust*d some sharp criticism. 

('unsi<lerni>j the numlH»r of schools and the easy means of communication, there 
are very few improvtMi <lesks in the district. Manati (including the new schooihouse) 
has :>i)r>: (Males, 21H); Morovis, 275; total, 840. 

Not a school in the distri<'t, except those in the new building at Manati, haa 
anything: near the eipiipment necessary. More desks are nee<led in every case. 
Many do n«>t have any pre{)aration for drinking water. Several schools in Morovis 
are yet without lM)okcases. 

Itis diflicult to ju<lge a teacher's ability in all respe<*ts when so many things are 
lacking:. 

The supply of Ixioks and other material has been liberal, and every effort has been 
nuide to supply every school with all that was needed. The flag is highly appreciated 
and has a very go(xl influence. 

It seems that this district has had more than its share of poor and inexperienced 
teachers this year. Among: the 48 there were 14 good, 12 fair, 10 inexperienced, and 
12 ancient. They have, without exception, made an honest effort to do the best they 
possibly could under the cin*um stances. Order has improved very much, but the 
old custom of stu<lying aloud is still practiced by many when they think the super- 
visor is at a safe distance. 

Many teachers do not seem to have any idea of what progress the pupils should 
make, ami seldom insist upon downright hard work. Very few punish a pupil in 
any way f' )r failure to have lessons prepared. The same may be said regarding attffflf- 
ance. If a i)uj)il is tardy or does not attend, little is said about it. I have ofteo 
noticed how (piickly the attendance improves after a teacher is told that if abetter 
attendance is not given the school will be closed. 

There are some as good teachers as could be expected, teachers who want a fall 
school and are ])()un(l to have it. They try to see how much they can accomplish, 
not how little they can do. They have definite plans outlined, and work to reach 
the highest point possible. They take the written work of their pupils home and 
correct it during si)are moments, handing it back to the pupils next day. Theyread 
and study and are prepare<l to illustrate and discuss the various important points 
brought out in class. They do not talk in a loud, boisterous voice during the entire 
class period, letting the pupils sit listless and idle. The class has been given ale^on 
that must be learned, and now the class must do the talking. Lucky are the boys 
and girls who have such a teacher. 

Considering the home surroundings and lack of home restraint, the pupils are very 
easy to manage. There is a very siiiall percentage of what could be called unruly or 
vicious pupils. The great fault in government lies with the teacher. Too many 
tea"hers lack firmness, they are afraid that they may offend the parents if they punish 
a pupil. 

The great outcry about corporal punishment is ridiculous. The mode of punish- 
ment as outlined by the law is so surrounded by safeguards that little use of it will 
ever be made. The main benefit in the law is that now the teacher has a right under 
certain C(jnditions to punish an unruly pupil, while heretofore he did not, and often 
the pupil would laugh at the teacher it he threatened to punish. Another thing, 
those of us who have been here long enough have seen how the old-time Spanish 
teachers punished pupils beyond all reason, and now the people seem to think we 
are going straightway to those old-time abuses. Porto Rican children are, as a rule, 
very bright, and make remarkable progress with a good teacher, but they are not all 
so bright. There is a good large percentage of the dull, stupid kind. There should 
be some provision made by which these drones could be dismissed from a school so 
hat others capable of improvement could take their places. 

There are several small private schools in the towns throughout the district. The 
largest of these is the Catholic Sisters' School in Manatf, which has an attendance of 
about fifty pupils. 

Home influences have a great and lasting effect upon the young. Reading matter 
of any kind, and especially that suitable for children, is seldom seen in the Porto 
Rican home. What a great benefit the children would receive if they could have 
access to some good story paper or books. It would keep them at home and teach 
them many valuable lessons. They would read aloud to their parents. This would 
create new thoughts and ideas. 
In closing this report let it be underaU^cyOL lYvaA. \.Yvei njo^V qI ^^ ^s^^w^^^XsJJ^^xi.'ia^ 
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whole, is satisfactory. The progress in most cases is good. There is a demand for 
schools, but in many respects too little interest is taken in those already opened. 
There is a trying situation in this district at the present time, where the new school 
boards wish to change so many teachers and change the location of many school- 
houses, and where even the membership of the board is changed every few months. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Edgar L. Hill, 
Superintendent of ScJiooIs. 
The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. K. 



School District No. 18. 



ToA Alta, p. R., June 15, 1903. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit my annual report for the school year 1902-3. 
The following tables are presented in order that the number of schools and pupils 
in this district may be seen: 



ToftAlta... 
Vega Baja . 

Total. 





Schools. 






Pupils. 
Rural. 

816 
578 




Town. 


1 Rural. 


Total. 


Town. 


Total. 


9 

8 


18 
13 


27 
21 


379 
384 


1,195 
962 


17 


31 


48 


763 


1,394 


2,157 



This is the enrollment taken from the reports of my last visits to each school, most 
of them being for the month of April. 





Schools. 


Pupils. 




Town. 


Rural. 


Total. 

27 
21 


Town. 


Rural. 


Total. 


Itoa Alta 


9 

8 


18 
13 


293 
267 


615 
498 


908 


Vega Ba j a 


765 






Total 


17 


31 


48 


560 


1,113 


1,673 





The above figures represent the attendance I found upon my last visit to all schools 
in my district. There was at that time an average of 45 pupils for each grade, w ith 
an average attendance of 73J per cent. 

In order to show the progress made during the past year I will give the first classi- 
fication of pupils made on my first visit to each graded school and the last one made 
on my last visit, as follows: 



Papils in graded schools at begin- 
ning of year 

Pupils in graded schools at close 
of year 



First Second! Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh 



grade. , grade. | grade, grade, grade, grade. 



369 I 
102 



298 I 
186 



122 
174 



48 
139 



15 
101 I 



grade. 



Total. 



681 
763 



Total number of rural schools which have a fourth grade is 6. All the rest of my 
mral schools have third grade, less 6, 3 of which were recently opened. 

It is remarkable that according to the data of the first table the enrollment for 
each rural school is also 45 pupils, and according to the second table the attendance 
for rural schools gives an average larger than that of graded schools, being 80 per 
cent. 

Self-control in the pupils is being so encouraged that it is a pleasure to remain in 
most of the schools watching the pupils at their tasks. They appear to love both 
the school and their teacher. 

In some barrios many pupils are not dressed with the cleanliness to be desired, 
owing to the poverty of their parents. Their health is good, when we consider the 
bad condition of their huts, that they are fed on vegetables, bananas, and sweet 
potatoes, and have no notion of hygiene. This is a prool ot U\^ ^oo^ ^a.\xv\ax^ ^«^^- 
oitions of our mountain distnctQ and of the beneftciaV Tee\x\\» ol \)aft \»\v^«vqsvS. ^^j^^^^^sRi 
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which must be made by them in getting their food and water and in going to and 
from the school. 

The Hacriflces which these children make in order to attend school are wonderful. 
They are obliged to walk many miles twice a day, barefooted, and sometimes 
witlJout having })reakfasted. They do this through mountains, calling the lower 
ones plains or valleys and the bad roads good, because they have never seen any 
others better. 

The schools are placed in private houses rented for this purpose, with the excep- 
tion of one building erecte<l by the department for the iwricultural school of Toa Alta. 

The graded school of Toa Baja is comjKJsed of two brick houses with a yard between. 
This yard in dry weather is full of dust, and in wet weather is muddy. It has six 
rooms, of which three are fairly suitable for school purposes. 

That of Vega Alta is the building formerly occupied by the town council. It is in 
need of repair, and if repaired would make a fairly good three-room school. 

The school house of Toa Alta is a large and old one. Some alterations should be 
made, by which I l)elieve we could obtain four or five good rooms, instead of three 
poor ones as under present conditions. 

The schoolhouse of Corozal is rented for |28 a month. The local board owes a 
great deal of last year's rent, and they can not, therefore, oblige the owner to repair 
it. I succeeded in having him do some repairing, but he finally said he would not 
spend more money, as he would not recover it. 

Dorado schoolhouse has l)een the whole year without a roof on the balcony and 
with many holes in the walls. I succeeded in having the owner make two water- 
closets, one for girls and another for boys. Three of the rooms in this school are not 
large enough. 

In the graded schools of Corozal, Vega Alta, and Dorado there is no water for the 
children to drink or for other purposes. In those of Vega Baja and Toa Alta there 
is water, but in that of Toa Alta there are neither filters nor drinking cups. In the 
Vega Baja school I succeeded in getting these from the president of 3ie local school 
board. 

The majority of the rural schools are roofed with palm leaves or matojos, and only 
six of the schools of Corozal have zinc roofs. Dorado rural schools are bad and small, 
and those of Vega Alta are in the same condition. Vega Baja schools are fair, and 
those of Corozal, with one exception, are good. 

The ' ^hools of this district are so badly equipi)ed that, with the exception of some 
in Cor ^al and Vega Baja, the majority of them have neither benches enough for the 
pupils, clocks, tables, desk for teachers, nor good bookcases. Some teachers had a 
box to sit on. ^• 

The local boards never visit the schools nor have anything to do with the teachers, 
except when making appointments. 

Some of the rural schools are not in the best location, because it is a problem in 
many cases to secure a house well located. They tried to remove one of my schools 
which had a full enrollment and attendance and was located in one of the best houses, 
but I fought against this, my action being sustained by the department. Ever}' 
time I visit some rural schools either the teacher or the owner of tne house calls my 
attention to the fact that the rent is not paid regularly. 

Due to the provisions of the new school law, the local boards will be obliged to do 
their duty in school matters, but generally speaking and with but few exceptions 
they have to be advised and encouraged to act fairly. 

The school boards of Toa Alta and Vega Baja used their best endeavors to secure 
from these municipalities the 20 per cent for school purposes and the school tax. 

The teachers of English do their duty, being models of good work and good will, 
and only one teacher of English gave me any trouble. 

The greatest average in the examination in English was attained by my rural 
teachers, being 67 per cent, although most of them did not attend the classes of Eng- 
lish regularly. This was due to the fact that they have to teach English every day 
in their respective schools. It is a pit^ that many teachers did not take advantage 
of the English classes. To avoid this m future I respectfully ask that you instruct 
teachers of English to keep a record book, marking the attendance of teachers and 
granting good marks to those who attend punctually. 

The improvement in English is evident. I rejoice to hear the pupils in the country 
wishing nie good morning and asking questions in English when they meet me. All 
of them are anxious to learn English well. You will see the pupils' work in English 
this month. 

The Porto Rican teachers as a rule have done good work, as is shown by the classi- 
fication of their pupils, their pupils' work, the enrollment and attendance, and the 
enthusiasm of some i)arents who at first did not want to send their children to Ameri- 
ca/2 Bchoole, not believing in their reawte and \Xvvii\Lva% >Ctkfc^ ^^x^ s[i:y3Ki only to teach 
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pupils to jump, to march, and to sing. I had to speak prudently and forcibly every- 
where to parents, and some teachers also. They now confess we are right; tnat their 
pupils learn how to read and to write in months, while with the old methods which 
they loved so much they needed years; that pupils now fight to go to school, while 
before, in a great many cases, they did so crying; that pupils now are learning to 
think for themselves, while there are still some teachers who have to look to another 
to write an important letter for them. 

One of the things I have watched very carefully is my teachers' conduct. On 
every occasion I have spoken to them on this subject, and I have the pleasure of 
reporting to you that all my teachers who are receiving certificates desire to become 
models of good moral character. 

All my teachers have had programmes which they have carefully followed. I have 
visited my schools very often, and on no occasion have I found a school closed after 
twenty mmutes past 9 or before 3 o'clock. There is always an exception, however. 
One teacher appeared once at 10 o'clock, but I reported this fact and afterwards he 
became one of tne most punctual teachers. 

If there are to be substitute teachers in accordance with the provisions of the 
school law, it would be very convenient that some teachers of my district should be 
advised to attend the normal school during some months. They are doing their 
best, but they have not had sufficient opportunities for advancement. 

The agricultural schools are the only schools completely equipped. In the graded 
schools of the towns there are American desks, owing to the generosity of the depart- 
ment of education, for the municipalities of this district are too poor to buy furniture 
or erect schoolhouses. With 100 more desks the graded schools will have enough. 

The department of education has supplied all the necessary books and material for 
schools. No effort has been spared to give the schools books, flags, maps, globes, etc. 

All legal holidays have been duly celebrated; Washington's Birthday and Arbor 
Day being the most successful. 

The agricultural school in my district I do not think has been successful. We had 
to fight the school board to succeed in erecting a very poor fence without a gate, and 
at the end of the year there were many plants but little fruit. 

Two night schools were opened — one m Vega Baja and the other in Vega Alta. 
Alter two months they had to be closed for lack of attendance. There are plantations 
in Vega Baja and Vega Alta, and the pupils attended the schools until they had to 
give up going to school on account of tne work on the plantations. 

Forty-nine of my teachers attended the conferences held in the theater of San Juan. 
They also attendee! the exhibit held in the Lincoln School. After this I have had 
the pleasure of seeing in some schools of my district small exhibits prepared by the 
teacher himself. 

I am pleased to be able to report that all my graded and rural schools are mixed 
and that I have had no complamts. 

There are twice as many children of school age as the schools will hold. In Corozal 
three large and populous barrios have no schools, and the rural schools there have 
always a full enrollment and attendance. 

In Vega Baja the department opened two new rural schools in March. In a week 
both were filled up, though one of them is located in a barrio where there is another 
rural school with full enrollment and very good attendance. In this respect, as in 
all others, the rural schools of Dorado are the worst of all. 

In conclusion, I beg to extend my grateful thanks to you and all the members of 
the department of education for kindly advice and assistance received. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Andres Rodriguez y Diaz, 

Superintendent of Schools, 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juany P. R. 



School District No. 19. 

Bayamon, p. R., July i, 1903. 

Sir: It is both a duty and a pleasure to submit the fourth annual report of the 
public schools of the district of Bayamon. 

The work of the schools this year, as compared with that of last, shows not only a 
steady normal progress on the part of teachers and children but a distinctly marked 
feeling of interest and enthusiasm among the parents and friends of education — a 
feeling that has manifested itself very strongly at times in various ways for the bet- 
terment of conditions. 

8611—04 11 
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('«»nHi(U»ral»lf pn)>rri»w it* to l)e nottnl in the character of buildines furnished by the 
a4-h«M>l iMjanl" in the rural diHtrict**. Ahnot^t without exception tliey are large,' spa- 
noUH, ami nnMU»ratrly well e<|uipjHMl. In Home schools in the country districts a 
IMitroiij-' cniuiiiittee ha** cooperate*! with the l)oanl and furnished, free of cost, many 
denirahie appnrtenancvs, such as lilterH, clocks, caU bells, etc. I am pleased to say 
that there is nu rural scIhmiI in this district without its little school garden, with flow- 
ery and vt»>retables carefully waten^l and tmded by the children. Within, the rooms 
anMidoriKMl with pirturt»s and engravings of all kinds. We acknowledge gratef ully 
the gift of MKiny pictun^s sent by the children of the public 8cho<.>l8 of the city of 
St. Louis, and HK) handsome lithographs of Thomas Jefferson, enough to supply 
every scIhm)! in the district, the generous gift of the St. l^uie Jefferson Club. 

All of the rural s<hool buildings nrv rented at prt»sent by tlie school l)oard, and I 
wouM ri'connnend that as soon as i>()ssible stefw l)e taken for the erection of a certain 
nundH-r nt rural schools each year by the lM:)ard, from a fund to be set a^^ide annually 
for this purjMiw*. 

The dedi<ation of the new graded sclKud building of four rooms at Bayamon, the 
gift of the department of tMlucation, was made the occasion of a magnificent school 
display. The mayor declared a public holiday, and assembled thousands attended 
the dedicatory exercises, listening with much mterest and attention to the addresses 
delivered by His Kxcellency (Governor William H. Hunt; Dr. Samuel M. Lindsay, 
commissioner of education; lion. Jose 0. Barbosa, and others. The schools furnished 
a marching line of nearly 2,tHK) children, and the procession, with the inspiring music 
of the insular police band and the waving of flags, will \ye long remembered by all 
who were pn»sent. 

l^verv civic organization in the city was represented by committees, and the tri- 
umphal arches and house decorations made a magnificent sight. 

By a vote of the ayuntamiento the use of the town hall of Toa Baja has been 
iriven to the school board for school purposes next year, and the lower part of the 
building will be remodeled and rearranged for tfie use of the kindergarten wrf 
I)rimary classes. 

The agricultural work in the district will be supplemented by the erection of a 
new agricultural school at Naranjito, thus filling a long-felt want. The junto 
escolar has provided for the placing of an American school of three teachers in tk 
town of Bayamon and will furnish a small building for the use of industrial clasees. 

The town council has also passe<l a resolution increasing the per cent of receipts 
available for school purposes from 15 per ce..t to 20 per cent and le\'ied 1 mill 
special tax for the erection of a new school building at Catano and another in 
Bayamon. 

During 1903 wc^ added seven new graded and rural schools to our number and still 
we need many more. With barrio districts long and wide, schools should be planted 
at such intervals that children will not be obliged to spend hours in coming from and 
going to school. With the interest and enthusiasm manifested by the Porto Rican for 
education it seems a pity that progress should be obliged to wait and linger on the 
impoverished condition of the municipal treasury. 

We could easily put 2, (XX) more children at school in this district if we had but the 
means. In spite oi the increased per cent for school taxes voted by the mimicipal 
council, we regret to say that to properlv care for the schools alread}^ opened wesluill 
be obliged next year to deny many applications from crowded districts for the open- 
ing of new schools. The department has given us all the aid in its power, the tax- 
payers have done all possible, and still we stand helpless with a situation of suffering 
that we may not ameliorate staring us in the face. 

The enrollment and attendance in some districts has been greatly bettered this 
year, while in others, from local causes, it has fallen below the normal unit. How- 
ever, on the whole we are pleased to be able to report a better showing than last year. 
A peculiar situation confronted this district with the b^inning of the work of the 
construction of the new road from Bayamon to Comerio. The poorer classes along the 
line of the road found ready employment, and leaving their homes followed the con- 
struction, living with their families temporarily in little palm-thatched shacks. Thus 
one school would lose as many as 20 children, perhaps, while the school in the adjacent 
barrio would gain 20, and so on down the line of construction in an ever-increasing 
ratio, playing havoc with regularity of attendance and enrollment. With the com- 
pletion of the road and the return of the workmen to their homes the strained situa- 
tion will be relieved. 

The work of agriculture has been pursued with decided zest by both teacher and 
pupils in the school set apart for this experiment in Hato Lejas. From seed fur- 
nished from the department rotating crops have been grown throughout the year, 
ii/xperiments with fertilizers and shade have been tri^ and much valuable expe- 
n'ence hai been gained. 
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The boys cheerfully work in the gardens and the parents are ver^ much pleased 
with the results. At the beginning of the year we were troubled with theft of the 
ripening crops, but a vigilance committee, composed of the fathers of the children, 
was at once organized and since then, through their efforts, nothing has been dis- 
turbed on the ground. A special report on this work sent to the department of 
supervision will serve to illustrate what we are accomplishing. 

SPECIAL REPORT, MARCH 11, 1903. 

Crops looking well, but the changa is a great hindrance. Fine crop of radishes 
finished. Crops now in and doing well are beans, three kinds, watermelon, cucum- 
bers, sweet potatoes, peas, lettuce, tomatoes, peppers, parsley, and corn. Nearly one 
hundred banana plants of various kinds have been planted and are doing well. Five 
hundred pineapple plants are arranged in beds and growing finely. Continual 
transplanting is necessary because of the ravages of changa. 

Experiments now bein^: tried — guard cup planting with cotton seed; naphthalin in 
{)lant bfed of cabbage against changa; lime in cucumber beds as fertilizer and insec- 
ticide. Fifty boxes have been ordered and will be delivered as needed to try anti- 
cbanga experiments. 

Tobacco culture under cloth and especial fertilizer experiments in the forcing of 
srowth have been tried with excellent results. Taken all in all, the agricultural work 
jm the district has not only been fraught with good results, but more, it has attracted 
the attention of the small truck farmers in the neighborhood, and they have greatly 
profited from much of the work of the school. 

Our district has used much material in its educational development, we trust, 
with fair results. Following out the ideas of the commissioner, we deemed it better 
to send out every available book on an educative mission rather than to let it lie 
inert in our warehouse. We have also used very freely of the paper, pencils, ink, 
rulers, etc., furnished us by the department. Considering the results that have been 
given us by the schools in the marked improvement of work, as evidenced by speci- 
mens for the exposition in Bayamon, neither books nor material have been neglected 
or wasted. 

Evening school work has been restricted to the town of Catano, where two teachers 
have been at work with good results during the entire year. The Spanish classes have 
been well attended and the pupils have gained umch. The English classes have 
also been successful, the good attendance attesting the enthusiasm of both pupils 
and teacher. 

In this connection I might state that a special class devoted to drawing and clay 
modeling has been in successful operation in the same school at Catano for some 
months, the teacher, an old instructor in the normal school under the Spanish regime, 
givine his services gratuitously, and the expense of equipment and material being 
cheertuUy provided for by private subscription. 

It is my pleasurable duty to again present to the commissioner the very efficient 
service rendered by the board of education of this district. 

The past year witnessed a change in the membership of the board, but I am 
pleased to state that the present board has endeavored to exceed the good work of 
last year's board. New equipment has been provided, needed reforms have been 
instituted, and the individual members have vied with each other in their devotion 
to the self-sacrificing interests of their work. The orders of the department have 
not only been met in the most kindly spirit, but the accomplishment of each desire 
has been made a special charge. 

The teachers of this district as a whole have faithfully labored to carry out the 
instructions of the department and the superintendent and to do honest, efficient 
work. 

Our supervision has been as close as the great amount of territory which we have 
to cover would permit. As in other years, by means of regular monthly visits, grade 
meetings, and special model classes and institutes, we hav*^ reached the great bulk of 
our workers. 

Very early in the year we met the necessity of combining as much pedagogical 
training with our supervision as we could possibly crowd into the fair measure of 
time allotted to each monthly visit, and perhaps a brief history of the work pursued 
may be interesting. 

Once a month there was placed in the hands of each teacher a written list of faults 
that needed correction in that particular school, as well as suggestions offered for the 
betterment of existing conditions. For instance, here are some of the suggestions: 

1. Each pupil should study independently of his neighbor. Do not permit copying. 

2. Show your children how to study. They need your help to the end that no 
time may be wasted. 
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:J. Tlie t^jai^her Hhoiild pivi)are every leasoii before attempting to teach it. 

4. Speak to your piipiln in a natural tone of voice. Encoufiige a cheerful spirit in 
all HchiM)! work. 

5. RiMneuiber that (rhil<lren are children and need assistance in many ways; but 
that the most vaiual)le work for a pupil under wise guidance is the work which he 
d(H»M for himself. 

(i. What your children grow to be is worth more than what they live to know. 

This will give a fair idea of the range of the suggestions. The criticisms, a few, 
were these: 

Do not work on your school reciords and reports during school hours. 

KtH'p your classes supplieil with proper work. Have a carefully prepared pro- 
gramme an<l follow it closely. 

Talk little and in a natural tone of voice, but do much in school. 

Do not allow pointless (rornu'tions by pupils. 

Do not iH'rmit irrelevant (piestions. 

Do not wander from the subject-matter of your recitation. 

Do not <hvell upon what jnipils already know. 

Do not stop class work to attend to an individual case of discipline save where 
absolutely necessary. 

In the work of iHi'ttering the s -hools, especially the rural schools, early in the year 
we gave this order: 

If our rural teachers will teach well reading, writing, and arithmetic, with geog- 
raphy and history in appropriate grades once a week, this is all that the commissioner 
will expect us to do. 

We found this sugge^stion necessary because very frequently we meet rural schools 
whose daily programme might serve as a model for that of a* university. 

Concerning methods, we began with the work in reading. By means of grade 
meetings and model classes we retjonstructed the work, so that to-day a fair measure 0/ 
really excellent expression in the reading lessons may be met throughout the district 
It is a pleasure to hear some of the classes read. In passing by one of the rural schools 
near the pueblo a short time ago I encountered a great crowd gathered about the 
door. ( Quietly dismounting 1 stood on the outskirts of the group to see what attracted 
their attention. A little fellow in one of the classes was reading a humorous extract 
fiom the day's lesson, and he so entered into the spirit of his work and with such 
excellent expression and such perfe(;t mimicry that the audience outside applauded 
and stayed interestedly until the close of the work of the class. This was a rural 
school, and 1 am pleased to say in behalf of our faithful workers that we have many 
such in the district. 

Arithmetic has also had its share of attention. We have endeavored to sapplant 
the labored manipulation in mechanical processes and aimless groping in concrete 
work with rapidity of action and clear-cut logi(»l reasoning in practical problems. 

In writing the teachers have been assiduous in the correction of individliial errore, 
and by this means a general uniformity of excellence has been attain&i. 

Geography has been well taught and considerable attention has been paid to map 
work. 

AVe have carried, in some localities, special developments that the teachers have 
been particularly interested in, and we have allowed full play to educational thought 
and action where well limited and well directed along pedagogical lines. We have 
aimed strongly in our work to develop thought and form correct habits. As before 
expressed, the formation of character is the thing aimed at, and though at times the 
full measure of grade work has not been completed, I am pleased to say that the work 
of character building as best understood by our teachers has never halted. 

The English examinations have come and gone, leaving not as was thought 
a horrible nightmare, but rather a feeling of interest and security. The results 
of the examination, though not as satisfactory as we had hoped to have had thera, 
still on the whole were generally good. The teachers came to classes regularly, be 
it said to their credit, without threats or entreaties. Out of about sixty, sixteen 
failed to reach the re(|uired standard. Some surprisingly high per cents were gotten 
by those who studied faithfully and earnestly. And the district received the first 
prize in the graded teachers' class, as well as honorable mention in the rural teach- 
ers' class. The rural teachers deserve much credit for the interest shown by their 
attendance in the classes, some of them coming miles over almost impassable roads, 
wading streams, and crossing mountains. In marked contrast to this eamestnes 
and assiduity was the negligence and indifference of another class, who with advan- 
tages at their door failed to avail themselves of excellent privileges and opportu- 
nities, and what is far worse neglected preparation and study. 

The examination was merely a voluntary test given by the department, which in 



or 
tio: 



m 

miV 

Tl 

inn 

tioiii 

h: 

bv, 
if 
ia< 
tffec 
and 

n 

las 
the I 

tiOQi: 

Hon. 
Iher, 

itb. 
dih 
feiii 

\ 
H 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 165 

way affected a teacher's certificate; but the junta escolar of this municipality has 
cided by resolution that no teacher who received a mark lower than that set by 
e department in this examination may teach in this district next year until he 

she shall have made good the deficiency. And to this end a special examina- 
n will be given in the month of September before the beginning of the first term 
the new school year, in which all those who failed must participate to the end 
it their per cents may be bettered. There is, consequently, just now a special 
erest in English being manifested by those who before fondly imagined that they 
^ht overlook a duty. 

?his district held its first annual exposition of school work this year. We are all 
a believers in the school exhibit, and this valuable feature of the year's educa- 
:ial fruitage had the loyal support of graded and rural teachers alike. Owing to 
; lack of available spjace, our exi)osition was restricted to the work of the graded 
ools, and of these sixteen sent in work in language, history, arithmetic, geogra- 
^, drawing, clay modeling, paper model making, color work, etc. 
^he work exhibited was certainly a credit to the teachers. The mechanical phase 
3 really a surprise to me. I'he writing was neat, clear cut, and legible. The good 
5Ct of the change of system this jrear snowed itself in the excellence of the results, 
I there was a noticeable uniformity that was pleasing because it marked a general 
aggie for perfection. 

?he plan of exhibit which placed the work of similar grades side by side irre- 
jctive of towns brought this out to a marked degree. The value of the meeting 
3 greatly enhanced by the presence of the commissioner and the inspector-general, 
> lormer delivering an address abounding in timely advice and valuable sugges- 
ts, and the latter discussing the practical side of the display in a strong argument, 
n. Jos^ C. Barbosa also delivered an eloquent oration on patriotism in education, 
ere is no need here to dwell upon the value of the exhibit. It suffices to say that 
urnished the teachers of the entire district with a common ground for interchange 
thought, brightening of ideas, stimulating of energies, comparison of methods, 
ning of acquaintanceships, and promotion of confidence that no other phase could 

'h.e American visiters commented upon the positive signs of awakening and the 
Hlity of development, as well as the general excellence of the work. A promi- 
^t Pennsylvania educator, after spending some hours in a critical examination, 
1: "Well, it surpasses my understanding how Porto Rico produces such work in 

years of training. What will she do in ten?" 

Nvould respectfully recommend the compilation of a special course of study for 
*•! schools. The need is so self-evident as to require no discussion here. 
- uniform programme of both graded and rural schools would give golden fruitage 
-conomy oi time and value of results. 

*- department examination set for the various grades above the fourth and given 
h.e close of the year to the various districts would result to a certain degree in 
ing uniformity to the annual certificates with which pupils now pass from grade 
grade. 

L am pleased to state that the work of public education in the Bayamon district is 
ly supplemented by a cole^io conducted by the Catholic Sisters of Charity, who 
ve nearly one hundred children under their charge, mostly internes or homeless 
phans, who are clothed, fed, and taught. 

The Church of Christ has also a Protestant orphan asylum for girls, where over 
ty little ones are well cared for and educated along strong, rational lines. The 
3ool connected with this institution is in charge of a capable, experienced teacher 
>m the States, and much good is being accomplished. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to return thanks to the Department for its kindly sym- 
thy and support during the past year. 
Respectfully submitted. 

0. H. Wood, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R. 
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Exhibit III. 

REPORTS ON SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND ON SPECIAL ^VORK. 
INSrLAR NORMAL SCHOOL. 
Report of the Principal. 

Rio Piedras, P. R. , July 6, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report on the work of the 
insular normal school for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1902, and ending Jane 
30, 1903, this work embracing the summer school for teachers of 1902 and the regular 
normal term of nine months connnencing September 29, 1902. 

The sunmier school for teachera opened July 7, 1902, and continue<l eight weeks. 
The object of this school was to make the teachers of the lowest grade in onr schools 
more thorough in arithuictic, American history, English language, Spanish grammar, 
geography, and pedagogy; to give them eight weeks of practice in the best methods 
of teaching these studies, and new work in physiology and physics. To this end all 
teacher^! of this grade were offered certificates which would entitle them to teach \h% 
next higher grade in school work, provided they passed examination in all these 
studies with an average of 70 per cent, and if re(!eiving this average they did not fall 
below 50 per cent in any single study. This offer was sant out from"^ the normal 
school in Mari-h, with the offer of text- books on physiology and physics to all who 
would immediately apply for admission to this summer school and would study to 
prepare themselves beiorehand for the work. 

In respon.se to this call there were 309 applications. Six hundred and eighteen 
books were immediately mailed to these applicants by the department of educjiwu, 
and then was comnienced a correspondence between the principal of the normal school 
and each of these teachers, resulting in the grouping of them in proper classes by 
mail, and the organization of the school before its arrival, so that all the time of the 
eight weeks could be devoted to class work. This was so far accomplished that the 
school was in running order two hours after its opening, with all books issued and all 
classes in working condition. 

But I must (;ontess that all applicants were not present. As is usual in Porto Rico, 
we had encountered at the outset the obstacle of poverty, and although 309 had hoped 
to be present and had studied to this end, only 204 could raise the money necessary 
for travel and board. Of this number, too, some had overastimated their financial 
ability or the promises of friends — or their strength to continue the severe course of 
study during the heat of the summer — and 30 gralaally dropped from the list, leaving 
174 present at the final examinations. Only 21 of thes? faded to reach the required 
70 per cent, and 153 were made happy by the receipt of certificates to teach a graded 
school. 

Of this work of this school I desire to sp^ak in terms of unqualified praise. Both 
professors and pupils were zealous and enthusiastic to the end of the term. Never 
have I seen pupils work harder or submit to greater privations in the effort to improve 
themselves, and our professors — l Porto Ricans and 5 A:nericans — worked faithfully 
to the same end. 

The physical ex3rcis3S, with the use of the doucha bith, which we worked rapidly 
to introduce into this course, was received well and used with keen appreciation by 
both men and women. All things conspired to make this short course for teachers 
profitable to themselves and highly beneficial to the educational interests of the 
island in general. But while I write this I should not be doing my whole duty if, 
at the same time, I did not note that there is an opposite point of view to be taken 
account of in a summer school of this character, and it is this: Short-term school?, 
with the same rewards attached as are given for the long term of the regular normal 
course, place the latter in an unfavorable light to the eyes of the w^ould-be teacher. 
True, the graduates of these short-term schools do not receive just the same standing 
in the community, and students in these schools do not receive certificates for what 
they actually acquire of knowledge during the eight weeks but for what they have 
previously learned; yet it is too difficult to insist upon or direct the previously 
acquired knowledge, and the continuation of these sunnuer schools as a regular insti- 
tution would ultimately place them in unfair competition with the regular long term. 

The regular normal school term commenced September 29, 1902, the school having 
been largely organ i zed by correspondence during the summer session. In the class 
of the third year 5 presented themaelvea yjYio ^ex^, 3k.4YCL\ttftd by certificates of pro- 
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motion from the last examinations of the second year. In the class of the second 
year 21 were present, who were admitted by similar certifica,tes. In the class of the 
first year there were 60 applicants, part of whom were admitted by certificates from 
the preparatory class of the previous year and part by examinations. Those who 
were not able to pass these examinations of the first year constituted, as heretofore 
it has been the practice, the preparatory year class. This class numbered 50 at the 
opening of the term, and more were added during the first few months, while some 
dropped out from illness or inability, and others had to be sent out as they were 
found to be unprepared. 

The whole work of this year has been an advance over that of last year, with such 
an effort to raise the standard as was practicable without discouragement. For 
example, last year the preparatory class was only required to reach fractions in 
arithmetic and the first-year class to commence with fractions, with a corresponding 
fitness in other studies. This year the preparatory class was required to finish frac- 
tions and the first year to understand them sufficiently to pass them rapidly in 
review and commence with weights and measures, to complete the text-book in use, 
to complete the Spanish grammar, and to make corresponding progress in other 
studies, with the daily study of English; also to take music and drawing, with phys- 
ical exercises and bathing. The second-year class was required to continue the daily 
studv of English, to review arithmetic with special reference to practice, to continue 
music, drawing, and physical exercises, and to take up algebra, physical geography, 
European history, botany, rhetoric, and civil government, with pedagogy and prac- 
tice teaching in the model school after the 1st of March. The third-year class con- 
tinued English, algebra, practice in arithmetic, music, drawing, and physical 
exercises, with practice teaching and pedagogy at the model school, and took up 
geometry, physics, chemistry, Spanish literature, psychology, and ])olitical economy. 

The results of the work in the several classes are' as follows: The third-year class 
graduated 4 of its 5 members on September 25, 1903, the commissioner of education 
being present and be^towinjj the diplomas. From the second-year class of 21 mem- 
bers 1 had to be sent back to the first year, 4 left during the term from illness or 
want of funds, and 16 remained at the close of the school, of whom 13 passed exam- 
inations and received certificates of promotion. From the first-year (!lass of 61 mem- 
bers 6 were sent back to do the work of the preparatory year, 8 left during the term, 
48 remained at the close of the school, 81 passed the examinations, and 17 failed. 
The preparatory class of 50 members received additions during the first half of the 
term, and lost many of its pupils durin": the term from various causes. In all, 67 
pupils were received into it during the year, of whom 12 had to be sent from the 
school as unprepared, 15 left before the end of the year, 46 remained for examina- 
tions, but only 6 received certificates of promotion. 

The explanation of the failure on the part of this class is not niade by saying that 
they were not prejvared for the work of the first year, according to the standard 
understood at the commencement of the term, for the majority of them were better 
prepared than those last admittt^d; but it is necessary to state that the standard of 
entrance into the normal school was raised during the term, or immediately follow- 
ing legislative action, making the normal scho<jl a part of the University of Porto 
Rico. I regret to speak of this, but my report would not l)e just without it. For the 
standard thus found necessary at the close of our term, our pupils of the preparatory 
year were not prepared. At the same time I recognize the necessity for a constant 
advance in our standard, only regretting that it should have been made in a way so 
discouraging to some of our pupils. In all our other classes we have o])tained good 
results. The work of the year has been a profitable one. 

Thanking you for the kilidness and consideration you have uniformly shown me, 
and with the deepest interest in this institution, I am, very respectfully yours, 

W. (i. Todd, 
Principal LmUar Normal School, 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. P, 



Report of the Principal of the Practice School. 

Rio Piedras, P. R., July i, 1903. 
Sir: On February 25, 1903, the practice school opened with the lowest four grades 
only, on the understanding that such children should be admitted as could carry on 
all their studies in English. The capacity of the school was 60, and the total 
enrollment has been 58. 
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Tlu* iniIyt-lasHt'*' in wiru-h Snanisli was ukmI wcn^tlKiec taii>;ht l)y the pupil teachere 
from the nnniial Hchnnl. All tliv stn<i(*ntH froiii the necond anil thinl vear clas^ges 
liavc I'tTii a.'^si^nicil tn practltN* tvucliiii^, They have taii>;ht reading, writing, arith- 
Mirtic, ucii^raphv, iiatiirc stiidv, and tlie hintiiry and niytliology buggested in Group 
1 V iti tlM> niliciaf n»iirs4» nf ntiiAy. S|)edal eniphaHiH has'lteen placed on nature study, 
as tcacluMs froiM all nv^r the island find theniselveHiinpri*par€d to teach that Bobject 

Ti) till' siirprisi* and plcasun* of tin* rritic teacliers, much enthusiasm was aroosed 
anions iNitli punil tcaflicrH and children in the three months' course. It touched 
upon tlh* animals, plants, and shells nean^st at hand, and included an excorsioii to 
tlu> jtarijuc, where chili livn and pupil teachers vie<l with each other in gathering 
siHH'Uiiens to Uf used in class. The pupil teacliers Huffer from youthfulness and the 
lack nf hrnad fotnidation in tlieir own efhu*ation, but un the whole they have shown 
zeal f(»r the work and inipn>veinent in the art of teaching. 

This sch<H>l is not only a practici* school, but Hervet) also as an experiment station. 
This year tlie ex|K*rinients have Ikhmi contineil to work in agrictilture under Mr. 
IVnnock, in manual training un<Ier MisH Mowry, and a school savings bank. The 
lM)ys and ^irls of all ^ra<Ies have tlieir own pinfeiiH, and in this short term have mo- 
cetnled in harvestin>; tvrtain small cn>i»H. They have asked the privilege of working 
in the garden through the sununer vacation. 

In mamial training, besides work in clay and in cardboard, the children have done 
s<ime creditable work in Uisketry, adapting an far as possible the native palm and 
majruev. Next year courses will* Ik* offoriKi in elementary knife work and sewing. 

A sch(M)l saviiip* l)ank was opened in April. Forty children have dei)0sited $37 
in the penny provident fund, and eighteen of these have already opened acoonnt? 
in the nan<'<> Popular, of San Juan. 

Next year the scho<^l will couiprise eight grades and a kindergarten. Children 
recommended in Kn^Iish hav(» already presenteil a sufficient number of applications 
to warnint ojHMiinjf tlie lowest seven ^n*Ades. I presume the students f rom \'ari(W 
jMirts of the island needin>r a year of special preparation to enter the normal schoo/ 
will make up the eighth >;rade. 

Praise is «lue to Miss Mowry, tem^her of the fire«tand si?cond grades, and MissHoS- 
man, of the third and fourthgratles, for faithful work and w^illin^ spirit, not onlym 
the rejrular work of the ;j:radi»s, l>ut also aj special teachers and cntic teachers. 
Very resi>ectfully, yours, 

SrsAN D. Huntingdon, 

lYnicipal of Practice School. 

The Commissioner of KorcATiox, Sfw Juan, P. R. 



Report of the Teacher of Agriculture and Nature Study. 

Rio Piedras, P. R., June 2S, 1903. 

Sir: As a result of a tour of inspei'tion of the rural agricultural schools of the inland, 
which 1 made for the department in May and June of last year, It was decided to 
api)oint a numl)erof Porto Rican teachers to conduct these scrfiools during the school 
year of U)02-3, who should have the certilicates of graded teachers, be nominated 
for the position by the local hoard and the district school superintendent, and pass a 
credital>le examination at a summer course in agriculture which you ap]K>inted me 
to conduct. 

This was held in the insular normal school at Rio Pietlras from September 4 to 17, 
inclusive, and was attended by 13 teachers, 3 of whom w^ere Americans and the other 
10 Porto Ricans, (]ualified as Htate<l aljove. 

The work C(»m prised a brief study of the leading principles and operations of agri- 
(rulture and horticulture, the composition and formation of soils and manures, the 
growth of the plant, methods of plant pr()j)agation, the cultivation, drainage, and 
irrigation of soils, etc., together with a consideration of the more important crops of 
the West Indies. The text- books used were Agricultura Tropical, the original work 
by Dr. A. Nicholls in Knglish, together with numerous bulletins of the Department 
of Agriculture at Washington, which have a direct bearing upon the agricultural 
problems of Porto Rico, such as Coffee Shade, by Professor Cook. 

A s(;h()ol garden was being estal>lished ui)on the normal school grounds, which 
afforded an opportunitv for the class to consider the best means of laying out a gar- 
den, to see the operation of sul)soil plowing, and to have some practice in the iLse 
of such light han<l tools as were used in the school gardens. Regular instruction 
was given in physical exercises, and a few lessons, as time permitted, in nature 
study. 
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Following this brief course of instruction and the examination which was given 
on the work done, a three days' conference of all the agricultural teachers was held. 
This consisted in part of addresses upon important subjects by authorities upon 
them, such a^ the address upon Physica in its Relation to Agriculture, by Professor 
Resell and that by Mr. William H. Alexander on the work of the United States 
Weather Bureau; and in part of papers prepared by the teachers themselves, each 
one furnishing an address upon some topic vital to the agricultural school. The 
papers or addresses were followed by brief discussions. 

These sessions were deeply interesting to those engaged, and must have had a 
helpful influence upon the subsequent work of these teachers. 

The garden of the normal school was established, first, to teach simple gardening 
and farming operations to the pupils; second, to furnisli a field for the convenient 
observation of the life history of species of plants and animals (chiefly insects) of 
economic importance; third, for conducting experiments with crops and agricul- 
tural operations new to Porto Rico — in other words, to form the nucleus of an agri- 
cultural experiment station where students can participate in simple investigations, 
such as the value of new food, forage and fiber plants. 

The first step was to choose a site convenient to the building erected as an agricul- 
tural school, which has been employed as a kindergarten. About an acre of land 
was cleared of stumps, plowed, and inclosed by a wire fence. The soil being particu- 
larly poor, it was fertilized. Inside the fence a double row of bananas and plantains 
of various kinds were planted for the purpose of breaking, to some degree, the force 
of the sea breeze, so harmful to many of the finer crops. Surface ditches were 
arranged to carry off the surplus water. 

A small tool house was constructed where are stored the plow, harrow, horse 
cultivator, wheelbarrows, hoes, rakes, and other hand tools needed for various kinds 
of garden work. No garden work was given to the normal school pupils, owing to 
their having a full course of study without it. The writer, who gave a course in 
nature study to the students of the preparatory year, used the garden as a source of 
supply for specimens for the study of plants and animals, as well as for an illustra- 
tion in the brief lessons upon fruit and vegetable crops suitable for a home garden, 
which formed a part of the course. 

The drawing of a plan of the school garden with the location of ditches and the 
most important crops, formed a portion of one of the monthly examinations of the 
class. 

Classes in gardening were established for the practice school soon after it was 
opened. The keen interest shown on the part of all the students, girls as well as 
boys, and the progress made by these children in the work, so useful and so health- 
giving, is calculated to dissipate any doubts which may have existed as to the prac- 
ticability and desirabilitv of introducing it into all the graded schools of the island. 
This desideratum can, of course, only be reached as means will permit and as espe- 
cially trained teachers can be obtained. 

The number in a class never exceeded 20. In the first and second grades the 
boys and girls were taught together. In the third and fourth grades the sexes were 
taught in separate classes. This seemed better, as the work was new to most of 
them, and the older girls took up the work better by themselves than in mixed 
classes. The pupils were marched from the practice school to the tool house, usually 
in double column. Lieutenants were elected to direct the marching and assist in 
giving out the tools, and in inspecting them at the close of the work period. 

The seed was usually given to the pupils in packets at the tool house. Tlie crops 
grown were radishes, lettuce, beets, lima beans, snap beans, sweet potatoes, corn, 
cucumbers, melons, and cotton for vegetables; and vincas, nasturtiums, cypress vines, 
morning glory, carnations, and a few other varieties of flowers. Beans and radishes 
were the only variety of vegetables which matured before the close of the school 
term, and these were taken home or sold. They were encouraged to depoi^it their 
earnings in the school savings bank established by Miss Susan 1). Huntingdon, the 
principal of the practice school, thus developing the consciousness of earning and 
the satisfaction of saving at the same time. 

As most of the pupils desired to reap the crops which they had sown, arrange- 
ments were made for them to come to the garden once a week, during the summer 
vacation, under instruction. 

When rain prevented field work the period designed for garden work has been 
devoted to some branch of nature study or to a consideration of plans for garden 
work. Excellent drawings were made by many of the pupils of the school garden 
and its general crops before their special work began. A part of this instruction 
has been to study the animals as related to man — which are injurious and which 
beneficial. The grillotalpa, or mole cricket, which is so destructive Ui vaaKv.^ nv«^^- 
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tablen in tlie Handy landH of the north coast of Porto Rico, furnishes an excellent 
example of the intimate relationship subsisting between soil conditions, plants, ani- 
main, and man. 

The children having lost many plants by the ravages of this pest, were easily in- 
terested in the conditions favorable and unfavorable for its existence. They studied 
the birdn and lizards which destroyed their young and the ants which eat their 
eggs. They examine<l with interest the mongoose, trapped in the garden, which 
eats so many bin Is and birds' eggs, and hence, indirectly, is a friend of the mole 
cricket, or changa, and the enemy of man. Examining tne strong front feet of the 
mole cricket and his jxiwerful mouth parts, they clearly understood how he can 
so readilv timnel through our loose soils and commit such dire havoc among the 
tender plant stems. 

The l)ananas (five varieties) and plantains planted in the month of August last 
have made a satisfactory growth. Tne dwarf variety, the earliest to mature, is now 
bi^ginning to bear, and the larger growing varieties are rapidly approaching maturity. 
A few hundred rough lemon trees, the seeds of which were planted in the early fall, 
have made a good growth and will furnish stock for the citrus fruits needed on the 
university farm. Pineapples of the Hmf)oth Cayenne and Cabezona varieties have 
been established on the eastern border of the garden, inside the fence, and along the 
same fence a row of aguacate trees. 

The garden experiments in growing sea-island cotton indicate a probability that 
it may in time become a staple crop in certain sections of the island. The first crop, 
given within six months of planting, vielded at the rate of 1,200 pounds of uncleaned 
8ee<l to the acre, and at this writing the same plants, which were cut back and refer- 
tilize<l, are maturing another crop, which bids fair to be as large as the first and 
which will mature within a year of planting. 

Tobacco has grown well with the protection of the banana, and, sheltered by cheese 
cloth, still better. The variety grown was Cuban, from the Vuelta Abajo region. 
We have produced about 4 pounds of choice seed for distribution among the ssncal' 
tural schools. Tf)matoes are difficult to raise at Rio Piedras under present conSdoDS 
in the school garden. Besides the changa, which is particularly fond of this vegeta- 
ble, they are soon attacked by a bacterial disease, a successful remedy for which has 
not yet been found. Radishes have done well. Watermelons from northern eeed 
do fairly well when the soil is fertilized. They, too, are subject to a <lisease, appar- 
ently bacterial in character, and do not continue long in bearing. Eggplants do 
well in the school garden, if they escape the grillotalpa and have high fertiHzation 
and cultivation. Cabbage does fairly well when the ground is kept rich and guarded 
from the mole (pricket. Beans do fairly well. Cucumbers produce for a short season, 
but need irrigation in the winter. The same may be said of many other fine vegeta- 
bles. Yams have been planted — all the leading varieties grown in Porto Rico— and 
are doing well. They do not appear to suffer from insect enemies and are well 
adapted to the soil of the university farm and local climatic conditions. The same 
may be said of the four varieties of West Indian sweet potatoes, to which considera- 
ble space is devoted in the garden. They are easily grown and produce a large 
return. Cassava grows well also. Of the plants which have been so far tried in the 
school garden for green manuring, velvet beans give by far the best results. They 
are not seriously affected by the mole cricket, and make a great growth of root, nne, 
and seed. The cowpea, in the single trial made, did not flourish. 

The grounds of the university have been furnished with a considerable number of 
ornamental plants and trees from nurseries and the propagation beds of the school 
garden, and this branch of its usefulness can be greatly increased if a water supply is 
furnished. 

With a full school year' s course of garden work for the pupils of the practice school, 
with a course for the rural tea(;hers who are to study at the normal scliool and some- 
what more complete facilities for work in the school garden, in the nature course 
and upon the grounds, the writer hopes to be able to show better results in the com- 
ing year than was possible during the pioneer conditions of the one now closecl. 

As there is no manual of the plants of Porto Rico which is anything like complete, 
an herbarium of named specimens of plants would be of great value. There should 
be two aquariums for the study of fresh and salt water fish, animals, and aquatic 
plants. Also a modern beehive with a swarm of bees should be secured that the 
pupils may study the life history of these useful insects. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

F. M. Pennock. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juartj P. B, 
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REPORTS OF THE HIGH AND GRADED SCHOOLS. 
San Juan High and Graded School. 

San Juan, August 7, 1903. 

Sir: The opening of the fourth year of the San Juan High and Graded School, 
September 29, with an enrollment the first day of 235 old pupils, has seen its accom- 
modations largely increased by the addition of the rooms formerly occupied by the 
Federal court. These have been arranged to meet the requirements by the removal 
and erection of new partitions. While these meet our present demands, we shall find 
ourselves again cramped for space in September, with the promotion of the eighth 
grade and new pupils seeking admission. The laboratory will require larger quarters 
and iiiore apparatus. If it were possible in the near future to remove the high 
schools to a separate building or to connect the Spanish high school with the graded 
schools of the citjr, conducting their courses in the Castilian language,, it would be a 
great help in solving the problem of admission of children of Porto Rican and Spanish 
parentage who wish their educa,tion in English. The work could be better arranged 
and many perplexing problems would be solved. 

A new first primary, for which there was a most pressing need, was duly installed. 
It is only by hard and efiicient work with the lower grades in English that we can 
expect to have good material for future English high-school work, and as the parents 
are most anxious that the children should begin at the earliest a^e possible to learn 
the language which the fortune of war has to a certain extent imposed upon them, 
there must be given the opportunity for such ac(|uirement, and one first primary 
grade was never sufiicient to meet the demands, nor are two, for scarcely a day 
passes that one or more applicants are not refused. The parents leave reluctantly 
and always with the request that if any vacancy should occur they ii'ay 1 e notified, 
promising that if the favor can }>e granted the child will be most faithful in its 
attendance. 

As a result of the addition, the first and sixth grades were transferred from their 
old quarters to the assembly hall, and the remaining space not occuj^ied ws.^ filled 
with seats to acrcommodate all the children at the opening exercises. 

Assembly hall has been much improved in its appearance by the replacing of 
broken glass with new in the old cabinet cases which formerly belonged to the 
Spanish institute. The entire collection has been cleaned and rearranj^^ed. 

Four old cases which for two years had stood in the corridors were removed to the 
new storeroom, thus adding greatly to the appearance of the patio, besides ))eing 
made useful as a depository for supplies. 

The addition of a teachers' retiring room met a long-felt need, for in case ot acci- 
dent or sudden illness among the pupils there had been previously no accommodation. 

At the beginning of the year the Borincjuen Club, a literary society which comi)ri!?ed, 
as formerly, the two high schools, was reorganized. In February it was decided by 
the members of the faculty that it would be wise to separate the English from the Span- 
ish high school, as it was felt that as so many students of the English high school did 
not understand the Castilian language, for effective work a withdrawal and formation 
of a new society should be made. The formal separation took place in February, as 
one of the Porto Rican high-school boys expressed it, "by the decree of the supreme 
court of the San Juan High and (Traded Scrhool, from which there is no appeal; so be 
conformable to your fate." 

The fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades have united once a month to hold lit- 
erary exercises, which have been productive of much good. 

The first two years of the existence of the school we had no library, and we felt 
that something must be done to meet the demand. Last year, under my predeces- 
sor, Mr. O. B. Kern, an entertainment was given at the theater which netted the 
sum of $125, which was expended for books. 

The department of education added about $?30 worth to the collection, and so we 
were able to make a modest beginning. Soon after the opening of our first term the 
question was repeatedly askeH, "When shall we have more books? May we have 
another entertainment?" It seemed the best opportunity in the world to teach these 
boys and girls that they could by united effort do something for themselves. They 
were most enthusiastic over the proposed entertainment and the Porto Ricans vied 
with the Americans in seeing who could do the most. They even went to the extent 
of cutting palms, shouldering them and carrying them to the theiiter. They worked 
hard in decorating, and the result was most satisfactory. Owing to the kin<lness of 
his excellency the governor, the mayor of San Juan, Mr. Sifre, and the assistant 
commissioner of education our expenses were very small, and when all accounts were 
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HHtli'.l w** foiinil tint wo ha«l §1.")0 tn i»x|>'.mii1 in book^. The delight of the pupils 
Wiis iiiilxmii'li'il an 1 thi*y an* now enjoying; the fruits of their labor. 

ThtMloIiars are not t > h M'on^iih^red a* thi» j^reatest ^.lin in this entertainment, but 
ratlu*r tht* spirit of unity and harmony which was engendered by a mutual conce^ 
sion to the feelinirs and desires of each rare an they worked for a common object, 
and whi''h in Huch an important factor in the building, developing, and uplifting of 
the moral and npiritual nature. 

The pupils of the seventh grade were so deflirouH of having the walls of their room 
adorned with pictures that they clubbiMl together and lK)u^ht quite a collection, which 
they arraui^^l themselves and which gives to the room quite an attractive appearance. 

The i»a<<ebdll team was reorganiztnl at the beginning of the year, and the members 
have been (piite enthusiastic, playing at various times against the teams of other 
gchfiols of the city. 

The several Ici^al holidays liave been celebrated with appropriate exercises. The 
■day l)efore Thanksgiving we were favon»d with a short address by Mr. E. W. Lord, 
assistant commisi^iouer of education, and on Arbor Day by Dr. Rosell and Seiior 
Matienzo Cintron. 

Our average attendance for the year, which is 94 per cent, will, I believe, compare 
favorably with any sch jol in the Stat'is of the same size. Some of the grades have 
had A'* liigh as 99 per cent a month, and they have taken great pride in their ranking. 

The opening of the tifth year of the school will find us with a class for ffradoation 
of tive young men, who can not be commended too warmly for their faithfulness, 
efficiency in their work, their interest in the advancement of the school, and loyalty 
to their principal. Jos'» Cap') is from Guayama, Salvador Giuliani from the isUmd 
of Vieciues, and there are three students from the capital — Rafael Vidal, Julio Castro, 
and Augusto Palmer. The latter has been a most invaluable assistant in the library. 
No better students in every respect could be found anywhere, and we hope for mow 
of the same calil)er. 

I rec(>mmend for the coming scholastic year that there shall be a third anda foarti 
gra<le under sei)arate teachers, and not combined as heretofore. It seems to meiB 
imjwrative necessity. 

Sloyd should l)e eliminated. Our equipment consists of only nine benches, wluA 
makes the small division verv inconvenient in the work of the several grades whiA 
have receive<l instruction. While I fully appreciate the great advantages accruing 
from a thorough course in manual training, I do not think, under present circam- 
Htances, that the work should be continue<T. It should be transferred to the indufr 
trial school, which is well equipped and has most competent instruction. 

I should also like to see some system of drawing adopted, as I believe that we 
should have better results in that department. 

I wish in this report to call the attention of the dejmrtment of education to the 
necessity of a revision of the high-school course. It is altogether too heavy, and 
some studies should be dropped. This would be better understood if the heads of 
the department could frequently visit the schoolroom and see the daily work in its 
actual progress. It w^ould also fee a source of inspiration to both teachers and pupils. 
Unless engaged in teaching one can not comprehend all of the difficulties which are 
to be encountered in pla(dng English text-books in the hands of Spanish-speaking 
students who are struggling with a foreign language, and while it is desirable to have 
our standard on an equal footing with any American high school, no more work 
should be undertaken than can be thoroughl v accomplished. Considering all adverse 
circumstances, the tea(!hers unanimously feel that the results have been beyond their 
expecta^^ijuM. VV^ith few^ exceptions the pupils are studious and to be commend^ 
for punctuality aad regularity in attendance. There are many days in which^ with 
an enrollment of 347, not a single pupil is tardy either at the morning or afternoon 
session. 

The tea'-hers have most earnestlv endeavored to place before them high ideals and 
pure conceptions, and to be helpful to them in every way possible. 

Those of us who have traced the growth of the school from its very organisation 
can see great improvement and advan(«ment. The excellent discipline which we 
have been able to maintain this year shows that the work done in that line by my 
predecessors and their efficient helpers has been of high order. Yet we have not 
come up to the standard to whicrh our aims have been directed, but we have done 
all that we could. None realize better than ourselves that many defects exist, and in 
many particulars there is room for further progress. Many perplexing questions 
must necessarily arise, owing to the difference in language as well as race, out, as a 
whole, matters have been judiciously adjusted, and there has been an entire absence 
of friction or irritation, which so often arises in faculties, and which is prejudicial 
and detrimental to the highest interests of our schools. 
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The faculty as a body has been very efficient, but I would most earnestly urge the 
careful selection of progressive and experienced teachers in the lower as well as high 
school grades. Each year should see us advancing; there should be more strong 
teachers ami fewer weak ones, for it is the quality of these which determines, to a 
great extent, the character of our rank and file. 

I fully realize that for the ability to bring to a close the work of the school year so 
successfully I am greatly indebted to the following teachers for their efficiency, 
hearty cooperation, and loyalty, and I wish to express to them my appreciation and 
earnest thanks: Dr. Antonio Rosell, Mr. Charles Griffith, Miss Edith Howe, Mrs. 
Loretto Sterling, Mrs. H. P. Fallon, Miss Emma Brill, Miss Victoria C. Dodd, Miss 
Anna S. Walton, Miss Sara E. Moses, Miss Marion Morgan, Miss Mayzie Gillies, 
Miss Maria Padial, and Miss Harriet Cook, who has been our librarian for two- 
years and has done excellent work in leading and drilling the children in singing. 
I feel specially indebted to my colaborers for four years, Doctor Rosell and Miss 
Howe, who, fully understanding the many difficulties of the position, have ever beeni 
ready to advise and have given such able support that it has rendered the responsi- 
bility less onerous. 

For the uniform courtesy extended by the members of the department of education 
I desire also to express my gratitude. 

Very respectfully, yours, Emily H. Beck with. 

Principal of San Juan High and Graded School. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan^ Porto Rico. 



Ponce High and Graded School. 

Ponce, P. R., July 11, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the first annual report of the Ponce High and 
Graded School. Owing to unforseen interruptions it will not be quite as complete in 
r^ard to details of the work as I had wished to make it. But I shall try to show" 
what was actually accomplished. 

The Ponce High and Graded School was formed by taking the eight grades which 
formerly constituted the so-called American school and adding to them the first 
grade of high school work. The pupils who entered this high school grade were 
those graduated the previous June from the eighth grades of the American school and 
the Pujals Street School. 

The organization of the work was somewhat hindered the first few weeks by the 
transfer of one of our teachers and the nonarrival of others. With the organization 
of a second grade the second week in October we had in operation the eight lower 
grades and the first grade of the high school proper. But it was almost two months 
before we were able to complete our programmes, on the appointment of a music 
teacher, a teacher of drawing, and a teacher of Spanish. With the beginning of the 
third school month we opened another division of the second grade, on account of the 
large number of applicants for admission to that grade, so that our faculty was 
finally made up as follows: Miss Elinor B. Kervey, first grade; Miss Alberta Campbell 
and Mrs. Emma Wagner, second grade; Miss Marion L. Flickinger, third grade; Mrs. 
Grace H. Wells, fourth grade; Mrs. Belle H. Browning, fifth grade; Miss B. Cath- 
arine Pyfer, sixth grade; Miss Lillian Pike, seventh and eighth grades; Miss Maude 
Coan, drawing; Miss H. Tos Elliott, music; Mr. Eladio Velez Elspada, Spanish; Mr. 
H. O. Wells, principal and high school branches. 

During the Christmas vacation Miss Coan resigned and her place was taken by Miss 
Anna Nordell. Later Mrs. Wagner and Miss Elliott resigned on account of ill health, 
their places being taken by Miss Elizabeth Underwood and Miss Beulah Smith. The 
various branches of high school work were assigned as follows: Arithmetic, Mrs. 
Wells; history, Mrs. Browning; English, Miss Pyfer; algebra, Latin, and physical 
geography, the principal. In the work in all grades we followed almost exactly the 
course of study outlined bv the commissioner of education, the ground covered in 
each grade in each subject being practically the amount chilled for by the course of 
study. But in all the work we have invariably insisted upon doing thoroughly what 
was Hone rather than attempting to cover a certain amount of text. 

All our work was done in English except the study of the Spanish language itself. 
The result is that English is understood and spoken by almost every child from the 
third grade up, and by the majority of the cnildren of the first and second grades. 
With this end in view we have laid great stress upon dictation and composition, 
increasing the amount of composition and decreasing the dictation in the higher 



174 RKFORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 

grades. Much of the composition work would have done credit to English-speaking 
chil<lri*n of rorresjiondinj? grades. 

Ah I have previously mentioned, we created a second division of the second grade 
at the ))eginninK of the third Hchool month. The two divisions did practically the 
same work until the end of the 8etM>nd term, when we regraded them, placing the 
more advanced pupils and the backward ones in separate grades. So that during 
the last term the work of the second division was just about intermediate between 
first-grade work and that of the setrond grade proper. While this arrangement of 
the work seemed to l)e advisable under conditions as I found them, I would rec- 
ommen<l that next veAr there be just one division of each grade and a separate 
teacher for each. I l!>elieve that it would be much better to have separate teachers 
for the seventh and eighth grades than to use two teachers for one of the lower grades. 

While the children of the American school had done most excellent work in all 
branches in English, they had at the same time been getting very much behind in 
their own language. To remedy this a teacher of Spanish was appointed, Mr. Eladio 
Velez P>pada, of Sabana Grande. He gave a half hour to each grade every day, 
using the Spanish Chart in the first grade, Libro Primero de Lectura in the second 
grade, Libro Segundo in the third grade, Primeros Pasos en Castellano in the fourth 
grade, Libro Tercero in the fifth grade, and the Hernandez Spanish Grammar in the 
remaining grades and in the high school. Much work was done in com|>osition, in 
which we found the higher grades to be especially weak. This work should by all 
means be kept up. Mr. Velez did excellent work, but it will take another year or 
so of hard work to bring the work in this branch to the condition in which it 
should be. 

In music and in drawing our work was put back very nmch, first, by the delay in 
securing teachers, and later, by the change of teachers, when more time was lost; 
but by the close of the year the work in both branches had been systematized and 
thoroughly gra(le<l and the pupils were doing verv well indeed. Considering that 
the system of drawing introduced by Miss Nordell was entirely new to them tber 
did some really excellent work. 

The first year of high school work in Ponce was started with 15 pupils. As thdi 
English preparation seemed to be sufficient to warrant it, it was decided to start tk 
course entirely in English. The results seem to justify this decision, for only 1 of the 
15 failed to pass through inability to handle the work in English. The work done 
by the class was as follows: 

Mathematics. — Wells Essentials of Algebra was used as a text-book with Went- 
worth's Elements of Algebra for supplementary work. A thorough drill was given 
in all the processes through simple equations. In arithmetic Brook's Normal Stand- 
ard Arithmetic was completed and considerable supplementary work done in Prince's 
and Wentworth's High School Arithmetic. 

Literature. — Brumbaugh's Fifth Reader was used as a text-book, studying the vari- 
ous writers by periods, in their historical order. Attention was paid both to the use 
of words and to style. Regular work was done in composition throughout the year. 

Latin. — In Latin the class completed Smiley and Storke's Beginning Latin, reading 
a number of easy selections from Caesar and easy fables. Excellent work was done, 
considering the fact that they were studying it through the medium of a (to them) 
foreign tongue. 

History. — A thorough review of ancient history was given and Roman history 
jegun. The work in this branch for the year was not completed owing to the fact 
nat we were unable to secure text-books until the middle of the second term. 

Science. — The work in physical geography was very unsatisfactory owing to lack of 
i text-book suited to the needs of the class. Both the books tried, Davis and Gates, 
were far too extensive for pupils with a limited command of English. It was neces- 
sary for them to go over too great an amount of text to get the necessary facts. What 
is needed is a condensed text that will present the facts of physical geography as 
plainly and simply as possible. No attempt was made to take up commercial geog- 
raphy, as no text-book was available. 

On the whole, the first year's high school work was fairly satisfactory. Consider- 
ing the disadvantage under which the pupils worked they did ver^ well. Of the 15 
who started the course 2 were compelled to withdraw because of ill health. Of the 
remaining 13, 10 were promoted without conditions, 2 were conditioned in algebra 
and Latin, and 1 failed of promotion. 

Examinations were conducted in all grades by the teachers at regular intervals 
and by the principal at the close of the school year. The results were in most cases 
satisfactory. Of the 11 pupils of the eighth grade who took the uniform high school 
entrance examinations, 10 passed successfully. 

The work of the school can no longer be considered an experiment. It has been 
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clearly proven that Porto Rican children can do just as good work in English as in 
their own language, with the double advantage of better text-books and better 
methods. The school has been completely filled throughout the year, the total 
enrollment being 366, with almost 95 per cent of average attendance for the year. 
The waiting list of children who desired to enter, but for whom there was no room, 
at no time contained less than 150 names, and by the close of the year the number 
rose to over 175, showing the great desire of the parents of the community to get 
their children into the school. What is now most imperatively needed is a building 
that will provide proper facilities for high school work and properly lighted and ven- 
tilated class rooms for the lower grades. During the past year we were compelled 
to find accommodations for the two divisions of the second grade in a building in 
another part of the city, which added greatly to the difficulty of supervision and also 
to the work of the teachers of these grades. 

A very gratifying feature of the work has been the interest shown in it by the 
people of Ponce. The attendance at the various special exercises held during the 
year was excellent, both in point of numbers and in quality. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

•N . Horace O. Wells, Principal. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juariy P. R. 



INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, WORK. 

Special Report on Plans for the Organization of Industrial Schools in 

Porto Rico. 

[By Arthur D. Dean, Springfield, Mass., expert agent of tlie Department of Education of Porto Rico.] 

Springfield, Mass., February 23^ 1903. 
Dear Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my report on the ** Possibilities 
of industrial and agricultural education of Porto Rico." 

In order to b(;tter comprehend the exact nature of the needs in this direction I 
made a short tour of the island, occupying fourteen days, visiting the towns and 
cities on the north, west, and southern side, returning by the military road to San 
Juan'. I was accompanied by Mr. Miller, field supervisor, and, througn his intimate 
knowledge of the language and the people, I was greatly assisted in my work. I 
embraced every opportunity to talk with leading citizens and teachers of the differ- 
ent towns, endeavoring to learn their attitude on the subject. 

With the hope that my efforts will not be in vain, and that adequate provision 
will be made for the proper teaching of these subjects, I respectfully submit this 
report. 

Very respectfully, 

Arthur D. Dean. 
Mr. Samuel M. Lindsay, 

Commissioner of Education, Porto Rico. 



It is proper to consider whether agricultural and industrial instruction is desirable. 
It is conceded by all that the purpose for which the public school system is oi]ganized 
is the training for good citizenship, and one of the first essentials is that the individ- 
ual shall be so trained as to support himself and those dependent upon him. I know 
of no place where it is more true that the enviroment in which children are reared 
will be the one in which they are likely to continue than in Porto Rico. The social 
problem in the States of large numbers flocking to the cities is not an element in 
Porto Rico, and that there is no great movement from farm to city is evident. The 
majority of those reared in the agricultural districts will very likely continue their 
activities under the conditions of rural life. 

I believe, therefore, that there should be an intelligent effort made to awaken an 
interest in the children in their immediate environment so as to make the success of 
their life work more probable. It should be made evident to them that a trained 
intelligence brought to bear upon farm life is as necessary to success as hard physical 
labor. Competition in Porto Rico is not going to be confined to one district endeav- 
oring to outdo another; it is to be rather the meeting with com\>etitioi\ QvsAavdft. \^ 
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lM>rilt'rs. It in a <|iu*Htinii <if nutting tlie inofft keen thinking into the commercial life, 
and the \Hti\ n^HultH will Ih> the ontronie of thin |>orp(iHeful thinking. 

(inintiiijr that the pnriK»K» of (nhieation in to develop intelleetual power, is it 
ni>t true that one ("an junt at* well Ik? given that <ievelopment and at the same time 
that useful knnwieilire eoneeniing things alMMit him and things which he can use in 
fntnre life? It is the hiisint^Hs of a school to create new interests in the thing?! about 
the p'.ipils— intenvts that tiMieh the s])ringsof action. Train the pupil to think, hut by 
all means ci>uple with it S4)niethiiig which is of vital interest to him, and train him 
t«) do thos4> thin;^4 through ex|>i*riment and through demonetration. By this means 
you will fix in his mind clearly what he is working for, and you will give him power 
to use his hamls as well as his'heiid. The farmer hoy ought to l)e put in touch with 
theM»iI ill nnier that he nmy «»e in it Honiething hesidee dirt, which would make 
liim under?-tan<l how its elements came to l>e there, which would make the soil as 
interesting as an o\n}n hook, ami which would make him know what elements of 
that soil will 1k» taken out hy (vrtain products, and when these ek^ments are 
exhausted how they may Ik» riWortMi, what ought to l)e the largest returns for the 
investment oi work and money. I do not mean fonnal work in botany, but <'unerete 
interests which will let the pupil determine the particular kind of plant life which 
will grow in it^rtain soils, to study the i^ronomic value in production, and the best 
results t«» hegaim^l for time and energy 8i)ent. If the boy can go out of school 
knowing something alHUit animal life so that he can judge stock, something alx>ut 
])lant life so that he may know how* to cultivate proper food for man an<l l)east, how 
to treat «liseases of stock, how to judge and determine the kinds best adapte<i to 
certain definite purposes, how to treat insect pesta, I believe that the work, besides 
iH'ing eminently practical, is of the highest order of intellectual training. 

Industrial e«luc4ition in the rnite<l States is commanding the attention of all 
thinking men: and the line of argmuent for its general adoption as a jmrt of a scheme 
of e<lucation is twofold — primarily for educational purposes and secondarily for 
industrial ends. I think it might l)e well to unite the two into one term, namely, 
the social an<l the l)etterment of the individual and of society. Mental develop- 
ment is not secure<l alone through the study of l>ook8. Mental power comes through 
organized thinking, through the setting of a definite task and the determining of the 
ways an<l means of ac(M)mplishin^ that task. Skill in doing as a result of intelligent 
thinking should be one of the chief purposes of education. Because in the manual 
training school the child learns to use carpenters' tools, it does not necessarily follow 
that h(? is to be a carpenter; or, because a girl learns the value of foods and their 
preparation, that she nmst therefore be a cook. The training thus gained will be of 
the highest value in the development of the child because it demands concentration 
and organized thinking toward a definite purpose, namely, the doing. 

I point out this more common line of argument in favor of industrial education so 
that one may not lose sight of the so-called strictly educational value of the subject. 
But since we are to take the larger view of it — the social end — ^allow me to point out 
that the main funcition of man is to provide well for himself and family, to bring out 
the ])est that is in him, in order that he may be a useful citizen. This means a use- 
ful and honorable oc(^upation, a (cultured miiad, and an attractive home life; in brief, 
it means a good physical existence, accompanied by high social ideals. Any scheme 
of education which makes one independent and useful as a member of society is to be 
welcomed. 

A large percentage of the people of Porto Rico make their living from the soil, and 
any scheme of education which does not bear this fact in mind will be a failure. If 
the majority of (thildren in Porto Rico are to earn their living by their hands, is it 
not the duty of the educational svstem to give to them such training as will- fit them 
to become skilled in whatever department of manual labor they may engage and 
make them more productive members of society? It is through the fiiiancial return 
of labor that one is a})le to advance. All that a man may expect of culture comes in 
return for the money received from the sale of his labor. Doctor I>ewey says: "The 
great thing is that he should have had the education which enables hinito see within 
his daily work all there is in it of a large ami human significance.'* If Porto Rit*o 
will introduce a scheme of mechanical and agricultural education which will create 
wholesome interests, and which will awaken these interests by doing as well as by 
thinking, a great deal will be accomplished toward a betterment of her social, indus- 
trial, and conunercial affairs. Porto Rico needs a kind of education that will so reach 
her people as to make them ca])able of earning their living through intelligent labor 
and create a race of people able to compete, through their superior methods and 
higher social ideals, with other lands. 

Having attempted to point out the ideal upon which the argument for the general 
introduction of agricultural and mdufttT\a.Ved\\e8>.\.\oTVT^\ftti>>,Iwiltmakeafew statements 
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about the work in other countries in order that we may profit by their experience, 
bearing in mind, of course, local conditions. 

While there are a number of schools of college grade teaching agriculture, elemen- 
tary and secondary instruction in agriculture is something comparatively unknown in 
the Western Hemisphere. One is obliged to turn to European countries in order to 
obtain information which may be of value. I will refer to the work done in Nor- 
way, Sweden, Finland, and Denmark. The results are as follows; Agricultural ele- 
mentary schools, 87; agricultural intermediate schools, 2; agricultural colleges, 5; 
experiment stations, 7; dairy schools, 46; horticultural schools, 10; forestry schools, 
5; besides a number of special schools not coming under these classifications. 

In Norway the schools offering elementary instruction in agriculture are located in 
different parts of the country, the State paying from one-half to three-fourths of the 
expenses and the district in which the school is located paying the rest. They pro- 
vide both theoretical and practical instruction. The higher agricultural schools do 
theoretical work only, it being taken for granted that the student has had previous 
experience in practical agricultural work. 

The work in Sweden is similar to that in Norway, with the addition of a class of 
schools which gives short courses of twenty weeks during the winter term in 
physics, chemistry, botany, geology, veterinary service, farm bookkeeping, and 
drawing. 

Denmark has 17 elementary agricultural schools, all supported in part by the State. 
Over 10,000 young farmers have received instruction. 

Finland has 25 schools doing a line of work similar to the other Scandinavian 
countries. In all the Scandinavian countries the instruction given is built upon the 
common school education. To be admitted the candidate must be 18 years of age, 
must produce a health certificate from a doctor, write with a fair degree of correct- 
ness, must be proficient in arithmetic, geography, and the history of his country. 
At least one year's experience on a farm is also retjuired. The schools are equipped 
with farm buildings, machinery, stock, etc. The amount of land ranged from 100 
to 500 acres. The farm is a model for the people of the region in which it is located. 
The course of instruction lasts on an average of two years. There is class-room 
work in English, arithmetic, farm accounts, geometry, geology, and botany, which 
occupy part of the day, while practical work in forestry, horticulture, dairying, 
drawing of farm buildings and machinery fill the remainder of the day's programme. 
Practical work in the field occupies the full time in the summer. Work in black- 
smithing and carpentry extends throughout the year. 

A^cultural instruction in Ireland was introduced in a peculiar way. A text-book 
dealmg with subjects pertaining to farm life was put into the national schools and 
the pupils were required to know its contents. Such instruction proved a failure and 
a number of inspectors testified that theoretical instruction without work by the 
pupils on a plot of ground was worthless. Their general opinion was that agricul- 
tural education can not form a part of the programme of a primary school. It should 
be given only in special schools. In 1898 there were 47 national schools having 
farms attached, in which practical as well as theoretical instruction was given in 
agriculture. All have large plots of land. There were 82 national schools having 
attached gardens — usually less than an acre in extent — where instruction was given 
in gardening and poultry raising. These ''school gardens " are said to have a refining 
influence on children. All teachers are encouraged to illurftrate bv simple experi- 
ments the simple phenomena of plant life, such as germination of seeds and varieties of 
plants, endeavoring to inculcate in the child's mind a love for nature, an understand- 
ing of its laws, and their practical application in ])eautifying the school yards and 
home gardens. 

France made provision for instruction in the elements of agriculture in somewhat 
the same manner as Ireland, namely, by a series of lessons from a text-book. It was 
a failure, and in 1897 they endeavored to improve the work. The ])upilH in the 
elementary schools are now given instruction in the scientifi(^ facts which underlie 
the principles and practice of agriculture. These scientific facts are taught ])y means 
of object lessons and by experiments. Actual methods are not taught ))ecause the 
iupils are too young to learn them and because the teachers can nut be expected to 
X* comp>etent in the art and practice of agriculture. In brief, all scientific teaching 
has an agricultural bearing. In connection with the rural schools there are small 
school gardens, seldom exceeding a (juarter of an acre. The next higher class of schools 
is adapted to pupils from 13 to 16 years of age, and have a programme of theoretical 
and practical work in agriculture. It includes such subjects as soil, plant life, animal 
life, ganlen implements, the operation and cultivation of farms and gardens, agricul- 
tural economy and bookkeeping, chemistry of the earth, and manures. The course 
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in thret' yearn. Teachern are trained in several of the training colleges. A large sum 
4)f money is spent eaeli vear for schools of ajrriculture and relate<i schools. 

In Switzerland there is no ajrricultural work in the primary' schools. There is a 
itlass of Hecon<lary schoolH where spet'ial instruction is given. These schools corre- 
spond to the manual-training high schools of the States, except that there are spcial 
courses in agriculture. The i)oys' course consists of language, mathematics, science, 
history, drawing, mechanic arts, agriculture, and gymnastics. The girls' course is 
similar, except for the Kul)stitution of domestic economy, dressmaking, and laundrj- 
in place of mechanic arts and agriculture. The districts unite in building and furnish- 
ing these schools. The suhject of agriculture is taught hy specialists who go around 
^o the various sch(M>ls according to a fixe<l schedule. The following are some of the 
jjubjects taught: Arboriculture, market gardening, and rearing of cattle. There is an 
•exi)erimental plot in connection with each school, and the results of previous years 
of work in arboriculture are left for the children to see. The trees planted by the 
children, after Ix'ing left in the school garden for two years, may be transplanted to 
ihe homes of the children. 

In Belgium agricultural instruction has l>een o])ligatory for fifteen years in the 
rural schools. The system of agricultural education adop*te<l provides for primary, 
:8econdary, and superior courses of agriculture. To provide competent teachers for 
i'arrying on this work courses are organized in the normal schools, and special 
nschools are oi)en in the sununer for teachers to attend. Financial encouragement is 
:given to those teachers w ho excel in agricultural instruction. The success of pri- 
mary instruction has l)een varied, owing to the difficulty of securing the right teach- 
ers. The secondary schools have been more successful. Their courses consist of 
instruction in language, history, geography, mathematics, bookkeeping, physics, 
chemistry, an<l the theory ami practice of agriculture and horticulture. The girls 
receive instruction in dairying, kitchen gardening, domestic economy, as well as in 
the various academic branches. There are various farmers' institutes under the 
supervision of the Government, where lectures are given in orchard managemcD^ 
market gardening, animal husbandry, dairying, etc. 

Agricultural instruction in Canada has proved until very recent years a flat MibKi 
owing to the lack of teachers prepared to give this instruction. 

In the States very little has been accomplished along the line of agricultural work 
in connection with public schools. The majority of the States have taken advantage 
of the Morrill Act and have incorporated into their State system of education some 
form of agricultural and mechanic arts work. These schools are well known, and 
information is so general in regard to the work they do that I need not discuss them 
at this time. 

Instruction in manual training in the elementary schools has been generally intro- 
duced in the cities, and manual -training high schools have been organized in many 
of the larger cities. That form of industrial education which might be called voca- 
tional training has hardly been introduced into the public schools, and agricultural 
training in connection with the elementary and secondary schools is almost an 
unknown feature of school work, although several western States are seriously con- 
sidering the question of introducing instruction in agriculture into the rural scnools, 
and several times a topic covering this subject has been presented for discussion at 
teachers' conventions. As far as I know in every case the different schemes pro- 
posed have contemplated introducing mechanic-arts instruction in connection with 
agricultural w^ork. The great objections as summed up are — 

First. The immaturity of the pupils in the elementary schools. They lack the 
physical strength to do the practical work and they have not the mental capacity to 
grasj) the underlying scientific principles which will give the instruction that eco- 
nomic value that one expects from such work. 

Second. The lack of properly trained teachers. The better class of graduates of 
agricultural colleges return to the farms to engage in large enterprises, such as stock 
raising and dairying. Graduates well qualified to teach the subject of agriculture 
are not tempted by the low salaries paid teachers in rural communities. 

Having occupied some space in describing the status of agricultural and mechanic- 
:arts instruction in the various countries, I will present this summary: 

First. Theoretical instruction in agriculture is of almost no value. Science teach- 
ing with an agricultural bearing is of some value. 

Second. Instruction in practical work in agriculture and mechanic arts in elemen- 
tary schools has almost no economic value in developing the resources of a country. 
The work may have a disciplinary value, such as " sloyd" has in the States. 

Third. When agricultural work is done in the elementary schools the plots of 
land can only be called " school gardens," and the results obtained are those of any 
rationa] course in nature study and can not be called instruction in agriculture. 
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Fourth. The equipment for school -garden work is very simple, and the outdoor 
work can be taught by the regular teacher as a part of nature work in the school- 
room. 

Fifth. The pupils of the elementary schools are too immature to do agricultural 
work on a reasonably large scale. 

Sixth. It is difficult to secure proper teachers for elementary work who will work 
at the low salaries paid elementary teachers. 

Seventh. Agricultural and mechanical training in rural schools must accompany 
each other, and the instruction in mechanic arts ought to be along lines adapted to 
farm life. 

Eighth. That some form of instruction for girls along lines of farm work and house- 
hold arts is very essential. 

Ninth. As every town can not have a school of the character named, they must 
unite in supporting these schools, which ought to be located in a district accessible 
to pupils, and supported by a central government acting in cooperation with local 
boards. 

Tenth. The pupils must be of a certain age, healthy, and with some farm expe- 
rience. 

Eleventh. The equipment ought to be large enough to do thorough work in order 
that the results may have a marked effect on the community. 

Twelfth. The best results are obtained in special schools where there is class-room 
work in language, practical arithmetic and science, and practical work in those agri- 
cultural, mechanical, and household topics which make up the vocational life of the 
community. 

Thirteenth. Teachers must be trained for this work in some school. 

Fourteenth. The management of these schools, as far as funds, control, and length 
of school year are concerned, must necessarily be different from ordinary schools. 

The present plan of carrying on instruction in agriculture in Porto Rico I do not 
believe is satisfactory. It does not seem to me that agricultural schools as organized 
•ought to be termed agricultural, but rather rural Schools having school gardens. 
School gardens ought to be a part of every rural school — a plat of land with flowers, 
ornamental shrubs, plant life bearing fruits or vegetables. This kind of work can 
be done by any teacher who has the proper enthusiasm and interest, specific training 
not being necessary. A general interest in nature, a desire to interest children in 
the things about them, and a common-sense knowledge of nature work is about all 
that is required. Every teacher should know something of plant life, and, as a part 
of the regular school-room work, should interest the children in the processes of 
nature. It is not only a part of local geography, but a very good way to bring about 
a wholesome school spirit. This line of work does not need special organization or 
attention. It is a question of the individuality of the teacher, and as for the tools 
necessary, it is a small detail. The barrenness of school yards is entirely unnecessary. 

I do not believe that the so-called agricultural schools of Porto Rico are having any 
direct bearing upon the economies of agriculture of Porto Rico as they are organized 
to-day. The reasons for this are not hard to see. In the first place, the pupils 
attending these schools are immature, and many are not physically strong enough 
to do the work; in the second place, the teachers are unprepared for the work and 
are not easily discouraged by the obstacles, but they do not appreciate the situation. 
I will give a few illustrations: Some of the teachers are so interested in outside 
affairs that they give the school work little attention; others lack interest in the 
work. If anything is said to them about the poor showing of the schools all kinds 
of excuses are invented, for instance, *'The department has not sent them any tools; 
the ground has not been plowed; a fence has not been built; a gate is needed so as 
to keep cattle out, and what's the use of doing anything until it is built; the bound- 
ary line is to be changed, and there is no use in going ahead with the planting; the 
insects devour the vines; I did not get the seeds in time." The impotency of some 
of the teachers is very evident, if one can judge by the visible results of Arbor Day. 
It seems disgraceful for some teachers to observe such an occasion in the way that 
it must have been observed, if some of the results of the tree planting were any 
criterion of the general exercises. For instance, in three schools I saw a few trees 
so planted that one could hardly help stepping on them, and with no sign of stakes 
around them. In some places they were planted with no idea of arrangement of 
purpose. 

If these agricultural schools are to be continued I suggest that they be inspected 
in February by some one from the central office, and any teacher that can not show 
results ought to have his pay reduced to that of an English teacher. If he excels in 
the work he ought have an advance in pay. I do not feel that the supervisors are 
always qualified to judge of this work, either because of lack of knowledge of what 
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jscxmI work in or lH.H'aiit<e of a lack of sympathy with it. Right here it might be said 
tiiat a eii|)er\i»or of rural schools that can not appreciate the true worth of agricul- 
tural e<lucation, that can not size up a situation enough to see the value of this worlt 
and its i)Ossibilities t(jwanl uplifting his district, is not qualified to hold his position. 
This is not to In? taken as a remark made by one who might be called an enthusiast 
or a specialist, but it is to l)e taken as a statement which neeils no qualifications, for 
a sui)ervisor ought to know his district, and to know a district one must know the 
I)eople and strive for their social and economic bettennent. 

It strikes one as a waste of time when teachers in Porto Rico attempt to plant 
many of the American see<ls which are bound to prove a failure. It seems especially 
wrong because the impression it must leave on the children can not be good. I coulS 
not help asking mvself the question, "What do the adults think of these schools? 
What do they think of these American teachers who confess to having no knowledge 
of the work, and appear to play at it Hke children?" 

However, out of the &even schools that I saw I have pleasant recollections of two 
schools where the teachers were earnestly striving to do their duty, and were succeed- 
ing fairly well. In one the teacher had plante<l some tobacco; it was growing under 
shade, and the ground had been carefully plowed and drained, seeds had been 
l)lanted, shrubs set out, and several of the larger trees, evidently there before the 
school started, had l)een trimmed and protected. In another I learned that the 
teacher had raised a good crop of potatoes and had distributed them to the farmers 
of the region, and had also interested his pupils in planting plats of land at home. 

It is not wise to continue the criticism. Rather let us look at the problem with a 
view of improving the state of affairs. These schools should be continued as ruml 
schools. Male or female teachers can still continue the school-garden idea, but these 
schools, as I said before, will he only rural schools with school gardens and not 
agricultural schools. Agricultural schools ought to be established in the sixteen 
districts in that j>art of the district where the school can serve the greatest numbo". 
The schoolhouse ought to have a room provided with desks, blackboards, charts 
etc. ; a second room provided w^th oven, closets, sink, and tables, and a third room, 
which has some benches, carpenter's tools, and agricultural tools, with closets tor 
their safe-keeping. A forge is also desirable, and, to avoid danger from fire, ought to 
be set up in a shed adjoining. The schoolhouse described would be about three 
times as large as the present agricultural school buildings, and with their equipment 
would cost about three times as much. As to the amount of land that would be 
necessary I am not qualified to say, but it ought to be sufficiently large so that a 
section could be devoted to market gardening, another section devoted to that crop 
which is characteristic of the neighborhood, and, finally, a section in which could be 
planted fruit trees, or those plants needing little attention, from which every year a 
crop could be gathered. 

The advantages of this scheme are: First, the pupils have the opportunity to do 
individual work in the small plats devoted to kitchen gardening, each one endeavor- 
ing in bin plat of land to excel the others in quality and quantity of product; second, 
in the larger plat the pupils can raise some one crop in which they all work together, 
thus learning to plant and harvest under about the same conditions as they will 
work in later years; the third plat of land representing ''permanent improvements," 
and being an example for each succeeding class. The class-work equipment will 
provide for academic work in language, arithmetic, science, and also for the sewing. 
The back room will afford accommodations for cooking and laundry work, while the 
rear room will provide for instruction in the mechanic arts. 

These district agricultural schools ought to be established only in those places 
where they are likely to have the support of the local boards; and it will be neces- 
sary for the in.^ular government to equip and support those features of the work 
which are pe(;uliar to these schools, leaving the districts to carry on that part of the 
course which is common to all schools. These special schools ought to keep eleven 
months of the year. While they can not rank as secondary schools in the grade of 
work done, they correspond somewhat to the secondary schools of the States. 

J suggest as a possible course of study the following topics: On the academic side, 
instruction in language, local geography, history, arithmetic, nature studv, and 
science; on the manual side, for the girls, sewing, cooking, laundry work; for the 
boys, carpentry and blacksmithing. On the agricultural side, class-room and prac- 
tical work in the study of soil, its composition, cultivation, restoration, irrigation, 
drainage, fertilization, and adaptation; plant life, various varieties of fruit trees and 
hrubs peculiar to the locality, the grafting and trimming of same; animal life, 
knowledge of breeding, feeding and care; study of animal pests. 

J see in such a course a splendid opportunity for so correlating the various topics 
that a class of pupils will be trained to do intelligent agricultural work. Every exer 
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ciae ought to have a direct bearing on the vocation of agriculture. For instance, the 
instruction in woodwork should include the making of such models as would prove 
of value on the farm, such as incubators, beehives, house building; the black- 
smithing ought to be along lines of making and repairing agricultural tools, wagon 
repaii^, etc. 

There ought to be two teachers for these schools; one a man qualified to give 
instruction in agriculture and mechanic arts; the other qualified to teach the English 
branches anti give some instruction in sewing and cooking. The difficulty of finding 
a teacher for agriculture and mechanic arts ought not to be great, for the agricul- 
tural colleges of the United States are graduating young men qualified to combine 
these subjects and teach them according to the metfiods of the States. Whether they 
can adapt themselves to Porto Rican conditions is a question. The woman who can 
teach the English branches well may not be as acceptable in the other work unless 
she be a woman of good sense, good home training along the line of household arts, 
and able to grasp the peculiar social conditions of the school, and quick to see that it 
is not revolution of Porto Rican home methods that is wanted, but evolution. The 
teacher must keep in mind the peculiarities of the people, their past history, inhe r- 
ited customs, their surroundings, and, while endeavoring to improve their methods 
of living and instilling ideals, at the same time must avoid arousing hostility or 
indifference by measures too suddenly brought forward. 

These schools ought not to take pupils under 13 years of age, and candidates ought 
to be physically well developed and able to do the required manual work. If any 
pupils are taken at a younger age because there is no rural school near by for them 
to attend, they ought to be excused from all the manual work, as this work ought to 
be so vigorous as not to be adapted to them. 

If the department could be so fortunate as to engage a man and wife fitted to take 
up the work I believe it would be better, as it would be more probable that a good 
teacher could be retained. I believe that the West or South is the field from which 
to draw candidates for the instructing staff, as they are more likely to have been 
brought up amid rural surroundings. I wish to emjphasize the fact that it ought to 
be impossible to obtain good teachers for this work at $60 a month for a nine months' 
Bchool year, especially when they have to pay out $40 for fare from New York, and 
probably $20 more for fare in the States to reach New York. I know that the ques- 
tion of salaries is always a delicate one, and probably the department is doing all it 
can in this direction, but it can not expect to get good teac^hers on its present basis. 
The first year the women teachers in these schools ought to receive from $60 to $70 a 
month; the men teachers from $70 to $80 a month, with the understanding that 
superior work means more pay along the same line of work, or promotion to another 
line of work with its higher schedule of wages. 

When one considers the possibilities of industrial and agricultural education he 
meets a number of features which give great encouragement and some conditions 
which discourage. While it is not best to dwell too much on the discouraging side 
of the question, it is well to face the facts in order that one may be prepared to meet 
the conditions. In the first place, there exists in Porto Rico a very strong caste 
feeling. The very fact that it is considered out of place for one to carry bundles, to 
tie a horse insteaa of hiring a boy to hold him, to do the necessary family market- 
ing, implies that it is beneath one's dignity to do manual work and that when it is 
necessary to have it done it is better to have it performed by people of a lower 
station in life. The familiar argument for practical education, that it will give 
a *' dignity to labor," will apply here, but I believe that a better argument in 
favor of doing manual work can be formed for these people. For instance, Booker 
Washington says that the colored people of the South will be looked up to and will 
become a social force when they have reached the position of having something to 
sell that the community wants and when they can do that something better than the 
white man. In other words, if these schools are going to be attended by members 
of the "laboring class," and only them, well and j^ood. T^t them be so trained that 
they will be able to have better farms, l)etter stock, larger revenues, than those who 
believe it beneath their dignity to attend these schools; and when that time comes 
those people who believed it beneath them to favor this practical education will 
have to look to their dignity to support them, for there will have arisen a class of 
people so trained that they have something to sell that the community desires. 

The next discouraging feature is the general lack of any healthy competition, any 
desire to get ahead of one's neighbor, to branch out into new fields of work, to raise 
a different crop than was ever raised before. This lack of ambition, lack of foresight, 
is common to tropical countries and to the Latin-American races. They lack ambi- 
tion because there is nothing in the climate to stir them up, to force them to provide 
for a season of cold. Nature has done so much for these v^oi^V^ \\\^V \V '^'^vjwxvnx'^n 
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appears unnei'esHary for them to do much for themselves. It is a well-known truth 
that social chanjfes accomjiMiny economic changes, and Porto Rico is bound to experi- 
ence great changes in its industrial an<l conunercial life, and this economic awaken- 
ing will bring alH)Ut great social changes. The people will want to live better, will 
find that they will rt*<|uire as necessities those things which they now either know 
nt)thing about or else consider luxuries. These needs will create a demand for money, 
with the <lmre for better living, for improved farm implements and tools; and these 
<lesires aiwi imimlses will be tlie means of instilling that ''look ahead'* which they 
so badly iu»ed. 

The next discouraging feature is the lack of an industrial environment on the 
island as an aid to the i)ractical industrial work. In the States it is easy to arouse 
aml)ition in a boy's mind ))y telling him how he can go into a certain factory or fol- 
low a j)articular line of industrial work. It gives him an incentive to work. Porto 
Rico offers few opportunities for practicing those trades which the pupil may learn 
in sch(K)l. However, as new mat-liinery an<l modern mechanical processes are intro- 
<1ucimI on the island, a use for this school training will be more evident. Industrialism 
is going to advance rai)idly on the island, and the young people must ])e ready to 
carry on the good work and the schools must begin now in order to meet the coming 
demands. 

Finally, it will be hard to eradicate the results of years of Porto Rico's past his- 
tory. The individual and the family will not take kindly to many of the processes 
learned in school, the discipline of steady work on the farm or at the bench; the 
thoughtful work reciuired will be somewhat of a hardship, and the difficulty of hanng 
the children rei)eat their school experience* in the home, of getting the boys to apply 
their knowledge of agrii'ulture around th'e home farm and the girls their knowledge 
of household arts about the house will make the work appear somewhat discouraging. 
The lady in charge of the benevolent school in Ponce spoke of the general shiftless- 
ness and diHiculty in keeping them at the industrial work, the getting of steady wort 
out of them, their desire to play truant, and their general lack of ambition. 

On the other hand, among the encouraging points may be mentioned, first, the 
very apparent dexterity of the people; they show a wonderful aptitude in many 
lines of manual work. I noticed that many of the little articles made in the kinder- 
garten classes showed superior workmanship. The regularity and evenness of the 
stitches, the coloring and the decoration were excellent. The designs on the vari- 
ous articles for sale in the shops showed artistic merit, and with training I believe 
the peo{)le can be brought to (to good work. I went into a few cabinet shops where 
the workmanship surpassed that done by Americans; and wherever delicacy of 
touch, patience, and time were elements necessary for good workmanship, the work- 
ers showed that they had these requisites. The trouble was not the quality of the 
work that I saw, but that very few people were engaged in the trades. In brief, 
when anything is done in mechanical work in Porto Rico it is well done. I believe 
the most promising sign of the possibility of industrial education that I saw on the 
island was the work (lone at the boys' charity school at Santurce. The boys had 
laid out gardens, built roads, planted trees, and manufactured articles (under unfavor- 
able conditions), and I left the institution with the feeling that success here meant 
success in other places if the young people were given a chance. The striking fea- 
ture of all mechanical work on the island is the dexterity of the people when they 
undertake hand work. This native aptitude only needs to be fostered through 
proper industrial training which will guide the skilled hand by means of intelligent 
and purposeful thinking toward economic and social ends. 

To conduct a scheme of industrial education on the island of Porto Rico in the 
manner it is worked out in the States would be quite a simple problem as far as the 
equipment and the securing of competent teachers are concerned; but after all the 
preliminary work had been done and the time had come for one to look for results, I 
believe that he would not be at all satisfied. In the first place, to introduce generally 
manual training into the public schools without considering the agricultural neerfs 
would be, as I have pointed out, a most decided error; and, in the second place, to 
introduce it along with agricultural w ork in all schools would never be possible. It 
would be impossible, as well as unwise, to introduce it into every public school on 
the island. I have endeavored to develop a scheme whereby the two subjects can 
be introduced into certain special schools accompanied with academic work. 

It only remains to work out a scheme of industrial education for certain specific 
districts for which this work is adapted. We must first consider in which ones this 
work would be aj)propriate. I believe the answer to this consideration is as follows: 
In those towns or cities where the conditions most closely resemble those in the 
States; and I think that San Juan, Ponce, and Mayaguez meet most clearly thecon- 
(Utions. It is not that these cities necessaxWv x^^^xwbW the cities of the States in 
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many ways, but it is true that people grouped together as they are in cities and large 
towns bring about certain commercial, industrial, and social conditions. In the first 
place, this grouping means a commercial life that takes care of local exchanges of 
products as well as the larger business of foreign exchanges. This means small 
stores with the demands for (;lerks and stenographers. In the second place, it means 
industries — the making of things to supply the people who are engaged in the first 
line of work, people who instead of supplying their mechanical needs by doing 
things themselves, as they do in rural districts, employ some one to do it for them. 
This condition demands a supply of mechanics of all kinds. In the third place, the 
grouping of people brings about certain social evils, such as the crowding into tene- 
ments with their attending squalor and poverty; it means very often disease due to 
poor cooking, poor sanitary arrangements; it means idleness which is not always due 
to a lack of desire to work, but rather due to inability to "find one's self," an 
inability to adjust one's self to conditions. 

I briefly bring out the above statements as an introduction to what seems to me 
the ideal for which we must strive when we speak of the benefits that industrial 
education will bring; and these conditions will serve as a basis for outlining the 
proper procedure in the three cities mentioned. 

San Juan is a city very densely populated, a city having large commercial inter- 
ests, with quite a large number of people occupying positions as government clerks. 
It has many municipal improvements, and it is likely to have more, all of which 
re<iuire skilled labor to maintain and enlarge. It has a good system of schools mod- 
eled very closely after the schools of the States. It has more Americans than any 
other city on the island, and consequently more "Americanisms." These facts lead 
one to say that San Juan will probably develop an industrial school which will more 
nearly resemble those of the States than any of the other industrial schools on the 
island. Commercial branches ought to be eniphasized. The industrial work, it seems 
to me, should lean toward the discipHnary side of the subject. 

Ponce appeared to me to be a city likely to have more manufacturing than San 
Juan — a city which will in the future serve as a center of commercial and industrial 
activity for quite a radius of territory. The city has certainly enough room for 
growth. I believe that railroad development will be the greatest in this region, and 
that the use of agricultural machinery will be more general here than elsewhere. If 
these suppositions are true, then Ponce offers the best opportunity for the establish- 
ment of an industrial school which shall emphasize the trade side of the work with 
some commercial branches. 

Mayaguez gave me the impression of a city once prosperous, but now in a commer- 
cial decline — a city that needed industrial work in connection with its public schools: 
not a special school for the few, but rather to have it as a feature of the general 
scheme of education, one which would reach, possibly in a small way, all the chil- 
dren. I do not think it wise to attempt more than is usually done in the States in 
the grammar grades where manual training and household arts are taught. Maya- 
guez really needs a good agricultural school just outside the city. 

I have endeavored to give a general outline of what seems to me to be a necessary 
differentiation of the main idea, which is the foundation on which to build in estab- 
lishing these industrial schools. I will now speak more specifically about the work 
in each city. 

San Juan has already established an industrial school, located in a building which 
answers the purpose fairly well. The school yard and building presented a very 
good appearance. The interior was unusually clean, and the school equipment was 
kept in a very orderly manner. I judged that the course of study was so arranged 
that the manual work was given equal prominence with the book work. If the 
school as now conducted could be transported to Mayaguez, it would make a good 
beginning for industrial work in that city. Jt would only need to be " Porto Uican- 
ized " to be adapted to that locality. To speak j)lainly, it appeared to me as having 
in its industrial work elements of French and United States industrial education. 
The drawing was too mechanical and too theoretical. The mechanical drawing had 
too much of the theory of projection and perspective in it. The subject was treated 
much as it used to be in the States in the early days when the pui)ils drew the dif- 
ferent views of the type solids, approaching it more from what is really the technical 
standpoint than from the standpoint of the child's interest. Children are interested 
in the things in which the type solids appear, and not in the types; for instance, 
a church steeple, a house with pitch roof, a wheelbarrow, a box, acu])b()ard, will serve 
the purpose better than objects like the cube, cune, etc. Children are more inter- 
ested in <loing color work and simple decoration than they are in perspective drawing, 
such as is given in normal art schools. The woodwork was the regular sloyd work 
of the States; and if the teacher can work out a course of study adapted to Porto 
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Uico it will wrve very well. The name inijfht 1)6 eaid of the cooking. The receipts 
wen* t(M) far out of touch with |>reK»nt Porto Kican methods. It is >>etter to move 
<»autiouHly in this work, for the receiptn an<i niethods learned at school are repeate<i 
t(» tht» mot hern, who, not l)einjr accuHtome<i to Ameri(«n methods, can hardly look 
with favor on what muHt a])})ear to them as an extravagant use of such matenalsas 
ejrjjH and butter. 

If it i.»* foun<l neeeswary to continue the work in this school, the department can 
adopt such HU^entions an I am now going to make in reference to what seems to me 
a more ideal plan. San Juan ought to have a school building fitted with shops and 
academic roomw, locatetl in a section of the city within easy reach of all. The main 
brancheH of its course of study should be academic, commercial, mechanical, and 
domestic. The atuidemic work should be in two divisions, one elementary or pre- 
l«ratory, and the other advanced, the elementary work appealing to children from 
7 to 10 years of age, the advanccMl to children from 10 to 16. 

It might 1h» well to say right here that I believe in the plan of centralizing the 
whool work in San Juan as far as possible. In the first place, it will be more eco- 
nomical in that the sjwcial equipments necessary for industrial work can be used by 
large nund>ers. It is always a case either of carrying the equipment to pupils or 
having the pupils travel to the tMjuipment, and San Juan being so compact, the lat- 
ter scheme apiH»ars to be the one to adopt, especially in view of the fact that most 
all school buildings are now rented, and it is not a question of overthrowing an old 
policy, but simi)ly planning to adopt the l>est when the time comes for the munici- 
pality to buihl its «(^hool houses. In the second place, a better grade of special 
teiidu^rs can be engaged than will be possible if the work is scattered and allowed 
to deteriorate. Nothing keeps up the standard of industrial work more than to 
have it locate<l in a school where there is a suflScient number of pupils to allow dif- 
ferent kinds of manual-training work and where these manual subjects are all con- 
nected into a general scheme of correlation, not only with various parts of the miD- 
ual work, but with the academic as well. 

A school as large as this would naturally have in it some children whose paiente 
did not believe in the industrial work, and some older children who wanted wlat 
we might call a classical education. By dividing the classes into sections one can 
meet these conditions as he can not in a small school. The course of study for the 
industrial work can be separated into two parts — i. e., vocational and ** educational." 
(I do not exactly like this term, as I pointed out in the early part of the report, bat 
it is used so much that one can easily see what is meant.) All the boys ought to 
take elementary manual training — i. e'., basketry and sloyd — and all the girls a gen- 
eral course in cooking and sewing. Besides this general work, which is taken by all 
tlie children, there ought to be expanded courses in manual and household arts* for 
the older children to whom vocational training appeals. 

The elementary work in weaving, basketry, sewmg, and free-hand drawing can be 
done in the regular schoolroom by the woman teacher of elementary manual train- 
ing and drawing and the special teacher of sewing, the regular teacher meanwhile 
taking academic work in some other room. Lessons in ** educational '* manual 
training need not come oftener than once a week. All the younger children ought 
to take weaving, basketry, drawing, and simple sewing, while in the high grades 
boys should take their woodwork and mechanical drawing while the girls are taking 
sewing and cooking. These lessons ought to come twice a week. In the States they 
come once a week. 

Those children in the higher grades who elect vocational industrial work should 
be given at least two hours' instruction in the elected subjects, and this either means 
a lengthening of the school day for them or else a shortened course of study. I 
think that when this problem of vocational training is taken in hand in the States, 
T)oth propositions will be considered in its solution — i. e., academic work in the 
morning and manual work in the afternoon. By intensifying manual and household 
arts through lengthening the time devoted to it, and by increasing the number of 
the shop models and tl)e exercises in cooking and sewing, the value of the work can 
extend beyond the "educational" into the "vocational" without increasing very 
nmch the expense for equii)ment or teachers, as any additional teaching beyond the 
limit of the head teacher can be done by an assistant at a comparatively low salarj*. 

Besides the regular schoolrooms the following departments ought to be provided 
for: Woodwork, cooking, sewing, laundry, and drawing (with an adjoining room 
for weaving and basketry, containing shelves for exhibition of finished products). 
Besides regular academic teachers, it will be necessary to engage a woman teacher 
for free-hand drawing (including weaving, etc.), a man* teacher for woodwork Join- 
ery, wood turning, and carving), a woman teacher of cooking, who can temporarily 
take charge of the sewing and laundry work. 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 185 

The teacher of drawing can be obtained at such a school as the Philadelphia School 
of Design or Pratt Institute for $800 or $900. The instructor of woodwork for this 
school will be easier to obtain than for the agricultural schools, as he need not be 
qualified to teach blacksmithing or to adapt his work to agricultural needs. Gradu- 
ates of Pratt Institute, Ohio State Univei-sity, Worcester Polytechnic Institute are espe- 
cially well fitted to do the work (salary not less than $1,000) . A teacher of house- 
hold science capable of oi^anizing this department and teaching cooking, sewing, and 
laundry work is very difficult to obtain. Laundry work is too important a subject 
to be left out, and a short course will go a long ways (salary $800). 

Instruction in the commercial branches of bookkeeping, stenography, typewriting, 
and accounts will be a popular course, and the success of the graduates from this work 
will serve a good purpose in drawing attention to the value of the school as a whole. 

The school should have evening sessions for those employed daytimes, courses being 
open to adults as well as older children. Children from Rio Piedras and Santurce 
can take industrial work one afternoon a week, transportation being made by electrics, 
using school tickets bought by the department at reduced rates. It will be noticed 
that I have left out blacksmitning, tinsmithing, nursing, plumbing, and machine shop 
practice. Three of these subjects require expensive ecjuipments and three additional 
teachers, and the probability of small numbers taking these subjects forces me to leave 
them out. They will be considered elsew^here in connection with a school at Rio 
Piedras. 

Ponce has already made plans for an industrial school, and a piece of land adjoin- 
ing has been set apart for a high and graded school. I believe that the plans I looked 
over will meet very acceptably the needs for this city. The rooms set aside for aca- 
demic purposes can be used as such until the high and graded school is built, at which 
time I believe the industrial departments will be so crowded as to need these rooms, 
then the academic work had better be provided for in the newer building. 

In the larger cities of the States it is customary to separate manual training high 
schools and regular high schools for good reasons which need not be discussed here. 
In a city like Ponce I do not l)elieve it ought to be necessary. There would be a 
saving m the cost of maintenance, as one principal could exercise supervision over 
both, for practical education will come to dominate the educational policy of these 
two schools. The school should differ from the San Juan school only in the indus- 
trial subjects taught and in the stress that is to be laid on the industrial work. As 
you may see from my preliminary outline, this city ought to have the stronger 
course in industrial arts. The work in the department of industrial arts ought to ])e 
intensified, making it practically a vocational school with an "educational" side, 
just the reverse of the San Juan school. It ought to have some commercial work, 
ought to be open evenings, and ought to provide a little elementary instruction in 
some of the industrial arts for all the children of the adjacent building. 

I suggest the following departments: Plumbing, woodwork, drawing (free-hand 
and mechanical), forging, printing, tinsmithing, leather work, cooking, sewing, and 
laundry work. The equipments ought to be as extensive as possible and so arranged 
as to allow for growth. The grade of teachers ought to be similar to that of San 
Juan, except that native teachers can be employed in those departments where there 
are few pupils and where the services of the teachers will not be needed for full 
time. This will be especially true of classes in tinsmithing, leather work, and 
printing. The equipments for these last departments are not expensive, neither do 
they take up much space. 

I found the work m Mayaguez already under way, and the acting principal will 
prove to be very acceptable, and that he will have the full support of the supervisor 
of the district is an assured fact. The teacher of sloyd now emi)loyed is hardly com- 
petent to develop the work. The Mayaguez school needs a man who has had experi- 
ence in other lines of manual training than sloyd. The majority of sloyd teachers are 
not familiar with leather work, cardboard construction, weaving, etc., which can be 
made an important part of elementary manual training, a training which ought to ))e 
given to every child m Mayaguez. About the smallest and i)oorest lighted room in the 
building has been chosen for the woodwork. The cooking dei)artniont is starting 
out with a good e(|uipuient. I have already stated the kind of an industrial school 
which I think this city ought to have. I do not think it will be wise to attempt any 
strictly vocational work. It will be better to strive to place as many pupils as ])ossi])le 
underthe good influences of industrial arts, and this means larjre numbers, short 
courses, and not many kinds of work. I suggest the following: Elementary manual 
training, woodwork, drawing, cooking, sewing. 

I have endeavored in this report to keep back any thoughts of the higher indus- 
trial education, partly because I knew that prol^ably it would not be feasible at this 
time, and partly beciiuse there is already too much tendency in educallou^A \k<<sv^ 
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rvi*ry\vli«'n* !•> iMiild fn»iii tin* ti>|i linwn and n.it fnmi the lM»ttom up. It is easier to 
plan lor tlu* privi !«•«.:«•« I iVw than to pniviile for the many. It i.»* easier to train a hun- 
ih-iMl men t(» U' «*n^in(*fP' an<i nianaurers \vorkin>; on salary than it m to train a thou- 
^aIl•l iiit>n to ilo a >;(hn1 job ami m-x a \vrll-earnt*<l (hiy's wavret? in return. 

ThnMiL'lioiit th«* wholr n*|M»rl, Jiowrvrr, then* have l)een t\v<i ^rreat «|ueHtions in my 
iiiiml. Thf tlrst is, "When* are the tea<hers who are prei»are«l to carry on this 
iniln^trial and a^ricultui-al work: must they always )>e Amerieans, who have tospend 
two years in adjiistini: theiiiH'lvcs to Porto Kican met h<^ Is, only to return to the 
Stat»'s?" Thf srionil is. *'li«iw can then** ch^mentary and hif;her graded Miools 
train youni: l>oys. who havr physiral and mental immaturity, to do industrial and 
aLM'irnltiiral wi»rk whieh will show almost immediate renultH of the ei*onomic value of 
tht'M* snhj«*<-ts?" 

Thf tirst question mi;:ht 1k» answered ])y some who would say that a few of the 
y<»nnj: peoplr ou;:ht to he sent t«» the States*an<l >:iven the e<lueation which would fit 
them tti teach these subjects; hut my answer is that if the prot*[)e4-tive teachers develop 
into v<'ry ca|nih]e y«»un;: men an«l women thev will probably never stay in theteai'h- 
iuL' proii'.^sion. The opportunilii's to act as Porto Kican repn^Hcntatives of business 
ii<»ii>es will tempt the yoiin^ men, and traininv! young ladieH at a heavy Htate expense. 
ex|M'<tinjr them to fore^ro marria;r«*, is an ex|K*nsive delusion. This plan is like jait- 
tinu all the e;;;rs in <»ne basket. 

The otljer «| nest ion is a very s<Mious one. The neople of Porto Rico are poor. 
Tlmse wb«» will patronize the v«»cational scIkkiIs will ]>e among the poorest. Many 
of them will be «>bli^red to leave school earlv, an<l s<jthe length of time that theyean 
spend in a driven course will be short, ami conse<|ueutly they can hardly I)e more 
tlian the workers, mechanic's, small fanners, etc. Porto Rico needs men trained to 
nian the work for other w(»rkmen; m»tMls men so trained that they can almost revo- 
lutioni/e airricnitural methods, and who will be able to carry out the directions laid 
down by capitalists and promoters. The sclunds whose courses of study I have out- 
lined ran never do a >:ra<hM»f work such as will supply well-trained young men capable 
(►f workini; <»ut lar^e probU^nn. Klementary v<K'ational schools m the iStates could 
supply boys to iill the "industrial niches," but Porto Rico nee<l8 to have "industrial 
niches" created, as well as bovs to fill them. If b<jy8 can not afford to stay in these 
iiKlustrial schools Ion;; enou«;li to thoroughly learn a trade, can not some plan be 
devised which will keep them in school by avoiding the question of poverty? I 8ee 
only one answer to the two main (piestions raise<l as regarcfe obtaining not only teach- 
ers for the work, but ipiick economic returns of the benefits of hidustrial and agrieol- 
tural education. It is this: Organize a Tuskt»gee or Hampton Institute in Porto 
Rico, for I Indieve that these schools are exercising a great influence in the South. 
They furnish a lilnTal education to all who ai>idy l)y having arrangements whereby 
a stuilent can pay his way tlirou^rh the stdiool. 

A general scheine of the Porto Kican agricultural and mechanic arts college might 
be as follows: This collejre can probably l>e established under the Morrill Act if the 
insular L'overnment will meet the requirements of this act and if the school does 
work of a bijfb enough jrrade to rome within its provisions. 

SYNOPSIS OK MoKKILL A(TS, 1W2 AND 1890. 

Annual appropriation from the sale of pul)lic lands for the endowment and main- 
tenance ( >f c< )lle^es f< >r t he benefit < >f agriculture and the mechanic arts shall be $25,000 
to be applied only to instnu'tion in agriculture, mechanic arts, Knglish language, and 
various branches of mathematical, ])hysical, natural, and economic science, with 
s])e<ial reference to their a])plication to the industries of 'life. No distinction is made 
f<»r race or color, but there can be sei)anite schools, provide<l that the money be 
e(|ually divided. The grants of money authorized by this act are made subject to 
th<» Ii'jrislative assent of tln^ several States and Territories. Nox>ortion of said money 
shall l>e applitMl diri'ctly or indirectly to the jairchase, erection, preservation, or rei>air 
of any building or buildings. An annual report by the president of each of the said 
colleges shall be n\m\o to the St»cretary of AgricuUure, as well as to the Secretary of 
th(^ Interior, regarding conditions, progress of each college, including statistical 
information in regard to its recei])ts, ex])en<litures, liVirary, number of students and 
professors, an<l also any improvements and experiments which may be made under 
the (linM-tion of any experiment station attached to the said college.* 

The location of the school shr)uld be in Rio Pie<lras, as this is near the capital, the 
norinal school, and easy of access. The efjuipment at the normal school wcmld then 
be available for some of the academic work of the college, saving considerable expense 
in equi])ment, and help in prom(»ting a general e<lucational atmosphere. Theobjei't 
of this (!ollege should oe to give the viumg people of Porto Rico an opportunitv to 
aniuire literary ^ industrial, and agricuVUiTaX fei\\\e\3kX.\c>xv-— \,^i\^^v'.^\ftfc\'ewiftT^\v'hen ttey 
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return to the community from which they came throuj^h the practicing.' of tliosc 
methods learned in school. The tuition ought to l>e free on account of the poverty 
of the pupils likely to attend this school. The l)oard oujrht to l>e a certain sum per 
month, paid for partly in cash and partly in labor, or else all in labor. There nhould 
be a day school and a* night school. Candidates should l)e at lea.^t 15 years old, of 
good physique, must be able to read and write, able to i)a8s an examination in arith- 
metic and geography, and have a certificate of character from a foi-mer teacher or a 
recommendation froni a former employer. Those who can pay for their )>oard should 
attend the day school, and the night'school should be for those who are obliged to 
pay their way through school by obtaining employment in the vicinity in the day- 
time or by working around the tuildings of the school. The labor of these students 
must be satisfactory in order to have their work accepted as part payment. As the 
student's ability increases the pay ought to be increased accordingly.* Pui)ils should 
buy their own books. In orderto comply with the Morrill act, nlilitary <lrill must 
be introduced, and the school will \>e carried on better under military discipline. 
A band should be introduced into the school. Both of th(»se featuri's would 1h» 
especially desirable and popular in Porto Rico on account of the natun» of the Port(» 
Ricans, who not only like marching and music, but really need some lorm of i)hys- 
ical exercise which will develop the chest. Tlie band would be a good feature in 
contributing to the social elements which in Porto Kico are so thoroughly enjoyed. 
Public rhetoricals would be very interesting, an<l as a line t)f outside interest would 
prove very acceptable. An assemblv hall, gymnasium, and drill room can lu' com- 
bined into one room. Students ought to wear a school uniform. 

Following is a list of the subjects in manual and industrial arts with their toi)i<'s. 
The topics coming under agricultural work have been omitted here, as I havi' already 
given an outline of an agricultural course of study. Theonly difft^rence lietwi'cn the 
work done in agriculture in this school and that done in* the district agricultural 
schools would be in theuse of thefarm machinery, in a practical coursi' in care of stock, 
and in the more advanced scientific work in the laboratories and fields tliat can be 
done in a school where the pupils can obtain thorough elementary instruction; this 
thorough instruction being possible because the children are kept in school longer, 
and because they are in a certain sense selected from the elementary schools. 

Woodwork in carpentry, wood turning, cabinetmaking; names of tools; series of 
problems illustrating methods of planing, sawing, chiseling, etc.; framing; flooring; 
roofing; stair building; cabinet and furniture making; use of mai'hinery; study of 
available timber; building wagons, wheelbarrows, farming implements, etc. All 
school repairs can be done by student^. 

Blacksmithing. — Tools; fires; exercises involving different tools and proci'sses; 
setting tires; horseshoeing, wagon work, repair work about school ])roperty. 

Printing, — Tools and names of type; technical terms; mixing inks and colors; use 
of machinery; book and circular binding; publication of school paper; catalogui's; 
notices, etc. All this work is a great aid in Knglish, besides being a good trade. 

Leather work: — Names of tools; different stitches; ))reparation of leather; repair- 
ing; cleaning; oiling harness; making odd i)arts; making harness; carriage trim- 
ming; drafting and cutting patterns for shoes; measuring; running of stitching 
machines; rei)airing shoes of pupils in the school. 

Painting. — Names of colors; exterior and interior work on houses; staining, var- 
nishing, and finishing furniture. Renovating of school e(iuipment should be in 
hands of students. 

Masonry and plastering. — Tools; study of cements, sand, foundations; interior and 
exterior work; reading of plans; making estimates; building of new buildings. 

Ti ) 18 n tithing. — Tools; soldering; making household articles, such as pans, pails, 
milk pans, etc.; drafting patterns; roofing; repairing school eijuipment. 

Drav'ing. — All students in the school taking mechanical work ought to take draw- 
ing. The first-year work is necessarily i)re|)aratory to the later work — learning uses 
of instruments, accuracy, and neatness. From this elementary work the course 
extends to more advanced work of furniture designing, house building, and similar 
problems of construction. In connection with mechanical drawing there should be 
instruction in free-hand drawing for the girls and for those boys who show special 
aptitude in this kind of work, and should cover composition, letterhig, pen-and-ink 
work, charcoal work, life study, etc. 

Sciring. — Threading needle; basting; different stitches; darning; buttonholes; 
operating sewing machine; measuring; cutting and making garments; drafting; talks 
on hygienic principles of (Iress; colors; textiles; manufacture of cloths. 

MWinerg. — In this department many of the methods learne<l in the sewing class 
and many of the principles of form and color can be ai)plied. The course extends 
from the wiring and binding of hats to their decoratitm with ribbons, bows, and silks. 
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CookiiKj. — Making and caring for fires; washing dishes; different kinds of utensils; 
cooking of brea(i8, mutfins, and pancakes; vegetable cooking; meats; cereals; fish; 
eggs, and soups; cleaning of woodwork and equipment; care of table linen; advanced 
theoretical work in food com^)08ition; study of dietaries; economic values. There 
ought to l)e a thorough course m home nursing, for it is an important subject. Pre- 
serving fruits has large |^)Oj?sibilitie8. 

Laundering. — Kinds of water and soap; alkalies; bluing, starches; acids; washing 
of different materials; removal of stains and laundering of delicate pieces; use of 
laundering machinery. 

Basketnf. — Tools; braiding; twisting; sewing into simple forms; harnaony of mate- 
rials and color; decorative work; manufacture of baskets for use in school equipment. 

This sc^hool being near San Juan can take care of those pupils who wish to spe- 
cialize in those industrial subjects not taught in the San Juan graded school, and the 
proximity of this college (?) and the normal school means trained native teachers 
tor the agricultural and industrial work. 

I have said nothing in regard to the academic work because in the early stages of 
this school it can not differ much from that which I have outlined for the Ponce 
school, and because the students will not be prepared to do work of a higher grade 
until the common si'hools have been thoroughly established. Of course the higher 
ptide of mechanical and industrial work can onlj be done when higher scientific work 
18 taught. For instance, a proper study of soil means a knowledge of chemistry; 
proper construction of buildings means a knowledge of the strength of materials and 
its accompanying mathematical formula. 

In conclusion I have summarized the important points of the report as follows: 

1. (ieneral argument of the value of agricultural and industrial education. 

2. Status of agricultural education in other countries. 

3. Agricultural and mechanic arts instruction in the United States. 

4. Important deductions made from the experience of other countries in this wori 
which may be applied to Porto Rico. 

5. Criticism ot present agricultural schools in Porto Rico. 

6. Recommend the continuance of these schools, but one ought not to expect too 
much of them. 

7. Recommend the establishment of district agricultural schools. As a banning 
I would suggest the immediate establishment of one on the island in the southwest- 
ern part, between Mayaguez and Yauco, this being, I believe, especially favorable 
territory in which to inaugurate this important phase of education and the best place 
for it to have a fair trial. 

8. Discouraging and encouraging features for the general introduction of this form 
of education. 

9. General scheme for the interests of industrial education in San Juan, Ponce, 
and Mayaguez, taking into consideration the differences between these cities. 

10. (ireneral outline for a mechanic arts and agricultural college, with statements 
showing the need for such an institution. 



Report of the Principal of the Mayaguez Industrial School. 

Mayaguez, P. R., June SO, 1903. 

Sir: In compliance with your request of recent date I take great pleasure in sub- 
mitting the first annual report of the Mayaguez Industrial School. 

We began Noveml)er 10, 1903, with 68 pupils. We matriculated about the same 
number of boys as girls. These 68 were then divided into four groups or divisions 
according to their several abilities. 

These children, generally speaking, are those who come from poor parents. How- 
ever, a number appear to be of a better class. It has been our constant aim to furnish 
these boys and girls examples of neatness, cleanliness, punctuality, and moral upright- 
ness. In connection with this, we would say that perhaps the greatest thing we have 
accomplished is the creating of a better moral tone. This is seen in their dress ami 
general behavior. 

Concerning the work more in detail, we would say that the children have shown 
themselves possessed of talent in drawing, ready with tools, and very teachable. 
Great interest has been shown in all branches. We feel that a course of study of 
about five years should be arranged soon in order to facilitate the work in coniing 
years. Again, if we are to introduce other branches of mechanical work, we must 
take off some of our academic work. 
The principal feels that we must make owt wotVl ^l-^ v^«LQ?C\^!a\ %& ^ssible. With 
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this in mind he has named many things in his requisition with which more practical 
work can be done. We should allow the first or highest class to go ahead with 
wood turning, building of doors, window sashes, furniture, and if possible build a 
small house. 

There seems to be a good opportunity for carpenters and cabinetmakers. The 
mechanical drawing and free-hand drawing should, as far as possible, be made to 
correlate w4th the several industries taught. 

There is some doubt in our mind as to what new industry should be introduced. 
At present there are few machine shops on the island, and these, generally speaking, 
are poorly equipped. There will doubtless be, in view of the railroads, sugar cen- 
trals, electric-light plants, ice plants, and electric trolley lines under construction, 
some need of maohinists and young men possessed of electrical knowledge. We 
have read that cotton can be raised here with considerable success. This also might 
bring about an industrial condition whereby men and women with ideas of machines 
and commercial relations would be in demand. 

We feel that the sewing and cookery should be as practical as possible. These 
branches of the work should be extended and more practical work introduced. 

We have noticed that the masons, carpenters, and other mechanics, when led by 
skilled American workmen, do excellent work. There are some very good mechanics 
in these trades, but they need skilled leaders, and need to be taught to calculate and 
to do their own thinking. 

Hat making and basket making seem in many parts to have reached a fair degree 
of perfection. We are in doubt as to the commercial importance of these, due to the 
change of styles, etc. 

Since coffee is being raised in many more countries now than a few years ago, we 
feel that it will be many years, if ever, before it gains its former importance. How- 
ever, we have not been on the island long, and any opinions that we have formed 
are likely to be changed on further investigation. 

Agriculture, properly taught and managed, ought to give good results. The writer 
has read and studied carefully the various agricultural reports about the island, and 
he feels sure that there is a grand future for this line of work. 

At present in our work here the greatest drawback is the lack of room in the 
building now occupied. The principal has thought over many plans for the better- 
ment and development of the work here and feels, with proper accommodations for 
the prosecution of the same, that good results are sure to follow. The boys and girls 
need to be taught exactness and care, and we must introduce such trade work as will 
develop their minds along scientific lines. With this in mind the course of study 
should be mapped out for a certain number of years and strictly followed. All studies 
that have a practical end should be given preference. Latin, for example, should 
have no place in an industrial school. 

Such studies as study of steam and the steam engine, strength of materials, physics, 
chemistry, and electricity should form an important part of the course. These 
studies should be presented in as practical a manner as possible, the pupil doing the 
actual work under the guidance of practical mechanics. We should surround the 
boys and girls with certain machines in order that they may more readily and sooner 
get some ideas and practical knowledge of their workings. 

The work for the past year, although but an experiment in many respects, has 
been a real success, and with increased opportunities the success will be correspond- 
ingly greater from year to year. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

Geo. W. Hamilton, Principal. 

The Commissioner of Education, San Juan, P. R. 



REPORT OF THE SUPERVISING PRINCIPAL OF KINDERGARTENS. 

San Juan, September 7, 190o. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the first annual report of the kindergartens 
of San Juan. 

Upon assuming the responsibility of supervising the kindergartens of Porto Rico, 
there were already established three separate branches of the work — in San Juan, Rio 
Piedras, and Ponce, respectively, each working independently. My first care was to 
unite this work and start on a cooperative plan. So far as San Juan and Rio Piedras 
is concerned, 1 think we may consider our work as very successful, but Ponce bein^ 
at a distance, it was more difficult to comnmmcate and o\Aa\iv ^ A^wc MvAfex^Xaxv^v^'^ 



VM) RKPOKT OF COMMISSIONKR OF F:DUCATI0N FOR PORTO RICU. 

witli tin* kimliT^artiuT in cliaiv'e. l^ut I feel coiivinceil that another year it may he 
HiKMVHsfuIly arraiijrtMl. 

Wv liav4\ uiif<»rtiinat4>l y, iK'en carrying on the kindeiyarten work in San Juan under 
Hniiu'what unfHvoral>le riniiinstanceH, tliroujrh unavoi(la})le mistakes. We started 
tlin*e classeH under the name of the *' Ponlsson kindeiyartens'' in the two lower rooms 
of the Lincohi SchiM)] huihlin^, with the promise of a separate building for the work 
as Moon it'^ one Huital>Ie eould Ik» found; we are still waiting. Nevertheless, under the 
cireumstances, we have manajftnl to make the work of general benefit to the children 
at H('h(M)l, and mori' than helpful in eonneeting the home and the school. 

FUieh el&^H in in charge of a native ^lireetress, who has })een trained in the work and 
who siKMiks Knglinh HuHiciently to carry on the work in tliat langOAge. She is assistel 
))v a '*|)Upil teacher/' of whoni I will H]>eak later. Each class has had an enrollment 
o{ 80 children, which, owing to the lack of room, could not be increased, although 
our intention was to enroll from 50 to 60 children. We have, therefore, been forced 
to carry a long waiting list. 

Tlu> work in each clasH has ))een carrie<l on with the main idea of developing the 
child's mind ami liroadening his ideas, while spei^ial stress is laid on the necessity 
of self-reliance an<l helpfulness to others. There has been a general programme 
laid out for all the work, taking for its })asic idea, ''The child in his relation to 
man," and this in tuni has })een divided into special topics which the individual 
teacher has taken for the ])ase of her weekly and daily programme. 

The kindergartner's work cloes not stop here. Kvery home must be visited once 
or twice a month, and kin<lergartner ami mother can consult as to the special needs 
of the child, and many an<l pleasant — as well as useful — have been the experiences. 
Mothers have come to me with tears in their eyes, worrving over various misde- 
meanors or shortcomings in their little ones. We' have talked the matter over, and 
usually with satisfactory results. 

The great complaint in the l^eginning was the numerous "tardy babes" who 
would come straggling into the kindergarten any time between 9 and 10 o'clock. 
This, the mothers explaine<i, was unavoidable owing to their many duties in the 
house. "Babv had to wait until brother and sister had been made ready for 
school." "Why not teach the little ones to help themselves?" This was a new 
i>ro])lem, and wlien placed ])efore the child in the right light was usually solved by 
111 m self. 

Then again the improvements in the homes and the benefits derived from the 
kindergarten may ])e readily seen by the visiting kindergartner. The homes are 
cleaner, the interest in the child's life is keener, and the general drawing together 
of child, kindergartner, and parent is more helpful to the development of the child 
than a year's schooling. 

I called on a mother the other day and she complained that her boy was never 
satisfied with anything for more than five minutes at a time. He was an only child, 
and conseriuently had l)een spoiled and petted. I suggested giving him some regular 
duties, and the reports since from ]K)th parent and tocher are most encouraging. 1 
could continue to relate dozens of experiences of such a kind were it not for lack of 
space and time. 

We have instituted a custom in the kindergarten by which we hope to help, morally 
at home and financially in the kindergarten, taking as our maxim "Something for 
something, and nothing for nothing," but a thing worth having is a thing worth 
working for. Each child is supposed to have some duty at home, by the perfonn- 
ance of which he is to earn one penny a day. This he brings to the kindergarten to 
pay for current expenses. We have* collected in the San Juan kindergarten about 
ten dollars, which has been spent for various necessities and entertainments during 
the year. 

We have also formed among the children a little society by which we are trying to 
instill into their hearts a love and care for animals. This is called the "Blue Ribbon 
Society." We have had up to date four meetings of the society in which the chihlren 
have related various tales of their animals at home, and in turn have been told stories 
of animal life. 

One meeting was held on Froebel's birthday, and each child, after making a frame 
for Froebel's picture and hearing a short story of his life and work for the children, 
told its little t^xperiences of the month. One little tot related how he had seen "a 
big l)oy " teasing a dog; had gone up to him and told him that " if he would stop he 
might become a meml)er of the society and wear a blue ribbon bow." 

Another feature of the work has been the parents' meetings. We began by meet- 
ing once a month for discussions on the kindergarten subjects, but some inothers 
exj)ressed a desire for a study class. A class was therefore organized for the study 
of story -teUing, to meet once a week. It was well attended for about two months, 
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and some good work was done by the mothers. We have had seven monthly parents' 
meetings, with an average of twenty-five parents present. These meetings are in- 
debted to various kind friends, among whom are Mr. Martinez, Mr. Drees, Mr. Juncos, 
and Miss Noel, for many valuable lessons and much useful advice, for which I am 
sure those who attended will ever be thankful. 

These meetings have really helped a great deal, especially in the opening of the 
mothers' eyes to the needs of the children. After each discourse there is an open 
meeting in which we discuss the subject in question, after which we usually have a 
little social entertainment. The subject of one meeting was "A parent's duty to the 
child," and special stress was laid upon the needs of the child during the developing 
period when he is incessantly asking questions. The speaker dwelt particularly on 
the harm accruing to the child who is denied an answer under the plea that " he is 
too young to understand," but again, how much good could be done by a few words 
which might satisfy the child's curiosity. Streas was also particularly laid upon the 
advantages to be gained by walks and talks with the children, thus leading the young 
mind to the parent for information. 

The week following this talk I was delighted to find that quite a number of mothers 
had tried the experiment. One mother whose gradual development I have been 
particularly interested in watching — as I have had two of her children with me — I 
met with her two little girls walking along the "paseo" in Puerta de Tierra. They 
were gazing intently up at a big tree, and I found out that the little one had been 
inquiring if that big tree had, once been little. Her mother told her ** Yes," and 
that if she should plant a young tree now she would see how it grew larger and taller 
each year. 

A father whose child, on entering the kindergarten last year, was willful, shy and 
sad, never wishing to play, told me that he now has a full set of kindergarten mate- 
rial in his home and is an entirely changed child, forever inquiring what things are 
for, and how they are made, etc. 

The w^ork of the Rio Piedras kindergarten is carried on under the same plan as 
San Juan, with the exception that there is but 1 directress, with 1 assistant, and 
an enrollment of 50 children. The location of the building is ideal. Situated on the 
normal-school ground it has the advantage of using the surrounding garden for the 
children, each child having his individual bit of ground for planting and tending. 

The mothers have shown a great interest in the work, and frequently spend an 
hour in the kindergarten during the morning. One mother has spent most of her 
mornings there, and claims that it has been a liberal education. Not only has she 
benefited, but her entire home and life has changed. The improvement in the 
homes of these children is indescribable, and the mothers are constantly telling us 
of the difference in the children's dispositions in their homes, and the most mar- 
velous changes are visible in their cleanliness and habits. 

The directress has made during the six months of the school year 229 visits, mak- 
ing a monthly average of 38. 

Special note has been made by the teachers in the public schools regarding the 
difference in the children who have had a kindergarten training, and they are 
almost unanimous in favor of the training. One teacher remarked the other day 
that the children from the kindergarten seemed so much better prepared to help 
themselves and are cleaner and better behaved than those entering directly from the 
streets. 

The regular visiting and parents' meetings are also part of the monthly programme. 
These meetings in Kio Piedras have l^een particularly interesting ana encouraging. 
The mothers have been very regular in their attendance, and have evinced both 
pleasure and appreciation, entering into the spirit of the work, and after the dis- 
courses, which have been a repetition of those given in San Juan, they have been 
studying the games, enteringinto them with thetruechildspirit. These plays, although 
so often misunderstood and ridiculed by the public, are the mainstay of life and 
love-inspiring mediums for teaching, and form the basis for all education. As Plato 
says, "The plays of children have the mighties^t influence on the maintenance of 
law\" And again: **From the first years the plays of children ought to be subject 
to laws; for if these plays and those who take part in them are arbitrary and law- 
less, how can children ever become virtuous men, abiding by and obedient to law? 
If, on the contrary, children are trained to submit to law in their plays, the love for 
law enters their souls with the music accompanying the games, never leaves them, 
and helps in their development." 

The class for young girls who wish to study the kindergarten work was started 
simply with the hope of interesting some young people in the study of child nature. 
There was absolutely no encouragement given them in the way of future benefit, and I 
was very much surprised to find on the first announcement an application IvalOkl^x^wt 
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twenty young jrirlg. Out of these I selivtetl a dozen as good starting material. The 
plan had been to ailniit only half a dozen, but as I supposed there would be many 
enthusiasts in the beginning who would gradually drop out, I started with a larger 
nunilwr. M^- pre<liction8 proved true, for after persuatUng four of the number to 
attend the high sc^hool my class gradually diminished to five pupils and 1 was forced, 
on account of not having the spei*ial school building, to refuse all further applicante. 
The five young latlies who have remained with me during the year are now preparing 
to take tfie entrance examinations for the normal school. In their work with me 
they have studied the general principles of education and the practice and theory of 
the Froebel system, but my special effort has l)een to develop the power of reasoning 
and thinking*an<l to awaken the love for iuvesti^tion. They have also had a class 
in English twice a week with Miss Ward, the directress of the Rio Piedras kinder- 
garten. 

They have also attende<l the morning session of the kindergarten, and if the build- 
ing had permitted the plan would have V)een to have admitted fifty extra children 
for practice classes. Tnder the existing circumstances, 1 have been able only togive 
them the care of a class at different times or a few children selected from the regular 
classes. 

Once a week the four directresses met with me for the arrangement of the 
week's programme, ami to talk over any special case or plan which may present 
itself. After this work has been completed, we have been spending a half nour in 
the study of Froebel's great work, The Educator of Man. During this reading niany 
im|)ortant questions have been discussed and a feeling of friendliness and helpfulness 
inspirine: each of us to do better work the following week awakened, and we have 
learned to appreciate that all-powerful motto '*In union there is strength." 
Very respectfully, yours, 

ZiLLAH J. ROBBINS, 

Super dsing Principal of Kindergarten Work. 
The CoMMiasioNER of Education, San Juan, P. R. 



OBSERVATIONS ON EDUCATIONAL WORK IN PORTO RICO. 

[By Dr. Charles De Garmo, of Cornell University.] 

Cornell University, Ithaca^ N. y., June6y 190S. 
Dear Doctor Lindsay: I am glad to conform to your recent request that I should 
write yon a brief letter concerning my recent participation in your educational con- 
ferences throughout the island. 

THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH IN PORTO RICO. 

I confess to a somewhat sceptical state of mind before I visited the island regarding 
the succt^ssfnl outlook of an attempt to teach the whole people a new tongue. I was 
familiar with the meager success that the English have had in such efforts in India, 
and I had just rec-eived a long antl eloquently expressed letter showing the futility of 
such efforts in the remoter parts of the Philippine Islands, but my preconceived notions 
upon this subject were wholly changed by w^hat I saw in Porto Rico. The first thing 
that impressed me in this respect was the evident desire of the people to compass the 
use of this new tongue. I found even gray-headed men, each with his morsel of 
English, which he was good enough to try to use with the visitor w^ho had not paid 
him the conii)liment of trying to learn a single word of Spanish. We were greeted 
everywhere with American patriotic songs by the school children. They evidently 
took a vast pride in their ability to read their English books with facility. Then, 
again, their copy books were marvels of skill in sj)elling and penmanship and even in 
correct structure. Constant inspection for eleven days in many parts of the island 
convinced me that the children were not only able to learn English, but willing and 
even anxious to do so. I found every where, 'moreover, the schools supplied witn the 
best of our modern American text-books in English, and, most important of all, I 
found American teachers in every village who were devoting themselves to the train- 
ing of children and to Porto Rican teachers in the practical use of the English lan- 
guage. We have many illustrations in history of people who have become bilingual, 
and no one who understands the capacity of the Latin- American in the acquisition of 
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language can doubt that, if desire and opportunity and good training are at hand, 
combined as they are in Porto Rico, ultimate success in the acquisition of the English 
will be obtained' 

The only iK)int of criticism that seems to me worth making in this respect is that 
the pronunciation of the English by the children is extremel}] crude and foreign 
sounding. If the English were to be attained as a mere academic accomplishment, 
as most Americans learn French or Italian, it would not matter seriously about the 
pronunciation. But since the Porto Rican wants English not so much for cultural 
as for practical purposes, the pronunciation becomes a very important matter. 
Moreover, childhood is precisely the period when the sounds of a foreign language 
can be most easily and correctly learned. Nor is this mastery a really difficult task. 
The vocal organs of a child are extremely flexible, and if used patiently and cor- 
rectly for a short time can be quickly trained to give the English sounds. I recom- 
mend, therefore, that the teachers pay very much more attention to phonology than 
they are now doing; that charts of the English sounds be written upon the board or 
npon manila paper, and the children be drilled upon them everv day for a few min- 
utes. This, I am sure, will be more than worth while. It is really a somewhat vital 
matter if the acquisition of English in Porto Rico is to be of permanent value. 
American teichers in Porto Rico would do well to study the modern methods in 
France and Germany for acqjuiring an accurate pronunciation of foreign tongues. 
Thev have everything in their hands, because they are native to the language, and 
need only to impart thoroughly and systematically what they themselves know in 
order to obtain the very highest success. 

The department might easily have manila charts of the English elementary sounds 
prepared and furnishSl to theschools. Children delight in this sort of exercise, and 
their reading will quickly show the effects of such drill. An American ought to be 
able to understand the Porto Rican child when he reads in the American Second 
Reader, but at present it is more than one can now do whose ear has not been trained 
to the peculiar mtonations and pronunciations of English given by the Porto Rican 
children. , 

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING. 

The modem world is coming to believe that the education of a people should con- 
form to their industrial and social needs, rather than to any preconceived scheme of 
education which is to be followed irrespective of differences in race, tradition, or 
practical needs. We have some impressive lessons of that kind in our own country. 
For a long time after the close of our civil war it was thought that all we needed to 
do to make the former slaves self-respecting, self-supporting, and self-governing was 
to train their minds in the same way that the sons of ministers and college professors 
were trained in the North. The idea did not occur to us that Latin would not have 
the same transforming influence upon the mind of the black men that it has in some 
cases upon the minds of white men, and therefore we established colleges for colored 
men. We trained them in the same abstract mathematics and grammar and lan- 
guages that we were accustomed to rely upon in the North, but the result was anv- 
thing but satisfactory. W^e succeeded in reaching but a very few of the colored youth, 
and whatever we may have done personally to those whom we did reach, we suc- 
ceeded in spoiling most of them for any practical usefulness for their race or their 
country. It is only now after some thirty years or more of experiment that we are 
fitting our education to the social and economic needs of these people, and it is a 
striking fact that the best type of education is to-day found in the colored and Indian 
schools for industrial training. Porto Rico is in a position to proflt by this long and 
expensive experimentation in the Ignited States. The great problem of education in 
Porto Rico is not the cultivation of a few choice intellects, but is rather the elevation 
of great masses of people to economic and civic independence. To accomplish this 
result it is very evident that we should not repeat the failures of early American 
efforts, but should forthwith adapt our instruction to the peculiar social and economic 
needs of the people we are trying to educate. For this reason, a visitor from the 
States is fiUea with admiration for the wisdom and efficiency of the work now being 
projected bv the education department in Porto Rico, and which is being so earn- 
estly and effectivelv carried out in the various communities. Everywhere one sees 
the effort to make the instruction practical and useful. Of course, the lack of means 
is pathetically evident, but the kind of education attempted is full of promise for the 
future. 

It is very evident that a great industrial school like that whose corner stone was 
recently laid in Ponce should l)e established in every one of the larger cities of the 
island. These schools, whose avowed object is to lay the foundation for trades and 
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industrieH, are much surer to do the kin<l of work that is necessary than any other 
education tliat can )>e obtained through formal manual training:. In our efforts to 
universalize all of our instruction so as to make it generally useful for ever\i;hingand 
practically useful for nothing, we often make grot^ue mistakes. Thus, for instance, 
we take a form of manual traininj^ that is good tor a heavily timbered northern 
country, one of whose o<;cui nations is the making of toys from its native wood, and 
transport this so-called sloyd system into regions in which there is little or no wood 
to l)e had and in which the people never have thought of manufacturing toys. I 
trust that the schools in Porto Rico will not fall" into similar errors, but that the 
manual training which is attemi)ted will Ihj such as can be applied to profitable ends 
under the conditions of Porto Rican life. This, of course, is a new problem in adap- 
tation of a noble educational ideal, but it is one of immense unportance and one that 
must be solved there if the manual training is to be of any serious inaport. 

Intlustrial work in mral schools is a difficult problem in any country, and I fancy 
is unusually difficult in Porto Rico, whose surface is broken up by mountains and 
valleys. But the present beginnings of the establishment of ajgricultural schools are 
most promising. In those districts in which the population is relatively dense the 
commissioner's plan of having two teachers for each school is a most happy one, for 
the children can spend half their time in the schoolroom and the other half in the 
field or in industrial work that is akin to field work and supplementary to it 
Nowhere in the Unite<l States, so far as I know, is any such admirable plan carried 
into execution, but it is an ideal toward which our people are moving. 

PORTO RICO MUST BE BETTER KNOWN. 

I am convinced that the welfare of Porto Rico can be promoted in no better way 
than in ])ecoming ])etter known in the United States. It is a small island and a long 
way off, and ext-ept as a stray paragraph in a newspaper now and then rerain(M 
Americans of its existence, it is to most as if it were not. 

Porto Rico needs to be better known in order to be better understood and noore 
thorouj^hly appreciated. If Americans could realize how earnestly the people of tiie 
island wish to profit by their new opportunities, to rise to their new responsibilities, 
to utilize to its fullest extent the larger political and economic life opening before 
them, it is certain that a readier and fuller sympathy would be extended to them. 
They would l)e taken more seriously and regardea as of more real importance. 
When the people of the United States think of Porto Rico they are likely to picture 
its dot-like space upon the map and not its teeming population; or, if they contem- 
plate the inhabitants at all, they are likely to see the foreigner and not the fellow- 
countryman — the man of strange language, of peculiar features and complexion, and 
not a new and valuable type of American citizen. These misconceptions are due to 
ignorance. 

Again, the greatest need of Porto Rico to-day, after the education of its children, 
is the development of its present and possible productive industries. But this means 
money as well as enterprise. The children now in the schools must find something 
profitable to do when their education is accomplished, if they are not to sink back 
into a j)eonage that is perhaps worse than the old. A people to be self-governing 
must be self-supporting, and, within such limited confines as hem Porto Rico in, the 
only possible permanent solution is the growth of manufacturing industries. But if 
the United States continues to regard the island as a name, how are its possibilities 
to become realized, its industries developed? Thousands would enjoy its equable 
climate, its glorious scenery, and would gladly invest their money within its borders 
were they but properly informed. For every reason, therefore, the island should 
become better known. 

Is there here not an oi)portunity for the lovers of Porto Rico to start and maintain 
a propaganda in its favor? AVe want to know about your coffee, tobacco, and sugar 
industries; your citrons and other fruits, and what may be done with them; your 
straw hat and other similar manufactures, and your drawn work. We want informa- 
tion in attractive form about your climate, your mountains and streams, your homes 
and institutions. The human elements in your lives are sure to appeal to the human 
elements in ours. There is abundant evidence that American papers and magazines 
would welcome contributions from such fresh fields. I recommend, therefore, that 
every man or woman in Porto Rico who can do so acceptably should use his utmost 
endeavors to make that beautiful island better known in the United States. 

THE NEW UNIVERSITY. 

Finally, not unduly to prolong this letter, I would commend the establishment of 
your new university and hope ior ita lapid d^N^lovva^vvt, Such an institution would 
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contribate largely to making the island better known, not only in the United States, 
but in Latin America and in Europe. Students will flock to it from every land; ita 
professors will contribute to the advancement of knowledge, and will, as you your- 
self have so ably shown, powerfully contribute to the solution of some of the most 
pressing problems of the New World. 

very truly, yours, Charles De Garmo. 

Dr. Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

CommissUmer of Education, San Juan, P. i?. 



REPORT OF CHIEF OF DIVISION OF SUPERVISION AND STATISTICS ON 
ENGLISH EXAMII^ATIONS OF PORTO RICAN TEACHERS. 

San Juan, P. R., May 26, 190S. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report on the examination in 
English for Porto Rican teachers, which was held in accordance with circular No. 
110. Although this circular was criticised in the island press by a few people, under 
the pret-ense of defending the rights of the teachers, byafewex-teiachers, who, through 
various good reasons had lost their positions, and by a limited number of teachers 
who had underestimated the importance of J^nglish, and had neglected to study it 
heretofore, I am glad to say that the vast majority of the teachers immediately b^an 
to prepare for this examination, in accordance with the terms of the circular. The 
questions for this examination were prepared by the department, and the regular 
examination was held on the morning of April 25, 1903. Upon the request of vari- 
ous teachers who, through sickness or other just causes, were unable to present them- 
selves at this time, it was decided to hold a special examination on May 16, 1903, at 
which 76 teachers presented themselves. Together with this report I send a set of 
(questions for each grade of teachers. That the Porto Rican teachers are eager and anx- 
ious to learn the English language and that they are studying it with commendable 
enthusiasm is shown by the met that 934 teachers serving in the public schools of 
Porto Rico presented themselves out of a total of 1,008 employed. In addition to 
this, 28 teachers holding certificates from this department but not teaching in the 
public schools also presented themselves. This is ample proof that the teachers, as 
a body, are fully in sympathy with the general intnjduction of English in Porto 
Rico. Only 74 teachers now employed failed to present themselves, and it must be 
remembered that many of these have passed the maximum age limit and hence 
will not receive certificates for the coming year. 

The papers of the teachers were promptly forwarded to this department by the 
persons in charge of the examination and were carefully examined and marked by 
a committee appointed by the commissioner of education. The committee conscien- 
tiously tried to give each teacher the mark that he deser^'ed, but as an additional 
precaution after the papers were marked, those receiving 96 per cent or over were 
presented to another competent authority for reexamination and verification in order 
to determine to whom the prizes should be awarded, and it was found that excep- 
tionally high per cents were obtained by the following principals: Jaime L. Drew, 
Adjuntas, 98.1; Carlos A. Reicherd, Mayaguez, 98; Carlos N. Munoz, Guayama,96.7; 
Manuel G. Nin, Yauco, 96.6. 

Upon investigation it was learned that Mr. Drew is an American by birth, and 
hence is debarred from receiving a prize. It has also been learned that Mr. Muiloz has 
enjoyed the benefit of a period of residence in the United States of such length as to aid 
him materially in the acquisition of English. The committee was of the opinion that 
the first prize of $25 and a certificate of attainment in English should be awarded to 
Carlos A. Reicherd, of Mayaguez, and the second prize, consisting of a silver medal, 
to Manuel G. Nin, of Yauco. It was also found that the following graded teachers 
received the three highest marks out of the total number examined: Kamona Rivera, 
Naranjito, 97.7; Francisco Carretero Elfas, Hatillo, 97.8; Jos^ Gonzales Ginorio, 
Arecibo, 97.3. It was recommended also that the first prize of $25 and a certificate of 
attainment in English for the ])est graded examination be awarded to Ramona Rivera, 
of Naranjito; and as the two gentlemen mentioned have both received exactly the 
same mark, each of them should be awarded a silver medal as second prize. 

It was found that Isidora Alera, of Agnada, and Pedro Jos^ Correa Negron, of 
Utuado, had both received 97.2 per cent, which is the highest mark received by any 
rural teacher. It was therefore recommended that the prize money be equally 
divided between the two and that each receive $12.50 in cash and a certificate of 
attainment in English. The next highest mark given to a rural teacher was obtained 
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by Juan Franquiz, of Yauco, who received 97 percent, and it was recommended that 
he l)e given the second prize consisting of a silver medal for the best rural 
examination. 

I have carefully investigated the record of the teachers mentioned for prizes and 
find that they well deserve this honor, as what they have done in the study of 
English has })een due largely to their own earnestness, zeal, perseverance, and deter- 
mination to win. I herewith forward their papers for your own perusal. 

However, I wish to say that these teachers are not the only ones who have made 
the l>e8t of their opportunities, as is shown by the fact that 23 teachers received 95 
per cent or over, barring Americans and those recommended for prizes, which shows 
that their work in this examination is a high credit to themselves and a testimony 
to the faithful work that the teachers, as a whole, have been doing. I submit their 
names and respectfully reconmiend that they be given honorable mention by pub- 
lishing their names in the leading newspapers of Porto Rico. 

I also bt»g to call your attention to the fact that some of our teachers, such as those 
of Cidra, Barrancjui'tas, Barros, and a few other towns, have not enjoyed the benefits 
of instruction bv an English-speaking teacher. Nevertheless, they, as well as a large 
number of rural teachers who were prevented from attending the English classes by 
rains, bad roads, and other iust causes, presented themselves at the examination and 
did their best, for which they deser\^e full credit. The result of the examination 
shows that 167 teachers ret'eived 90 per cent or over, 226 received from 80 to 90 per 
cent, 155 received from 70 to 80 per cent, 116 received from 60 to 70 per cent, 98 
received from 50 to 60 per cent, and 200 received below 50 per cent. 

I submit the following table of general results prepared by this division. It is a 
curious fact that some of our rural districts, such as Yauco and San German, where 
teachers had few opportunities to come in contact with English-speaking people, have 
presented the best examination. I wish to make special mention of the fact that in 
the Humacao and Manatf districts all of the teachers presented themselves, and that 
in the Yauco, San German, Aibonito, and Utuado districts only one teacher wag 
absent in each. This speaks well not only for the Porto Rican teachers, but also for 
the superintendents and English teachers who have stimulated and directed them in 
their work. 

I respectfully recommend that the standings of those teachers who received 50 per 
cent or over be indicated on their certificates; that no mention be made of the marks 
of those who fell below 50 per cent, and that the certificates of the teachers who 
did not take either the regular or special examination be retained by the department 
until a satisfactory explanation has been given by them as to why they did not pre- 
sent themselves. Copies of the standings of the teachers have been forwarded to the 
different district superintendents, from whom the teachers may obtain their per cents. 

I beg to state that quite a large number of teachers have requested that they be 
given another opportunity to be examined in English. In one town the teachers 
petitioned the department that English classes be continued for the rest of the year. 
Their request has been granted. I respectfully suggest that a new course in" this 
language be outlined for the teachers of the different grades somewhat more exten- 
sive than that pursued during the present year, and that the superintendents be 
authorized to loan such books as may be required for the use of teachers during the 
summer vacation, and that another examination be held during the latter part of 
the coming school year. In this course special stress should be laid on translation 
from Spanish into English, spelling, and correct construction of original English 
sentences. 

This report would not be complete without mentioning the work of the American 
teachers who were required to teach their Porto Rican fellow-teachers for one hour 
three times a week. A few looked upon this as an imposition of the department, 
but with the exception of these few all undertook this new duty cheerfully and will- 
ingly and watched the progress of their pupils with a true professional interest. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

Paul G. Miller, 
Chief of Division of Supervision and Statistics. 

Hon. Samuel M. Lindsay, 

Commissioner of Education. 
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List of teachers who received 95 per cent or over, including those who have studied 
United States, and not including Americans or prize winners. 



in the 



SAN JUAN DISTRICT. 

Josefa Noell, principal 96. 2 

•Guillermana Gonzalez, principal. . 95. 25 

Mercedes F. Jauregui, graded 97. 17 

FAJARDO DISTRICT. 

Fernando E. Rodriguez, principal. 96. 4 

HUMACAO DISTRICT. 

•Gerardo Selles Salas, graded 95 

Pascual M. Barreras, rural 96 

Oeronirao Berrios, rural 95 

GUAYAMA DISTRICT. 

Oarlos M. Mufioz, principal 97. 5 

Henry Huyke, principal 96 

Juan J. Alsieux, graded 96. 3 

Jos6 J. Padilia, rural 96 

COAMO DISTRICT. 

SerafinM. Natal, rural 96.3 

PONCE DISTRICT. 

Aristides Moll, principal 96 

Prancisco Rodriguez, graded 96. 25 



YAUCO DISTRICT. 

Jose P. Sanchez, graded 96 

SAN GERMAN DISTRICT. 

Abraham Toro Nazario, graded. . . 96 
Domingo Panaini, rural 95. 33 

MAYAGUEZ DISTRICT. 

Fernando R. Cuebas, graded 96 

Benoti Cumpiano, graded 96 

Pablo Foucaud, rural 95. 5 

AGUADILLA DISTRICT. 

Urbino Perez, rural 95 

TOA ALTA DISTRICT. 

Juan Rodriguez Cepero, rural 95. 26 

bayam6n district. 
Josefa Morales, rural 95. 5 



Summary of results of English examination of Porto Rican teachers. 
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{Exhibit IV. 

SELECTED CIRCULAR LETTERS TO SUPERINTENDENTS OF 

SCHOOLS. 

ClRCTLAR LeTTBR No. 110. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, October 24y 1902. 
To the mjHrviMtrH: 

(iEXTLEMEx: You HitJ hereby informed that on Saturday, April 25, 1903, an 
ex.iiniiiation in Knglinh will be held in all the towns where there is an English 
teacher. 

In order to j?ive the Porto Kiean teachers a fair opportunity to prepare for this 
examination the English teachers are hereby directed to teach English three times 
a week during the last hour of the school day. These classes will be open free of 
charge to teachers and to members of the school board of the vicinity. Where 
there is more than one English teacher in a town the work shall be equally divided 
])y the snj>erviHor of the district. If teachers desire to take lessons outside of the 
hours entablished they must make arrangements with the English teacher, or any 
other i>erson, as a private teacher at their own expense. 

There will he three grades of examination — rural, graded, and principal. 

The examination for rural teachers will include exercises in translation from 
English into Spanish and from Spanish into English, questions in grammar selected 
from l^cciones de Lenguaje Ingl^s-Espanol (published by the American Book 
Company), in addition to which rural teachers will be required to write a dictation 
exercise from the Standard First Reader. 

The examination for graded teachers will cover, in addition to the foregoing- 
First. A dictation exercise from the Standard Second Reader. 

Second. The writing of a composition of not less than 150 words on a theme selected 
from a list of five familiar topics relating to the geography of the United States, using 
Frye's (ieograffa Elemental in preparation for this work. 

The examination for principals will include — 

First. The writing of an exercise dictated from the Standard Third Reader. 

Second. (Questions in grammar and the use of words in English, basing the work 
on Welsh's P]nglish Grammar, from Lesson 56 to L«e88on 121, mclusive. 

Third. Translation from Spanish into English of an exercise selected from El Lector 
Moderno No. 1. 

Fourth. Translation from English into Spanish of an exercise selected from the 
Standard Fourth Reader up to pa^e 231. 

Fifth. A comj)osition in Englisn of not less than 200 words on one to five given 
topics on the geography of the United States, using Frye's Grammar School Geography 
in English in preparation. 

All exercises for translation shall be taken from prose. 

Supervisors will place a copy of the books mentioned in the hands of teachers 
requiring them for study. Where teachers do not have these books they should 
make requisition for them to their district super\asor. 

In this examination all teachers are expected to attend unless previously excused 
by the department on application through the supervisor. Teachers who fail to 
attend, or who fall below 50 per cent, will have this fact recorded and taken into 
consideration as a part of the teacher's record, governing the approval or disapproval 
by the department of his application for the renewal of his certificate for the following 
year. 

Teachers are required to take the examination corresponding to the grade of the 
certificate which they now hold. 

The last examinations in English were not satisfactory, and certain prizes which 
the department intended to offer from a small private fund, contribute by friends 
in the United States who are interested in the progress of Porto Rican schools, were 
not awarded. 

The following prizes are offered for excellence in this examination: 

First. A first prize of $25 in cash and a certificate of attainment in English, 
attested by the seal of the department, for the best examination in each grade. 

The first prize may be divided in case \,^o ox TXiOT^ \ft«jchere of any grade rank 
exactly alike, in which case each Nvould leceWfe a cfeT\:\^«a.\fc, 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 199 

Second. A second prize consisting of a silver medal, with an appropriate inscrip- 
tion, for the second best examination in each of the three grades, additional medals 
being awarded in case two *or more teachers rank exactly alike. 

All teachers having a standing of 50 per cent or over will have their standing 
recorded on their certificates for next year. 

No prize will be awarded in either class where the first and second best examina- 
tions are not of sufficient excellence, in the judgment of the commissioner of educa- 
tion, to justify the awarding of the respective prizes. 

Teachers wno have had special opportunities for. the study of English, such as a 
period of residence of one year or over in the United States, can not be awarded 
prizes. In cases where there are difficulties in determining whether a teacher has 
had special opportunities, the commissioner of education shall be the final judge. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 112. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, November 8, 1902. 

Dear Sir: We have now in stock some new books intended to supplement those 
at present in use and to take their place in case the present supply is not adequate. 
The following brief description will probably enable you to decide how many of these 
books vou could use profitably in your district; or, if not, you can make out a requi- 
sition for single copies for purposes of examination prior to making out a requisition 
for the number of copies you desire to use. The books are as follows: 

Lecciones de Gramatica Castellana, by Enrique C. Hernandez, published by Apple- 
ton & Co. This is an elementary Spanish grammar suitable for the work in the sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades. 

Lector Moderno No. 3. This is an advanced Spanish reader, and should be used 
where the Libro Cuarto de Lectura is mentioned in the f^ourse of study and Circular 
No. 106. 

Mc Master's School History of the United States, in Spanish. This can be used for 
instruction in the history of the United States in grades seven and eight, and should 
also be used as supplementary reading in Spanish in the same grades. One copy of 
this book should be in the hands of every teacher in your district in addition to any 
copies you may desire to use for class work. 

Ames's Elementary Hygiene, for the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades, in addition 
to which a copy should be in the hands of every teacher in your district. 

Appleton's Primer. This is a new book prepared especially for the schools in Porto 
Rico, with illustrations taken from photographs of Porto Rico and the Philippines. 
The text is specially prepared with reference to life in this climate. It is suitable 
for reading in the second and third grades and in some cases might be used in the 
first grade. It is entitled "A Primer of Industry and Geography for Primary 
Pupils." 

Frye's Grammar School Geography, in English. This is a large geography con- 
structed of the latest and best materials and has been prepared with a supplement on 
Porto Rico for special use in our schools. It is suitable only for work in geography 
in the seventh and especially the eighth grade and for the teachers and for supple- 
mentary reading in English, where it could be used as low down as the sixth grade. 

There is but a limited stock of each of these books on hand and no more can be 
purchased this year. Therefore please make your requisition for only the number 
that you can use to the very best advantage in your district. 
Respectfully, yours, 

E. W. Lord, Acting Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 113. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, November 12, 1902. 
To supendsors: 

1 beg to call your attention to the fact that the department expects y<^^ ^ t^^^^t» 
criticaJly, iuUy, and fearlessly upon the work oi tftamet^m^Qxrc ^\%VTVi\., ^^xsssi^ 
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aim I'oiiHtiintly at HO<"iiriiijr a })etter ^rnule of teaching. You should be at all times 
HVini>athetir iii your mtiiiHUi of teachern and in the advk« that you gee fit to give 
them. 

It may Ih» net'eH^*arv to make »ome changes in the 8(*hool law at the coming Fession 
of the Icginlatuns and I would ank that you send me as soon as possible a Tetter on 
thin Hubject calling attention to changes in the existing school laws which in your 
ju<lgmcnt would add to the efficiency of our school system. 

According to the act of the legisfature at its last session Arbor Day should be 
ol)st»rvcd in all our schools on the 5th of Deceml)er. A manual of suggestions foritg 
observance has bwii prejiareil and is now in the hands of the printer; I expect to 
send the suixjrvisors copies to supply their teachers l^efore the end of the present 
week. 

Another word in regard to the English examinations: If teachers prefer to take 
the examination of the grade in which they are teaching when that is of lower grade 
than their certificates, they may do so, but in that case will not be considered eligible 
for a prize. 



Res j>ect fully, 



E. W. Lord, Acting Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 115. 



Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, November 14, 1902. 
To the supervisors: 

You are hereby informed that a supervisors' conference will be held at the officea 
of this department during the Christmas recess. 

Your actual traveling expenses incurred in coming to San Juan and returning to 
your headquarters, as well as subsistence for the days that you are away from your 
homes, will be paid ]>y this department, being taken from your r^ular monthly 
allowance. 

You will find inclosed a copy of the programme of this conference, which is sent you 
at this early date in order that supervisors to whom subjects have been assigned may 
have the opportunity to make thorough preparation. They are requested to write out 
the discussions of the subjects given them and to file their papers with the field 
supervisor after reading them. >o paper should take up more than twenty minutes. 
Each paper will be followed by a discussion, in which an opportunity will be given 
to ail present to take part. These papers may be published as part of the annual 
report of the commissioner of education. 

Should any changes be made in the dates you will be notified in due time. 

Any correspondence in regard to this conference should be addressed to the field 
supervisor. 

Very truly, yours, E. W. Lord, Acting Commissioner. 



Programme of supervisors' conference, December 29 to 31. 

Monday, December 29, 1902: 

8.30 a. m. — A Statement of the Powers and Duties of Supervisors: (a) In. their 
Relation to the Department; (6) In their Relation to the School 
Boards; (c) In their Relation to the Teachers; (d) In their Rela- 
tion to the Public Mr. Sawyer. 

10.00 a. m. — Things to Do and Observe on Visiting a School Mr. Lynch. 

1.80 p. m. — Common Errors in Methods Found in Our Schools and How to Cor- 
rect Them Mr. Roberts. 

3.00 p. m. — Errors in Discipline, and How to Correct Them Mr. Landron. 

7.30 p. m. — A Separate Course of Study for the Rural Schools Mr. Ducont 

8.30 p. m. — Monthly Reports Mr. Eckman. 

Tuesday, December 30, 1902: 

8.30 a. m. — Grading, Promotion, and Graduation of Pupils Mr. Wood. 

10.30 a. m. — The Distribution and Care of Books and Supplies, with a Consider- 
ation of the Texts to be Used in Each Graae Mr. Fajardo. 

1.30 p. m. — Needed Changes in the School Laws Mr. Northrup. 

3.00 p. m. — Special Subjects: Such as Music, Drawing, Kindergarten Work, 
Sloyd, etc Miss Ankrom. 

7.30 p. m.— The Teaching of English Mr. Kelley 

8. 30 p. m. — The Teaching oi the SpaniaVv lja.\i^«c^<fe '. Mr. Rodriguez. 
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Wednesday, December 31, 1902: 

8.30 a. m. — A Criticism of the Course of Study Mr. Conant. 

10.00 a. m. — The Agricultural School Mr. Hutchinson 

1.30 p.m. — Teachers: («) Minimum Age and Experience Qualifications; (f>) 

Tenure of Office; ( c) Graded Salaries Mr. Miller. 

2.00 p. m. — A Discussion of Questions Placed in the Question Box during the 
Conference. 



Circular Letter No. 118. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juariy November 21^ 1902. 
To the supenrisors: 

I beg to call the attention of the supervisors to the fact that in verifying and filling 
out the monthly reports more care must be exercised. While the errors noted are 
not committed by all the supervisors, I trust that those who for any reason have not 
verified and filled out these reports properly will do so in the future. Hereafter all 
reports containing errors will be promptly returned for correction. 

In the teacher's monthly report the omission of the supervisor's name, the grade, 
the date on which the school month ends, and even the name of the municipality 
are common errors. Often the name of the supervisor is not spelled correctly. In 
the case of annexed municipalities it would be well to indicate that fact in some way, 
as: Ponce (Pefiuelas), Camuy (Hatillo). Supervisors should never accept a report 
from the teachers unless the blank spaces at the head are properly filled. 

As regards the figures under 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 the greatest care should be 
exercised. Often the best teachers make errors in these. Totals are not sufficient. 
Pupils must be classified by color and sex. It would be well for the teacher to note 
color of pupils in the first blank space of the page in the record book. This will 
insure reporting a pupil as of the same color for all the school months of the year. 

In filling out the supervisor's monthly re|)ort the same attention should be given 
to the blank spaces at the head. Under * * Remarks ' ' some of you make too liberal use 
of the words "good," "very good," "excellent," "very excellent," and "most 
excellent." This is especially true of some of the new supervisors. As you learn 
to know the teachers better you will probably find out that in many cases you were 
deceived by first impressions and by what the teachers told you of their own special 
merits. I do not mean to say that the teachers should not be given full credit for 
what they do, but judging from the reports received, the number of good and excel- 
lent teachers is relatively large here in Porto Rico. Be especially careful in your 
reports on progress, order, and method. If your visit is not long enough to enable 
you to judge these correctly, say so frankly in your report. Under no circumstances 
should a supervisor report on things which can only be judged by seeing a school in 
session when the visit is made during the noon intermission or after the pupils have 
been dismissed for the day. If on arriving at a school you find that the pupils have 
been dismissed for the day, take up the teacher's report in the regular manner and 
in your own report make note of the fact that the school was not in session. 

In addition to giving the teachers full credit for the good points about their work 
do not fail to point out errors and show them how to correct them. Do not stop to 
argue questions of pedagogy with the teachers, but tell them what you expect of 
them and let them understand that they are to do as they are told. Never find 
fault or criticise a teacher adversely in the hearing of his pupils. On the contrary 
do what you can to uphold and increase the influence of your teachers in the schools 
and communities where they work. 

It is better for you to note what you observe and do on making visits than to 
qualify things as good, bad, etc. As often the supervisor's presence has a marked 
influence on the order, I advise you to distinguish between temporary and perma- 
nent good order. In your report on method mention the subjects in which you 
have observed the teacher's method. Hereafter you need not report on the results 
of inspection. 

Finally, do not fail to sign your name. I find it necessary to say this because we 
are receiving reports unsigned. 

The office is now planning to change the form of the monthly reports in some 
details, and I also hope that the clerical work of the supervisors will be greatly 
lessened in the near future by introducing the use of carbon sheets. 
Respectfully, yours, 



202 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER^ OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 

CiRCi'LAR Letter No. 119. 

Department of Education op Porto Ricx), 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, November 25^ 1902. 
To the Hujyn'isors: 

The Arl)or Day Annuals, prepared bv this department, have been sent directly to 
the teachers in order that they might he received at the earliest date possible. By 
thin same mail a few additional copies are sent to you. 

You will notice that teachers are required to report to you on the observance of 
the day, and to send you the ballots cast in the vote for an emblematic tree. Please 
see that these reports'are not neglected by the teachers, and when you have received 
them from all your schools, forwanl rejwrts and ballots to this office. 

In every way possible try to have Arbor Day properly observed in your district 
The commissioner will appreciate any special report upon its observance that you 
may care to make. 

Yours, respectfully, 

E. W. Lord, Acting Commissioner. 



Pufjlic schools of Porto Rico — Arbor Day, ldO£, 

" Todo buen t\rbol lleva buenos fnitos; mas el Arbol carcomido lleva malos frutos. No puede el buen 
Arbol llevar malon frutos; nl el Arbol carcomido llevar buenos frutos. Todo Arbol que no lleva bneiui 
fruto, cArtase, y (debase en el fuego. Asl que por sus frutos los conocereis." 

A los Maestros: 

Cuando los Europeos llegaron por primera vez ii America encontraron extensos 
bosques que crecfan por todas partes del pafs. Inmensos ^rboles centenaries crecian 
sin Her estorbados en toda su grandeza, pues la gente que habitaba estas tierras hacfa 
muy poco uso de las maderas excepto para hacer de vez en cuando una canoa. Los 
Indios nunca derribaban un tlrbol. Pero cuando los blancos llegaron todo esto cambi6 
y los iirboles, por miles, eran cortados para sacar maderas para construir sus casaa y 
para centenares de usos diversos. Los Dosques eran grandes, pero rapidamente desa- 

Earecieron, y despu6s de muchos afios la gente despert6 d la realidad del hecho de que 
abfa peligro de que todos los drboles del pafs desa^arecieran. Ent6nces alguien 
sugestiono la idea de que se les debfa ensefiar a los nifios de las escuelas a sembrar 
arbolitos y c^uidarlos, y de esta idea viene la del ** Arbor Day." 

En 1874, en el Estado de Nebraska, se observ6 por primera vez este dfa, y muy 
pronto despu^'s otros Estados decidieron observarlo como dfa de fiesta y que los alum- 
nos de las escuelas piiblicas fueran enseilados con respecto al valor de los ^rboles y i 
hacer algo con el ffn de embellecer y hacer atractivos los terrenos de sus escuelas. 
Ahora en cada Estada de la Union y en muchos pafses extrangeros se observa este 
dfa. No hace mjls que tres afios que se celebra este dfa en Espaiia y el aflLo pasado 
fu^ celebrado por primera vez en Italia. 

Aqui en Puerto Rico estamos empezando ahora y esperamos que se hara mucho en 
este ' * Dfa del Arbol ' ' para hacer mas agradables los terrenos de nuestras escuelas y 
para contribuir al embellecimiento de la Isla. 

Si es posible hacerlo, debe sembrarse por lo menos un arbol en los terrenos de la 
escuela. Escojase un arbol a prop6sito y hagase el trabajo bien hecho. 

Entonces el maestro puede nombrar una Comisi6n especial de entre los alumnoa 
de mayor edad, quienes venin que el drbol sea propiamente cuidado. No se permita 
que uri arbol despu^s de plantado muera por falta de cuidado. Si no es posible sem- 
brar dr boles, quizas podrfa sembrarse matas de flores 6 enredaderas. For lo menos 
debe hacerse algun esfuerzo para embellecer los terrenos de la escuela, y esto deberi 
hacerse en todos los casos. 

Los ejercicios que se hagan dentro de la escuela deberdn ser sencillos y en harmonfa 
con el dfa. Haga que los alumnos lean 6 reciten algo, tratando de que trozos esco- 
gidos scan referentes d la "Naturaleza," y que canten los cantos nacionales y otros 
que scan A proposito para la ocasion. Serfa bueno para los de los grados m^ altos 
algunas composiciones cortas 6 disertaciones describiendo distintos drboles de Puerto 
Rico, y en algunos casos se le podrfa pedir d alguna persona competente de la locali- 
dad para que diga un pequeilo discurso sobre esta materia. 

Trate de evitar el cansancio, tanto en la preparacion del programa como al Uevarlo 
it ciibo. 

A esta carta acompana una forma en bianco para informar: se suplica al maestro 
gue la llene debidamente y que la remita, tan pronto como le sea posible, al Inspec- 
tor del Distrito. 

De Vds. muy atentament«, ^»^ . I/^bd, 
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Executive Mansion, San Juan, P, R,, November 14, 190^. 
Al Honorable Comisionado de Educaci6n, San Juan, P. R. 

Sej^or: — De acuerdo con las prescripciones de la ley, el primer Viernes del mes de 
Diciembre, se celebrara como Dfa del Arbol. La costumbre de designar un dfa para 
la siembra de arboles es muy hermosa. Incita al amor de la naturaleza, y despierta 
en los nifios cierta admiraci6n hdcia las obras de Dios. 

Entre los dones generosos que ban sido derramados sobre Puerto Rico, la vida de 
los Arboles es uno de los mds ricos. Alentemos, todos, la inclinaci6n d embellecer 
los patios de las escuelas y hogares plantando drboles, y ens^fiese d los nifios d cuidar 
las plantas, que ban de hermosear constantemente el paisaje y ban de traer d su 
memoria los dulces recuerdos que rodeardn la fiesta del Dfa del Arbol. 

Sea Ud. bastante bondadoso para expresar mi distinguida consideraci6n al fiel 
cuerpo de profesores que en actualidad trabaja en la Isla. S61o el deber me impide 
verles mds d menudo, pero estoy al tanto de su progreso, observo su influencia y 
estoy verdaderamente orgulloso de su espl^ndida obra. Les deseo 6xito continuo. 
Para los nifios de las escuelas, que la felicidad y la salud sea el premio de todos. 
Que cada uno de ellos se desarroUe y Uegue d ser fuerte de inteligencia y cuerpo, 
quedando asf bien dispuesto para las altas responsabilidades que recaen sobre un 
pueblo que goza el privilegio de una educaci6n libre en una nacion libre y grande. 

Respetuosamente, 

William H. Hunt, Gobemador, 



programa propdesto. 

(Este programa es simplemente sugestivo y debe variarse segian las condiciones 
local,es. Se suplica, sin embargo, que en todo caso se lea d los nifios la "Ley del Dfa 
del Arbol," la ^^Car^a del Gobernador " y la "Carta del Comisionado" y que se baga 
la votacion para el Arbol Emblemdtico para Puerto Rico.) 

1. Canci6n. 

2. Lectura de la Ley y Carta del Gobernador. 

3. Canto 6 Recitacion por uno de los alumnos. 

4. Lectura de la Carta del Comisionado por el Maestro 6 por algun Oficial 

Escolar. 

5. Recitacion. 

6. Arboles de Puerto Rico: Hdga que algunos de los alumnos lean descrip- 

ciones breves sobre arboles nativos, 6 que alguna persona competente 
hable sobre el particular. 

7. Recitacion 6 Disertaci6n. 

8. Recitacion 6 Disertacion. 

9. Recitacion 6 Disertaci6n. 

10. Cancion. 

11. Citaciones de Autores Espafioles 6 de otras nacionalidades. (Prepare d 

algunos de sus alumnos para que cite d algun autor que ha escrito algo 
sobre la vida de,las plantas 6 de las bellezas de la Naturaleza.) 

12. Votacion para el Arbol Emblemdtico. 

13. Canto. * 'America." 



LEY DISPONIENDO LA CELEBRACION DE LA FIESTA DEL ARBOL POR LOS NiSOS DE LAS 
escuelas PUBLICAS DE PUERTO RICO. 

Decrkese por la Asamblea Leffislativa de Puerto Rico : 

Secci6n 1. El primer viernes del mes de diciembre de cada afio se conocerd en 
toda la Isla de Puerto Rico, bajo el nombre de dfa del drbol, y se declarard festivo en 
4odas las escuelas publicas d cargo del Comisionado de Instrucci6n. 

Sec. 2. Sera deber de dicbo Comisionado hacer que los estudiantes de todas las 
escuelas publicas de la Isla se reunan en las casas escuelas 6 en cualauier otro lugar 
que considerase adecuado para el fin y disponer y dirigir bajo la direccion del inspector 
6 director de la escuela local 6 de la Junta Local de Instruccion 6 de otros funcionarios 
que tengan d su cargo la inspecci6n general de las escuelas piiblicas de cada munici- 
palidad 6 distrito, aquellos ejercicios tendentes d desarrollar la siembra, protecci6n y 
con8ervaci6n de drboles y arbustos y d familiarizarse con los mejores m^todos que 
deban adoptarse para obtener los resultados apetecidos. 

Sec. 3. El Comisionado de Instrucci6n tendrd poder bastante para formular de 
tiempo en tiempo un curso de ejercicios 6 instruccion referentes al cultivo, protecci6n 
y con8ervaci6n de drboles y arbustos como queda mencionado, cuyos ejercicios deberdn 
adoptar y observar las autoridades de las escuelas publicas eld(adftli.x:\yi\,^ ^^<ij2&3R» 
de las copiasf de dicho cureo de ejercicios, en ii^ixieto «vx!^<i\«si\fe ^^^^.^ftw^^"^ ^\Rjft«A 
laB escuelas bajo su direcci6n, los inspectorea de eacwelaa ^TON^«t^\v «M«se^^^ ^is>po.^sa»i 
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(*<)pia A cada una de laa esc'uelaa il »u cargo y 8e encargardn de que el dia sea observado 
en la forma dispuesta. 

Skc. 4. IjSl AHHinblea liegislativa asignai*^ anualinente una cantidad para llevara 
efecto las disiKwiciones de esta ley median te la reconiendacion del Comisionado de 
Instniccion. 

Sec. 5. Esta lev enipezanl A regir li partir de la fecha en que sea aprobada. 

Aprobada, febfero 28, 1902. 



A LOH NiSOS DE LAH ESCUELA8 Pl^BLICAS DE PUERTO RICO. 

(iuERiiK)H Nl^os y NiSah: Cuando miramos d nuestro alrededor y vemos losmontes 
y loH vallen, Ioh arroyos y los rfos, los verdes arboles v las plantas por todos lados, 
pen»<anio8 que Dios no ha podido hacer una tierra mds nermosa que esta bella Isla de 
IMerto Rico, y ciertaniente esta es la verdad. Por lo quiera que miramos vemos la 
belleza de la naturaleza y es un deber de nosotros el amar nuestra hermosa Isla. 
Cuitntos de nosotros reconocemos esto es lo que queremos decir cuando cantamoe 
estas Ifneas de nuestro hiinno nacional ** America! " 

** I love thy rocks and rills, 
Thy wo^s and templed hills." 

Potlrfamos amar nuestra tierra aunque no fuese hermosa, pero qu^ contentos no 
debemos estar en j>oseer una tierra tan bella para amar. Y si queremos ser verda- 
deros patriotai*, verdaderos amantes de nuestro pafs, debemos hacertodo lo queest^ 
& nuestro alcance para (jue todo cuanto nos rodea sea bello y hermoso. Debemos 
recordar (jue cuando hacemos alciin dafio & un drbol 6 d una planta hacemos algo 
que no es patri6tico — hacemos algo que tiende d hacer menos hermosa d nuestra 
tierra. Y cuando sembramos y cuidamos un drbol 6 una enredadera hacemos un acto 
de patriotismo, pues ayudamos al embellecimiento de nuestra Isla. 

En esta dia podeis poner d un lado vuestros libros, y dejar vu( stras lecciones mien- 
tras celebrais esta fiesta de los arboles, y si colocais en el terreno de vuestra escuela 
un iirbol 6 aunque sea un arbusto que ayude d hacerla mds atractiva podreis, con 
raz6n, sentiros orguUosos y felices, pues esto es bueno. Pero no debeis olvidar de 
cuidar y proteger lo que sembrais. De seguro que Vds. no sentirfan admiracion nin- 
guna por un hombre que no cuidase de sus hijos; estos drboles que sembrais son 
vuestros hijos y debeis atender d que sean alimentados v regados as? como protegidos 
contra cualquier enemigo. Vuestro maestro me dird lo que habeis hecho en esta 
dfa — si habeis sembrado algiin drbol y todo lo concemiente d vuestros ejercicios del 
dfa, y si alguna vez puedo visitar vuestra escuela, como espero que podr^ hacerlo 
algiin dfa, deseare ver los drboles que habeis sembrado. No es solamente con 
sembrar drboles que podeis hacer mds atractivos los terrenos de vuestra escuela, 
debeis acordaros de tenerlos siempre bonitos y limpios, de modo que por todas partes 
se presenten agradables y halagiieiios d la vista. Haciendo esto demostrareis que 
sois verdaderos ciudadanos y verdaderos patriotas. 

Que en este dichoso **dfa del drbol* * aprendamos d amar un poco mds nuestro 
pafs y que la felicidad reine en todos los corazones. 
Soy de Vds. su afectfsimo amigo, 

E. W. Lord, 
Acting Cormnimmier of Education. 

UN arbol emblematico. 

De pocos afios d esta parte casi todos los Estados de la Uni6n Americana han elegido 
un drbol 6 una flor, 6 ambas cosas, como su emblema especial. En la mayorfa de los 
casos estos drboles y flores han sido elegidos, por medio de votaci6n, por los nines de 
las escuelas publicAS. 

En este *'dfa del drbol" proponemos que los niiios de las escuelas de Puerto Rico 
voten por un drbol emblemdtico para esta Isla. Para hacer una elecci6n honrada, 
dos votos se tomardn en cuenta, uno este ailo y otro el **dfa del drbol en 1903." 
Es muy probable que en esta primera votaci6n saldrdn electos distintos drboles, pero 
el ailo pr6ximo se votard por uno de los dos drboles que en 1902 obtuvieron la mayo- 
rfa de votos, y cuando se venga d una decisi6n final, se le pedird d la Cdmara Legie- 
lativa que ratifique la elecci6n hecha por los nifios. 

Se suplica d los maestros que hagan por que sus alumnos voten de la manera sigui- 
ente: T^ngase preparado de antemano, como boletas, unos pedazos de papel cortados 
en cuadro, que midan 3 pulgadas de ancho por 4 de largo; d la hora mdicada en el 
programa, se le dard d cada uno de los alumnos que sepa escribir una papeleta de 
estas, para que en elJa escriba el nombx^ de\ ^\x«i\Ao ^ qa \a. ^98K^\y^\a. «!i que estd, la 
fecha, el nombre del drbol por el c\ial \ota -y \o ^roife corL^sxTksytt^-tfe, 



BEPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 205 

Ejemph. 



Nombre del Pueblo. 

Nombre de la Escuela. 

Die. 5 de 1902. 

Nombre del Arbol. 
Nombre del Alumno. 



Estos votos serdn recogidos por el maestro j en el pliego en bianco que acompafia 
d ^sta se informard acerca del resultado obtenido. Este informe junto con las pape- 
letas que contienen los votos seran atados cuidadosamente en un paquete y enviados 
al inspector del distrito, el cual, d su vez, lo remitird d este departamento. El resultado 
de las votaciones se hard publico tan pronto como sea posible. 



SIEMBRA DE ARBOLES. 

[Por F. M. Pennock, director of agriculture, I. N. S.] 

Hay ciertas condiciones que se deben observar para que los drboles trasplantados 
vivan y crezcan. Entre otras, son importantes las siguientes: 

1. Los arbolitos deben ser trasplantados en la ^poca de Uuvia para que esto les 
ayude d crecer. Desde el 1" de mayo hasta el 1™ de junio es buena ^poca y en casi 
la mayor parte de Puerto Rico es bueno hacerlo en los meses de septiembre, octubre, 
noviembre y diciembre, aunque los arbolitos sembrados en una ^poca tan avanzada 
como en el mes de diciembre en la parte sur de la Isla por lo regular necesitan el 
riego artificial. 

2. Deberdn escogerse arbolitos vigorosos y bien formados. Arbolitos jovenes son 
preferibles d los drboles grandes, pues pueden ser cambiados de lugar con menos 
estorbo para sus tiernas y activas rafces. 

3. Debe escogerse una Variedad que sea d proposito para el clima y el terreno en 
que han de estar. 

4. Deberdn prepararse hoyos que produzcan bastante tierre fina, rica y porosa de 
modo que cuando empiecen d salir las rafces nuevas encuentren nutrimento en abun- 
dancia y d proposito. 

5. Al desenterrar los arbolitos deben preservarse, lo mds posible, las pequerias 
rafces. 

6. Las rafces del drbol deben protegerse en particular de la acci6n del sol y del 
viento desde el momento en que se saca de la tierra hasta que es trasplantado. Para 
este objeto es bueno cubrirlos con yerba hiimeda, hojas, musgo, tierra hiimeda y 
aiin con peri6dico8 humedecidos. 

7. Los drboles deben ser podados al trasplantarlos, quitdndoles algunas de las ramas 
grandes en proporcion d la cantidad de rafces que han perdido al ser sacados de la 
tierra. Esto impedird que se sequen por un exceso de evaporaci6n por las hojas y 
ramas pequenas ante que tengan tiempo de echar nuevas raicillas absorventes. 

8. Como regla general, los arbolitos no deben sembrarse mas hondo de lo que pri- 
meramente estaban. Se les debe echar tierra fina al rededor de las rafces las cuales 
deberdn estar extendidas en su position natural, y mientras se les estd echando la 
tierra deben sacudirse 6 moverse suavemente de modo que la tierra se acomode bien 
en los espacios entre las rafces y no quede aire alguno debajo de ellas. 

9. Si no llueve lo suficiente para que la tierra se conserve algo hiimeda los arbo- 
litos deberdn ser regados durante algunas semanas despu^s de trasplantados. A me- 
nudo los drboles empiezan d crecer y alllegar la 6poca de calor se mueren. Para 
evitar esta p^rdida es bueno poner, antes que la tierra pierda su humedad natural, 
un abono de hojas 6 yerbas. Si d pesar de esto los arbolitos sufren por la continua- 
ci6n de la 4poca de seca, nada podrd salvarlos sino la continuaci6n del riego artificial. 
Los arbustos pequefios pueden crecer mds pronto teni^ndolos bajo la sombra de ramas 
^i^randes durante dos 6 tres semanas. 

10. Para impedir que se haga algiin dafio d los arbolitos transplantados es bueno 
para protegerlos, formar al riededdr d6 ellos un cfrculo de esUjc»s> iwet\ft» ^ >^<5rw«Sfe^ 
una pegue^a cerca. EJ viento, muchas vecea, cawea. ^Tou^^'a ^"aSvoiek i.Vs^ ^xSasJ^^^sse* 
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recieii senibradoa. Eeto pue<le evitarse reteniendo al arbolito en su lugar por medio 
de ciierdas 6 alaiubres Rujetos en una de axis extremidades por una banda 6 faja de 
cuero que se colocanl holgadainente al rededor del tronco de ^ste y la otra extremi- 
dad atada de las estaeas que forinando un cfrculo se pondnin al rededor del arbolito. 

VARIEDADK8. 

El Manjjo es un herinoso ilrl>ol que produce mucba sombra y el cual se puede 
trasplantar (!on facilidad. Produce una fruta inuy rica y se adapta A una gran varie- 
dad <le terrenos. 

El Maniey, el Tamarindo, el Cainiito y el Almendro son cuatro arboles frutales, 
cada uno de gran l)elleza individual, como ilrboles para dar sombra. 

La Palnia Keal es una de las plantas nativas mas majestuosas y elegantes. Debe 
trasplantarse joven y bien hondo en un terreno que sea humedo. 

El Cocot^ro es una palma muy pintorest^a y caracterfstica de Puerto Rico. Solo se 
adapta para sembrarlo en los llanos cerca de las costas. 

La Pana y el Castaflo Hon unos iirl)ole8 grandes cuyas anchas y lobuladas hojas pro- 
ducen un efec^to tropical muy rico. 

El Laurel de la India crece de hijos, asf como tambi^n el Jobo y otros drboles de 
Puerto Rico. El primero es un ilrbol que se extiende mucho y de dense foliage. Con 
BUS lustrosas y suavea ramas de un color oscuro y sus delicadas raicillas que cuelgan 
en el aire presenta j1 la vista un efecrto precioso. 

El Maguey se recomienda como una planta muy fuerte, casi seguro de vi^^r y cre- 
cer aun cuando no se le cuide. Los Lirios grandes, la preciosa variedad de Maracas, 
las plantas de mut^ho foliage tales como los Crotons, la Cafla de la India y las Cala- 
diums variadas, son de las plantas que remuneran el trabajo de cultivarlas, cuando 
puede (leHtinarse un poco de tiempo y lugar para plantas decorativas. 

Deberfan sembrarse enredaderas tales como la **Rellfsima'* color de rosa y la *'Bou- 
gainvillea," partic^ularmente cuando hay algun drbol 6 casa feaque se quiere cubrir. 

Nuestras ultimas insinuaciones con respecto ^ la siembra de los terrenos de una 
escuela son, "Sembrad bien la planta (jue sembreis; y proteg^la y cultivadla, para 
que la yerba mala no le robe la sustancia que estd en el terreno y que le pertenece" 
y *'No amontoneis las plantas unas con otras, sino dadles espacio para crecer." 



INFORME ACERCA DEL "DU DEL ARBOL," 1902. 

LLfeNESE t INMEDIATAMENTE REMtTASE AL INSPECTOR. 

Pueblo 

Barrio 

Escuela 

Ejercicios: Fu^ llevado d cabo el programa propuesto? 

Qui^n dirigio la palabra a la escuela? 

Cudntos drboles lueron sembrados? 

Qu^ otros trabajos se hicieron en los terrenos de la escuela? 

Cudl fue el resultado de la votaci6n para el drbol emblemdtico? 



Nombre del Arbol. 


No. de votos. 







































Certifico que este informe estd correcto. 

Maca^ro. 
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Circular Letter No. 130. 

Department op Education op Porto Rico, 

Opfice op the Commissioner, 

San Juan, January 8, 1903, 
Gentlemen: Heretofore in the fixing of the salaries of graded teachers, those in 
the smaller towns have been paid $40 per month and those in the larger towns $50. 
Up to the present time this procedure has been eminently fair, owing to the imper- 
fections in the grading of our schools. The work required of the teachers in the 
smaller towns was much less arduous than that required of the teachers in the larger 
places. Now, however, that our schools have settled down to a fairly satisfactory 
routine and the duties of graded teachers both in the larger and smaller towns are 
approximately the same, it seems a wise and fair step and in accordance with the 
school law that the department should pay all the gnided teachers alike, beginning 
with the month of January, 1903. Vouchers for all graded teachers will therefore 
be made out for $50, beginning with this month, and you are requested so to notify 
the teachers in your district whom it may concern. 

Graded teachers performing duties as assistant and acting principals only in cases 
where such appointments have been previously made by tne department will be 
paid $60 per month. 

Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 131. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

Sau Juan, January 9, 1903. 
To the supervisors: 

In regard to the questions which arose at the conference about the monthly reports, 
I wish to inform you that the teacher's monthly reports nmst be taken up on the 
occasion of the supervisor's visit as heretofore. The professional report must be 
made out in the school and a copy must be given to the teacher. This order is not 
to be violated by any supervisor. 

In filling out the teacner's monthly report have teachers calculate the per cent of 
attendance for each and every school day of the month and then di\dde the sum of 
the daily per cents of attendance by the total number of days taught during the 
month to find the per cent of attendance for the month. In every case compare 
carefully the figures in the record book with those of the monthly report card and 
make the necessary corrections. You need not verify the daily per cents of attend- 
ance; that will be done here, but you must give ias the correct enrollment and 
attendance for every day of the school month. 

You are directed to call your teachers together on Saturdays and instruct them in 
filling out the teacher's monthly report. It is not enough to tell them how to do it. 
Have them bring their record books and work out practical cases on the blackboard. 
Be sure that all of them can do this before dismissing them. Have principals help 
you in giving this instruction. 
Respectfully yours, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner. 



KULES op enrollment AND ATTENDANCE OF PUPILS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OP 

PORTO RICO. 

ENROLLMENT. 

Enrollment for a day is the number of pupils expected to be present; that is, the 
number of pupils who have been admitted and whose names have not been taken 
from the roll. 
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Total enrollment of pupilH at enci of month is the number of pupils expected to be 
pn»Ht»nt on tlie last <iav of the month. 

Nuinl)er of jmpils a<lmitt^l during the month is the number of pupils whose names 
have been written in the record book as having entered the school on any day of the 
month. 

Numl)er of pupilH that left during the month is the number of pupils who have 
willingly withdrawn from the school and those who have been dropped after an 
alxnence of tive days without giving noti(*e of sickness. 

Total numlHjr of pupils enrolled from the beginning of school year up to end of 
month is the total number of pupils who have entered the school at any time since 
the l)eginning of the school year, including any pupils who may have left the school 
after having entere<l, indudmg also pupils who have been dropped after an absence 
of tive days without notice of sickness, and counting also pupils who have returned 
to the sch'ool after having left or after having been dropped. 

Rule 1. — The division of pupils of a si^hool into white Iwys and girls and colored 
girls and l)oys shall l)e ma<le exactly according to conditions existing in the school, 
without discrimination. 

Rul4' J?. — When the name of a pupil is written in the Record Book at the time of 
entering the school, the teacher shall make note as to color and sex; and the pupil 
shall then be counted with pupils of that color and sex during the whole of the 
school year. 

Rule .1 — An absence of tive days shall be taken as an expression of the pupil's 
desire to withdraw from the school, and unless notice of sickness has been received 
by the teacher, the pupil's name shall be taken from the roll. 

Rule 4- — When a pupil gives notice of withdrawal, personally or by letter, his 
name shall be at once taken from the roll. 

Rule 5. — Upon the return of a pupil whose name has been taken from the roll, 
such pupil, if admitted, shall be enrolled as a new pupil; he shall be counted among 
the "Number of pupils admitted during the month;" and he shall be counted among 
. the ''Number of pupils who left during a previous month and who returned and were 
enrolled during the present month as new pupils." 

Rule 6. — No pupil shall be permitted to return to the school he leaves during the 
same month withm which his name has been taken from the roll, except by special 
permission from the supervisor of schools; but a pupil transferred from one school 
to another shall be reported on the regular form (Form R) as having left the school 
from which he is taken; also the teacher of the school to which he is transferred shall 
rei)ort such pupil in the regular form (Form R) as among those admitted during the 
month. Furthermore, all transfers shall be reported by the teacher of the school 
from which the pupil is transferred and by the teacher of the school to which the 
pupil is transferred, on the blank. Form V. ■ 

Rule 7. — The enrollment for each day of the month shall be entered on the report 
blank (Form R) in the spaces provided. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Attendance for a day is the number of pupils who are actually present. 

Average daily attendance is the figure which represents what the attendance would 
have been if a fixed number of pupils had attended every school day in the month. 

Total attendance for the month is the sum of all the various daily attendances for 
the month. 

To find the average daily attendance divide the total attendance by the number of 
days taught during the month. 

Per cent of attendance is the expression of the relation between the enrollment 
and attendance on the basis of 100. 

To find the per cent of attendance, divide the attendance by the enrollment. There 
should be no fractions expressed in the per cent of attendance for any day, but the 
operation should be carried out to three decimal places; if one-half (0.5) or less drop 
the fraction (see examples 1 and 2); if over one-half (0.5) increase the per cent to 
the next higher figure (see example 3). 
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40)35.000(.875 
320 

Enrollment, 40. 300 
Attendance, 35. 280 
Per cent of attendance, 87. 

200 

200 



(2) 



60)38. 000(. 633 
360 



Enrollment, 60. 200 

Attendance, 38. 180 

Per cent of attendance, 63. 

200 
180 



(3) 



20 



60)40. 000(. 666 
360 



Enrollment, 60. 400 
Attendance, 40. 360 
Per cent of attendance, 67. 

400 

360 

40 

Average daily per cent of attendance is the figure which represents what the per 
cent of attendance would have been if a fixed per cent of attendance had remained 
constant during the entire month. 

To find the average daily per cent of attendance divide the sum of all the daily 
per cents for the month by the number of days taught during the month. 

18)1497.000(83.166 
144 

57 
54 

Sum of the daily per cents, 1,497. 30 

Number of days taught, 18. 18 

Average daily' per cent of attendance, 83.17. 

120 

108 

120 
108 

12 

liule 8. — The attendance for each day of the school month on which the teacher 
has taught shall be reported on the blank Form R in the space provided. 

Rule 9. — The average daily attendance shall be found by dividing the total attend- 
ance for the month by the number of days taught, according to the above defini- 
tion. 

Rufe 10. — The per cent of attendance for each day during the month shall be com- 

Suted by the teacher of the school; a record of the per cent of attendance on each 
ay during the month shall be kept by the teacher as he or she has determined it, 
and this record shall be delivered to the supervisor of schools on Form V, with the 
report on Form R. In filling in Form V use only the spaces on the left-hand side 
of the card. 

8611—04 14 



2IU RRPOBX OJT GO1CMI88I0NER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 



Jiulc 11. — The avt'Huce daily iwr cent of attendance for each "M>"t^ shall be com- 
pntt^l by the t*»a('her of the Hch<K»l and re|>orte<i on the blank Form R in Iftieflpice 
providtMl. 

Rule IJ. — The avera)^' <lailv j)er cent of attendance shall be computeil according 
to the alK>ve delinitionn, by dividing? tlie mini of the daily per cents by the number of 
davH taught during the inontli. 

linle l.i. — All al)tK'nivH shall l)e counted, unless, in cases of long-continued illness, 
the HUiKTvisor of schools receives instructions from the commissioner of education to 
allow the teaclier to do otherwise. 

Rub' 14. — All aljsences shall Ih» reiKirteil on the blank Form R. 

UKN'ERAL RULE8. 

Rnh' ir,. — Kvery simce on the blank Form R shall contain the correct figure for 
that B|)ace for the* month, and if there is no tijfure for any space then that space shall 
l)e tilled by a zero. 

Rule i/;.— The blank over the word "school" shall contain the name of the school, 
whether it is in charj^* of a principal, graded, rural, or agricultural teacher. 

Rule 17. — The blank over the woni '*grade*' shall contain the name of the grade 
of the school, whether it is of the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, or 
eighth jrrade. 

Rule /<v.— Teachers shall sijjn their reports themselves before delivering them to 
the sujH»rvisor of schools. 

RiUe i.v. —Teachers shall fill out reports for each month themselves. 

Rule ^^a— Teachers shall keep copies of each report on blank Form R which they 
deliver to the sujwrvisor of schools. 

Rule J*/.— The original n»port, signed by the teacher, shall be delivered to the 
supervisor of schools, not the copy of the report. 



Circular Letter No. 135. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Ck>MMis8ioNER, 

San Juan, February 5, 190S. 
To the aupei-viHor: 

In order to increase the interest and cooperation of parents in the work of the 
schools, it is hereby suggested that you direct your teachers to return all written 
work, after t)eing corrected, to the pupils. Copy books and notebooks, after they 
are filled, should also be turned over to the pupils to be taken home. This will give 
the parents an opportunity to see for themselves what their children are doing in the 
schools, and will tend to do away with the wrong ideas about our work and to avoid 
misunderstandings between teachers and parents. In addition to correcting the 
written work it would be well for the teachers to write a word or two of criticism, 
such as "Improving," "Good," "Not satisfactory; you must be more careful," etc. 
It is also desirable for teachers to post three or four sheets of the best work on the 
walls of the schoolroom not only as a reward and incentive to pupils, but also as an 
advertisement of the work of the school that may meet the eyes of chance visitors. 
Considering the fact that many of our teachers are laboring under adverse circum- 
stances and still produce good results, and considering the fact that some teachers 
make special sacrifices to tetter their schools, such as spending private funds to make 
the schools attractive, it has been decided that whenever a teacher does anything 
that should be given special recognition, this department will gladly write him a few 
words of commendation on the recommendation of the supervisor. 

I also wish to call your attention to the fact that the work of the English teachers 
must be reported on in the same way as that of any other teacher. 
Respectfully, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commimoner. 
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Circular Letter No. 137. 

Department op Education op Porto Rico, 

Oppice of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, February 9, 190S. 
To the school mipervisors. 

Gentlemen: Permit me to call your attention to the fact that Washington's Birth- 
day comes this year on Sunday and will be celebrated as a legal holiday, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 337 of the Political Code, on Monday, February 23. 

This is an occasion for which special preparations should be made in the schools 
for its proper celebration. It gives an opportunity of teaching the lessons of patri- 
otism and inculcating respect and love for the heroes of the past and for the history 
of the American Republic. While the department will not send out this year any 
special instructions or provide any special programme of exercises for this day, I trust 
tnat throughout the schools of your district you will make every effort to arrange 
to have proper exercises held during the second session or the closing hours of the 
school day, Friday, February 20, which will be the latest day available preceding the 
legal celebration of the day on Monday, February 23, on which day the schools will 
be closed. 

Kindly send to the department at your earliest convenience a- report, including the 
programme of exercises and any other items of interest relating to the celebration of 
this day in your district. 
Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 139. 

Department op Education op Porto Rico, 

QppiCE OP THE Commissioner, 

San Juan, Febructry 18, 1903, 
To the Supervisors: 

At the end of the second term you need not send samples of pupils' work to this 
office, but do so at the end of the school year. 

About how many pupils have )[ou in your district that will complete the work of 
the eighth grade this year in a fairly satisfactory manner? 

A uniform examination will be held throughout the island for pupils who com- 
plete the work of the eighth grade this year. Those who pass this examination will 
receive certificates entitling them to admission to the insular normal school, provid- 
ing they desire to become teachers, or to any high school in Porto Rico. 

The questions for this examination will be made out by this department and will 
test the pupils' knowledge thoroughly. They will be based on the course of study 
as modified. 

More definite directions will be sent out in due time. 
Please reply early. 

Respectfully, Samuel McCune Lindsay, Commissioner, 



Circular Letter No. 142. 

Department op Education op Porto Rico, 

Oppice op the Commissioner, 

San Juan, March 11, 1903. 
To the Supervisors: 

You are hereby informed that Dr. Chas. De Garmo, formerly president of Swarth- 
more College and now dean of the pedagogical department of Cornell University, and 
Dr. Edward T. DeVine, secretary of the Charity Organization Society of New York, 
the pioneer leader in the university extension work in America, and to-day one of 
the best-known authorities and writers on practical and professional philanthropy 
and popular education, are expected to arrive in San Juan on the 19th instant. They 
will accompany the commissioner of education on a tri^ to \wa\i& \icr«T«» ^\ "^^^ 
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hf\Mjy\ Ujt the itarpfjm: of iiwpertiiic the poblic schools mod holding edncatioiuLl con- 
f<rreiK%«. Int'ioetd v'jq vill finil an oathne fd the profMeed tear for yoar gnidance 
in making preparitioDe for these meedngs. 

The sapervMOTi, at vh j«e headquarters meeting are to be held, will make the 
nerxffiarr provisoo Usr a hall, theater, or other appropriate place for holding the 
meeting. They, ae veil a^ other rapenrisorB along the roate of travel, will aid Mr. 
Miller in makir^; the neoeaear^- arrangeinentE* for coachee, horses, and the entertaiii- 
ment of the party in town* vhcrre there are no proper hotels. The field sapenrisor 
vill corrmiofid with yoa individoallv in doe time about the neoesBary details. 

.Should there be any nnavoi^lable changes in the programme ootlined, yoa will be 
dulv notifie^l by telegraph. 

Von are authorized to permit teachers to doee their schools for the purpose of 
attending the«ie conferences, and may permit teachers to close their schools one-half 
dav Ijefore the beginning of the first conference where in yoTir judgment you con- 
siffer this time necessary to reach the place of meeting. Supervisors will be required 
to keep a mt^nl of the attendance of their teachers, which they will forward to this 
office after the conferences are over. 

Full pay for the time that teachers spend at a conference and for the time 
requirea in going to and returning from such conference, not exceeding one full day 
employed in such travel, will be allowed bv this department. 

It is' suggested that teachers from the following towns be urged to attend at the 
centers state<l : 

Agwulilla. — Teachers from Agua^lilla, Moca, San Sebastian, Agnada, and Isabela. 

Are^ifff. — Teachers from Arecibo, Lares, Camuy, Hatillo, Barceloneta, and Manati. 

Pome. — Teachers from Ponce, Peiiuelas. Guayanilla, and Juana Diaz. 

C'fjamo. — Teachers from Coamo, Santa Isabel, Juana Diaz, Barros, and Aibonito. 

dwiyama. — Teachers from Guayama, Arroyo, Salinas, Platillas, and Cayey. 

Yanco. — Teachers from Yauco, Guayani]la,'Guanica, Sabana Grande, and Lajas. 

Maya/jnez. — Teachers from Mayaguez, Afiaseo, Rincon, Las Marias, Maricao San 
Geniian, Laja^, and Cabo Rojo. 

Stxn Juan. — Teachers from San Juan, Rio Piedras, Carolina, Catafio, Bayam5n, 
TffSL Baja, Vega Baja, and Toa Alta. 

We may also visit a few schools on the way where we find them in session. I trust 
that you will give your hearty cooperatian to make these meetings the occasion of an 
enthusiastic welcome to our guests, and both pleasant and profitable for idl those 
who attend. 

Respectfully, Samcel McCune Lindsay, Commissioner. 



Outline of a tour of ten days for the commissioner of education and party: 

March 20. — Proceed to Aguadilla by boat, arriving at 12 m. Hold conferences at 
Aguadilla at 2.'iO p. m. and at 8 p. m. 

March 21. — Take coaches in the morning to Camuy, stopping at Camuy for lunch. 
Take train at Camuy at 2.30 p. m. for Arecibo, arriving there at 3 p. m. Hold con- 
ferenccH at Arecibo at 3.30 p. m. and at 8 p. m. 

March 22. — Go from Arecibo to Utuado in coaches. From there to Adjuntas on 
horseback; from there to Ponce by coach. 

March 2S. — Three meetings in Ponce, at 9 a. m., 1.30 p. m., and 8 p. m. 

March 24- — Proceed from Ponce to Juana Diaz, stopping to dedicate school there; 
going then(!e to Coamo. Hold conference at Coamo at 10.30 a. m. Leave Coamo at 
1 p. 111. for Guayama, by way of Cayej^. 

March 25. — Hold three conferences in Guayama, at 8.30 a. m., at 1.30 p. m., and at 
8 p. m. 

March 26. — Hold conference at 8.30 a. m. Leave Guayama at 11 a. m., arriving at 
Ponce at 7 p. m., together with governor's party. 

March 27. — Laying of corner stone of the Roosevelt Industrial School in Ponce at 
8.30 a. ni. Proceed to Yauco by special train, holding conferences there at 3 p. m. 
and at 8 p. ni. 

March 28. — Proceed to Guanica by coach or rail, going from there to Mayaguez by 
boat with governor's party. Hold conferences at Mayaguez at 3 p. m. and at 8 p. m. 

March 29. — Leave Mayaguez at 6.15 a. m. and proceed to San Juan by way of 
Aguadilla and Camuy, arriving Sunday night in San Juan. 

March .'?0.— Conferences in San Juan at 8.30 a. m., 1.30 p. m., and 8 p. m. 

March SO, March 31, and April 1. — Educational exhibit of the San Juan district in 
Uw Lincoln Graded School, on AWen. alteet. 
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Circular Letter No. 143. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Jaarij March 16, 190S. 
To the mipervisora: 

The school children of Philadelphia have made and sent to Porto Rico a consider- 
able number of girls' dresses and a very few boys' suits for distribution among our 
needy school children. It is the desire of the department to distribute this clothing 
where it will be of greatest value. To this end supervisors are invited to notify this 
office of cases where children are really unable to attend school owing to lack of 
clothing, giving names of children, age, and some idea of size. Do not let the idea 
get out that the department stands ready to make any miscellaneous distribution of 
clothing, but do the whole matter quietly, making sure in every case of the actual 
need and the fact that the children who receive clothing will thereby be enabled to 
attend school. 

So far as possible the clothing for which you ask will be promptly sent you for 
distribution to the children specified. 

Yours, respectfully, E. W. Lord, Assistant Commissioner, 



Circular Letter No. 144. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, March 26, 1903, 
To supervisors and employees of the department: 

The following order has been issued by the honorable governor of Porto Rico 
under date of March 24, 1903: 

**It has been brought to my attention that certain employees of the government 
are engaged in business enterprises, wherein sales of merchandise are made by them 
as agents or otherwise to the government; and 

**lt further having been brought to my attention that in a recent instance an 
employee advertised and published the fact that he was in the government employ 
for the purpose of securing a standing which would more readily enable him to suc- 
cessfully carry on certain business enterprises; and 

**The matter having been thoroughly discussed by the heads of the departments 
with me, now, with their approval, it is hereby ordered that from and after this date 
no employee of the government of Porto Rico shall l)e interested in any way, directly 
or indirectly, as salesman, agent, or otherwise, in the sale of merchandise of any 
kind to the government of Porto Rico, and that no employee shall advertise or use 
the fact of his employment in the government servic^e to assist him in any private 
business enterprise. No employee shall engage in any business which conflicts with 
this rule, or which may occupy his attention during the hours which are set apart 
for the transaction of public business. It is directed that this order be made known 
to all the employees of each of the departments." 

You are requested to observe the above order and comply with its requirements. 
Yours, respectfully, 

E. W. Lord, Assistant Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 145. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, March 25, 1903. 
To supervisors: 

' The following communication has been receiveil from the honorable governor of 
Porto Rico: 

**I am reliably a<lvi8ed by the director of health that smallpox is imusually preva- 
lent in the other^ West Indies islands, and we are admonished to be unusually 
vigilant, lest it l>e introduced in Porto Rico. 

"The board of health and the secretary's office will issue orders d\T«R.tva% \ksfc 
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alcalden ami municipal authorities^ to leave nothing undone to extend ^-acdnationi 
and I ail nee that the teai'here and euper\i«ore throughout the island be directed to 
make every poHsible effort to eee that all children attending eehool have been 
vaccinated.'' 

You are reouegte^l to cooperate in every way with the proper officials to have this 
8Ug>;etftion duly carried out. 

Yours, respectfully, £. W. Lord, Assistatit Commissioner, 



CiRCi'LAK Lbttbr No. 148. 

Dbpartmext of Educatiox of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, April 6, 1903. 
To srhofjl stiperrisors. 

Gentlemen: During your visits to schools in the month of April you will please 
make a special effort to gather together all school supplies, such as text-books, school 
furniture, slater, flags, blackboaMs, and anything else that is charged to your prop- 
erty account, which is unfit for ser\'ice or the use of which has been discontinuea and 
is not likely to again be required in the near future, and have the same brought to 
your district headquarters, awaiting further instructions for its proper condemnation 
or removal from your district. We will either send some one to your district head- 
quarters to condemn and destroy worn-out and useless supplies, or' we will have them 
sent here to this office and thus relieve your property account of any further charge. 
Please notify the department when the goods you wish to dispose of are collected at 
your headquarters and are ready for inspection. 

In collecting supplies which are worn-out or broken preserve the parts, such as the 
frame of a slate or a piece of a flag, in order that goods may be identified by the proper 
oflScer representing the department. 

Yours, very truly, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 149. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 
San' Juan, P. R., April 7, 1903. 
To the school supervisors. 

Gentlemen: I beg to call your attention to the fact that all pupils, teachers, and 
persons having anything to do with the public schools must either be vaccinated or 
nave a certificate of vaccination. Certificates are valid for seven years, and those 
that have no certificate must obtain one from a properly qualified physician. Cer- 
tificates of previous successful vaccination within a penoa of seven years must be 
renewed by the public health authorities in order to make an old vaccination valid. 
Kindly see that all your schools comply with this order. 
Yours, respectfully, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 
Commissioner of Education. 



Circular Letter No. 151. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, April 24, 1903. 
To supervisors: 

The last legislature passed a law providing for 28 free scholarships in the insular 
normal school, 14 for boys and 14 for girls of good health and good moral character, 
between the ages of 15 and 20 years (both inclusive), giving preference to those mo^ 
in need of this aid. 

Applications for the competitive examination to be held June 5, 1903, covering the 

work of the entire common-school course, will be received until Ma]^ 20 by Mr. Hiller, 

secretary of the reviewing board established by this law. Application blanks will be 

sent to candidates applying for same to Mr. "H\\\«t. 

One of the reqnieites is that the caiid\da\^ m\iaX.^Tea^Tv\.\XiT^\<6\Xfc\»^l^<5ftQmmen- 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 215 

dation tojjether with his application, one to be from the district supervisor and another 
from his teacher. When any candidates come to you for a letter of recommendation, 
give them a formal note of introduction, in a separate confidential letter addressed 
to the secretary of the reviewing board, I wish you to give full details regarding candi- 
date, covering the following points: Health and general physical condition, age, moral 
character, present record in school, color; whether parents are living; whether parents 
or guardians now receive a fixed income from the government or other source; the 
financial ability of the parents or guardians to send candidates at their own expense, 
which may be tested by the amount of taxes that the parent pays, as well as by his 
income; wnether parent, guardian, or near relative of applicant receives salary as a 
government or municipal employee. Make a thorough investigation on all these 
points, and give us the truth in the letter sent directly to the board. 
Respectfully, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commim.<mer, 



Application blank for admission to competitive examination to be held June 5, 1903, for 
free scholarship in the insular normal school. 

1. Your name and surnames 

2. Your residence; how long have you lived in that town? 

3. Date of your birth 

4. Names and surnames of your parents or guardians 

5. Your father's occupation 

6. In what school and in what grade are you enrolled at present? 

7. If you are admitted to this examination, in what town do you wish to take it? 

8. Together with this application send three letters of recommendation — one from 
the school supervisor of the district, another from your teacher, and a third from 
some other well-known person of the locality in which you live. 

Applications for the competitive examination to be held June 5, 1903, in all the 
headquarters of school districts will be received until May 20, 1903. 

Send this application, together with your letters of recommendation, to Paul G. 
Miller, secretary of reviewing board, H. B. 64, San Juan, Porto Rico. 



Circular Letter No. 152. 

Department op Education op Porto Rico, 

Ofpice of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, April 24, 1903, 
To the Supervisors. 

Gentlemen: Inclosed you will find blanks for reports on the work of all teachers 
of English and other special teachers in your respective districts. Please make these 
reports with the greatest care, and do not recommend for employment another year 
any teacher whom you honestly think should not be engaged. 
Yours, respectfully, * 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, Commissioner. 

Supervisor's report on — 

1. Length of service under your supervision. 

2. Success as a teacher. 

3. Knowledge of Spanish. 

4. English education. 

5. General standing in community. 

6. Do you recommend teacher — ' 

(a) For promotion? 

(b) For reappointment in present position? 

7. Is the teacher a good disciplinarian? 

8. Remarks: 

Signature . 

Date , 1903. 
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Circular Letter No. 156. 

Department of Kducation of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San JuaUf May 4i 190S. 
To Mnjterrlsorx: 

You art* hen»by notifiiMl that a special examination in English will be held on Sat- 
urday, May IH, 1903, at 9 o'clock a. ra., for those of your teachers who for some good 
reanon <li(l not take the examination on the 25th of April. This examination wul be 
con<lucte<l jM^rHonally by the supenisora at their headquarters, and the same rules 
that >roverne<l the last examination will be ob8er\'ed. Questions will be sent you in 
due time in accordance with your rw^uisitions. 

It huH also l)een decide<l that the examination for the classes completing the work 
of the eijfhth jrra<le will Ih» held on June 5, 6, and 8, the time set for the competitive 
examination for tH'curing free Hi'holarships in the insular normal school. This exam- 
ination will also constitute the entrance examination to the insular normal school for 
thoHc persona who are not candidates for the common school diploma and w^ho desire 
admisHion to thiH si'hool and are willing to pay their own expenses. These three 
different groups of candidates will be given the same examination, but it must 
be distinctly understoocl that applicants for free scholarships and candidates for 
admission to the insular normal s<hool other than pupils of the public schools, who 
are candidates for the common school diploma, must take this examination at the 
supervij^ors' headquarters under the direction of the supervisor and principal. In 
other towns the examination for the pupils will be conducted by the principal and 
English teacher. 

C'andidates for free scholarships must present written authorization from the 
reviewing board in order to be admitted to this examination. 

Programmes and uniform (jucHtions will be sent you in due time. 

Kindly make these facts known throughout your districts, and let us know not 
later than May 25 the number of candidates that you expect in each class. 
Respectfully, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 
... Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 157. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, May 14, 1903. 

To the school supervisors. 

Gentlemen: There will be no material increase in the number of schools next 
year. This fact will aid the local boards to properly equip the schools already in 
existence. Let this be properly and thoroughly done. Please make a list of the 
things needed by each school in your district. From now until the end of the school 
year, instead of reporting on the work of your teachers, please devote the time of 
your visits to nchools in making out a list of things that each school needs in addi- 
tion to what it already has. In looking over the equipment be careful to exclude 
borrowed benches, desks, etc., and in making out your list you should also exclude 
equipment not in serviceable condition. 

If there are any schoolhous^s that are badly in need of repair, or that are not fit 
for school purposes, or where there are bad sanitary conditions, report these facts 
with your report on needed equipmeitt. 

The reports on equipment needed should be separate for each school, giving the 
name and location of the school. You might use a composition book for taking 
notes during your visits, and on the basis of these notes make out in duplicate in 
Spanish a report, sending one copy direct to the president of the school board and 
keeping one on your file for frequent consultation until the needs are met. 

In cases where local boards find that they can not properly equip the schools the 
department will reserve the right to transfer the schools that can not be equipped 
to other municipalities. Only such schools as are properly equipped will be allowed 
to be opened at the beginning of the next school year. For your guidance I here- 
with give a list of the equipment that every rural school should possess. 

1. Benches enough to fill the seating capacity of the room. If the room is large 
provision should be made for 50 pupils. 

2. Desks enough to accommodate at \eaat oiv^-Yv^Vi ol tU^ pupils. 
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3. A bookcase, substantially made, with lock and key. 

4. A chair and desk, or table, for the use of the teacher. 

6. From three to six brooms, according to the quality provided. 

6. A zinc pail and at least three tin cups for drinking purposes. Where no reason- 
ably pure water can be had, filters should be provided. 

7. A clock. 

8. Hatracks for about 40 hats; nails may be driven into horizontal boards nailed 
on studs. 

9. Provision for mounting at least 36 square feet of blackboard cloth. For this 

Surpose, tongued and grooved lumber, planed on one side, may be mounted on studs, 
blackboards 3 by 12 feet, with molding, cloth to be mounted later, have been pro- 
vided, at $2.25, in Mayaguez. 

10. School rooms should be whitewashed, if not painted, and closets should be 
cleaned and whitewashed. 

11. Such other things as you consider necessary. 

In the graded schools desks should be provided for all the pupils; drinking water 
should be filtered, and such other improvements should be made as the size and 
importance of the town may demand. Use your own judgment in this. 
Every town should have at least one regularly employed janitor. 
When the question of making the budget comes up, I desire you to fight for the 
needs of the schools in the board meetmgs, and fearlessly report the facts if sufiicient 
provision is not made. 

Yours, very truly, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner, 



Circular Letter No. 159. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, May 19, 1903. 
To the supervisors. 

Gentlemen: You are hereby informed that public examinations will- be held for 
candidates who desire to obtain certificates as rural, graded, or principal teachers on 
June 17, 18, 19, and 20. 

On the first three days the examination will be for rural and graded certificates 
and continued on the fourth day for principals. The subjects for rural and graded 
teachers will be English language, Spanish language, arithmetic, geography, history 
of the United States and of Porto Rico, and methods of teaching. 

In addition to these, principals will be examined in algebra, geometry, and 
physiology. 

On the first day the examination will be in the English language and Spamsh 
language; on the second day in arithmetic and geography; on the third day, history 
of the United States and of Porto Rico and methods of teaching; on the fourth day, 
algebra, geometry, and physiologv for principals. 

Candidates desiring to take this examination must present their applications 
before the 10th of June, 1903, to the supervisor of the district where they desire to 
be examined. 

Supervisors are not to admit to the examination any candidate for rural certificate 
who lias not attained the age of 17 vears, or who will not have attained that age 
before the Ist of July, 1903; neither shall they acjmili^'andidates to take the exami- 
nation for graded certificate who will not hava.*atfained the age of 19 years before 
•the 1st of July, 1908, and who have not hMfat least one year's experience as a 
teacher; and no person shall be admitted to tcKe the examination for principal who 
will not have attained the age of 21 years 'oefore the 1st of Julv, 1903, and who has 
not had at least two years* experience as a teacher; provided, however, that any 
person 19 vears of age, who shall present a certificate from the principal of the nor- 
mal school setting forth that he has pursued a two-year course in said normal school, 
exclusive of the preparatory year, may be admitted to the examination for graded 
certificate without previous experience in teaching. 

In all cases the supervisor must be convinced that the candidate has reached the 
minimum age limit, possesses good health, and is of good moral character; and the 
burden of the proof will rest in every case with the candidate making application. 
In this connection, refer to sections 35, 36, 37, 38, and 39, of the school law as soon 
as you receive copies. 

Respectfully, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 
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CiBCCLAB Lbtteb No. 16Q. 

Department of Education of Pobto Rioo, 

Office of thx CoMMianoKEE, 

-Still Juan^ May ;?/, 190S. 
To the fUfyerinteutlenU of nchttol^^. 

(textlemen: 

Sthool Hupitiie*. — Pleane make requisition on or before June 1 for all achool soppliee 
that you will need for the remaimler of this school year. The books of the depart- 
ment' muHt l»e ljalance<l and inventories made before supplies are purchased for use 
in the next school year, and no requisition for this year can be filled after June 1. 

< )n or liefore June 1 please let us nave an itemized statement of the school supplies, 
including text-lKK>kH, school stationery, etc., which you will need for the next sdnDol 
year for all the rural and fin^ded schools in your district. There wUl be no substu- 
tial increase in the number of sc'hools next'^ear. Please try to make this estimste 
cover the nee<ls for the entire year, and submit with the estimate a statistical estimate 
of schools and pupils as follows: 

1. Nunil)er of schools you expect to have open next year: (a) Graded, (h) rural 

2. Nuinl)er of buildings in wnich these schools will be located: -(a) Graded, (6) 
rural. 

3. Numl)er of pupils in rural schools. 

4. Number of pupils in graded schools: First, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades. 

5. Nunil)er of night schools. 

(5. Numl)er of pupils in night schools. 

Where it is im j^ossible to estimate accurately for next year, make up your estimates 
on the basis of this year's experience. With reference to text-books needed it would 
l)e well to consult Circular Letter No. 106, under date of October 15, 1902, and also 
Circular I>etter No. 112, under date of November 8, 1902. 

School lufi's. — I am sending you under separate cover copies of the pamphlet edition 
of the new school laws. Please study this pamphlet carefully, as it contains many 
changes in the present law. The most important among the changes to be noted are 
the following: 

Section 6,- reciuiring the school boards to fix a regular date of meeting, giving due 
notice of special meetings, and to hold all meetings in a public place. 

Section 7, specifying the duties of school boards. 

Se(;tion 10, requiring that all schoolhouses and class rooms be separate from any 
renidence or place of business. 

Se(!tion 15, requiring the commissioner to fill vacancies in schools in case the 
school board refuses to act within fifteen days after notification. 

Section 17, alno concerning some of the duties of school boards. 

Section 19, which requires the school board to make an estimate of its expenses 
for the coming school year, and the ayuntamiento to vote the percentage based on 
this estimate, if they can do so within the limits of voting not less than 15 per cent 
and not more than 25 per cent of the total funds received from taxation. This 
includen local taxes as well as funds received from the insular treasury. When the 
amount requested by the school board exceeds 25 per cent the minimum allotted 
shall be 20 per cent. See that your school board submits its estimate to the ayunta- 
miento before June 1 , and that same is fair and ample for next year's needs. 

Section 21. Study this section, which refers to the budget, and explain it to the 
school board. This section does not go into effect until July 1, 1903. 

Se(;tions 22-23 provide that the treasurer of the school board must be a bonded 
officer. 

Section 23 alters the political code|ind requires members of the school boards to* 
send their resignations to the commissioner of education. 

Section 29 somewhat alters the present method of filling vacancies. 

Section 30 requires each school board to make a report on or about June 1 of the 
number of schools which it is prepared to open during the next ensuing school year. 
Please see that this is done promptly. 

Section 39. Note the age limit for qualifications for teachers as prescribed in this 
section. 

Section 41. Notice the maximum age limit. 

Section 53 and rules and regulations No. 4 relate to corporal punishment. Please 
see that these rules are strictly enforced, and allow^ no corporal punishment except 
under the conditions prescribed by these rules. Advise principals and teachers to 
avoid the use of corporal punishment whenever possible, even for the offenses for 
which it may be employed, especiaWy m corarawmti^^ >«\i^T^ public opinion is easily 
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aroused on this subject, and advise them to proceed with deliberateness and caution. 
At the same time assure them that every principal and teacher who acts within the 
strict limitations of the rules and this law will be guaranteed the protection of law 
and the earnest and eflBicient support of this department. Advise the department 
by wire in cases where any diflBiculties of this character arise. 

Section 54. The power of selecting teachers rests upon the local boards only so 
far as rural, graded, and principal teachers in the regiilar public schools are con- 
cerned. In all other cases (please note epecially the definition of special teachers 
as given in sec. 35) , including teachers of English and special teachers, appointments 
are made directly by the commissioner of education, who will be glad at any time to have 
recommendations respecting any special teachers or teachers of English, especially 
when the latter may oe assigned to grade work, if the school boards of the respective 
districts desire to make such recommendations. 

Section 54 requires municipalities to assign public buildings for the use of schools 
wherever same may be available, and this must be done without requiring the school 
board to pay rent for same. 

Section 59 alters the minimum limit of house rent, and boards are required to 
make a cash allowance, unless specially exempted in the contract approved by the 
commissioner of education. 

Section 60 somewhat alters the conditions under which compulsory attendance 
may be enforced. 

Section 62, outlining the duties of school superintendents, also states that the 
school board shall furnish them with a suitable office for the transaction of public 
business, but with no house rent. Where it happens that a superintendent has two 
or more municipalities in his district, an adjustment of the cost of office rent should 
be made. 

Section 64 fixes June 20 as the date on which the ayuntamiento of each munici- 
pality shall decide whether or not to impose the school tax. 

Note also the rules and regulations, page 31, with respect to the renewal of teach- 
ers' licenses, payment of teachers* salaries, allowances for sick leave and vacation 
leaves for school superintendents. 

Annual reports.— Note especially that school superintendents are required to pre- 
sent annual reports by the 1st of June. 1 should like to have your report for the past 
school year at the earliest date possible, and to have the report as complete as pos- 
sible. Do not attempt to give statistics that will be given in the report of the statis- 
tical supervisor, but call attention to any important facts or changes which may be 
illustrated by statistics in your district. Give concrete illustrations that will show 
the present school work in your district, the changes that have taken place during 
the year, and the contrast 'which this year's work makes with that of the previous 
year. Point out distinctly the signs of progress and advancement. Also call atten- 
tion to weaknesses which need to be remedied, and if possible include in your report 
an estimate of the number of private schools in your district, the number of pupils 
in these private schools, and call attention to any other educational agencies that 
may be working in harmony with this department, or at least for the same end, i. e., 
to combat illiteracy. The number of children in your district who are of school age 
and in no school, but could attend if there were room, would make an interesting 
item. 

Please give the matters contained in this letter careful and prompt attention, and 
if you have any doubt as to the meaning of any portion of the new law write at once 
to the department. 

Yours, very truly, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner, 



Circular Letter No. 162. 

Department op Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, May j^5, 190S. 
To the superintendents of schools. 

Gentlemen: Please have all schools in your district closed during the summer 
vacation beginning June 26 and ending September 27, unless specially authorized to 
keep the building or school open. A request to use school buildings during the 
vacation period for private schools should be first approved by the school board, 
then submitted to the department for approval. In no case does permission to use 
the school building for a private school during the vacation \)^T\Qd va^^V^ ^>x^^ 'c^^^is.- 



220 KKPORT OF COMMIflftlONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 

)^tion oil the i)art of tJie department to furnish school supplies, such as stationery, 
copy lHM)kH, i>encilH, pens, ink, etc. The use of text-books belonging to the depart- 
ment may in* j?ranted, provided the superintendent so recommends and prodded 
that he is' willing; that this l)e done without relinquishing any of his financial liabil- 
ity which he a^wumes during the regular school year for the return of this property. 

The work of the regular night schools should also be discontinued, and all special 
m'hools are included in this order to close all the schools at the end of the school 
year, June 26. The department, however, is prepared to open one special night 
school during the summer in eat^h municipality when requested to do so by the 
sch(M)l l)oardH. If your school l)oardH desire to open such a school in a town or even 
in a rural district (nrovided exceptional conditions warrant it) and are prepared 
to guarantee an enrollment of not less than 40 and a regular attendance of not len 
than 80 on the conditions hereinafter mentioned, please ask them to make appli- 
cation for summer night schools on or before June 15. Such school would run for 
three months, l)efirinning July tt. Instruction must be given for two hours each even- 
ing and onlv in the following subjei'ts: Reading in Spanish or P^nglish, or both, and 
writing. N^o one shall l)e admitted to the school who can either read or write and 
no other subjects but reading and writing should be taught in the special summer 
night schools as part of the regular programme. Of course, a teacher in teaching 
rea<ling may use his own judgment in imparting knowledge on various subjects, and 
in teaching, writing may include neatness in making figures and some information in 
elementary arithmetic. The purpose of these night schools will be to reduce the 
percentage of illiteracy, and only those who can not at present read or write, with- 
out regard to age, may be admitted. In the three months' course devoted to this 
purpose exclusively considerable progress should be made. 

The boanls will be aske<l to recommend teachers, who will be appointed by the 
commissioner. They may be taken from the ranks of the rural, graded, principal 
or Phiglish teachers, and they will be paid $10 per month by the department, but 
shall not be entitled to house rent from the board. The boarcfc and supervisors may 
arrange for the holding of these special summer night schools at any hour duriri 
the day or evening which they may see fit, as the school building and property will 
not be in use for other purposes. In some communities it might be well to arrange 
for this class for two hours in the late afternoon, although, as a rule, I believe the 
hours should be set in the evening in order that those employed during the day may 
take advantage of these courses. 

Yours, very truly, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

CommMoner. 



Circular Letter No. 163. 

Department op Education op Porto Rico, 
Office op the Commissioner, 
San Juan, May 27, 1903. 
To the school superintendents. 

Gentlemen: Your annual report on the work in your district which you were 
requested to send in on June 1 may be delayed until June 15 if your other duties 
make it impossible to submit at the earlier date as complete and full a report as you 
may desire. 

In making up your requisition for school supplies please arrange to do away with 
slates in your graded schools, using the slates you now have on hand for your rural 
schools and making requisition for sufiicient practice paper to meet the needs of your 
graded schools. If your requisition for supplies has already been sent in please 
examine the copy you have doubtless kept on file in your ofiice and advise me of any 
change you desire to make in view of this suggestion about the use of slates anJ 
practice paper. 

In discussing the budget with your school boards you may say to each school board 
that I am willing to furnish fifty modern school desks to any school board that will 
purchase, on the same terms as last year, at least fifty more. I can not furnish over 
fifty desks gratis to any one school board, although they may purchase more than 
fifty, and in no case can I furnish a board with any additional desks where payment 
has not been made in full for the desks already received and for which the boards 
agreed to make payment. 

Yours, very truly, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

C!<ymmis8ioner, 
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Circular Letter No. 166. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, June 2, 1903, 
To the mperintendenls of schools, Porto Rico: 

Regarding the conduct of the examinations to be held June 5, 6, and 8, 1903, 1 wish 
to state that you are to follow the rules governing teachers* examinations. You will 
be assisted by the principal of the school and by the president of the school board, 
as provided bv House bill No. 64. The papers of the candidates should be carefully 
examined and marked at your office by you, assisted by the principal. I suggest that 
you personally mark the papers in arithmetic, history, English, and civil govern- 
ment, and that the principal mark the papers in Spanish, physiology, geography, and 
writing. The last-named subject is to be judged by the appearance of the writing 
in the Spanish composition, and candidates should be informed of this fact. In find- 
ing the average per cent of the candidates consider the following relative weights 
of subjects: English, 2; Spanish, 2; arithmetic, 2; geography, 2; history, 2; physi- 
ology, 1; civil government, 1; writing, 1. 

Candidates may select from questions the number indicated in the programme and 
no more. No additional credit should be given for additional work. With the 
exception of Spanish language, they may answer either in Spanish or English. Have 
candidates make the following corrections in the questions before beginning to write: 

(a) In Spanish Language, ninth question, strike out the letter "b" in the word 
•*abrrogado " 

(6) In Geography, fourth question, insert the word "mds" between **V.'* and "pro- 
gresista." 

(c) In English, fifth question, correct the spelling of "irregular.*' 

If questions are not clear, write them on the blackboard. Examiners will need a 
copy of the Standard Third Reader for the examination in English. 

Make a report on the examination on the regular blanks for this purpose. The 
local committee should make its recommendations for free scholarships together with 
the report. If the candidate for free scholarship is also a candidate lor the common 
school diploma, that fact should be stated in the report, and the reviewing board will 
revise the papers of the candidates that you recommend for scholarships and make 
a selection from the various districts in accordance with the conditions prescribed 
by law. 

Yours, respectfully, Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 166. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, June 4, 1903, 
To superintendents: 

I take pleasure in making the following announcement regarding the result of the 
English examination for Porto Rican teachers. At the time the examinations were 
held, there were employed under contract 1,008 teachers. A total of 962 teachers 

E resented themselves at either the regular or special examination. Of these, 28 
old certificates from the department of education, but were not serving in the 
public schools at that time. Only 74 teachers regularly employed failed to present 
themselves. Of this number some will not receive certificates for the coming year, 
as they have passed the maximum age limit authorized by law. Of the total num- 
ber of teachers examined, 8 received prizes; 23 were given honorable mention, as 
they attained a standing of 95 per cent or over; 167 teachers received 90 per cent or 
over; 226, from 80 to 90 per cent; 155, from 70 to 80 per cent; 116, from 60 to 70 per 
cent; 98, from 50 to 60 per cent, and 200 fell below 50 per cent. Two prizes were 
awarded to the Yauco district, and one to each of the following; Mayaguez, Agua- 
dilla, Camuy, Arecibo, Utuado, and Bayam6n. Seven of the prize winners are men 
and one is a lady. 

In reference to the average per cent attained, the districts rank in the following 
order: Yauco, San Germdn, Arecibo, Utuado, Coamo, Aibonito, Humacao, Fajardo, 
Caguas, Mayaguez, Camuy, Aguadilla, Toa Alta, San Juan, Ponce, Guayama, Caro- 
lina, Bayam6n, Manatf. 
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Of the* priiu'iiialH, Carlos A. Reichanl, of Maya^ez, received first prize and Manuel 
(J. Nin, of Yanro, wHMmd. Of the jfra(le<i teachern, Ramona Rivera, of Naranjito, 
HMvivtMl tirst prizis an<i as Francisco Carretero Elias, of Hatillo, and Jos^ Gonzalea 
(iinorio, of ArtH'iJw), lK)th receivwl the name mark, each will be awarded a second 
nrize. The first prize for rural teachers will be divided between Pedro Jo8^ Correa 
S'«»j?n'»n, of rtiia<lo, and Isidoro Alers, of Aj?uado, as both received exactly the same 
mark. The secon<i prize is awarde<i to Juan Franquiz, of Yauco. These prizes will 
Ik* imhliclyawankNl at the headquarters of the district superintendents at the closing 
exercis(»s of the work of the school year. 

The following teachers, who attained 95 per cent or over, including those who have 
studitMl in the rnite<l States, and not includinj? prize winners, receive honorable 
mention: 

Sfin Jiuin (ii)(tr'ui. — Josefa Noell, principal, 96.2 per cent; Ouillermina Gonzalez, 
princi|)al, 95.25 per cent; Mercedes F. Jauregui, graded, 97.17 per cent. 

Fnjanfo (fistrict. — Fernando K. Rodriguez, principal, 96.4 per cent. 

Ifumnrao ithtrirt. — (ierardo Selles Salas, graded, 95 per cent; Pascual M. Barreras, 
rural, 9<> per cent; (Jeronimo Berrios, rural, 95 percent. 

(innyama (iistrlct. — ("arlos M. Mui\oz, principal, 97.5 per cent; Henry Huyke, prin- 
cipal, 96 j)er cent; Juan J. Alsieux, graced, 96.3 per cent; Jos^ J. Padilla, rural, 96 
per cent. 

Oxf///o (llntrid. — Serafin M. Natal, rural, 96.3 per (rent. 

Pomr district. — Aristides Moll, principal, 96 per cent; Francisco Rodriguez, graded, 
%.25 per cent. 

Vauco (liHtrirt. — Jose P. Sanchez, graded, 96 per cent. 

San Ocrnuin dijitrict.—Xhmh&m Toro Nazario, graded, 96 per cent; Domingo 
Panaini, rural, 95.33 per cent. 

Maijngaez diMrict. — Fernando R. Cuebas, graded, 96 per cent; Benito Cump^ano, 
graded. 96 per cent; Pablo Foucaud, rural, 95.5 per cent. 

AgnadiUa district. — Urbino Perez, rural, 95 per cent. 

Ton Atta district. — Juan Rodriguez Cepero, niral, 95.25 per cent. 

Bayam^n district. — Josefa Morales, rural, 95.5 per cent. 

You are at liberty to make such use of this information as you see fit. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, Commismner. 



Circular Letter No. 171. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, June 24, 1903. 

To the school superintendents. 

Gentlemen: With the close of the school year, on Friday of this week, a number 
of pupils will graduate from the eighth grade, or from what is usually known as the 
grammar school. Last year a small class in Ponce constituted the first graduating 
class from the regular public schools since the American occupation. This year 
there will be several graduating classes in the different municipahties, and the total 
number of pupils who will complete the course of study in the public schools and be 
prepared for high school work or for secondary instruction will be over seventy-five. 
Some of these will doubtless be unable to continue their studies and will enter upon 
some useful occupation. Others who can continue their work in the schools should 
be encouraged to go to one of the insular high schools or to the insular normal school. 
You will find reports of these schools in the last annual report of this department 
and also outlines of the courses of study. Please bring this information to tne atten- 
tion of those interested in your district. 

During the next school year we shall have in operation in San Juan a four-year 
high school course in English and also in Spanish, practically two high schools, in 
one of which all studies are to be taught in Spanish and English taught as a subject, 
and in the other all studies in English and Spanish taught as a subject. The com- 
pletion of either of these courses would be suflftcient preparation for admission in 
some American colleges, and with some slight additional coaching the graduate of 
these schools could be admitted to any college or university in the United States, no 
matter how high the standard of admission. It is the hope of the department, within 
another year at least, to bring the standard of the hi^h schools to a point where for 
graduation they will take the college entrance examination of the college entrance 
examination board of the United 8te.t«8, or an fec\\vvNa\erA. ol «»\^ ^^"wsunation. 
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iib In Ponce high school work will be given covering the first two years of the four 

ik years' course in English and also in Spanish, if required, covering the first year of 

Kf the high school course. In Mayaguez high school work covering the first year of 

i» tba course of study will be given in English. At the insular normal school the work 

t wflfi b^ipLven in both English and Spanish and a knowledge of both languages will 

r be necessary to take the course, which covers three years and leads to a principal's 

( certificate, which is giTen in exchange for the normal school diploma. Pupils are 

admitted in these secondary schools without further examination upon presentation 

of a graduation certificate from the eighth grade of a grammar school. Further 

information giving details respecting the coaise of study, cost of living, etc., will be 

given directly upon application to the principal of ftiky one of the schools, who may 

oe addressed in care of the department at San Juan. 

Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, Cmnmissioner. 



Circular Letter No. 174. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San JuaUy July i, 1903. 
"To the superintendents of schools. 

Gentlemen: I am sorry to inform you that the ai)propriation for "Salaries, com- 
xnon schools," for the fiscal year beginning to-day will not be sufficient to open as 
large a number of schools as we had open in the month of June. Certain expenses 
Authorized by the legislature, such as the traveling expenses of teachers who pass the 
examinations in Spanish and English, are made payable from this fund. The legis- 
lature reduced the total appropriation by $10,000 to begin with, and these additional 
expenses will reduce it about $10,000 more; and there was a deficiency of $20,000 in 
this year's funds. The increase in salaries caused by the uniform rate of $50 for 
^aded teachers, together with a few other items, will require $20,000, so that in order 
to maintain the same number of schools that we actuall}^ had open in June it will 
require a deficiency appropriation of $60,000. Whether this can be secured from the 
members of the legislature or not remains to be seen. 

Please explain the situation to your local boards. I have sent out to-day an 
announcement of the number of schools assigned by the department to each district. 
This announcement will create some consternation when the local boards discover 
that not only are the increases for which they ask not granted, but in every case 
some reduction has been made. I have gone over the matter of this reduction with 
great care and tried to distribute the $60,000 which we must save equally and fairly 
over all the districts. Please make clear to the boards that this is not an arbitrary 
action on the part of the department, but an action made necessary by the reduced 
appropriation for teachers' salaries, and that if they want the present number of schools 
restored they must see the members of the legislature from their districts and urge 
them to inform the department at once that they are willing to pass a deficiency 
appropriation of at least $60,000, in which case we would not be able to grant any 
increase in the number of schools, but would be able to maintain the present number 
of schools. 

Of course, in the allotments as made, if the local boards desire to make some changes 
as between graded or rural schools, or to have a smaller number of principals and 
more rural teachers or any other reasonable adjustment not to exceed the total cost 
to the department of the number of teachers as assigned by the department, their 
requests would probably be granted. If this matter is not entirely clear to you after 
reading this letter please communicate with me. 
Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, Commusioner. 



Circular Letter No. 175. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, July 8, 1903. 
To the superintendents. 

Gentlemen: I desire again to call your attention to the necessity of addressing all 
official mail sent to this ofiice to the commissioner of educalvcya.. ^<5>\\:^ <eK^^^^e«K«>. 
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and letters should be addre88e<l in this way, and not to any member of the oflSce 
force. This reflation is especially necessary, owing to the postal laws, in accordance 
with which mail otherwise addressed may not be considered official. All mail com- 
ing to the office is opened at one desk and is then referred to its proper division. I 
would suggest that when replying to any letter sent out from this office superin- 
tendents should refer to the name of the writer, as this will assist us in properly 
referring cominunii«tions when received. 

A new division, that of property and supplies, was created by the last l^slature, 
and Mr. G. O. Lord has been appointed cnief of this division. As Mr. Lord will 
have entire charge of property of all kinds and school supplies, the superintendents 
will undoubtedly have occasion to deal frequently with him. 

In accordance with instnictions sent out some time ago, superintendents are to 
have property which they wish condemned carried to their headquarters to be exam- 
ined by a representative of the department. Such a representative will visit the 
various distncts at once, and superintendents should have their property in readi- 
ness for inspection. Mr. Miller and Mr. Allen, who will represent the department 
in this matter, will communicate by wire at least two davs in advance wuth super- 
intendents, giving the date on which they may be expected to visit each district. 
Respectfully, 

E. W. Lord, Acting Commimoner. 



Circular Letter No. 177. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, July 5, 1903. 
To superintendents: 

You are hereby informed that on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of September examina- 
tions will be hela in all the district headquarters for persons who have attained the 
age of 15 years and who desire to enter the insular normal school at Rio Piedras. 
No other examinations will be held this year, and if there are any pel^ons residing 
in your districts who are planning to enter this school who do not hold a common 
school diploma or have not been awarded a free scholarship or did not pass the 
entrance examination held June 5, 6, and 8 thejr must take this examination. Can- 
didates for admission will be examined in Spanish langus^, English langu^e, his- 
tory of the United States, geography, arithmetic, and writing, and this examination 
will be equal to that given to eighth grade pupils for receiving a common school 
diploma. 

In arithmetic candidates should make their preparations, using the Aritmetica 
Prdctica, by Wentworth; in geography, Appleton's Geograffa Superior and Frye's 
Grammar School Geography; in history, the text of McMaster; in Spanish language, 
Hernandez's Spanish grammar; in English, the Standard Third Reader and about 
one-half of the Standard Fourth Reader will be required in addition to a short com- 
position on some familiar topic and questions in grammar. 

Applications for this examination should be addressed to the district superintend- 
ents before September 1, 1903, and you will notify this department by wire immedi- 
ately after that date in regard to the number of applications. 
Respectfully, 

E. W. Lord, Acting Commissioner, 



Circular Letter No. 179. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, July 30, 1903. 
To the miperintendents. 

Gentlemen: I inclose a copy of a circular letter which is being sent by the depart- 
ment to school boards. In tnis letter you will notice that school boards are directed 
to forward all contracts made with teachers to the superintendent of the district 
instead of to this office. Will you kindly examine all these contracts as soon as 
possible and, if they are found to be correct, forward the same to this office? In 
case any are found to be incorrect, of course, see that they are corrected before for- 
warding them. 

Respectfully, ^- '^ • \jO«e», Ac*.\tv^ Ci^mwv\»8\ttvvcr. 
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Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, Julio SO de 1903. 
Circular Letter No. 19. 

A las Juntas Escolares y a los Superintendentes de Escuelas. 

SeSores: Aproximdndose la ^poca en que las Juntas Escolares han de comenzar d 
enviar d este departamento los contratos que han de celebrarse entre aquellas y los 
maestros ele^dos, el Sr. Comisionado de Instrucei6n ha creido necesario hacer algunas 
indicaciones importantes aeerca del modo de c6mo han de Uenarse y remitirse aquellos 
documentos. 

Dichas indicaciones Son las siguientes: 

1*. No se adraitir^ un contrato que teniendo al principio del mismo el nombre del 
maestro escrito de una manera, lo tenga en otro hueco del contrato escrito de distinto 
modo, 6 que el maestro, al firmar, suprima 6 aumente iniciales y apel lidos. 

La Junta Escolar escribirii en el contrato y el maestro firmar^ d su vez todos los 
nombres, apellidos 6 inicialos que consten estampados en el certificado que oportun- 
amente expidi6 al segundo. (Toda Junta Escolar antes de contratar d un maestro 
debe ver su certificado y no admitir que aquellos firmen de otro modo que como estd 
en BUS certificados. ) 

2*. No se admitira un contrato, y por tanto no podnl pagarse al maestro, si las 
juntas escolares no llenan cuidadosamente todos y cada uno de los huecos que tiene 
aquel, 6 si, poseyendo el maestro certificado de graduado, principal 6 rural, ponen en 
el hueco correspondiente una graduacion distinta. 

3*. No se ;idmitint un contrato si en ^l faltare la firma del presidente 6 del secretario. 

Tampoco se admitira si al fijar la cantidad para casa vivienda del maestro, aquella 
rebasare 6 no alcanzare los Ifmites marcados por la Ley. 

4*. Todos los contratos deben venir por conducto de los superintendentes de escuelas 
quienes revisaran todos estos detalles antes de enviarlos a este departamento. 

Esperando que estas indicaciones scan observadas cuidadosamente para asi obviar 
dificultades en el interior de estas oficinas, dificultades que siempre resultan en 
perjuicio de la marcha de este departamento y de los maestros, • 
Quedo de Vds. atentamente, 

Albert F. Martinez, Secretario. 



Circular Letter No. 182. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, August 17, 1903. 
To the Superintendents. 

Gentlemen: It is the desire of the commissioner to publish early in the school year 
a volume containing suitable programmes and selections for the observance of the 
various school holidays, especially for Arbor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, 
Washington's Birthday, and Flag Day. 

In preparing this publication, I should be very glad to have any assistance which 
you can give. If at any previous celebration of these days there have been any 
contributions to the literature of the subject made by teacliers or others in your dis- 
trict, I should consider it a favor if you would either furnish me with copies or put 
me in communication with the authors. I should also be glad to have any sugges- 
tions in regard to the observance of any of these days. 

Kindly give this matter such attention as you can in the immediate future, as I 
desire to have the work ready for publication in the course of the next two or three 
weeks. 

Respectfully, E. W. Lord, Acting Commissioner, 



Circular Letter No. 185. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, September 1, 1903. 
To the Superintendents. 

Gentlemen: It has been decided that, in accordance with section 55 of the school 
law, only rural teachers will be designated to attend the insular normal school. 
Each district will be entitled to send five teachers during the year. Twelve districts 
will send two, and six districts one teacher each term.. 

8611—04 15 
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For the first term the ili^t riots of San Juan, Fajardo, Humacao, Caguas, Guayama, 
and AilMHiito will Hen<l one and the remaining districts two teac^hers. 

For the sivond term Coamo, Ponce, Yauco, San (German, Mayaguez, and Aguadilla 
will send one and the remaining clistricta two teachers. 

For the last tt»rm Camny, Arecil>o, Utuado, Manati, Toa Alta, and Bayamonwill 
st»nd one an<l the remaining districts two teachers. 

You are herehy re<iuested to nominate teachers in accordance with this schedule, 
taking into consideration the claims of all the appUcants in your districts. Only 
teachers who will really l>e benefited by this three months' course should be nomi- 
nate<l, and those who have never had an opportunity to attend either the regular or 
summer course at this school should be given preference. No teacher should be 
nominated who has not signetl a contract with the school board in the district from 
which she is to l)e designate<l. 

You will also nominate suitable substitutes to take the places of those teachers 
who are to go to the insular normal school. Substitutes will be appointed from this 
office for the time that the regular teachers are absent from their schools and will 
not Ik* entitled to house rent. 

Where changes have been made in the corps of superintendents new superintend- 
ents should consult with their predecessors wherever possible as to these matters, 
which should be <letinitely settled before September 15, 1903. 
Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner of Education. 



Circular Letter No. 189. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, September 18, 190S. 
To the Superintendents. 

Gentlemen: Please take note of the following new books to be used in the schools 
this year, and wire the department the number required in your district, in order 
that they may be added to your annual requisition for 1903-4: 

The Mother Tongue, Book I, by Arnold & Kittredge. This 300-page book is to be 
substituted for Tarbell's Lessons in Language, now in use in the schools. Superin- 
tendents will please collect and store all copies of Tarbell's 1 essons in Language now 
in their respective districts pending further instructions. A suflBcient number of 
Mother Tongue will be sent. 

Rudinientos de la Historia de America, por Montgomery. This is an elementary 
history of America in Spanish, of about 250 pages, well illustrated, and adapted for 
use in the fifth and sixth grades. 

Libro Cuarto de Lectura, by Macdermott & Juncos. This is the fourth book of 
the Silver, Burdett & Co. series, adapted for use in the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades. Limited supply. 

The Hall and Brumbaugh Standard Primer. Introductory to the Standard Read- 
ers now in use. 

The Government of the United States and of Porto Rico, by Thorpe. This con- 
tains a synopsis of the earlier forms of government and treats of the civil Govern- 
ment of the United States in its various branches, and devotes some 75 pages to the 
civil government of Porto Rico, and contains the Foraker Law, or ** Organic Act." 
Suitable for use in the seventh and eighth grades, and high schools. 

La Cartilla de Arnold. Somewhat similar to Cartilla Ilustrada, but less advanced. 
Well illustrated in color and engravings. 

Heart of Oak series of refers. For use as supplementary readers; six in num- 
ber; limited supply. 

Ilistoria de Puerto Rico, in Spanish, by Brau. This book will not be ready for 
the schools until about January 1. For lise in the advanced grades. 

In accounting for or ordering the following school supplies, please use the indi- 
cated standard of measurement or numeration: Pencils by box of 144; drawing pen- 
cils, by unit; copy books by the dozen; erasers (rubber) by the box of 80 pieces; 
crayon by box of 144; practice paper by the package of 500 sheets; pens and pen- 
holders by box of 144; blackboard cloth by the foot; drawing paper by the sheet. 

In making requisition for or ordering Libros de Lectura (Primero, Segundo, Tercero 
or Cuarto), please specify always whether of the A. B. C. (American Book Company) 
or S. B. & Co. (Silver, Burdett & Co.) series. In issuing books of these series which 
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you may now have in your district, please separate them and report to the depart- 
iiient how many of each iind you have. 

You are also requested to send a list of books you may have in stock at your head- 
quarters which for any reason will not be issued in your district this year. 

Superintendents will please note that Libro Primero (S. B. & Co.) and Primeros 
Peldanos are really the same book under different titles. 

Part of the supplies ordered on your annual requisition for 1903-4 will be sent 
you this week. \Ve are still awaiting the arrival of some necessary articles, such as 
pens, pencils, slates, etc. These will be sent you later. 

It has been necessary to cut some of the requisitions where the estimates were 
high in proportion to the number of scholars in the districts, and in other cases 
b^use the supply is not large enough to fill all requisitions. You will receive a 
credit, however, for the articles on your requisition which are not sent and they will 
be sent later in the year, counting as part of your annual requisition. Superintend- 
ents will be held to the new rule allowing four requisitions per year (exclusive of 
oflBice supplies). Invoices will accompany all shipments and are to be retained by 
the superintendent for entry in his annual return of property. He will sign th^ 
receipt and return same to this office. 

I desire to call the attention of the superintendents to the necessity for strict econ- 
omy in the use of school material and supplies. Do not issue supplies in large quan- 
tities to your schools, especially in the case of expendable supplies; and please call 
the attention of all teachers to the fact that paper, pencils, pens, ink, etc., should be 
used with the strictest economy. 

In refitting your schools observe the greatest economy consistent with efficiency. 
If, for example, a piece of blackboard cloth can be made to do part of the year or a 
few weeks longer, do not replace it at once with new cloth on the assumption that 
the department has an unlimited supply. 

Urge your teachers to encourage the pupils to cover the books, especially the new 
ones, with paper cov^ers, which they can readily make. In some places the children 
have already covered their books with verv substantial paper or cloth covers, which 
has added greatly to their preservation and has taught the pupils habits of neatness. 

Almost all of the superintendents reported that there ha<l been some waste of 
materials in their districts during the {)a8t year, and I think by a little calculation of 
the proper allotment for a school or for a given number of pupils, and by a little per- 
sonal attention and conferences with the teachers this can be avoided. 

I would also suggest that it may be possible to change books, espe(!ially supple- 
mentary reading books, from school to school during the year, and from one class 
room to another in the same building in the case of a graded school. That is, where 
you have two Spanish readers of about the same grade, or two English primers, you 
might have a supply on hand sufficient for one class and shift these at different tiines 
in the year from one school or class to another, so that two, three, or four classes 
would get the benefit of a variety of reading. 

There are other particulars in which I am sure your own good judgment will guide 
you in making the Iwst possible use of school supplies and school proj^erty. Where 
vou have modern school furniture the local board might be urged to purchase a little 
tumiture oil or polish and keep the furniture in good condition. It would also be 
well to instruct your janitors to see that all furniture is fastened together properly 
and that the adjustment of desks is exactly as it should be, and that any broken 
parts are immediately repaired by either sending a rc(|ui8ition to us for the part 
missing or returning the other parts to us to complete ])roken sets. 

Inclosed please find a copy of official list of school districts and superintendents 
as arranged for year 1903-4. 

Yours, respectfully, Samtkl McCine Lindsay, 

( 'ointnissioner of Kducdt'wn. 
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For the first toriii the (Untricts of San Juan, Fajardo, Humacao, Caguas, Guayama, 
and AilMMiito will Hen<l one and the remaining districts tvio teachers. 

For the seeond term Coanio, Ponce, Yauco, San (Terinan, Mayaguez, and Aguadilla 
will Hen<I one and the remaining districts two teachers. 

For the last term C/amuy, Areciln), Utuado, Manatf, Toa Alta, and Bayam6n will 
send one and the remaining districts two teachers. 

You are hereby re<iiiested to nominate tea(!her8 in accordance with this schedule, 
taking into consideration the claims of all the applicants in your districts. Only 
teachers who will really l)e benefited by this three months' course should be nomi- 
nated, and those who have never had an opportunity to attend either the regular or 
summer course at this school should be given preference. No teacher should be 
nominated who has not signed a contract with the school board in the district from 
which she is to l)e designated. 

You will also nominate suitable substitutes to take the places of those teachers 
who are to go to the insular normal school. Substitutes will be appointed from this 
office for the time that the regular teachers are absent from their schools and will 
not be entitled to house rent. 

Where changes have been made in the corps of superintendents new superintend- 
ent*< should consult with their predecessors wherever possible as to these matters, 
which should be definitely settled before September 15, 1903. 
Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 
Commifisioner of Education. 



Circular Letter No. 189. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juartf September 18, 1903. 
To the Snperintendeiits. 

Gentlemen: Please take note of the following new books to be used in the schools 
this year, and wire the department the number required in your district, in order 
that they may be added to your annual requisition for 1903-4: 

The Mother Tongue, Book I, by Arnold & Kittredge. This 300-page book is to be 
substituted for Tarbell's Lessons in Language, now in use in the schools. Superin- 
tendents will please collect and store all copies of Tarbell's 1 essons in Language now 
in their respective districts pending further instructions. A suflScient number of 
Mother Tonjrue will be sent. 

Rudinientos de la Historia de America, por Montgomery. This is an elementary 
history of America in Spanish, of about 250 pages, well illustrated, and adapted for 
use in the fifth and sixth grades. 

Libro Cuarto de Lectura, by Macdermott & Juncos. This is the fourth book of 
the Silver, Burdett & Co. series, adapted for use in the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades. Limited supply. 

The Hall and Brumbaugh Standard Primer. Introductory to the Standard Read- 
ers now in use. 

The Government of the United States and of Porto Rico, by Thorpe. This con- 
tains a synopsis of the earlier forms of government and treats of the civil Govern- 
ment of the United States in its various branches, and devotes some 75 pages to the 
civil government of Porto Rico, and contains the Foraker Law, or ** Organic Act." 
Suitable for use in the seventh and eighth grades, and high schools. 

La Cartilla de Arnold. Somewhat shnilar to Cartilla Ilustrada, but less advanced. 
Well illustrated in color and engravings. 

Heart of Oak series of readers. For use as supplementary readers; six in num- 
ber; limited supply. 

liistoria de Puerto Rico, in Spanish, by Brau. This book will not be ready for 
the schools until about January 1. For use in the advanced grades. 

In accounting for or ordering the following school supplies, please use the indi- 
cated standard of measurement or numeration: Pencils by box of 144; drawing pen- 
cils, by unit; copy books by the dozen; erasers (rubber) by the box of 80 pieces; 
crayon by box of 144; practice paper by the package of 500 sheets; pens and pen- 
holders by box of 144; V)lackboar(l cloth by the foot; drawing paper by the sheet. 

In making requisition for or ordering Libros de Lectura (Primero, Segundo, Tercero 
or Cuarto), please specify always whether of the A. B. C. (American Book Company) 
or S. B. & Co. (Silver, Burdett & Co.] series. In issuing books of these series which 
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you may now have in your district, please separate them and report to the depart- 
ment how many of each iind you have. 

You are also requested to send a list of books you may have in stock at your head- 
quarters which for any reason will not be issued in your district this year. 

Superintendents will please note that Libro Primero ( S. B. & Co. ) and Primeros 
Peldailos are really the same book under different titles. 

Part of the supplies ordered on your annual requisition for 1903-4 will be sent 
you this week. We are still awaiting the arrival of some necessary articles, such as 
pens, pencils, slates, etc. These will be sent you later. 

It has been necessary to cut some of the requisitions where the estimates were 
high in proportion to the number of scholars in the districts, and in other cases 
bemuse the supply is not large enough to fill all requisitions. You will receive a 
credit, however, for the articles on your requisition which are not sent and they will 
be sent later in the year, counting as part of your annual requisition. Superintend- 
ents will be held to the new rule allowing four requisitions per year (exclusive of 
office supplies). Invoices will accompany all shipments and are to be retained by 
the superintendent for entry in his annual return of property. He will sign th^ 
receipt and return same to this office. 

I desire to call the attention of the superintendents to the necessity for strict econ- 
omy in the use of school material and supplies. Do not issue supplies in large quan- 
tities to your schools, especially in the case of exi)endable supplies; and please call 
the attention of all teachers to the fact that paper, pencils, pens, ink, etc., should be 
used with the strictest economy. 

In refitting your schools observe the greatest economy consistent with efficiency. 
If, for example, a piece of blackboard cloth can be made to do part of the year or a 
few weeks longer, do not replace it at once with new cloth on the assumption that 
the department has an unlimited supply. 

Urge your teachers to encourage the pupils to cover the l)ooks, especially the new 
ones, with paper covers, which they can readily make. In some places the children 
have already covered their books with verv substantial paper or cloth covers, which 
has added greatly to their preservation and has taught the pupils habits of neatness. 

Almost all of the superintendents reported that there had been some waste of 
materials in their districts during the past year, and I think by a little calculation of 
the proper allotment for a school or for a given number of pupils, and by a little per- 
sonal attention and conferences with the teachers this can be avoided. 

I would also suggest that it may be possible to change books, especially supple- 
mentary reading books, from school to school during the year, and from one class 
room to another in the same building in the case of a graded school. That is, where 
you have two Spanish readers of about the same grade, or two English primers, you 
might have a supply on hand sufficient for one class and shift these at different times 
in the year from one school or class to another, so that two, three, or four classes 
would get the benefit of a variety of reading. 

There are other particulars in which I am sure your own good judgment will guide 
you in making the iK^st possible use of school supplies and school pro|>erty. Where 
vou have modern school furniture the local board might be urged to purchase a little 
himiture oil or polish and keep the furniture in good (!ondition. It would also be 
well to instruct your janitors to see that all furniture is fastened together properly 
and that the adjustment of desks is exactly as it should be, and that any broken 
parts are immediately repaired by either sending a rc(|uisition to us for the part 
missing or returning the other parts to us to com{)Iete broken sets. 

Inclosed please find a copy of official list of school districts and superintendents 
as arranged for year 1903-4. 

Yours, respectfully, Samtel McCrxE Lindsay, 

('ointnii<slo7ier of Education. 
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For the firnt term the ilintricts of San Juan, Fajardo, Humacao, Caguas, Guayama, 
and AilH)nito will Hen<l one and the remaining districts two teac^hers. 

For tlie seeond term Coamo, Ponce, Yauco, San (lerman, Mayaguez, and Aguadilla 
will Hen<l one and the remaining districts two teachers. 

For the last term Camuy, Arecilx), Utuado, Manatf, Tea Alta, and Bayamon will 
st»nd one and the remaining districts two teachers. 

You are hereby reiiuesteil to nominate teachers in accordance with this schedule, 
takinjr into consideration the claims of all the applicants in your districts. Only 
teatihers who will really l)e benefited by this three months' course should be nomi- 
nated, and those who have never had an opportunity to attend either the r^ular or 
summer course at this school should be given preference. No te^acher should be 
nominated who has not sijijneti a contract with the school board in the district from 
which she is to l)e designated. 

You will also nominate suitable substitutes to take the places of those teachers 
who are to go to the insular normal school. Substitutes will be appointed from this 
office for the time that the regular teachers are absent from their schools and will 
not be entitled to house rent. 

Where changes have been made in the corps of superintendents new superintend- 
ents should consult with their predecessors wherever possible as to these matters, 
which should be definitely settled before September 15, 1903. 
Yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 
Commiasioner of Education. 



CiRCLLAR Letter No. 189. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, September 18y 1903. 
To the Siipcrintcndeitis. 

Gentlemen: Please take note of the following new books to be used in the schools 
this year, and wire the department the number required in your district, in order 
that they may be added to your annual requisition for 1903-4: 

The Mother Tongue, Book J, by Arnold & Kittredge. This 300-page book is to be 
substituted for Tarbell's Lessons in Language, now in use in the schools. Superin- 
tendents will please collect and store all copies of Tarbell's 1 essons in Language now 
in their respective districts pending further instructions. A suflScient number of 
Mother Tonjrue will be sent. 

Rudinientos de la Historia de America, por Montgomery. This is an elementary 
history of America in Spanish, of about 250 pages, well illustrated, and adapted for 
use in the fifth and sixth grades. 

Libro Cuarto de Lectura, by Macdermott & Juncos. This is the fourth book of 
the Silver, Burdett & Co. series, adapted for use in the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades. Limited supply. 

The Hall and Brumbaugh Standard Primer. Introductory to the Standard Read- 
ers now in use. 

The Government of the United States and of Porto Rico, by Thorpe. This con- 
tains a synopsis of the earlier forms of government and treats of the civil Govern- 
ment of the United States in its various branches, and devotes some 75 pages to the 
civil government of Porto Rico, and contains the Foraker Law, or ** Organic Act." 
Suitable for use in the seventh and eighth grades, and high schools. 

La Cartilla de Arnold. Somewhat similar to Cartilla Ilustrada, but less advanced. 
Well illustrated in color and engravings. 

Heart of Oak series of readers. For use as supplementary readers; six in num- 
ber; limited supply. 

liistoria de Puerto Rico, in Spanish, l)y Bran. This book will not be ready for 
the schools until about January 1. For use in the advanced grades. 

In accounting for or ordering the following school supplies, please use the indi- 
cated standard of measurement or numeration: Pencils by box of 144; drawing pen- 
cils, by unit; copy books by the dozen; erasers (rubber) by the box of 80 pieces; 
crayon by box of 144; practice paper by the package of 500 sheets; pens and pen- 
holders by box of 144; blackboard cloth by the foot; drawing paper by the sheet. 

In making requisition for or ordering Libros de Lectura (Primero, Segundo, Tercero 
or Cuarto), please specify always whether of the A. B. C. (American Book Company) 
or S. B. & Co. (Silver, Burdett & Co.] series. In issuing books of these series w^hich 
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you may now have in your district, please separate them and report to the depart- 
ment how many of each Js:ind you have. 

You are also requested to send a list of books you may have in stock at your head- 
quarters which for any reason will not be issued in your district this year. 

Superintendents will please note that Libro Primero (S. B. & Co.) and Primeros 
Peldanos are really the same book under different titles. 

Part of the supplies ordered on your annual requisition for 1903-4 will be sent 
you this week. We are still awaiting the arrival of some necessary articles, such as 
pens, pencils, slates, etc. These will be sent you later. 

It has been necessary to cut some of the requisitions where the estimates were 
high in proportion to the number of scholars in the districts, and in other cases 
bemuse the supply is not large enough to fill all requisitions. You will receive a 
credit, however, for the articles on your requisition which are not sent and they will 
be sent later in the year, counting as part of your annual requisition. Superintend- 
ents will be held to the new rule allowing four requisitions per year (exclusive of 
office supplies). Invoices will accompany all shipments and are to be retained by 
the superintendent for entry in his annual return of property. He will sign th^ 
receipt and return same to this office. 

I desire to call the attention of the superintendents to the necessity for strict econ- 
omy in the use of school material and supplies. Do not issue supplies in large quan- 
tities to your schools, especially in the case of expendable supplies; and please call 
the attention of all teachers to the fact that paper, pencils, pens, ink, etc., should be 
used with the strictest economy. 

In refitting your schools observe the greatest economy consistent with efficiency. 
If, for example, a piece of blackboard cloth can be made to do part of the year or a 
few^ weeks longer, do not replace it at once with new cloth on the assumption that 
the department has an unlimited supply. 

Urge your teachers to encourage the pupils to cover the l:>ooks, especially the new 
ones, with paper covers, which they can readily make. In some places the chil(h*en 
have already covered their books with verv substantial paper or cloth covers, which 
has added greatly to their preservation and has taught the pupils habits of neatness. 

Almost all of the superintendents reported that there nad been some waste of 
materials in their districts during the past year, and J think by a little calculation of 
the proper allotment for a school or for a given number of pupils, and by a little per- 
sonal attention and conferences with the teachers this can be avoided. 

I would also suggest that it may be possible to change books, espe(!ially supple- 
mentary reading books, from school to school during the year, and from one class 
room to another in the same building in the case of a graded school. That is, where 
you have two Spanish readers of about the same grade, or two English primers, you 
might have a suj)ply on hand sufficient for one class and shift these at different times 
in the year from one school or class to another, so that two, three, or four classes 
would get the benefit of a variety of reading. 

There are other particulars in which I am sure your own good judgment will guide 
you in making the best possible use of school supplies and school proi>erty. Where 
vou have modern school furniture the local board might be urged to purchase a little 
furniture oil or polish and keep the furniture in good (H>ndition. It would also be 
w*ell to instruct your janitors to see that all furniture is fastened together properly 
and that the adjustment of desks is exactly as it should be, and that any broken 
parts are immediately repaired by either sending a rc(|uisition to us for the part 
missing or returning the other parts to us to complete broken sets. 

Inclosed please find a copy of official list of scIkxjI districts and superintendents 
as arranged for year 1903-4. 

Yours, respectfully, Samikl McCrxE Lindsay, 

Coin tit itfsioner of Education. 
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Exhibit V. 

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS OF INSTRUCTION ON SCHOOL 

MATTERS. 

Letter Sent to Principals of S<'hool8 and Presidents of Colleges in the United 
States where Porto Rican Stidents are Maintained at Government Expense. 

Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

^n Juan, April 27 j 190$. 

Dear Sir: You have in your school or institution one or more Porto Rican boys, 
sent to the States by the jjoverninent of Porto Rico at government expense for the 
purpose of acquiring an (nUication. We are granting these boys an allowance of $iO0 
per annum. I write to ask whether you wifi not be kind enough to aid us in carry- 
ing out the intent of the legislature, to the extent of sending me a full and complete 
report on the boy or boys in your school, together with your personal suggestions 
and observations concerning their present and future plan of Vacation. 1 should 
appreciate especially your judgment as to the real worth of each boy. Does he seem 
to oe improving his time? Does he seem to be making progress? Has he any definite 
plans for the future, toward which he is working intellijjently? Is he promising 
material for further educational work? What kind of habits aiid associations is he 
forming? Is he learning P^nglish well, and learning to understand American institu- 
tions and American life? Answers to any or all the above questions, in addition to 
a report on his scholarship and conduct in school during the past year, will be 
greatly appreciated, as many of these boys I have never seen personally. Of course, 
at this distance neither I nor the committee under whose direction the boys are sent 
to the States can have any intelligent opinion of the work the boys are doing with- 
out such aid as you can give. 

Secondly, will you kindly confer with the boy as to his plans for the summer vaca- 
tion, informing him that his money allowance will be sent to hiin in the usual way, 
but that under no circumstances will he be given permission to leave the United 
States or to return to Porto Rico for the vacation. Any violation of this rule will 
lead to the withdrawal of government support and the filling of his place by another 
boy. This is the unanimous decision of the committee. You can doubtless advise him 
how to spend his summer vacation economically and profitably. Perhaps his health 
would be l>enefited by his going into the country; it ought to be a good opportunity 
for him to learn English and to gain some knowledge of the country. He should, 
however, not engage in extensive travel, but rather economize his resources in order 
that he may start the next school year with a surplus. In some cases the boy might 
advantageously pursue a summer course of study in some institution or summer school. 

Thirdly, do you know of any Porto Rican boy (whether sent to you under house 
bill 35 or not) 'who, in your judgment, could successfully pass the examination for 
admission to the U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis? I should be glad to have the 
answer to this third question by return mail, because I have been asked by the 
governor of Porto Rico to recommend to him for nomination any Porto Rican boys 
qualified for Annapolis. 

You know, doubtless, what the physical and mental requirements of the Naval 
Academy are, and that the standard is a high one. The Navy Department at Wash- 
ington publishes a pamphlet giving full particulars as to the mental and physical 
examinations. 

Awaiting the favor of your reply, and thanking you in advance for any trouble you 
may take to cooperate with ns in these matters, I am, yours, very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, Commissioner. 



Department of Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, March 16,- 190S. 
To the American teachers: 

In a letter issued February 12 you were informed that the legislative assembly was 
considering a bill in accordance with the terms of which teachers of English might 
he paid a part of their traveling expenses when returning to the States. I am glad 
to notify you that the bill was passed. It Tea,d^ «ka ioWo\i^\ 
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" Teachers from the United States, and principal teachers in the public schools of 
Porto Rico, whose licenses are renewed by the commissioner of education, and who 
pass a satisfactory examination under the direction of said commissioner, indicating 
that they possess an elementary knowledge of both the Spanish and English lan- 
guages, may be allotted, in the discretion of said commissioner, actual traveling 
expenses in going from their respective posts to New York or other port of entry in 
the United States, and in returning from New York or other port of departure in the 
United States to their respective posts in Porto Rico during the vacation period: 
Provided^ That for such traveling expenses no teacher shall in any one year be 
allowed more than one hundred (100) dollars. Payments shall l)e made * * * 
at the close of the first school month after their return to Porto Rico." 

In accordance with the provisions of this act this department will (conduct exami- 
nations for American teachers in San Juan June 30, 1908. The scope of these 
examinations will be as follows: 

ENGLISH. 

I. Pronunciation and oral reading: Each teacher will be required to read a few 
paragraphs from some standard author. ( 15. ) 
II. Spelling: Fifty common words will be dictated by examiner. (25.) 

III. Penmanship: The appearance of all papers will be considered, but a special 

exercise will be given for careful writing. (10.) 

IV. Grammar: Four or five questions may be expected. 

V. Composition: A few paragraphs on some subject to be announced at time of 
examination. Capitalization, punctuation, paragraphing, etc., will be taken 
into consideration. 



I. Pronunciation: To be tested by reading from the 8[)anish readers used in the 
public schools. (15. ) 
II. Conversational Spanish, including common idiomatic expressions: To be tested 
by the ability of the candidates to answer in writing (luestions regarding 
everyday experiences. ( 10. ) 

III. A dictation exercise: To be selected from Libro Tercero de Lectura, by Arnold 

& Gilbert. (10.) 

IV. Translation into P^nglish of an exercise selected from the Libro Segundo de 

Lectura, or Libro Tercero de Lectura, by Arnold & (lilbert. (10. ) 
V. Translation into Spanish of an exercise selected from the Standard First or 
Second Reader. (15.) 
VI. Questions in grammar based on — 

(a) Gender and number. Agreement of nouns, pronounn, and adjectives in 

gender and number. 
(h) Use of actcent marks. 

(c) Comparison of adjectives and adverbs. 

(d) Conjugation of the regular and most common irregular verbs. (20. ) 
VII. The writing of a composition in Spanish of not less than 150 wonls on one of 

five given topics relating to Porto Rico. (20. ) 
Poetry will be excluded from exerctises in dictation an<l translation. 
The requirements for passing will probably be 70 per cent. 

Teachers who desire to take these examinations are re(|uested to notify the 
assistant commissioner in writing before June 1. 

Yours, respectfully, E. W. Lord, 

.1 H.v»Utnt Commissioner, 



Department of P^ducatiox {.w Porto Rico, 

Office op the Commissioner, 

*SVm Juan, Man H^ 1-^03. 
To the American teachers and to the principal teachers in the jmUic schools of Porto Rico: 
Section 48 of the new compiled school law, which went into effect yesterday, rt^ads 
as follows: 

***** Teachers from the L'nited States (and) principal teachers in the public 
schools of Porto Rico, whose licenses are renewed by the commissioner of education 
and who pass a satisfactory examination under the commissioner, indicating that 
they possess an elementary knowledge of both the English and Spanish languages, 
may be allotted — in the discretion of said commissioner— actual tr«L\•^VVvw^^^^v£w^fe^'««i 
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a<l(litional (Munp4»nHation in goinjj from their respective posts to New York or other 
IK)rt of entry of the ITnitcHl States and in returning from New York or other port of 
departure in the I'nited States to their respective posts in Porto Rico during the 
vacation i)erio<l. Provide<l that for such travelling expenses no teacher shall in any 
one year W allovve<l more than one hundred (100) dollars. Said allowance for trav- 
elling expenses shall l>e paid from moneys appropriated for * Salaries, common 
schools.' " 

In accordance with this provision of law an examination in English and Spanish 
will Ik* held in San Juan on Tuesday, June 30, at 9 a. m., and on Friday, September 
25, at 9 a. m., covering the following ground: 



1. Pronunciation and oral reading: Each teacher will be required to read a few para- 

graphs from some standanl author. (15) 

2. Spelling: Fifty common words will be dictated by the examiner. (25) 

3. Penmanship: The appearance of all papers will be considered, but a special exer- 

cise will l)e given for careful writing. (10) 

4. Grammar: Four or five (|uestions may be expected. (25) 

5. Composition: A few paragraphs on some subject to be announced at time of 

examination. Capitalization, punctuation, paragraphing, etc., will be taken 
into consideration . ( 25 ) 



1. Pronunciation: To l)e tested by reading from the Spanish readers used in the 

public schools. ( 15) * • 

2. Conversational S[)anish, including common idiomatic expressions: To be tested 

by the ability of the candidates to answer in writing questions regarding every- 
day experiences. (10) 

3. A dictation exercise: To l)e selected from Libro Tercero de Lectura, by Arnold 

and Gilbert. (10) 

4. Translation into English of an exercise selected from the Libro Segundo de Lec- 

tura or Libro Tercero de Lectura, by Arnold and Gilbert. (10) 

5. Translation into Spanish of an exercise selected from the Standard First or Second 

Reader. (15) 

6. Questions in grammar based on — 

(a) Gender and numl)er. Agreement of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives in 

gender and number. 
(/>) Use of accent marks. 

(c) Comparison of adjectives and adverbs. 

(d) Conjugation of the regular and most common irregular verbs. (20) 

7. The writing of a composition in Spanish of not less than 150 words on one of five 

given topics relating to Porto Rico. (20) 

Poetry will be excluded from exercises in dictation and translation. A mark of 70 
will be required to pass. In making up the mark answers will be credited with the 
number of points indicated in brackets after each question. There will be five ques- 
tions in English and seven in Spanish corresponding to the subdivisions and topics 
as outlined above. The English part will be naturally the more diflBcult for the 
Porto Rican teachers and the Spanish part for the American teachers. 

Certain questions have arisen in connection with the interpretation of the law. 

First. Who are eligible? 

(a) All teachers who hold a principal's certificate from the department of educa- 
tion bearing the date of the school year 1903-4, and who at the same time are duly 
elected, and approved by the department, to teach in one of the public schools of 
Porto Rico for the school year 1903-4, no matter whether in the position of principal 
or not, so long as the candidate holds a principal's license. 

{b) All American teachers appointed in any position whatsoever, whether as 
teacher of EInglish, special teacher, or principal in one of the public schools of Porto 
Ri(;o for the school year 1903-4. This does not include supervisors or superintend- 
ents of schools, but does include the principal of a school, whether he is required to 
teach or not. 

Persons who are eligible or who expect to fulfill the conditions hy the beginning 
of the next school year may apply to take the examination either in June or Sep- 
tember, and any teacher who takes the first examination and fails may apply to take 
the second. In all cases applications luust b^ rcva.de to the department at least twenty- 
foar hours prior to the beginning oi lYie ^x2L\xvm«LV\oTv^, «ftQ./\\^^QRa\hle., ten days m 
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advance. No payments on account of traveling expenses will be made until proper 
vouchers are presented, showing the actual expenses incurred and receipts in dupli- 
cate for all the amounts paid out, except regular fares on railroads or steamers, for 
which receipts are not necessary. Please note that this covers no railroad fares or 
other expenses incurred in the United States after leaving the port of entry or in 
returning before leaving the port of departure. Payments will be made to those who 
have complied with all the conditions and whose vouchers have been submitted to 
the department in proper form on or about the time of the payment of the first 
month's salary in the next school j^ear. 
Second. Persons who are not eligible. 

(a) Those who are not appointed to teach in a public school for the next school 
year and those whose licenses to teach are not renewed. 

(b) Those who hold a license to teach as principal teacher, but who are not actually 
employed in the public schools during the school year 1902-3. 

(c) New teachers who for the first time are employed for the school year 1903-4, 
and those who secure their first license to teach in the public schools of Porto Rico 
for that year, as well as those who have previously had a license, although same may 
have been renewed and may be renewed again for the coming school year, but who 
are not actually engaged in teaching in the public schools during the present school 
year, will be considered, in the exercise of the discretionary power granted to the 
commissioner, as not eligible for travel allowance this year. 

I am glad that this much assistance may be granted by the department to those 
teachers who wish to take advantage of the privilege of travel, either for the purpose 
of seeking rest and recreation in their well-earned vacation period or for the pur- 
pose of seeking new educational advantages for self-improvement, and I trust that 
all those who are eligible will take the examination and may pass it satisfactorily. 
Yours very truly, 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, 

Commissioner. 



Department op Education of Porto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, July — , 1903. 
To neviy appointed American teachers: 

Few places in the world enjoy a more beautiful climate than does Porto Rico, 
where is combined the luxuriousness of the Tropics with the comforts of the temper- 
ate zones. The weather is always warm, but seldom oppressively so. The unfailing 
trade winds blow over the island and help to produce the "perpetual June," which 
is something said to belong to Porto Rico. 

The productions of the island include most of the tropical fruits and vegetables 
and many of those of the temperate zones. There is, however, comparatively little 
attention given to cultivation, and much of the food stuffs of the people is imported. 
The staple foods are beans and rice, which, together with codfish, are almost uni- 
versally eaten. 

The majority of Porto Ricans are whites of Spanish descent, and many of them, 
espegially in the cities, are cultured, well-educated, and refined. The poorer people, 
as a rule, are kind-hearted, hospitable, and courteous, but have little education, very 
many being illiterate. Under the American Government the number of schools is 
being increased and every effort is. being made to educate the people. 

All public schools are under the direct control of the department of education, at 
the head of which is the commissioner of education, who is appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. The schools are organized on the American plan, and a 
course of study in eight grades is in use. Practically all the regular teachers are 
Porto Ricans, but about ICIO American teachers are employed to teach English, their 
work, except in a few cases, being of a most elementary sort. 

Porto Rico is about 1,400 miles southeast from New York, from which port at the 
present time two lines of steamers make regular trips, giving a weekly service. A 
steamer leaves New York every Saturday at noon and usually arrives in San Juan 
the following Thursday. As it frequently happens that the number of rooms is 
insufficient to meet the demands, it is well for intending passengers to secure passage 
several weeks in advance. It is especially desirable that teachers should make earlj 
arrangements, as the large number coming to the island at the same time makes it 
more than usually difficult to obtain passage on short notice. 

In order to reach Porto Rico in time for the opening of the school year^ tftacbftx«» 
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miiHt leave New Yrirk on or before September 19. The following is the boat echedole 
for the inonthH of Septemlwr and Octoljer: 



Company. 



He<\ I) Line . 



Leaves 
Xew 
York- 



fPhiladelphia . 



Sept. 5 
Oct. 3 
[Oct. 31 

l^c«««« .{g^M? 

ifPonce I^f, 

Xew York ami Porto Kk-o .«. S. Co ( ,^„, B 

•«<*'»» pa 



The regular fares on these boats are $50 first class and $30 second class, from which 
figures teachers are allowed a discount of 20 per cent. The agents of the boats may 
be a^ldressed sa* follows: 

Agent** of New York and Porto Rico Steamship Company, 1 Broadway, New York. 

Agents of Red D Line, 136 Front street, New York. 

Ah the return mail does not leave San Juan for nearly a week after the arrival of 
steamers, teachers should notify their friends not to look for letters for at least three 
weeks. 

On arrival in San Juan teac^hers should report at the oflBce of the department of 
education in the Intendencia building. Thei-e they will be given every possible 
assistance and directed as to their future course. 

Teachers should bring with them their diplomas or certificates, which must be 
examineil before their licenses (ran be issued by the department of education. 
According to the insular law every teacher must obtain a proper license before 
beginning work. 

The coming year all schools open September 28 and close June 24, 1904. There 
are to be two vacations, the first from December 24 to January 11 and the second 
from March 25 to April 4. 

Teachers' salaries are paid monthly, the first payment, however, at the end of the 
first month being for two weeks only, and the final payment of the year is for six 
weeks. Salary is paid for exact number of days taught, except that an allowance 
may be made of not more than two days in each month for time lost on account of 
sickness. 

Teachers coming from the United States should be prepared to pay their expenses 
for at leant a few weeks after reaching Porto Rico as the department can not make 
an advance payment in any case. The expenses of a teacher wall vary slightly, 
according to location on the island, but the following may be taken as a fair esti- 
mate: Expenses in San Juan, cartage of baggage, hotel bills, etc. (two days), $6; 
transportation to location in island not more than $20; board and lodging, per 
month, $25. 

All transportation expenses must be paid by the teacher, but in accordance with 
a law passed by the last legislature American teachers who are employed a second 
year and who pass a creditable examination in both English and Spanish, may be 
allowed actual traveling expenses in going from their posts in Porto Rico to Aew 
York and back to Porto Rico. 

Teachers should not bring a large amount of baggage, but should have one trunk 
with a good Ux^k. Little or no heavy clothing will be needed while here, and the 
dampness of the atmosphere makes it exceedingly difficult to guard such clothing 
from mildew. It is also difficult to preserve books in this climate, especially if 
bound in leather or bright colored cloth. Clothing and all necessary articles for 
personal use c-an be purchased in San Juan or Ponce about as cheaplv as in the United 
States. 

The department of education is always glad to assist teachers in every way, but at 
the same time the teachers must be reasonably self-reliant and ready to put* up with 
many strange conditions and to endure some hardships. Especially is it necessary 
for lady teachers to be careful not to offend the ideas of propriety which, as in all 
Spanish-American countries, differ quite materially from American ideas. 

Above all, it is necessary for every American to remember that the people expect 
him or her to stand as an example of all that is American; they will criticise every 
apparent fault, but they will prove equally ready to admire true virtues and to 
accept sincere friendship. 

^. W. Lord, 
Aclmg Comm\a«v«n[ve?r o^ ^EA>yRj;Sijyw^. 
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Circular of Information to American Applicants for Appointment in the 
Schools of Porto Rico. 

Practically the only teachers' positions in Porto Rico under the direct appoint- 
ment of the department of education and open to Americans are those of teacners of 
English. In every graded school in Porto Rico there is at least one teacher whose 
duty it is to give special instruction in the English language to all of the grades and 
to the native teachers. These positions are all filled by American teachers who are 
paid $50 per month for a term of nine months. In addition to this salary, paid by 
the department from the insular treasury, teachers are given by the local school 
boards an allowance for house rent, in no case less than $10 and in no case more than 
$15 per month. There is no allowance for transportation until after one year's 
service. Each teacher must pay his own transportation expenses going from the 
States to San Juan and also from San Juan to the town to which he may be assigned. 
The regular first-class fare from San Juan to New York is $50. Teachers are allowed 
a discount of 20 per cent from this price. American teachers who are employed a 
second year in Porto Rico and who pass satisfactorily an examinatien in English and 
Spanish may be allowed their transportation expenses from Porto Rico to New York 
and return. 

Applicants for these positions must be Americans under 50 years of age, in good 
health, and of upright character. They must be graduates of accredited colleges or 
normal schools, or they must have had successful experience as teachers under a 
high-grade State certificate. Such teachers are licensed here without examination. 

Some knowledge of Spanish is almost indispensable. A few teachers have been 
appointed who knew but little Spanish at the time of their arrival, but no one should 
come here unless possessed of an earnest desire to learn the language, to understand 
local conditions, and to be of service to the people. We have no place for adven- 
turers or those who come from selfish motives. The American teachers are well 
received. The people want English taught in the schools, and if a teacher is sensible, 
tactful, and earnest, he is sure of a cordial welcome and of sincere appreciation. 

The climate of Porto Rico is pleasant and equable, much like that of May and 
June in the Northern States; but one must be prepared to endure some hardships 
and must expect some difficulties. Such food and home accommodations as one may 
have been accustomed to in the States can hardly be obtained here. Many of the 
smaller towns are located at some distance from the main roads. This makes trans- 
portation difficult and expensive, and usually prevents frequent visits to any of the 
larger cities. But good teachers soon find w^arm friends and have their reward in 
the results of good work. Newly appointed teachers usually have to take a position 
in one of the smaller towns, where there are few American residents, or none. 
After a year's experience there is often an opportunity of being transferred to one of 
the larger towns, where there are many Americans and American social life. 

Some applicants state that thev do not care to consider a position at $50 per month, 
but would accept one at a higlier salary. All salaries are fixed by law, and no 
changes can be made. We have a few positions in high and normal schools where 
larger amounts are paid; but none of these places are open to new comers, it being 
the invariable policy of the department to promote teachers already employed when- 
ever such a vacancy occurs. There are a very few positions for special teachers of 
drawing, music, woodworking, etc., but these positions can hardly be filled satisfac- 
torily by anyone unfamiliar with the language and local conditions, and such famil- 
iarity can best be acquired by working for a time as teacher of English. 

If you wish to teach in Porto Rico, and are willing to devote your entire energy to 
the school work, and to adapt yourself to the conditions of the people, make formal 
application to the commissioner of education, San Juan, P. R., giving all of the infor- 
mation asked for on the accompanying blank. The receipt of this will be acknowl- 
edged, and the application will be placed on rile for consideration whenever appoint- 
ments are to be made. 

Appointments are sometimes made by cable; if applicant receives such a notice, 
cable reply in three words: "Education, Sanjuan, *Yes,' " or, "Education, Sanjuan, 
*No,'" at^cording to whether the appointment is accepted or not: It is usually 
unnecessary to sign the cable message; should it be considered desirable in any case, 
the notice of appointment will so state. 

In proceeding to New York engage transportation by either the New York and 
Porto Rico Steamship Company's line or the Red D Line. Boats leave New York 
every Saturday, at noon, the two lines having a service alternate weeks. Whenever 
possible, passage should be engaged several weeks beforehand. The address of the 
steamship agents is: 

New York and Porto Rico Steamship Company, 1 Broadway, New York; Red D 
Line, Boulton, Bliss & Dallet, 136 Front street, ^^v^XotV. 
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I'r— ^rit !.*-»t:.>- -.f af»f-.ini::i»-r.t an-i a:^k f^r thtr 30 per cent redaction in paaeenger 
UnTf «J'>mKil tii tt'Si hrr^. If for any rva^:»n thi« i« n«it ^v«-n. pay full fiare, and the 
riiatt^T -Aii; t*r iak*rn .ip vith ttur trmxi<->|«i«rtation o»uipanie^ at V^an Joan, where a 
rt-*«i»r '.f J»» i^r t>-ct «4»n i»r»»ljaMy 1* •«vnm:«i. 

¥L W. Lord, 
A**iMai*i t '*'Mm'»*fit.n*fr </ EfhtrntU'tt, Sim Juan, P. K. 



Exhibit VL 
school la>vs. 

< ijMPILED school law of 1903. 

AN A^T To n.*vi-«.-. Km*'W\. uxA <-«»dify the ?fneiml Uws an'l regulations relating to pablie edacati(Hi 
in port" Ku-^K t<» amend the ecMlei^. and for other purpoees. 

lit^ if riifni^tl hij thr li-tj'nJntiir /fXK#>i/)/i/j/ of Poiio Rico: 

TITLE OF LAW. 

SwTioN 1. This act shall lie referre<l to as the Codified School Law of Porto Rico. 

CiENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Sw. 2. The coriiiiiii**ioner of education is hereby authorized and directed to estab- 
lish and maintain a nystem of free public schools in Porto Rico for the purpose of 
providing a Iil>eral e^luc-ation to the children of school ajje, i. e., between the ages of 
five and eijrhteen years; to establish higher institutions of learning, including col- 
h-gifs, univerHities, nonnal, industrial, mechanical, and high schools, together with 
Kuch other erlncational agencies as said commissioner may find necessary and expe- 
dient in order to promote the educational development of the island. In addition 
to the rural and graded whools which shall constitute the regular common school 
HVHtem, said commissioner is hereby authorized and directed to establish, maintain, 
and direct so far as the resources placed at his command will permit, such special 
wrhfKiis as in his judgment are necessary to meet special educational needs, such as 
kin<Iergartens(rhfKjls, night schools, agricultural schools, professional and commercial 
Hcho(jls, an<l sc;hools in [)enal and charitable institutions, either under private or 
I>ubiif! management, whe»*e the same can be maintained in general harmony with 
the public school system and in harmony with its general standards, provided that 
tlie pupils in said si>ecial schools may include others than those of school age. The 
c!oniniissir>ner of education, the assistant commissioner, the secretary of the depart- 
ment, and the general superintendent of schools shall have power to administer 
oaths anrl take sworn testimonies on school matters. 

ELECTION OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS. 

Sw. .S. The qualified voters of each municipality shall elect at each r^ular munici- 
pal (flection three (8) persons with the requirements specified in section 4 of the act 
as dire(!tors of the public schools of said njunicipality, who shall serve without com- 
pensation and who shall be elected in the same manner as other municipal officers, 
and whose election shall be certified in the same manner as that of other officers 
eUicUid at the same time. The three directors thus elected shall be known as the 
school board and shall hold office for two years from and after the first day of Janu- 
ary next ensuing after their election and until their successors have been elected and 
qualin(*(l. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS. 

Sec. 4. Section 4 of '*An act to provide for municipal elections in Porto Rico," 
a[)prov(Ml February 11, 1902, is hereby amended in its application to persons who may 
Ih^ (candidates for s(!hool director. No one shall be eligible to election as school 
dire('tor unless he is a citizen of Porto Rico or of the United States; unless he has 
been a resident within said municipal district or school district for six months next 
preceiUng the date of said election, and vnvV^sfaYvftVivo^^^Vicy^ to read and write. All 
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persons duly elected at any regular municipal election shall take office on the first 
Monday after the first Sunday in January next succeeding such election and shall 
qualify as other municipal officers by taking the prescribed oath of office. Refusal 
orneglect of a school director to file his official oath of office within fifteen (15) days 
after the commencement of the term of office for which he was chosen renders said 
office vacant, and the commissioner of education is hereby authorized and directed 
to fill said vacancy by the appointment of a person possessing the necessary qualifi- 
cations of a school director and of the same political party as that of the person who 
was duly elected by the people to fill the position thus made vacant. 

ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL BOARD. 

Sec. 5. On the first Monday after the first Sunday in January, following a munici- 
pal election, the school board shall meet in ordinary session and proceed to the elec- 
tion from their own number of a president and a secretary, certifying said organization 
and officers to the commissioner of education. They shall in like manner proceed to 
the election of a treasurer, who may be the treasurer of the municipality, but who 
shall not be a member of the school board and who must be a duly qualified voter of 
the municipality. The election of said treasurer shall be certified to the commissioner 
of education in like manner as that of the president and secretary. The treasurer of 
the school board must conform in every condition and respect to the regulations pro- 
vided by law for the regulation of duties of treasurers of municipalities. He shall pay 
only such amounts as are authorized by w^arrants signed by the president and the 
secretary of the school board, and no account shall be allowed unless previously 
ordered at a regular or duly called meeting of the said school board, and the date of 
said meeting shall be stated in the warrant. He may be paid an annual salary by 
the school board in such amount as is provided for in the budget of the school board 
and duly approved by the commissioner of education, but said salary shall not exceed 
two per centum of all funds actually disbursed by said officer. The president and 
secretary shall perform such duties as usually appertain to such offices and shall 
make such report to the commissioner of education as he may from time to time 
require. 

Sec. 6. Immediately upon its organization the school board shall fix a regular date 
upon which to meet each month. Special meetings may be called upon three (3) 
days' notice being given and signed by the president of the board or by any two (2) 
of the members of the board or by the school superintendent of the district. The 
board shall meet monthly or oftener as required and all meetings shall be held in the 
alcaldia or other public place and two members shall constitute a quorum. The 
school superintendent of the district is ex officio a member of the school board and 
entitled to participate in its discussions, to receive notice of its meetings, to examine 
its minutes, records, and accounts in like manner as a duly elected member of the 
board, but he is not entitled to a vote. 

GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL BOARDS. 

Sec. 7. School boards shall have charge of all school buildings in their respective 
districts; they shall have the power to erect, repair, remodel and improve school 
property, rent buildings for school purposes, provide suitable furniture and equip- 
ment for the same, employ janitors for school buildings, repair and keep in order 
suitable outbuildings, pay house rent for teachers, and keep in order all school build- 
ings in their respective districts. They shall have the custody of, and shall keep in 
repair, all school buildings erected by the insular government, although the title to 
the same is vested in the people of Porto Rico, so long as said buildings are used for 
school purposes, and in general they shall perform such duties as the commissioner 
of education may require in accordance with the school laws. 

Sec. 8. The school board of each municipality may hold in the corporate name of 
the municipality the title to lands and other property which are now owned or may 
be acquired for school purposes in such districts, and no property so held by the 
school directors for school purposes shall be subject to taxation. 

Sec 9. Whenever the purpose of a meeting of the school board or of a municipal 
election is to authorize taxation or indebtedness for school purposes, such meeting 
or election shall not be legal for such purposes unless its object be advertised, to- 
gether with the time and place of such meeting or election for at least thirty (30) 
days previous. 

Sec. 10. Whenever the school board provides but one school building in any urban 
center of a municipality, even though said building contain more than one'class, each 
and every class thus maintained shall be open to both sexes, wxd V^ka^Ss^^ ^JJv ^^cix^ 
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-••n«w»u». V iffi, i«vnr**-**r. n m^ unan 'Wfiotr tuh^ ii9> miin^^ than oiLe ^elfeooi boild- 
.fic }r->*"ii»^ ta*i <«ut tvuif Lilian uf^ 3i> !ii«>r^ !2uyi toe^ kilfifELeter 'imtauMt frooi each 
'Vli«^ »n»* vuiatiritf ii^v i^ u»vor«^t "«) 'ia^sK» 3)r h*>5^ aa*i tiM- ociier tt> c Utasi e lor 
jir!«». f 'n«» <wn«v»{ Viarn 4rt-ti»jan». AJ.«iit)*>ih«>ni>f!sfjDfifrifli«rrj«>fiii!>«hAUbeentiie^ 
<<rrj«mr*^ anil ip^n uffpr^nc -)nHxui««9i> 3r,in :ht»^ ?*!Si&eiiee 'K the tapa<.*»w»r t^r ^dt otho- 

"*«-. I ^i**fu>^'«^ X 4tim\ ^^mau^ ai 1 1 ■■ j 9f>r * 4i!h»»l btiarri b> aeqnire a ste 
ir^r 4 ^rnivt* ''nuiiinir tr 5iir kl jitiliilna *j) a <^faf)»>UitNii!e ^te anil tiM- aune can not 
*>► *»rjiiir*»Ti - »' utr^^fzu^n it mit^ -wvai *iie ')tni«» riua^Kii, zhtt b«jAr«i i:» hereby given 
T.h^ r.itr' ,f •'ni-.n^-nr it main ' < pr"«»r»»t»*i Ti> •!T-fiiit**niri ia^tpm^rtj t«>r sefaool uses. 
Ti#* rtu-fhi^i -wic«« ''•*ft Ji «!<: Trniienmjiniyii prn«»««iiiiiBi sdaII be m. acc»>n1aiice with 

'*9» . \1. A •H'r.iv-it -nmrri in. a 3iiinii*ii«iirj in iz»<offporafie txp^aitj azki or^^anind 
in »»^rr,rfiaau^ v.rn :^ii* jt-?: 31^7 <hs»^ ami b*^ •loeti in. the name oc the 'boar»L 

•tr. :.i. Th.* -N-nii*** Vjiirii* -khail '»«?♦? '±at all pabiie 9rhooi« ^apfiorted by paWie 
taxafif r». '^xtun^ x^rxk. 'tr insfiiar. ar^ kni>wn ae pobliftr ^rikDo^ an«i thmt admnoo to 
th^tTi -•t'^.. vr fr»«^ /C ail •'harzR-. Ic ii» fasthermt^re the doty «>l the scfaix>I board to 
*^^ rh»ar n*"/ ry^^h*>r ai'f*i>^>c^ ^«»9f 6^r meczTtt^t^^a ziren in the pabiie schools dariDg 

?*tf. 14. Whis-r-i^T*^ WTrcer **h«:oi '^oartefs are not ptorided by the school boaid 
within r>n !*> «tay^ (rrim. rhe ifx^pt •>€ nodee from the commiaaoner of education 
that ffvrh «|riar:^r« ♦hall he provi^ietL the commiBBioiier. throoiBrh the school snperin- 
VnTuXt'Tit oi th^* *ik*tri^^ may ^ootrart for the me ol a suitable bnUding or rooms for 
ttt4^ pfihii^' ^i^j^A in '|Ti»'9^i»>a. an*! mt-h ojd tract «hall be reco^ized as valid against 
tb^ «r'b/if/i ^ifAT'l in xhf'K^ jari^iktioQ the «i:hool » located, and suit for the amount 
f/i fOkifX Tf^t may l-^ hrofMrht aeain^^ the school board bv the owner of the property 
thrip* ffmtfrfl in an v r-r^nrt of rr/mpetent jnri^diction, and i{ jodgm^it be in favor of the 
clairr*ant, }*rwh jnd^ient «haH he recrjeaizei a«a lesal claim against said school board. 

?*er:, 15. If the rnhftfti Ujard fail to provi«Je teachers for the schools, or if vacancies 
ttt^tmr dnring the erliool year and the school board ^1 to fill the same within fifteen 
#Uiyi* aft^r nftt'u^f; irf*m the rymimLanf^ner of eiincation that soch appointments should 
lie msuUr, the f:r>mmii«»ioner .^hall appoint the teachers, and soch appointments shall 
lie valid for the remainder fA the school year. 

Hfj(\ 16. The sfchrjol directors «fhall have the rightto visit their schools as frequently 
tm jKiwible, and to report to the dirtrict superintendent on the work of any teacher. 
They nhall nujiply the nerressary scho<^>l equipment in accordance with the recom- 
nienVlation« of the sch^iol superintendent, cooperating with the latter to remedy all 
def(j(rt>* noterl. If the sch^Kil board does not remedy the defects in school equipment 
the HU fieri nUmdent may bring the matter officially to the attention of the commis- 
Mioner of efluc^tion, and the board shall cooperate Mrith the department of education 
in prrifnptly removing any unsatisfactory conditions in the schools. 

Hkc. 17. Tin* tH'h(H)\ Ixiards shall supply desks, school furniture, bookcases, chairs, 
anri denkH for tearrhf^rs, ckx-ks, proper receptacles for drinking water, supplies 
for janitorH, and all other necessary equipment for the schoolroom, except text-books 
and Huch Htationery supplies as the department of education may furnish for the 
M<'hoolH of th(Mr reH[)e(^tive districts, and they shall provide suitable storerooms in 
Much towfiH as th(? district school superintendent may mdicate for the safe custody of 
Mrhooihookn and Hup[)lieH, and shall pay the cost of transportation of said books and 
Hiipplirn to and from Haid storerooms to their schools whenever it may be necessarj' 
or whon<^v(^r dirccttul to do so by the comminsioner. 

Sior. IH. The location or assignment to a particular school of a teacher within the 
Inrisdiction of awhool board shall bedetermined by said board and the school super- 
intt'iichMit of the <liHtrict. In cases where the school board and the school superin- 
iiMidfnt fiiil to agree the matter shall be referred to the commissioner of education, 
whoHt* dcciHion, after due and proper investigation of the facts in the case, shaU be 
final. Thin ruh* a|)plleH only to the location or assignment of teachers who shall 
havo heon dulv nonjinated by the school board, approved by the commissioner of 
education, and ehH'te<l by the school board. 

SCHOOL FUNDS AND THEIR ADMINISTRATION. 

SKr. \\K Vaw\\ municipality shall sot aside in its annual budget not less than fifteen 
por ooutuui nor nu>rt» than twenty-tive oer centum of all taxes collected and funds 
nu^olvtMl iwMw insular trnu^ury, to be aesignateil as school funds. The money or 
luohovH thus sot aside shall )>o kept as a se()arate trust fund and naid immediately, as 
l^HH^ivtHl by tho tivasuixT of tlio numicimlity, to the treasurer ot the school board to 
Ik* tliftlmtWil by wit I tixnisurevoi t\vt?m\ooV\>c>Md v^;rr%uant to law for school por- 
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poses. If, upon the receipt of any municipal taxes, whether collected by the munic- 
ipal officers or by the treasurer of Porto Rico, the treasurer of said municipality 
fails to pay to the treasurer of the school board within five days from the date of 
receipt of said taxes by said municipal treasurer the legal percentage of said taxes 
hereby set aside as school funds, the school board shall notify the commissioner of 
education who shall notify the treasurer and auditor of Porto Rico, who, when thus 
notified, shall suspend all further payments to said municipality until notified by the 
• commissioner of education that a satisfactory settlement of the school funds due has 
been made by said municipality. The exact percentage of school funds within the 
limits herein specified shall be fixed annually on or before the twentieth day of 
June, in each and every year, by the ayuntamie'nto of the respective municipalities, 
and such per centum shall be the school funds of the succeedmg school year. The 
school board shall submit to the ayuntamiento on or before June first of each year 
an estimate, itemized as far as possible, of the needs of the school board for the ensu- 
ing year, and the percentage which the ayuntamiento is required to set aside for 
school funds shall be based upon this estimate within the limits fixed by law, i. e., 
it shall not be less than fifteen per centum nor more than twenty-five per centum of 
the taxes collected and funds received from the insular government. In any case 
where the estimate furnished by the school board demands a sum in excess of 
twenty-five per centum of the receipts of the municipality from taxation and funds 
received from the insular treasury, then the ayuntamiento of said municipality shall 
set aside from the receipts of the municipality from taxation and funds received from 
the insular treasury not less than twenty nor more than twenty-five per cent. 

Sec. 20. The accounts of the school board and of the treasurer of the school board 
shall be audited and in every way treated as the accounts of all other municipal 
officers. 

Sbc. 21. School boards shall pay all their obligations promptly and under no cir- 
cumstances shall incur debts or obligations in excess of their receipts or not provided 
for in their budget. They shall make a statistical report of their transactions, finan- 
cial and otherwise, and submit the same to the commissioner of education within 
thirty days after the close of the fiscal year. The school board shall, before the 
twentieth day of August, October, December, February, April, and June, send in 
duplicate to the commissioner of education a certified statement signed by the pres- 
dent and secretary and the treasurer of the board, giving the following information, 
and in the following form, printed copies of which will be furnished upon application 
to the commissioner of education: 

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF'SCHOOL BOARD. 

( 1 ) Total amount of cash on hand. 

(2) Total amount of bills outstanding due and payable. 

(3) Total amount of bills authorized for the current month and not paid. 

(4) Total amount of bills outstanding which will be paid on or before the first day 
of the succeeding month. 

(5) Total amount of the receipts on account of school funds received from the 
treasurer of Porto Rico during the preceding month. 

(6) Total amount of the receipts on account of school funds received from the 
treasurer of Porto Rico during the current month. 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE MONTH. 

(1) Total amount required for the rent of school buildings as itemized below. 
(ICnumerate each building or room rented for school purposes with the amount paid 
tor each. ) 

(2) Total amount needed to pay house rent for teachers. (Give list of teachers by 
name and amount paid to each. ) 

(3) Salary of treasurer. 

(4) Incidental expenses of treasurer's office, itemized as follows. 
(5^ Incidental expenses secretary's office, itemized as follows. 

(6) Salaries of janitors. (Give name and amount paid to each. ) 

(7) School furniture itemized as follows. 

(8) School supplies itemized as follows. 

(9) Regular or fixed expenses not enumerated above, itemized as follows. 

(10) Extraordinary and special expenses, itemized as follows. 

The commissioner of education shall return one copy of the budget for the two 
following months to the secretary of the school board before the first day of the first 
month in which the said budget is to take effect. Each item shall be approved or 
disapproved, the items approved or disapproved being clearly indicated, and only the 
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aiiiountH api>rove<l c-an Ik* vote<l hv the whocjl lx>anl. The cominiseioner of educa- 
tion may increaMe or (liniininh the different items of proposed expenses in the budget, 
or lie may a<l<l new iteinn. The Hiim.- in the approve*! budget which may not have 
l>een employtHl or voted by the K'hool Ixjani dunng the pencil for which the budget 
wax approved shall nrit !»e disiHwe<l of after the expiration of the period indicated in 
Haid apprr>ve<l biidj?et nnIe>»H tliey are includes! in the budget for the next period and 
are therefore a^rain apprr>ve<l bv the commissioner of education. 

Sk<-. 22. The treaHurerof eacfi whrnd Iniani shall keep such books open at all times, 
to the insiH'ction of anv meiid)er of the board, of the auditing officers of the insular 
trea*<nry, or the commfssioner of education, or his delegates, or of any resident of the 
municipality, in which he shall enter all receipts on accounts, the sources fromwhich 
they were received, an<l the objects to which they were made applicable. All dis- 
bursements so reconled shall show for what purpose the nionev was paid, and he 
shall kee[) [all l>ook8, receipts, and vouchers] on file until authorized by the commis- 
sioner of education or the auditor of Porto Rico to destroy them. He shall likewise 
keef) on tile receipts and vouchers for all moneys paid out, showing to whom the 
money was [)aid and all orders u[)on which money has been paid out. The treasurer 
shall present an<l file with the secretary of the school board, three (3) days before 
his succi*s8or may (jualify, a report in writing signed by him and containing a state- 
ment of all moneys receive<l by him within the year preceding and of all his dis- 
bursements, exhibiting vouchers therefor; also the amount received by him of taxes 
assessed upon the taxable property of the district within the year, purposes for which 
they were assessed, the amounts assesseii for each purpose, which report shall be 
recorded by the secretary, and if it appears that there is any balance in the hands of 
the treasurer he shall pay such balance into the hands of his successor as soon as he 
executes the bond reijuired as a condition of holding the office of treasurer, and his 
sureties justify on such bond. The president and secretary shall examine said report, 
and if correct they shall endorse the same and file a duplicate copy with the depart- 
ment of education. The treasurer of the school board of each district shall refuse 
absolutely to pay any warrant where the date of the meeting at which the disburse- 
ment was ordered is not specifically stated. In such cases it shall be the duty of 
such treasurer to notify the commissioner of education. 

Sec. 23. The treasurer of each school board shall execute a bond to the board in 
double the amount of money, as near as can be ascertained, which will come into his 
hands as treasurer during his term, with suflficient surety, to be approved by the 
president and secretary, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties. Such 
l)ond shall be filed with the secretary of the board, and a duplicate copy, with the 
signed approval of the president and secretary, shall be filed with the department of 
education. In case of breach of any condition of said bond the president shall cause 
an action to be commenced thereon and prosecuted in the name of the board, and 
the money when collected shall be applied to the use of the board for school pur- 
poses. The treasurer failing to give bond as provided herein, or for any cause being 
unable to attend to his duty, the board shall proceed to appoint another treasurer, 
who shall give bond as recjuired herein. 

Skc. 24. The treasurer of Porto Rico may at any time prescribe for the treasurers 
of the school boards a method of keeping their accounts and auditing the same, 
which shall then become, upon thirty (30) days' notice having been given of such 
rules and regulations as the treasurer may prescribe, obligatory [upon] such treasurer, 
provided that all the rules and regulations prescribed by the treasurer of Porto Rico 
shall relate solely to the methods of keeping the accounts of the school board, and 
shall be transmitted to the school board through the commissioner of education and 
with his approval. 

DUTIES OF SECRETARIES OF SCHOOL BOARDS. 

8e(' 25. The secretary shall record the proceedings of the school board in a book 
})rovi(led for that purpose; he shall enter therein copies of his report made to the 
school superintendent or to the department of education, and keep and preserve 
carefully all records, books, and papers belonging to his oflftce, and deliver the same 
to his successor in office; he shall act as secretary of the district in all its meetings, 
or, if absent, record the minutes of the secretary pro tempore; his minutes shall show 
all disbursements authorized by the school board, and he shall keep an account of 
all expenses of the schools and schoolhouses and record the cost of outbuildings, 
fences, and all the conveniences of the schoolroom, such as charts, maps, blackboards, 
and school libraries provided by the board; he shall issue vouchers for all amounts 
owed by the board as shown by the disbursements authorized in the minutes, when 
they become due, which vouchers, when countersigned by the president, shall become 
-orders upon the treasurer oi the board tot Wv^Vt W^ n^lW. Each voucher shall be 
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dated and numbered, and shall state the service or consideration for which it was 
drawn and the names of the parties rendering such service or consideration, and shall 
be recorded by the secretary in a book kept by him for that purpose. 

RESIGNATIONS, REMOVAL OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS, AND VACANCIES IN SCHOOL BOARDS. 

ISec. 26. Section 207 of the Political Code is hereby amended in so far as it applies 
to school directors who desire to resign from office, and said school directors are hereby 
required to send their resignation in writing to the conmiissioner of education, who 
must act upon the same within ten days after its receipt. 

Sec. 27. When a school director is accused of any felony or crime under the laws 
of Porto Rico he shall be suspended from the position he holds by the commissioner 
of 'education, and if he is convicted of any crime or felony he shall be permanently 
dismissed from his position and the commissioner shall appoint a substitute. 

Sec. 28. The commissioner of education shall also suspend or dismiss from his posi- 
tion a school director for offences committed in the performance of his duty as such 
director after having preferred charges of the offences in writing, copies of which 
charges shall be sent to the person against whom said charges are brought, to the 
members of the school board of the district, to the mayor of the municipality, and 
to the supervisor [superintendent] of schools of the district; provided, that a rea- 
sonable length of time shall be given in which the interested person may present to 
the commissioner of education a written answer to the charges; and provided fur- 
ther, that at the expiration of said time the action of the commissioner shall be 
stated in writing, and copies of the same shall be sent to the same parties who were 
entitled to receive copies of the charges preferred. A certified copy of the action 
taken by the commissioner of education, together with a copy of tfie charges pre- 
ferred and any answer which may have been filed, shall be placed together on file in 
the records of the department of education. 

Sec. 29. Vacancies in the school board, whether caused by death, resignation, 
removal from the district, failure to attend stated or called meetings for two consec- 
utive months, or removal by the commissioner of education, shall be filled by appoint- 
ment for the unexpired term, to be made by the commissioner of education within 
one month of the date when said vacancy occurred, provided that no one shall be 
thus appointed who is not a qualified voter of the school district and who is not cer- 
tified as a member of the same political party as the immediate previous incumbent 
of the position which it is desired to till. A written statement of the president of 
the party or any two members of the executive committee of the party shall be con- 
sidered sufficient evidence that the appointee is a member of the party as stated; pro- 
vided further, in cases where no member of the party of the previous incumbent who 
possesses the qualifications required by law for the office of school director can be 
found who is willing to serve in said position, then the said commissioner of educa- 
tion may appoint any one qualified to fill the position without reference to his polit- 
ical status. 

OPENING SHOOLS AND ORDER OF SCHOOL EXERCISES. 

Sec. 30. Each school board shall annually on or before June first make a report to 
the commissioner of education, specifying the number of schools they desire to open 
in their district for the next ensuing school year. This report shall specify the num- 
ber of rural, graded, principal, and English teachers required, and also the number 
of special teachers or teachers of special schools, such as agricultural, kindergarten 
schools, night schools, etc., required, and the commissioner of education shall at once 
proceed to consider such report, informing the respective school boards not later than 
July first of the number of schools and teachers that may have been assigned to their 
respective districts. 

Sec 31. The school year shall in no case exceed ten months and shall be as much 
less as the commissioner of education shall direct, provided that the school vear shall 
in no case be less than eight months, and provided further, that the school board in 
the school district may extend the school year beyond the limit fixed by the com- 
missioner of education, but not to exceed the maximum limit herein provided for. 
In all cases where such extension of the school year is made, it shall be wholly at the 
expense of the district authorizing it. 

Sec. 32. The length of the school day, its division into sections, the length of vaca- 
tions, school holidays, and the observance of said school festivals shall be fixed and 
determined by the c-ommissioner of education, subject only to the provisions of law 
regarding general holidays, but in all these matters the school boards are authorized 
to make recommendations to the said commissioner, and so far as possible the regula- 
tions for these topics shall be uniform throughout every school distrfct. 
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Sei-. .'{3. The S4*h<>«»l month i«hall n>iuiurt of twenty tUtys of actual teaching— legal 
holidays extvptt^i— hut no {khooi i»han be open on a Satarday or a Sunday. L^ 
holi<lay!< within the meaning; of this* s»e<*tion are thoee describeci in section 387 of flie 
Pohtiiiil Oxle, Hi* follows: Kvery .Sun<la\% New Year's Day, Washington's Birthday, 
Man*h tWfnty-f*e<on«l, «mxi«1 Fn«la>. May thirtieth, known as Memorial Day, the 
Fourth «lav of July. Twenty-tifth day of Julv, the first Monday in September (to be 
known ai* l^l»or Day », Thank.o|nving Day. CbriKtmas Dav, every day on which a gen- 
eral elt^-tion is* held throughout the inland, and ever>' day appointed by the In- 
dent of the Vnitt^l States or by the <fOvemorof Porto Rico or by the legislative 
asHemhly for a public fast or thank$^ving or holiday. When any such day fiuls opon 
a Sunday, the Monday following is to be a holiilay. Unless otherwise directed by 
the (^>mmi.*^ioner of e<lucation the »)chool board and the superintendent of the 
distri<-t may make provi.«*ion for the pn»per celebration of these holidays when the 
same fall on .**<'h«>«»l days* >»y special exen-ises in the schools of the afternoon session 
or durin): the last hour of the s<'houl session of the school dav next preceding said 
legal holiday, provide^! that no s[)ecial school celebration of Christmas and New 
Year's Day shall l)e deeme<l nt*ceseary in districts where the school board makes 
arrangements for a celebration of a school festival on a day falling between the twen- 
tieth day of I)e<'eml)er and the .•*ixth day of January inclusive, to be known as a 
scIhkjI festival of Christmas and Three Kings' Day. 

SCHOOL districts. 

Skc. 'M. The schrx)! district shall \ye coterminous with the municipality, and the 
school Inrnnl shall have juris<liction over all schools within their respective districts. 

QI'ALIFICATIONS OF TE.\CHER8. 

Sec. '.io. Teachers of schools in Porto Rico shall be designated as rural, graded, 
teachers of English, principal teachers, and special teachers, the latter class com- 
prising kindergarten teachers; music and drawing teachers, teachers of sloyd, teachers 
of trades an<l si)ecial subje<*ts in industrial schools, teachers in the normal and high 
schools, and sjjecial schfH)ls teachers and [teachers of] stenography and typewriting, 
and all other teachers not otherwise classified who may at any time be employed in 
schofd work under the direction of the commissioner of education. They shall all 
V>e persons of good mr>ral character and possessed of the necessary requirements for 
their several positions as may be prescribed by law and certified to by a certificate 
f)r license to teach issued by the department of education over its own seal and the 
signature of the commissioner. 

Sec. 35. Tea(!hers shall pass an examination for a license to teach in the rural 
schools of Porto Rico in (1) English language, (2) Spanish language, (3) arithmetic, 
(4) geography, (5) history of the United States ana of Porto Rico, (6) methods of 
teacthing. 

Sec. 87. Candidates for a license to teach in the graded schools of Porto Rico shall 
pass an examination in (1) P^nglish language, (2) Spanish language, (3) arithmetic, 
(4) geography, (5) history of the United States and of Porto Rico, (6) methods of 
teaching. 

Sec. 'AH, C-andidates for a license to teach as principal teachers shall pass an exami- 
nation in all of the studies for a license to teach in the graded schools and, in addi- 
tion thereto, in (7) algebra, (8) geometry, (9) physiology, and such additional studies 
as the commissioner of education may require; provided, however, that no additional 
studic^s shall be recjuired without giving at least six (6) months' notice of such addi- 
tional studies. Lic;enses to teach as a principal teacher may be granted without 
examination on the basis of a certificate of graduation from the insular normal school 
or from any other accredited normal school, college, or university, provided that 
such ai)i)licant iw)ssesses also an elementary knowledge of the Spanish language, to 
be tested by examination. 

Se(\ 89. No person shall be granted a license to teach in a rural school who has 
not attained the age of seventeen (17) years. No person shall be granted a license 
to teach in the graded schools who has not attained the age of nineteen (19) years 
and who has not had at least one year's experience as a teacher. No person shall 
be granted a license to teach as a principal teacher who has not attained the age of 
twenty-one (21) years and who has not had at least two years' experience as a 
teacher; provided, however, that any person who has finished satisfactorily a two 
years' course in the insular normal school of Porto Rico (exclusive of the prepara- 
tory yi'iir) may be granted a liceuae t« teach, if he possesses the other qualifications, 
without having any other experience as a \feacYi^T*, av\^ ^xcm^^, ^^, that any per- 
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son who has completed the full three years' course in the insular nonnal school of 
Porto Rico, and has received a diploma from said normal school, shall be entitled to 
receive a license to teach as a principal teacher without further examination or fur- 
ther requirements, upon reaching the age of twentv-one (21) years and having had 
one year's experience as a teacher in the schools oi Porto Rico. 

Sec. 40. Teachers of English shall be graduates of a first-class high school, nor- 
mal school, college, or university, or a teacher of extended experience, holding a 
high grade certificate from some State of the United States, or they shall pass an 
examination in the English language, including writing, spelling, reading, and gram- 
mar, arithmetic, geography, history of the United States, physiology, and methods 
of teaching. In every village and city maintaining a graded system of schools there 
shall be at least one teacher of English, and as many more as the commissioner of 
education may appoint. All teachers of English shall be selected and appointed by 
the commissioner of education, and shall perform the duties he may assign to them. 
But in all other respects they shall be subject to the same conditions and regulations 
governing graded teachers. 

Sec. 41. No license to teach in the public schools of Porto Rico shall be issued to 
any person over sixty years of age. 

SUSPENSION AND REMOVAL OF TEACHERS. 

Sec. 42. Teachers shall be suspended from their positions by the commissioner of 
e<iucation or by the school board for cruelty, immorality, incompetency, insubordi- 
nation or negligence in the ])erforman(!e of their <luties, and said commissioner may 
reinstate them or dismiss them and cancel their licenses after an investigation which 
Hhall be held and in which the school board may file a statement and said teachers 
shall be held [heard] in their own defence either verbally or in writing. Provided 
that no suspension by a school board shall be valid for more than five days; and the 
teacher thus suspended shall not be again suspended for the same cause by said 
board during the school year in which the first suspension took plac^c. 

SALARIES OF TEACHERS. 

Sec 43. The salaries of all teachers shall be fixed by the commissioner of educa- 
tion within the limits prescribed by law. In the case*^ of special teachers where no 
such limits are pres(!ribed by law, the salaries shall V)e fixed by sai<l commissioner 
with the advice and consent of the executive council. The salary of any teacher 
may be increased by a school board of any district above the sum fixed by said com- 
missioner provided said increase shall be made for a definite period and shall be 
subject to the approval of the commissioner of education and shall be paid from the 
school funds of said school board and not from those of the department of education 
nor from the funds of the insular treasury. 

Sec. 44. For the purpose of compensation and payment, teachers shall be assigned 
by the commissioner of education to one of three salaried classes. All rural teachers 
shall be divided into three classes beginning on and after July 1, 1908. Those of the 
first class shall receive thirty-five (35) dollars per school month for each month of 
actual service. Those in the second class shall receive thirtv (80) dollars per school 
month for each month of actual service. Those of the third class shall receive twenty- 
five (25) dollars per school month for each month of actual service. 

Sec 45. Graded teachers shall be divided into three classes on and after July 1, 
1903, as follows: Those of the first class shall receive fifty-five (55) dollars per school 
month for each month of actual service. Those of the second class shall receive fifty 
(50) dollars per school month for each month of actual service. Those of the third class 
shall receive forty-five (45) dollars per school mcmth for each month of actual service. 

Sec 46. Principal teachers shall be divided into three classes on and after July 1, 
1903. Those of the first class shall receive eighty (80) dollars per school month for 
each month of actual service; those of the second class shall receive seventy-five 
(75) dollars per school month for each month of actual service; those of the third 
class shall receive seventy (70) dollars per school month for each month of actual 
service. 

Sec 47. Teachers, whether rural, graded, or principal, who receive their licenses 
to teach under the department of education after the passage of this act, shall be 
placed in the third class and may not be advanced to the second class until after 
thev have taught three years in the public schools of Porto Rico. Said teachers 
shall not be advanced to the first class from the second without having taught five 
years in the public schools of Porto Rico. No period of teaching in the public 
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8c*hcN)]H (»f Porto Kifo prior to July 1, 1903, shall be counted in calculating thelen^ 
of Hervi(!t»; i»rovi<UMl, however, that all persons who held a diploma or special certifi- 
trate fn»iii tne insular normal h<'1uk)1 indicating that they have passed successfully at 
least one year of the n*gular course of study in the normal nchool (not including the 
preparatory year), bv reason of the superior advantages which they have enjoyed, 
shall Ik? a<(niitte<l, wlien given a license* to teach by the department of education, to 
the secon<l salarie<l class, immediately upon beginning their work in the public 
schoolh, and provided that all rural, grade<i, and principal teachers in actual service 
during the s<'hool year UK)2-()8 who may be given a license to teach for the school 
year 19().'l-()4 shall l)e assigned to the sec^ind class of their respective grades. 

Skc. 48. Teachers of English shall receive not less than forty (40) nor more than 
sixty (<K)) [dollars] per school month for each month of actual service. Teachers 
from the lJnitt*<l 8tati»s [and] principal teachers in the public schools of Porto 
Rico whose licenses are renewed by the commissioner of education and who pa^ 
a satisfactorv examination under the commissioner indicating that they possess an 
elementary knowledge of both the S[>anish and English languages may be alloted 
[all()tte<l]— in the disiTetion of sai<l cronnnissioner — actual traveling expenses as 
additional compensation in going from their respective posts to New York or other 
port of entry of the I ■nite<l States and in returning from New York or other port of 
departure in the Unit(»d States to their respective posts in Porto Rico during the 
vacation j)eri()d. ProvidtKi that for such traveling expenses no teacher shall in any 
one year Ihj allowed more than one hundred (100) dollars, said allowance for travel- 
ing expenses shall Ixi paid from moneys ap[)ropriated for ** Salaries, common 
schools." 

Sec. 49. Salaries of special teachers shall be fixed by the commissioner of educa- 
tion by and with the consent of the executive council in the absence of specific pro- 
vision of law tixin>^ the salaries of said special teachers. Salaries of rural, graoiwi, 
and principal teachers, and of any other teacher duly appointed by law, shall be paid 
from the fund designated in the annual appropriation act as * Salaries, common 
schools," unless provision is made by the legislature for the payment of said salaries 
under some other item of the annual appropriation act or other act of the legislature. 

DUTIES OF TEACHERS. 

Sec. 50. Teachers shall instruct the pupils in the public schools in all subjects pre- 
scribed in the course of study according to their various grades and the provisions of 
this act. Teachers shall not teach any subjects not authorized in the said course of 
study during the legal school hours. 

Sec. 51. When a teacher on account of illness, or for any other reason of equal 
moment, is prevented from attending to his duties or is compelled to absent himself 
from the schoolroom during legal school hours, he shall at once notify the principal 
of the school and his district school superintendent or the secretary of the district 
school board, or both, and it shall be the duty of the said district superintendent and 
secretary of the school board to notify the commissioner of education immediately 
by telegraph or by the qui<'.kest means of communication available and said commis- 
sioner shall uj)on receipt of such notification appoint a legally qualified substitute 
to serve until the regular teacher can resume his duties or a successor is legally 
appointed. In all such cases the regular teacher can only resume his or her own 
work upon the approval of the school board and the commissioner of education. 

Sec 52. All teai^hers in actual service or holding a license to teach, during the 
period for which said license is valid, are considered as officials or employees of the 
insular government and shall not take an active part in any election of canvass or 
attempt to canvass or to control any vote or voters (other than their own individual 
vote) for or against any candidate or candidates or to talk at any political convention 
or to permit their names to be used as members of political committees or subcom- 
mittees without first resigning their position and asking to have their license can- 
celled. Any violation of this section shall be considered good cause for the cancella- 
tion of a teacher's license. 

Sec. 53. Teachers iti the public schools of Porlo Rico shall at all times treat their 
pupils humanely and kindly, and the commissioner of education shall prescribe the 
necessary rules and regulations for the discipline of the pupils in the public schools 
and for the enforcement of the spirit of this act. Teachers may suspend, and the 
school board may permanently exclude from public schools under their jurisdiction, 
pupils of bad moral character, or who are insubordinate or who possess or are 
exposed to infectious diseases. 

selection of teachers. 

Sec 54. Teachers other than teachers of English and special teachers as defined 
in section 24 [should read sectVon ^■\ oi l\v\^ «lc\,, iox \Xi^ ^^blic schools of Porto 
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Rico, shall be selected in the following manner: The school board by a majority 
vote shall, on or before July first, of each and every j^ear, certify to the commissioner 
of education the names of any teachers legally qualified whom they desire to elect 
for the next ensuing school year. After 12 o'clock noon on July 1st, of each and 
every year, there shall be made up aa speedily as possible in the oflSce of the com- 
missioner of education a list for each municipality of all the legally qualified teach- 
ers whose names have been sent to the commissioner of education by the school 
boards and received at the oflice of said commissioner prior to July 1, at the hour of 
noon, and whose names have been previously certified to by the respective school 
boards of each municipality, and said lists shall be signed by said commissioner and 
his seal aflBxed thereto and shall become part of the official records of the depart- 
ment of education, and henceforth be known as the oflScial lists for the given year 
of the said respective municipalities. The said commissioner shall return the list 
for each municipality to the school board of said municipality on or before August 
first, of each and every year, with his approval or disapproval of each teacher so 
nominated. The school boards shall then proceed to elect for the schools of their 
respective districts according to law, from the teachers approved by the commis- 
sioner on said oflicial list, the teachers for the next ensuing year. No names shall 
be added to such official list unless the number of teachers approved by the com- 
missioner is not sufficient to fill all the places for which the school board is author- 
ized to make provision, and until after all of the persons approved on said official 
list shall have been elected by the school board to a school in said district. The 
names of the additional teachers required shall then be submitted, first, to the 
commissioner of education, the board proceeding in like manner as in the case ol 
the teachers on the official lists. After having been approved by said commissioner 
additional teachers thus nominated shall then be elected by the school board in a 
like manner as the teachers who appeared on the official lists. No applicant for a 
school shall be certified to the commissioner of education by any school board 
unless said applicant possesses a valid license to teach bearing the signature of the 
commissioner of education and the seal of the department. School boards shall 
give public notice of all vacancies in the schools under their jurisdiction in at least 



present 

within the third degree of consanguinity or second degree of affinity of a member of 
the school board. Teachers not thus related shall be nominated or elected upon a 
majority vote of those present at any legal meeting of the board. 

Sec. 55. Teachers of English and'all special teachers shall be appointed directly 
by the commissioner of education and shall perform such duties as he may assign to 
them, provided that teachers of English shall have the qualifications specified in 
section 30 [should read section 40] of this act, and all special teachers shall have the 
qualifications usually appertaining to teachers of their respective branches and shall 
have first been granted a license as such special teacher by the department of educa- 
tion. The commissioner of education may appoint not more than five rural, graded, 
or principal tea'chers in each school district as teachers at large for the purpose of 
substituting in the place of teachers regularly chosen in the schools of said district 
which [whom] said commissioner is hereby authorized to remove from their schools 
for a period not exceeding three months in any one school year and to assign to study 
in the insular normal school, allowing the teachers thus temporarily absent from their 
schools full pay and paying said substitute teachers the salary pursuant to law apper- 
taining to their respective grades, provided that the salaries thus paid to teachers 
pursuing their studies in the insular normal school for the entire period for which 
they are absent from their schools shall be paid from moneys specially appropriated 
for "Salaries, teachers' institutes, and sumn)er normal schools." 

In any town having four or more graded schools in one building for which no 
principal teacher is provided, the commissioner of educa,tion may designate one of 
the graded teachers of said town as acting principal with the usual duties and respon- 
sibilities of a principal teacher, and said acting principal shall receive for said services, 
in addition to his regular salary as fixed by law, the further sum of ten dollars per 
month during the period of such actual service and to be paid from the funds 
appropriated for ** Salaries, common schools." 

Sec. 56. Immediately after the election of a teacher in the manner prescribed by 
law, the officers of a school board shall sign a written contract with said teacher upon 
blanks furnished by the department of education for that purpose, engaging him to 
teach for the following school year. Such contracts shall be m triplicate, one copy 
to be retained and filed by the secretary of the school > oard, one copy to be delivered 
to the teacher, and one copy to be forwarded to the commissioner of education. The 
commissioner of education may annul any contract betNv^^x^. «b ^0[vciQ\\^^x$^'«sA'<^^ 
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U»acher for cause, in accordance with ne^'tion 40 [42] of this act, and if the board 
neglect** to till the vacancy thus caut^ed within ten (10) davs after notification that 
such contract has Ihhmi annulled, the connnissioner of educatfon may appoint a teacher 
for the remainder of the school year. 
Skc. 57. In any contrat't l)etween the school lx)ard8 and teachers providing for the 

{)ayment of house rent, salary, or other items contracted for in cases where the insu- 
af government pays the salary or part of the same, the commissioner of education 
is hereby authorize<i to enforce'the contract. After ten days* written notice of failure 
on the part of the treasurer of the school board to pAV when due the amounts con- 
tracted under the school laws of Porto Rico, said written notice having been mailed 
by the commissioner of (niucation to the president of the school board and to the 
alcalde of the citv or town, the audit^)r is hereby authorized to withhold from the 
next succeeding disbursement of municipal taxes to said municipality a sum suffi- 
cient, according to the certified statiMnent of the commissioner of education, to pay 
the claim of such contract with teachers in said municipality, and the auditor is 
hereby dire<'te<l to approve such claims and the treasurer will pay the same from 
moneys withheM from the funds of the numicipalities. 

MrXICirAUTIES TO PROVIDE SCHOOLUOrsES AND HOUSE RENT FOR TEACHERS. 

Sec. 5H. Municii>alities shall provide rooms or buildings for schools and necessary 
offices for school boards and district school suj)erintendent8 wherever public build- 
ings in the ccmtrol of said numicipality are available for such purposes. Wherever 
possible the nmnicipalitv shall construct public school buildings, erected and furnished 
according to i)lans authorized by the connnissioner of education and suitable for 
graded schools. Where the nmnicipalitv provides such building, additional teachers 
sutticient for six grades will l)e furnished as needed. 

Se*'. 59. From the school funds at their disposal the school boards shall pay the 
house rent of teachers. The school lx)ards shall make a cash allowance to teachers 
for house rent as follows: For rural tea<*hers not less than three (3) dollars per month 
and not more than eight (8) dollars per month for each and every school month in 
which the teacher is actually engage<l; graded, principal, and special teachers not 
less than ten (10) dollars nor more than fifteen (15) dollars per month for each and 
every school month in which the teacher is actually engaged. Said rent of [or] 
allowance shall in every case he made a part of the contract or agreement between 
the teacher, the school board, and the commissioner of education, all of whom shall 
agree to the rent or allowance so specified. 

COMPriJSORY ATTENDANCE. 

Sec. 60. When a pupil enters a public school of Porto Rico and is enrolled as a 
member of the school the pupil shall be regarded as a member of the school until 
legally dismissed by the proper authorities. Regular and prompt attendance of such 
pupilshall be compulsory, and the alcalde of the municipality shall' enforce attend- 
ance and the justice of the peace shall publicly reprimand parents upon the complaint 
of the alcalde, school board, or district superintendent, or commissioner of education, 
for failure to have their children regularly in school after they are once enrolle<l, 
and for a second offense may impose a fine upon said parents, if responsible for such 
default, of not more than five dollars, and for a third offense of not more than ten 
dollars; and in default of payment of said fines duly imposed the justice of the peace 
may sentence the father, mother, or custodian of a child not regularly in school to 
imprisonment not to exceed five days. When any school board has a school regu- 
larly equipped whose enrollment is less than its capacity the municipal authorities 
may enforce the attendance of children between the ages of eight and eleven years 
who reside within a reasonable distance of said school and are eligible to admission 
and whose parents are able to send them. 

NIGHT SCHOOI^S. 

Sec. 61. The commissioner of education, upon application of twenty young persons 
unable to attend day school for justified reasons, may establish a night school and 
may close the same when the average attendance inj^ [in any] one month does not 
reach twelve students. Adults may be admitted to night schools when in the judg- 
ment of the local school authorities they are able to profit by the instruction offered 
and their presence in the said night school will not operate to the exclusion of 
eligible young persons who desire admission. 
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Sl'PERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

Sec. 62. Superintendents of schools shall be at all times under the immediate con- 
trol and guidance of the commissioner of education, who shall prescri1t)e their duties. 
They shall in every respect consistent with the welfare of the schools cooperate 
with and assist their respective school boards in the performance of their duties 
under the law. They shall receive the cordial support and assistance of the officers 
and members of the school boards and of the teacners of the schools in the district 
and of the parents of the children in their schools; and their functions as represent- 
atives of the commissioner of education shall he respected and ol)eyed. They shall 
be furnished by their school boards with a suitable office for the transaction of their 
public business or office rent in lieu thereof, but with no house rent. They shall 
make an annual report to the commissioner of education on the condition of the 
schools in their districts. Said report shall be presented June first of (»ach and every 
year. They shall make such additional reports, statistical or otherwise, as the said 
commissioner may direct. 

SCHOOL TAXATION. 

Sec 63. For the fiscal year l)eginning July first, nineteen hundred and two, and 
ending the thirtieth day of June, nineteen hundred and three, and for every suc- 
ceeding fiscal year, in addition to the regular taxes of which according to law at least 
15 per cent and not more than 25 per cent must be set aside as a school fund, the 
ayuntamientos may levy a property tax to be known as a "school tax," and not to 
exceed one-tenth of 1 per cent of the assessed value of all real and personal property 
of the respective municipality, in accordance with the assessment made by the treas- 
urer of Porto Rico to levy and collect the insular propertv tax. 

Sec. 64. The ayuntamiento of each municipality shall decide on or before the 
twentieth day of June of each and every year whether such additional tax shall be 
levied and shall fix the rate within the limit allowed by the first part of this section, 
basing the same upon reports of the respective school boards situated in each munic- 
ipality and in accordance with the needs for school funds in whatsoever manner 
cletennine [determined], and shall notifiy the treasurer of Porto Rico immediately 
upon the adoption of the resolution fixing said rate. The treasurer of Porto Rico 
shall collect the school tax hereby established in the same form and subject to 
the rules provided for by an act entitled "An ac*t to provide revenue for the people 
of Porto Rico, and for other purposes," approved January thirty-first, nineteen 
hundred and one, and said official shall pay pursuant to law to the treasurer of 
ea<^'h school board in the months of March and September of each year the amounts 
collected during the six preceding months as school taxes in each of the respective 
school districts. 

Sec. 65. The amount accruing to the treasury of each municipality on account of 
school taxes hereby established shall be devoted solely to school purposes. 

SPECIAL DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION. 

Se(\ 66. The commissioner of education being required by act of Congress of April 
twelve, nineteen hundred, to supervise education in Porto Kico, he shall to comply 
with said act aj)prove all disbursements made on account thereof; he shall appoint, 
from time to time, supervisors or su])erintendents of schools, who shall be subject to 
the commisijioner in all respects; he shall prepare and promulgate all courses of study 
for the school [schools]; he shall conduct all examinations for teachers' certificates 
and issue licenses or certificates to teachers; he shall fix the salaries of teachers, pro- 
vide<l always the amounts so designated shall not be in conflict with law; he shall 
select and purchase all school books, supplies, and e(|uipnients necessary for the proper 
conduct of education, except as otherwise provided bv law; he shall api)rove all plans 
for public school buildings to be erected in Porto Rico; he shall require and collect 
such statistics and reports from school boards, superintendents, and teachers as he 
may from time to time deem necessary to the welfare of the school system and he 
shall formulate such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary for the effective 
administration of his office. 

Sec. 67. The commissioner of education shall, on or before the first day of October 
of each year, transmit to the governor a full report of the operations of his depart- 
ment, ot all expenditures made therein, together with such statements, facts, and 
explanations concerning the educational system of the island, and such suggestions 
and recommendations as he may deem appropriate. 
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HTri)ENT8 T<) BE HENT TO THE UNITED STATES. 

Sec. 68. Then* nhall be 8ele<'te<l annually, as hereinafter provided, a number of 
poor younj? men of robunt constitution and good conduct, wno shall be sent to the 
Unittnl SUitt»8 and niaintaine<l there at the expense of the people of Porto Rico for a 
period not to exceed five years devoted to the study of such subjects as the com- 
mission hereinafter nrovideu may detennine. The number of young men upon whom 
this privile>?e shall oe bestowed shall at no time be in excess of twenty-five, and the 
total expeuHt^s in eac*h case shall not exceed the sum of four hundred dollars per 
annum. The young men thus selecte<l shall be sent to the United States as soon as 
provisions have been made for them in accordance with this act. 

8ec. 69. The president of the executive amncil and the speaker of the house of 
delegatt^s tojfi»ther with the (^)mmissioner of education shall form a commission that 
shall priM)are the rules under which these young men shall be selected and shall have 
charge of them during the time they are engaged in study under this act. 

Sec. 70. The commission shall keep regularly informed of the conduct and progress 
of each IxMieficiary and secun* all other data tHat they may consider necessary. They 
may also withdraw support from any beneficiary upon proper proofe being presented 
of miscohduct or bad faith of any beneficiary under this act. 

Se(\ 71. By and with the recommendation of the commissioner of education for the 
island of Porto Rico there shall be maintained each year twenty good and worthy 
young men and women from Porto Rico in the United States to lie educated in the 
various arts and trades that may best qualify them to assist in the improvement of 
conditions of Porto Rico. 

Sec. 72. T^ch person receiving said appointment shall receive from the general 
government of Porto Rico a sum not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum and shall pursue the studies or trades as agreed upon by the said commis- 
sioner of education and the applicant before finally receiving said appointment. 

Sec. 78. The colleges or institutions desijjnated to which the said students shall 
attend are Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia, and Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, 
Alabama, and such other similar educational institutions as the commissioner of 
education may from time to time specify. 

Sec. 74. The commissioner of education shall have the right to cancel or withdraw 
the support at any time upon proper proofs being presented* of misconduct or bad 
faith of any of the beneficiaries included under this act subject to the approval of 
the executive council. 

Sec 75. There shall be sent to the commissioner of education from the authorities 
of the college or institution at which the said students are in attendance a quarterly 
report of the conduct and advancement of each student so attending. 

Sec 76. The students who may receive the appointments shall at no time exceed 
twenty in number, ten voung men and ten young women, and no one shall receive 
the l)enefits of this act for a longer term than four years. 

Sec 77. The twenty beneficiaries referred to in section 72 [71] shall in no case be 
sent from the same district or county, and the commissioner of education shall there- 
fore confer this favor with the greatest equity among all the young persons of the 
island. A necessary qualification shall be that the parents of the ifcneficiaries shall 
be poor. 

teachers' pension. 

Sec 78. The teachers' pension fund shall be administered as follows: (a) A com- 
mittee of three teachers selected by the commissioner of education shall receive and 
file all claims sent by teachers who believe themselves entitled to a pension and 
shall also attend to making the ''expedientes'* in every particular case, requesting 
from the applicants each and every paper or document required by the **derechos 
pasivos del magisterio de primera enseiianza de Puerto Rico" actually in force, (b) 
These expedientes or records shall be sent to the commissioner of education for his 
examination and classification and he shall refer the same to the honorable governor 
of Porto Rico for approval, (c) The decision in every case shall be "reported by the 
commissioner of eaucation to the interested person, to whom a credential shall be 
issued setting forth the applicant's right to the pension and the amount to which the 
pensioner is entitled. 

SCHOOL FOR TRAINED NURSES. 

Sec 79. The commissioner of education with the advice of the superior board of 
health shall establish three schools for the training of nurses in the island of Porto 
Rico, one of which shall be located in the city of San Juan, another at Ponce, and 
the third in the city of Mayagiiez. 
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Sec. 80. Said commissioner of education, upon nomination of the superior board of 
health, shall employ three trained nurses, graduated from schools in the United 
States of approved standing, as instructors of said schools, and is hereby given power 
to fix their compensation. 

Sec. 81. The commissioner of education and the president of the superior board of 
health shall make rules and regulations as to the management and administration of 
said schools. No person under eighteen years of age shall be admitted to the said 
schools nor any person whose physical conditions and mental attainments shall not 
qualify her for the work of a tramed nurse. Instruction in the said schools is to be 
free. 

Sec 82. The sum of one thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the maintenance of any of 
the schools provided for in section 80 [79] of this act. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 

Sec. 83. The commissioner of education is hereby authorized to establish, equip, 
and maintain with any funds allotted or appropriated to the use of the department 
of education of Porto Rico and not required for any other purposes at least three 
industrial or manual training schools for the education of the youth of Porto Kico. 
Said schools shall be designed and equipped to afford a practical education jfor the 
pupils, both male and female, who shall be received therein, in some occupation or 
trade of a mechanical or industrial character. Competent teachers who shall be prac- 
tical mechanics, artisans, or persons thoroughly equipped by education to instruct 
pupils of said schools in such mechanical or industrial branches as shall be taught 
m said schools, shall be from time to time employed by the commissioner of education, 
as the deeds and necessities of said schools and the means at his disposal for said 
purpose shall require and permit. 

Sec. 84. The first three of said schools to be established by the commissioner of 
education, under the authority hereby granted, shall be located in the cities of San 
Juan, Ponce, and Mayagiiez, respectively, in the order herein named. In the city 
of San Juan, the commisnioner of education shall be authorized to take possession of 
any public building which the commissioner of the interior may be able to provide 
in place of the building partially destroyed by fire some time since, situated in said 
city of San Juan and which contained a partial equipment of machinery and appli- 
ances, for the use of a school of the character herein designated, and to repair and 
fix up such a building and to have the use of same, together with the partial equip- 
ment heretofore mentioned. For the construction and equipment of such other 
manual training schools as may be established under the terms of this act, the said 
commissioner of education is authorized to receive and accept donations of assistance 
in the way of lands, machinery, equipments, or buildings which may be offered for 
the purpose by the community where said school is to be located or from any person 
who shall offer puch donation' 

Sec 85. The courses of instruction in the schools contemplated by this act shall be 
such as may be prescribed by the commissioner of education, and the said schools 
when so established shall become and be maintained as a part of the general educa- 
tional system of Porto Rico under the supervision and direction of the commissioner 
of education. Said commissioner of education is authorized to fully equip said school 
wuth all the necessary machinery, apparatus, and accessories requisite to the teach- 
ing and instructing of the pupils therein in such of the mechanical or industrial 
branches as may be designated to be taught in said schools, and to hire all necessary 
assistants and teachers, providing for the organization of such schools as a portion 
and branch of the department of education, under the control of the commissioner 
of education of Porto Rico, and after the construction and e<iuipment of such schools 
the same shall be maintained out of appropriations for the support and maintenance 
of said department. 

Sec. 86. The commissioner of education shall provide such rules and regulations as 
may be proper for the admission of boys and girls of Porto Rico as pupils in such 
schools as may be established under the terms of this act, the courses of study and 
training to be pursued therein, the discipline thereof, and he shall he authorized to 
make such other regulations as may be necessary in order that the most impartial 
distribution of the l)enefits to be derived from the practical education to be ^iven at 
said schools shall be afforded to the most worthy applicants for the privilege of 
becoming pupils in said schools. 

ARBOR DAY. 

Sec 87. The first Friday of the month of Decern l)er in each year shall be known 
throughout the island as arbor day, and it shall be a hoUd«>.^ m^\\.\Xv<i^\5J^^^'©sSsx^^^ 
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in charv of tin* cniimiissioner <>f tMlucation. It nhall l>e the <luty of the said com- 
misHioruT to rauK» the K-holan* in every public wthool in the i8]an<l to be assembled 
in tlie whool huihlinj?, or elnewhere at* he may deem proper, and to provide for 
and cMHidiU't under the j^eueral hU|»erviHion of the local whool l)oard, or other chief 
oftieerH having; tlu' jreneral overHij^ht of the public si'hools in eai^h municipality 
or dintrict, HUfh exerci»*es a*< shall tend to encourajje the planting, protection, and 
prt»8ervation of tret»?* an<i Hhrul)^, and an aiipiaintance with the bet?t methods to be 
a<lopte<l X*} a<'<'onipliHh hucIi reHultn. 

Sw. HS. The coniinishioniT of e<lucation shall have jX)wer to prescribe from time 
to time a course «»f exercis<* and instniction in the subjectn hereinbefore mentioned, 
which shall be adopte<l and ol>serve<i by the public school authorities on arbfjr day, 
and upon receipt of c(>pies of such coursi*, 8ufiicient in numl>er to supply all the 
H4'li<K)ls uinler their sui)t»rvision. tlie Hch(M)l suiH^rvisors [superintendent] shall 
iiromptly provide each of the s4"h<M)ls under tlieir charge with a copy and shall caupe 
it to Ik» ol)servc<l. 

ITHLICATION OF THE 8CH(X)L LAW. 

Sfm'. S9. Immediately upon the a])proval of this act the conunissioner of e<lucation 
shall compile and publish in pamphlet form in the English and Spanish languages, 
the laws and regulations in force relating to public education in Porto Rico. Sdd 
pamphlet shall contain anv additional rules and regulations necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this act wfiich the commissioner of e<lucation may deem necessary 
for the guidance and inf<>rmation of the school authorities and teairhersof Porto Rico. 

REI'EALIN(J CLAUSE. 

Sec. ^K). All laws, <lecrees, military orders, or oarts of the same in conflict with 
this act 1h*, and the same are hereby, re|)ealed. This act shall l)e known as thecodi- 
lie<l 8<*hool law and shall constitute section 7 of the political code. 

Sec. 91. This act shall take effect sixty days after its approval, except section 22 
[should read section 21] thereof, which shall take effect July first, nineteen hundred 
and three. 

Ai)proved, :March 12th, 190.S. 



KCLES AND KwilLATIONS, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 

[Approved by the Coiiiniissioner of Kdiuution under authority of law in pursuance of sections .t3, 66, 
and S9 of the Cominled Sch(K)l Law, the Organic Act, and other legislative sanction.] 

/. Reneirah of tciu-ltern' firensei*. — All licenses to teach are issued only for the current 
school year. At the expiration of the school year for which they are issued, hold- 
ers not teaching in the jniblic schools should send their licenses to the depart- 
ment for renewal. If the holder has taught in the public schools during the year, 
his license will be i)romptly renewed, provided the records in the department of his 
teaching work are satisfactory. Applications for renewals from others than public 
school teachers in actual service should l)e made in writing and state definitely what 
teaching or other tHlucational work the applicant has done during the year, or what 
studies he has [)ursued and under whose direction. If he has taught in private schools 
or has l)een engajred in other kinds of educational work, or has continue<i his own 
reading and study along the lines or subjects in which he originally passed his exami- 
nation for a teacher's license, the department will investigate his year's record and 
renew or refuse to renew his license solely upon ttie evidence or lack of evidence of his 
suctress as a teacher or his endeavor to maintain and improve his intellectual attain- 
ments as indicated in the examination he passed at the time his licence was granted. 

A license to teach is merelv a permit granted for a limited time. It is not a 
diploma setting forth the results of a course of study or of work done. A diploma 
is a permanent record of something completed. A license to teach indicates an esti- 
mate or a judgment of the temi)orary or present value placed on a diploma, exami- 
nation, or other evidence of past a(!hievements and is therefore subject to change. 
The burden of proof, therefore, always rests upon the applicant for renewal oi a 
license, to show that he has kept his own equipment at least up to the standard 
demanded of new candidates for teachers' licenses. 

;?. Piviment of teachers' salaries and allowances for sick leave. — Beginning with the 
school year 1903-4 and thereafter until further notice, payment of teachers' salaries 
will be made as follows: 
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All payments are based on the days of actual teaching, twenty days constituting a 
gchool month and entitling a teacher to a month's pay at the rate specified in his con- 
tract approved by the department of education. Any legal holiday falling on a school 
day, or other school day on which the schools are closed bj^ order of the commissioner 
of education, will be counted as a day of teaching in computing salaries, also any school 
day on which a teacher may be assigned to special duty or be excused from teaching on 
^'ritten order or permission from the commissioner of education, also any school day 
on which a teacher is absent from his school by reason of sickness or by reason of 
the death or burial of a member of his immediate family or of a parent or grand- 
j)arent, or of a relative who is a resident member of his household, provided absences 
on account of sickness or death are reported with the greatest promptness possible 
to the school superintendent of the district or to the department, and provided fur- 
ther that no allowance of pay for absence on account of sickness or death shall be 
made for more than two consecutive days nor for more than three days in any one 
school month. Teachers may be excused from teaching for longer periods without 
prejudice to their positions upon application to the school superintendent of their 
district or to the department, in which case, if possible, substitute teachers will be 
supplied and the regular teacher will be permitted to return to his position when 
able to do so, but all such absences must be without pay. 

3. Vacation leave for mperintendents of schools. — School superintendents are subject 
to the same rules respecting leaves of absence that apply to employees in the office 
force of the department of education. In the discretion of the commissioner of edu- 
dation, they may be granted leave of absence with full pay, whenever the needs of 
the public service will permit, for a ])eriod not exceeding a total of thirty days in any 
one calendar year, with an additional allowance of six days for travel each way in 
case their leave of absence includes permission to go to the States. They may cumu- 
late this leave and be given sixty days with travel allowance, provided that period 
covers all leave of absence granted in a period of two years, in accordance with the 
provisions of law regulating leaves of absence for Government employees. No super- 
intendent shall leave his district without authorization from the department and 
when such authorization is given for other than public business the time of such 
absence may be considered part of vacation leave. 

4' Corporaf ptmishment. — The use of corporal punishment in the schools of Porto 
Rico is not approved by the department of education except as a last resort and to 
maintain the dignity and proper discipline of the school. It is not prohibited by the 
laws of Porto Rico, which merely state that cruel or inhumane treatment of children, 
whether in school or out of school, is prohibited. Section 53 of the (Compiled School 
Law and sections 162 to 170, inclusive, of the Revised Statutes and Codes of Porto 
Rico, 1902, being the text of "An act to prohibit the exploitation of minor children, 
and for other purposes," should be consulted. Children should be given to under- 
stand that they may be punished by their teachers in accordance with these rules in 
case they disobey the rules laid down by their teachers for the government of their 
schools, or in case they are incorrigible or do not respond to other measures which 
may be used for their ('orrection and discipline. For the guidance of teachers the 
following general instructions are given: 

1. C^orporal punishment shall be inflicted only in cases of immoral conduct or 
insubordination. 

2. In schools where there are principals or acting principals, corporal punishment 
should l)e inflicted only by that otiicer and in the presence of two other teachers, 
preferably after school hours, and not in the presence of other pupils. 

8. In rural schools punishment may be adndnistered by the teacher, but must be 
in the presence of two patrons of the school, called in as witnesses. In this case 
also punishment should be administered after school hours, and not in the presence 
of other pupils. 

4. Teachers shall not strike pupils on the head or any other i)art of the body where 
they may receive severe or permanent injury. 

5* Corporal i)unishment shall be administered by the use of a light ruler or of a 
light switch or strap without a buckle or other piece of metal. 

.5. Duties of principals and teachers. — The responsibility for the maintenance of good 
schools rests upon the principals and teachers of Porto Rico. They are supposed to 
know the school law and to familiarize themselves as far as possible with all reports 
of the department of education so that they may understand its aims and its plans, 
so far as the general educational policy that it is pursuing is concerned. They are 
expected to work sympathetically and harmoniously with the department and to 
give it their full confidence and to look to it as their best friend and helper in all 
that makes for success in their work. A teacher who does not have confidence in 
the department, in its intentions and purposes, should sever his connection with the 
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teaching fon*e. Ho should always appeal first to the department and not write 
articles to the newspapers or engage in discussion or gossip with his neighbors about 
things which concern nrimarily his relations with the department of education. 
He is expected to take the initiative in doing everything he can for the good of the 
schools. So long as his acts are not inconsistent with the school laws or general 
policy of the dei)artinent, every teacher and princi|)al w^ll be sustained by the 
department. A few of the more general duties pertaining to teachers and principals 
may be ennnierateil as follows: 

(a) DUTIES OF PRINCIPAL TEACIIEK8. 

1. Principals of jHiblic schools shall keep a register in which shall be noted the 
name, age, sex, color, date of entry, date of promotion from one grade to another, 
and the attendance of each pupil; also the name, residence, and occupation of the 
parents or guardians of the pupils. This register shall alwavs be at the disposition 
of the commissioner of education or his representatives ana of the memtNers of the 
school boards. 

2. Principals shall keep a register of the daily attendance of the teachers who are 
under their direction, requiring them to sign their names in this book at the open- 
ing of 8<'hool and to note the exact hour of their arrival. 

3. Principals are responsible to the commissioner of education or his representa- 
tives for the organization, discipline, and distribution of work in their schools, and 
they are responsible to the school l)oard for the care of the buildings and public 
property. 

4. Principals shall assist the school superintendents in the distribution of their 
books and materials provided by the department. 

5. Principals shall see that the school building are kept clean and in good order. 

6. Principals shall matriculate and classify pupils of the schools placed under their 
care, subject to the general direction and guidance of the school superintendents. 

7. Principals shall bring together as frequently as possible the teachers under their 
direction and explain to them the methods of teaching and the course of study, and 
also consider witn them the best means of improving the schools. 

8. Principals shall keep in a book provided for this purpose all instructions they 
may receive from the school superintendents, and shall pass this book around among 
the other teachers, in order that they may familiarize themselves with the instruc- 
tions of the superintendent. 

9. Principals shall see that the schools under their charge are open at the hour 
fixed for the opening of schools and that the teachers devote themselves exclusively 
to the instruction of their pupils during school hours, maintaining good discipline, 
and that they conduct themselves with propriety and follow faithfully the course of 
study laid down by the commissioner of education. 

10. Principals shall not permit any person to visit their schools with the object of 
selling merchandise or advertising books, publications, concerts, exhibitions, or any 
other business enterprise without the written permission of the commissioner of 
education. 

11. Principals are required to have the correct time and to see that the clocks in 
their school rooms are regulated to keep the correct time. 

12. Principals shall see that at the end of the school month all of the monthly 
reports for the schools under their direction are filled out in the form required and 
placed at the disposition of the school superintendent. . 

13. Principals are responsible for the faithful execution and performance of all the 
rules and regulations laid down for their respective schools. 

14. Principals are responsible for the maintenance of discipline in all the schools 
under their direction. 

15. Principals shall report upon the work, conduct, etc., of all the teachers under 
their direction so far as it is possible to observe the same in addition to attending to 
their duties in their own classes. Such reports shall be given the school superintend- 
ents or school boards when asked for. 

16. Principals shall send a report on the condition of the school property to the 
school boards when requested to do so. 

17. Principals shoulcl hold themselves in readiness for such additional work as may 
be required by the commissioner of education or his representatives. 

(b) DUTIES OF TEACHERS. 

1. Teachers shall always respect the authority of principals and shall not interfere 
with or usurp their rights or duties. 
2. Teachers shall be in their tespecWve qg\\oo\^ «i,\.\«»at twenty minutes before the 
opening of the classes, admitting to tYveix eXaaa-toorcv^ \^^ ^w^^^^^^^ ^«?sff^ to enter. 
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3. Teachers shall keep a record book, provided by the department, in accordance 
with the instructions given in said book. 

4. Teachers shall be responsible for the proper care and protection of text-books 
and the economic use of school materjals supplied by the department. 

5. Teachers are prohibited from closing their schools during school hours unless 
obliged to do so for some absolutely necessary cause, in which case they shall imme- 
diately notify their principal or school superintendent of the district, but in no case 
shall a teacher appoint a substitute. 

6. Teachers should study the characteristics of the pupils of their respective classes, 
and by means of kindness and persuasive disciplinary measures they should endeavor 
to win their affection and cooperation. Teachers should always be examples of dignity, 
courtesy, and kindly spirit. 

7. Teachers are charged with the dut^ of overseeing the conduct of their pupils, 
not only in the class room, but also during the recesses, and they are jointly respon- 
sible with the parents or guardians for their conduct from the time they leave home 
for school until they return to their homes. 

8. Teachers shall be responsible to the school boards for the proper care of public 
property and for the fulfillment of their duties as prescribed by law. 

9. At the end of the school month teachers shall fill out in proper form the monthly 
reports and give same to their school superintendent. 

10. Teachers shall follow at all times the directions or orders of the commissioner 
of education or his representatives. 

11. Teachers should study the school laws, and specially those which refer to 
teachers in the public schools. 



THE LAW ESTABLISHING THE UNIVERSITY OF PORTO RICO. 

AN ACT to establish the University of Porto Rioo, to amend section 973 [923] of the Civil Code of 
Porto Rico, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted hy the legislative assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. That an institution of higher learning is hereby established, to be 
known as the University of Porto Rico. 

Sec. 2. That the universitv thus established shall provide the inhabitants of Porto 
Rico as soon as possible with the means of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the 
various branches of literature, science, and useful arts, including agriculture and 
mechanical trades, and with professional and technical courses in medicine, law, 
engineering, pharmacy, and in the science and art of teaching. 

Sec. 3. The government of the university shall be vested in a board of trustees 
composed of the governor of Porto Rico as a member and its honorary president, 
the commissioner of education as a member and its president, the attorney -general, 
the secretary and the treasurer of Porto Rico as ex officiis members, and six other 
members, one of whom shall be the speaker of the house of delegates, to be appointed 
by the governor of Porto Rico for a term of three years. Provided that the first six 
trustees thus appointed by the governor of Porto Rico shall be for terms of one year, 
two years, and three years, respectively, and that after the first year two trustees 
shall be appointed in each and every year by the governor of Porto Rico for a term 
of three years. The governor of Porto Rico shall have power to fill all vacancies in 
the board of trustees for the unexpired term. 

Sec. 4. The board of trustees shall constitute a body corporate under the name of 
**The trustees of the University of Porto Rico,'^ with the right as such of suing and 
being sued, of making contracts, of making and using a common seal and altering the 
same, of holding and transferring property, both real and personal for the university. 
Six members present in person shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any 
business, but a less number may adjourn from time to time and fix the time for meet- 
ing after such adjournment. The meetings of the board may be called at such times 
as it shall prescribe, but all meetings shall be at the university. No person connected 
with the university as professor, tutor, teacher, or other employee receiving a salary 
in said university may at the same time be a trustee of the university, and no trustee 
shall be entitled to or paid anv compensation for his services as trustee, provided 
that trustees may be allowed, oy special action of the board in each and every case 
voted upon separately, necessary traveling expenses while engaged upon university 
business. 

Sec. 5. The board of trustees shall elect from their own number a vice-president, 
who shall perform all the duties of the president of the board in his absence, and 
when both are absent the board may elect from their own nutaber «.^^^^\vlsx^^^^<^~ 
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teni., wlio for the time \mn^ iiiav act as president and do and perform all acts 
re<iuirtHi of the ])reHident. It shafl \ye the chity of the president to sign all (X)ntTact8, 
oniers, and every pai)er ohli^tin^ the university for a valuable consideration, and 
such contract, order, or paper nhall Ik? attested by the secretary with the seal of the 
tniHtees thereto attache<l. 

Sec. 6. The trustees shall elect a secretary and treasurer, who shall be one and the 
same person, wliose duty it shall l)e to receive and receipt for all moneys of the uni- 
versity; keej) all accounts which may l>e directe<l to l)e kept bv the board; keep 
inventories of all projH^rty of the university as minutely as may he directed by the 
board; kiH*i> all records of their transactions as they may require and otherwise do 
such clerical and executive work as may from time to time be directed by the board, 
and who shall at all times l)t» under the inunediate direction and authority of the 
president of the Inward exce[)t as otherwise explicitly directed by the laws of Porto 
Rico or the re<|uirements of the l)oard. 

He(\ 7. The president of the board of trustees shall be the chancellor of the uni- 
versity, and as such shall jHjrform the duties usually appertaining to such office. 
The board shall have power to enact ordinances, by-laws, and regulations for the 
government of the university, to fix, increase, and reduce the number of professors, 
teachei-s, and other employees of the university, appoint or remove the same, deter- 
mine the amount of their salaries, and to pn?scribe their duties, provided that no 
course of study, no subie;'t of instruction, and no course of lectures or rec*itations may 
l)e inaugurated or put in force without the written approval of the commissioner of 
education for Porto Kico having been tirst obtained by the board. 

Sec. 8. The university shall consist of the following departments, to be organized 
in the order of their importance as 8(X)n as the necessary funds may be available, and 
it shall be the duty of the board of trustees to appeal to the philanthropy of public- 
spirited citizens of Porto Rico and of the several States of the United States for gifts 
and bequests of money, books, buildings, and ecpiipment for this purpose, in addition 
to such financial assistance as the government of Porto Rico may have given or may 
give the university for its endowment: 

(1) A normal department, to be known as the insular normal school, for the train- 
ing of teachers in the subjects taught in the public schools of Porto Rico and to be 
supported by annual appropriations by the legislative assembly. 

(2) An agricultural and mechanical department, for the training of teachers and for 
the promotion of agriculture and the mechanic arts, to be maintained in conformity 
with the requirement^ of an act of Congress approved August 30, 1890, being an act 
entitled ''An act to apply a portion of the proceeds of the public lands to the more 
complete endowment and support of the colleges for the benefit of agriculture and 
the mechanic arts, established under the provisions of an act of Congress approved 
July 2, 1862," and the legislative assent required by section two of the act of Con- 
gress approved August 30, 1890, is hereby given and the conditions imposeii by that 
act, as well as those imposed by the act of Congress approved July 2, 1862, are hereby 
accepted and imposed by this act upon the University of Porto Rico, and all moneys 
accruing thereunder are accepted under the conditions and terms in said acts namecl. 

(3) A department of the natural sciences and engineering. 

(4) A department of liberal arts. 

(5) A department of medicine. 

(6) A department of law. 

(7) A department of pharmacy. 

(8 ) A department of architecture. 

(9) A university hospital. 

(10) And such other departments germane to a well-equipped university as the 
board of trustees may from time to time be able to establish. 

The treasurer of Porto Rico is hereby designated as the officer to receive the grants 
of moneys to be paid to the State or Territorial treasurer, or to such official as shall 
be designated by law of such State or Territory to receive same, as provided in an 
act of Congress of the Ignited States approved August 30, 1890, and entitled **An act 
to apply a portion of the proceeds of the public lands to the more complete endow- 
ment and support of the colleges for the benefit of agricultural and mechanical arts, 
established under provision of an act of Congress approved July 2, 1862,*' and the 
assent of the legislative assembly of Porto Rico is hereby given to the purpose of 
said grants and to all the terms and conditions thereof as specified in said act of Con- 
gress. The treasurer of Porto Rico shall keep an account of the moneys hereafter 
received by him in pursuance of such act of Congress in a separate fund, to be known 
as the university agricultural fund, to the credit of the University of Porto Rico, and 
shall pay such moneys, immediately upon receipt thereof by him, to the treasurer of 
the VniverBity of Porto Rico, upon the waTtaut ot the auditor of Porto Rico, counter- 
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signed by the governor of Porto Rico, and issued upon the order of the trustees of 
the University of Porto Rico, in pursuance of said act of Congress. 

Sec. 9. The immediate government of the several departments shall be intrusted 
to the chancellor and the respective faculties. The chancellor shall l)e the presiding 
officer of the various faculties and the executive head of the university in all its 
departments, and as such shall have authority, subject to the power of the board of 
trustees, to give general directions respecting the instruction and scientific investiga- 
tions of the several departments. The board of trustees shall, with the chancellor, 
and with the recommendation of the several faculties, confer such degrees as in their 
judgment they shall deem best, and issue certificates or diplomas of proficiency in 
special subjects or ('ourses of study, but no strictly honorary degree without corre- 
sponding literary or scientific attainments shall be granted by the universitv. 

Sec. 10. The university shall be open to students of both sexes under such restric- 
tions and regulations as the board of trustees may deem proper, and all iihlel)odied 
male students of the university may receive instruction and discipline in military 
tactics. Provided, that instruction in the normal department for the training of 
teachers for the public schools shall at all times be free to the citizens and residents 
of Porto Rico of both sexes within the age limits and subject to the conditions of 
admissi<m which the board of trustees may impose. 

Sec. 11. The board of trustees shall make an exhibit of the affairs of the university 
in each year to the commissioner of education, setting forth the condition of the 
university in all its departments, the amount of receipts and disbursements, the num- 
ber of professors, teachers, and other officers and the compensation of each, number 
of students in the several departments and in the different classes, the books of 
instruction used and an estimate of the expenses for the ensuing year, together with 
such information and suggestions as they may deem important (jr the commissioner 
of education may require to embody in his report. Such report of the board of 
trustees shall be delivered to the connnissioner of education on or before August 15, 
in each and every year, and shall contain statistical and other data as of the close of 
the fiscal and academic year ending June 30 previous. It shall be the duty of the 
commissioner of education to lay such report of the board of trustees of theUniver- 
sity of Porto Rico before the legislature in each and every year. 

Sec. 12. The secretary of Porto Rico shall deliver to the university ten copies of 
each volume of the general and special laws of Porto Rico and of the reports of the 
decisions of the courts and of any other puV)lic documents distributed through his 
office or which may hereafter be published for use in the way of exchange or other- 
wise, in the establishment and maintenance of the university library, and said 
library shall be entitled to receive coi)ies of the oflftcial reports when printed of the 
several officials of the insular and municipal government of Porto Rico. 

Sec. 13. To provide funds for the current expenses of the university and for the 
repairs of buildings, purchase of books, and for the purpose of any scientific work 
which may be conduc^ted under the auspices of the university for the benefit of sci- 
ence or the state, there shall be established by the treasurer of Porto Rico a fund to 
be known as the university fund, into which he shall pay, pursuant to law, all the 
following-named receipts, which are hereby appropriated for said purpose: 

1. P^scheated inheritances. Section 923 of the civil code of Porto Rico is hereby 
amended to read: "In default of persons who have the right to inherit in accord- 
ance with the preceding articles, the people of Porto Rico shall take the inheritance 
and shall devote the property to the benefit of the university fund." 

2. Fifty per cent of all fines imposed by the insular courts of Porto Rico. 

3. Royalties fron) all franchises or public rights which may be granted by the 
executive council and the proceeds of which the executive council may designate to 
be paid into the university fund. 

4. The unexpended balances at the close of any fiscal year of moneys apprc^pri- 
ated by the legislature to the departnient of education. The treasurer of Porto Rico 
shall submit to the trustees of the University of Porto Rico, semiannually or oftener 
if rec|uested by sai<l board, a statement showing the balances available to the credit 
of said board on account of the aforesaid university fund, and shall pay quarterly to 
the treasurer of the University of Porto Rico, ui)on the warrant of the auditor of 
Porto Rico, countersigned by the governor of Porto Rico, and issued u}K)n the order 
of the trustees of the University of l^orto Rico, all unexpended moneys that may 
at^crue in said university fund. 

Sec. 14. Twenty-five })er cent of the })roceeds from the sales of all public lands in 
Porto Rico are hereby appropriated, and shall be set aside by the tn^asurer of Porto 
Rico to the credit of a special tund, to be known as the ''pennanent university fund,'* 
and so much more than twenty-five per cent of the proceeds from the sale of such 
public lands as the legislative assembly may direct to be set aside for the special 
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ben(»fit of the ['niversity of Porto Rico. The treasurer of Porto Rico shall pay to the 
treasurer of the Tniversity of Porto Rico, upon the warrant of the auditor of Porto 
Rico, countersigned bv the >?overnor and issued upon the order of the trustees of the 
ITniversity of Porto ftico annually, upon a dau» to be fixed [by] said treasurer of 
Porto Rico, all moneys accruing to the credit of said Univerjr«ity of Porto Rico on 
account of the permanent university fund; and all such moneys thus paid by the 
tre^isurer of Porto Rico on account of the pt»rmanent university fund shall be invested 
by the trustees of the University of Porto Rico in interest-bearing securities, and only 
eeventy-five per cent of the income from such investments may be used by said 
trustees in the payment of current exiKjnses or for the construction of buildings orto 
purchase pi^rmanent equipment. The remaining twenty-five per cent of the income 
from such investments shall be added to the principal of the same and be reinvested 
in a like manner and subject to the same conditions as the original investment of 
all moneys received from [for] the permanent university fund. No investment of 
moneys received from [for] the permanent university fund shall be made by the 
board of trustees in securities without first obtaining the written approval of the 
treasurer of Porto Rico, certifying that in his judgment the securities selected for 
such investment are satisfactory. 

Sec. 15. For the further endowment of the University of Porto Rico the governor 
of Porto Rico is hereby authorized to execute a quitclaim deed to the trustees of the 
Universitv of Porto Rico for the tract of land, comprising about fifty acres, together 
with the buildings thereon erected, situate in the town of Rio Piedras and known as 
the insular normal school proj)erty, upon which shall be located the normal depart- 
ment of such university and the agricultural and mechanical department, together 
with such other departments as the board of trustees may decide to locate on this 
land, provided that nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the trustees 
of the University of Porto Rico from establishing other departments of the university 
or departments *supi)lementary to the two departments herein mentioned at other 
places in the island of Porto Rico, and provided further that nothing in this act 
shall be construed to prohibit the trustees of the University of Porto Rico from dis- 
posing of any part of this land which may not be needed for the benefit of the 
university. 

Sec. 16. Immediately upon the transfer of said insular normal school property to 
the University of Porto Rico the commissioner of education is hereby authorizea to 
transfer to said trustees of the University of Porto Rico all the equipment, including 
books, desks, and apparatus, and other school materials now or then appertaining to 
the insular normal school and its various departments, and the treasurer of Porto 
Rico is hereby authorized and directed to pay to the treasurer of the University of 
Porto Rico upon warrant of the auditor of Porto Rico, countersigned by the governor, 
and issued upon order of the trustt es of the University of Porto Rico, all moneys 
appropriated for the insular normal school in the budget of the department of edu- 
cation and unexpended at the time of said transfer of property and equipment of the 
insular normal school; provided that the treasurer have the written approval for 
such transfer from the commissioner of education and a certified copy of a resolution 
of the board of trustees of the University of Porto Rico, setting forth that the university 
agrees to continue in operation said normal school as a department of the university 
without interruption to its course of study or of the privileges now extended to the 
regularly matriculated students of said s(!hool; and provided further that said board 
of trustees assume all obligations and outstanding contracts appertaining to the 
administration of said normal school which may have lawfully been made by the 
commissioner of education previous to the date of said transfer. 

Sec. 17. All laws or parts thereof, decrees, or military orders in conflict with this 
act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 18. This act shall take effect from and after its approval. 

Approved March 12th, 1903. 



THE LAW CREATIN(i SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE INSULAR NORMAL 
SCHOOL FOR PORTO RICAN TEACHERS. 

AN ACT providing for educating certain Porto Rican young men and young women in the normal 

school at Rio Piedras. 

Be it enacted by the legislative assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. That for the purpose of studying in the insular normal school at Rio 
Piedras during the school year beginning October 1st, 1903, and thereafter, subject to 
the rules hereinafter established, tnere shall be selected, and awarded public scholar- 
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fihips in the insular normal school, twenty-eight Porto Ricans, whose ages shall be 
from fifteen to twenty years, both inclusive, who shall be of good health, honest, 
intelligent, and most m need of such assistance. Two youn^ men and two young 
women may be chosen from each of the seven electoral districts, provided that not 
more than two persons may be chosen from one municipality and not more than four 
persons, two of each sex, from any one of the seven electoral districts. 

Sec. 2. That the said twenty-eight students so selected shall enter the first year of 
the said normal school and the examination upon the basis of which they are selected 
shall correspond to that now required for graduation from the eighth grade of the 
public schools or for admission to the normal school. The students so selected shall 
continue their studies in the insular normal school until they are prepared to obtain 
a certificate or license as a graded tea(;her. 

8ec. 3. That as soon as all or part of said students awarded scholarships shall have 
taken the necessary examination and shall have received certificates or licenses to 
teac^h as graded teachers, the commissioner of education shall select from among 
those who have thus obtained certificates as graded teachers, giving the preference to 
those best qualified, not more than seven students, who shall continue their studies 
in the said normal school for one additional year in order that they may obtain cer- 
tificates or licenses as principal teachers. 

Sec. 4. That in each of the school districts of the island there shall be constituted 
a board of examiners which shall meet on June 5th, 1903, and on the first Friday of 
June in each subsequent year at nine a. m. at the headquarters of the district school 
supervisor [superintendent] in order to conduct written examinations open to can- 
didates for said public scholarships in the insular normal school. The questions 
shall be prepared by the commissioner of education and the examinations shall be 
subject to such rules sa the commissioner of education may prescribe, provided that 
said board of examiners shall be composed of the district school superintendent as 
chairman, the president of the school board, and a principal teacher of the town, to 
be appointed by the commissioner of education, as secretary. 

Sec. 5. That the board of examinei"s of each school district shall send by registered 
mail the papers containing the work of the candidates to a reviewing board which 
shall be constituted in San Juan and composed of five niembers as follows: The com- 
missioner of education; one principal teacher from the graded schools of San Juan, 
to be appointed by the commissioner of education; the field supervisor [superin- 
tendent J of public instruction; the principal of the insular normal school, and the 
speaker of the house of delegates, who shall be the president of the board, and it 
shall be the duty of such board to make known the names of the successful candi- 
dates before the tenth of August of each year. 

Sec. 6. That before the successful candidates begin their studies in the insular 
normal school, they shall be required to promise, in writing, that when their studies 
are concluded they will devote themselves to teaching in the public schools of Porto 
Rico as soon as they may be able to secure positions in the same, for a period of 
at least three years. 

Sec. 7. That the reviewing board constituted by section 5 of this act is hereby 
charged with the duty of receiving the applications of all candidates, but shall not 
consider applications from any persons who do not fulfill all the conditions imposed 
by this act. Said reviewing board shall definitely decide by a majority vote all ques- 
tions arising relating to the conduct of all persons awarded public scholarships in the 
insular normal school under the provisions of this act, and said board shall constitute 
a permanent committee chargred with the supervision of the deportment and general 
character of work done by the said students. It may deprive any of them, for indo- 
lence or misconduct, of the pecuniary advantages granted by this act and all vacancies 
shall be filled by the board in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. To carry into effect the provisions of this act, the sum of five thousand four 
hundred sixty dollars ($5,460) or so much thereof as may be necessary is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the 
services of the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1904, to be expended upon the direction 
and approval of the commissioner of education. On account of the maintenance of 
the holder of each public scholarship created by the provisions of this act there shall 
be paid as the board of revision may direct, during each of the nine months of the 
school year, the sum of twenty dollars ($20) and the holders of each of the said public 
scholarships shall be further entitled to actual traveling expenses incurred in coming 
from his home in Porto Rico to the insular normal school in Rio Piedras at the begin- 
ning of the school year and in returning to his home in Porto Rico at the end of the 
school year, provided that the total amount allowed for such traveling expenses shall 
not exceed in any case the sum of ten dollars for the trip coming to or returning from 
the insular normal school. All text-books and technical supplies which said students 
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benefit of the I^niversity of Porto Rico. The treasurer of Porto Rico shall pay to the 
treasurer of the rnivernity of Porto Rico, upon the warrant of the auditor of Porto 
Rico, countersigned !)v the j^overnor and issued upon the order of the trustees of the 
University of Porto ftico annually, upon a dau» to be fixed [by] said treasurer of 
Porto Rico, all moneys accruing to the credit of said Univer.sity of Porto Rico on 
account of tlie i)ernmnent university fund; and all such moneys thus paid by the 
treasurer of Porto Rico on account of the permanent university fund shall be invested 
by the trustees of the University of Porto Rico in interest-bearing securities, and only 
eeventy-five per cent of the income from such investments may be used bysaij 
trustees in the payment of current expenses or for the construction of buildings orto 
purchase permanent tHiui])inent. The remaining twenty-five per cent of the income 
from such investments shall he added to the principal of the same and be reinvested 
in a like manner and suhjcct to the same conditions as the original investmentof 
all moneys received from [for] the {>ermanent university fund. No investment of 
moneys receivcMl from [for] the permanent university fund shall be made by the 
board of trustees in securities without first obtaining the written approval of the 
treasurer of Porto Rico, certifying that in his judgment the securities selected for 
such investment are satisfactory. 

8kc. 15. For the further endowment of the University of Porto Rico the governor 
of Porto Rico is hereby authorized to execute a quitclaim deed to the trustees of the 
University of Porto Rico for the tract of land, comprising about fifty acres, together 
with the buildings tliereon erected, situate in the town of Rio Piedras and known as 
the insular normal school property, upon which shall be located the normal depart- 
ment of such university and the agricultural and mechanical department, together 
with such other departments as the board of trustees may decide to locate on this 
land, provided that nothing in this secjtion shall be construed to prohibit the trustees 
of the University of Porto Rico from establishing other departments of the university 
or departments supplementary to the two departments herein mentioned at other 
places in the island of Porto Rico, and provided further that nothing in this act 
shall be construed to prohibit the trustees of the University of Porto Rico from dis- 
posing of any part of this land which may not be needed for the benefit of the 
university. 

Sec. 16. Immediately upon the transfer of said insular normal school property to 
the University of Porto Rico the commissioner of education is hereby authorized to 
transfer to said trustees of the University of Porto Rico all the equipment, including 
books, desks, and apparatus, and other school materials now or then appertaining to 
the insular normal school and its various departments, and the treasurer of Porto 
Rico is hereby authorized and directed to pay to the treasurer of the University of 
Porto Rico upon warrant of the auditor of Porto Rico, countersigned by the governor, 
and issued upon order of the trustt^es of the University of Porto Rico, all moneys 
appropriated for the insular normal school in the budget of the department of edu- 
cation and unexpended at the time of said transfer of property and equipment of the 
insular normal school; provided that the treasurer nave the written approval for 
such transfer from the commissioner of educiition and a certified copy of a resolution 
of the board of tnistees of the University of Porto Rico, setting forth that the university 
agrees to continue in operation said normal school as a department of the university 
without interruption to its course of study or of the privileges now extended to the 
regularly matriculated students of said school; and provided further that said board 
of trustees assume all obligations and outstanding contracts appertaining to the 
administration of said normal school which may have lawfully been made by the 
commissioner of education previous to the date of said transfer. 

Sec. 17. All laws or parts thereof, decrees, or military orders in conflict with this 
act are hereby repealed. 

Sec 18. This act shall take effect from and after its approval. 

Approved March 12th, 1903. 



THE LAW CREATINd SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE INSULAR NORMAL 
SCHOOL FOR PORTO RICAN TEACHERS. 

AN ACT providing for educating certain Porto Rican young men and young women in the nonnal 

school at Rio Piedras. 

Be it enacted Iry the legislative assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. That for the purpose of studying in the insular normal school at Rio 
Piedras during the school year beginning October 1st, 1903, and thereafter, subject to 
the rules hereinafter established, there shall be selected, and awarded public scholar- 
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ships in the insular normal school, twenty-eight Porto Ricans, whose aces shall be 
from fifteen to twenty years, both inclusive, who shall be of good health, honest, 
intelligent, and most m need of such assistance. Two youn^ men and two young 
women may be chosen from each of the seven electoral distncts, provided that not 
more than two persons may be chosen from one municipality and not more than four 
persons, two of each sex, from any one of the seven electoral districts. 

Sec. 2. That the said twenty-eight students so selected shall enter the first year of 
the said normal school and the examination upon the basis of which they are selected 
shall correspond to that now required for graduation from the eighth grade of the 
public schools or for admission to the normal school. The students so selected shall 
continue their studies in the insular normal school until they are prepared to obtain 
a certificate or license as a graded teacher. 

Sec. 3. That as soon as all or part of said students awarded scholarships shall have 
taken the necessary examination and shall have received certificates or licenses to 
teach as graded teachers, the commissioner of education shall select from among 
those who have thus obtained certificates as graded teachers, giving the preference to 
those best qualified, not more than seven students, who shall continue their studies 
in the said normal school for one additional year in order that they may obtain cer- 
tificates or licenses as principal teachers. 

Sec. 4. That in each of the school districts of the island there shall be constituted 
a board of examiners which shall meet on June 5th, 1903, and on the first Friday of 
June in each subsequent year at nine a. m. at the headquarters of the district school 
supervisor [superintendent] in order to conduct written examinations open to can- 
didates for said public scholarships in the insular normal school. The questions 
shall be prepared by the commissioner of education and the examinations shall be 
subject to such rules ad the commissioner of education may prescribe, provided that 
said board of examiners shall be composed of the district school superintendent as 
chairman, the president of the school ooard, and a principal teacher of the town, to 
be appointed by the commissioner of education, as secretary. 

Sec. 5. That the board of examinei-s of each school district shall send by registered 
mail the papers containing the work of the candidates to a reviewing board which 
shall be constituted in San Juan and composed of five meml)ers as follows: The com- 
missioner of education; one principal teacher from the graded schools of San Juan, 
to be appointed by the commissioner of education; the field supervisor [superin- 
tendent] of public instruction; the principal of the insular normal school, and the 
speaker of the house of delegates, who shall be the president of the board, and it 
shall be the duty of such board to make known the names of the successful candi- 
dates before the tenth of August of each year. 

Sec. 6. That before the successful candidates l)egin their studies in the insular 
normal school, they shall be required to promise, in writing, that when their studies 
are concluded thev will devote themselves to teaching in the public schools of Porto 
Rico as soon as they may be able to secure j^sitions in the same, for a period of 
at lea»^t three years. 

Sec. 7. That the reviewing board constituted by section 5 of this act is hereby 
charged with the duty of receiving the applications of all candidates, but shall not 
consider applications from any persons who do not fulfill all the conditions imposed 
by this act. Said reviewing board shall definitely decide by a majority vote all ques- 
tions arising relating to the conduct of all persons awarded public scholarships in the 
insular normal school under the provisions of this act, and said board shall constitute 
a permanent committee charged with the supervision of the deportment and general 
character of work done by the said students. It may deprive any of them, for indo- 
lence or misconduct, of the pecuniary advantages granted by this ac^t and all vacancies 
shall be filled by the board in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. To carry into effect the provisions of this act, the sum of five thousand four 
hundred sixty dollars ($5,460) or so much thereof as may be necessary is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for the 
services of the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1904, to be expended upon the direction 
and approval of the commissioner of education. On account of the maintenance of 
the holder of each public scholarship created by the provisions of this act there shall 
\)e paid as the board of revision may direct, during each of the nine months of the 
school year, the sum of twenty dollars ($20) and the holders of each of the said public 
scholarships shall l)e further entitled to actual traveling expenses incurred in coming 
from his home in Porto Rico to the insular normal school in Rio Piedras at the begin- 
ning of the school year and in returning to his home in l*orto Rico at the end of the 
school year, provided that the total amount allowed for such traveling expenses shall 
not exceed in any case the sum of ten dollars for the trip coming to or returning from 
the insular normal school. All text-books and technical supplies which said students 
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benefit of the [Tniversity of Porto Rico. The tre^Piirer of Porto Rico shall pay to the 
treasurer of the rniversity of Porto Rico, upon the warrant of the auditor oi Porto 
Rico, countersi;rne(l bv the governor and iwued upon the order of the trustees of the 
University of Porto ftieo annually, upon a dau» to be tixed [by] said treasurer of 
Porto Rico, all moneys accruing to the credit of said Universiity of Porto Rico on 
account of the permanent university fund; and all such moneys thus paid by the 
trt^a'Jurer of Porto Rico on account of the permanent university fund shall be invested 
by the trustees of the University of Porto Rico in interest-bearing securities, and only 
eeventy-five per cent of the income from such investments may be used bysaiS 
trustees in the paynjent of current expenses or for the construction of buildings orto 
purchase pi^nnanent tHpiipinent. The remaining twenty-five per cent of the income 
from such investments shall be added to the principal of the same and be reinvested 
in a like manner and subject to the same conditions as the original investment of 
all moneys n'ceived from [for] the permanent univer^;ity fund. No investment of 
moneys received fronj [for] the permanent university fund shall be made by the 
])oard of trustees in securities without first obtaining the written approval of the 
treasurer of Porto Rico, certifying that in his judgment the securities selected for 
such investment are satisfartory. 

Skc. 15. For the further endowment of the University of Porto Rico the governor 
of P<»rto Rico is hereb^v authorized to execute a quitclaim deed to the trustees of the 
Universitv of Porto Rico for the tract of land, comprising: about fifty acres, together 
with the buildings thereon erected, situate in the town of Rio Piedras and known as 
the insular normal school property, upon which shall be located the normal depart- 
ment of such university and the agricultural and mechanical department, together 
with such other departments as the board of trustees may decide to locate on this 
land, provided that nothing in this secition shall be construed to prohibit the trustees 
of the Tniversity of Porto Rico from establishing other departments of the university 
or departments supplementary to the two departments herein mentioned at other 
places in the island of Porto Rico, and provided further that nothing in this act 
shall be construed to prohibit the trustees of the University of Porto Rico from dis- 
posing of any j)art of this land which may not be needed for the benefit of the 
university. 

Sec. 16. Immediately upon the transfer of said insular normal school property to 
the University of Porto Rico the commissioner of education is hereby authorized to 
transfer to said trustees of the University of Porto Rico all the equipment, including 
books, desks, and apparatus, and other school materials now or then appertaining to 
the insular normal school and its various departments, and the treasurer of Porto 
Rico is hereby authorized and directed to pay to the treasurer of the University of 
Porto Rico upon warrant of the auditor of Porto Rico, countersigned by the governor, 
and issued upon order of the trust* es of the University of Porto Rico, all moneys 
appropriated for the insular normal school in the budget of the department of edu- 
cation and unexpended at the time of said transfer of property and equipment of the 
insular normal school; provided that the treasurer nave the written approval for 
such transfer from the commissioner of education and a certified copy of a resolution 
of the board of tnistees of the University of Porto Rico, setting forth that the university 
agrees to continue in operation said nonnal school as a department of the university 
without interruption to its course of study or of the privileges now extended to the 
regularly matriculated students of said school; and provided further that said bowd 
of trustees assume all obligations and outstanding contracts appertaining to the 
administration of said normal school which may have lawfully been made by the 
commissioner of education previous to the date of said transfer. 

Sec. 17. All laws or parts thereof, decrees, or military orders in conflict with this 
act are hereby repealed. 

Sec 18. This act shall take effect from and after its approval. 

Approved March 12th, 1903. 



THE LAW CREATINE SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE INSULAR NORMAL 
SCHOOL FOR PORTO RICAN TEACHERS. 

AN ACT providing for educating certain Porto Rican young men and young women in the nonnal 

scliool at Rio Piedras. 

Be it enacted by the legislative assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. That for the purpose of studying in the insular normal school at Rio 
Piedras during the school year beginning October 1st, 1903, and thereafter, subject to 
the rules hereinafter established, there shall be selected, and awarded public scholar- 
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ships in the insular normal school, twenty-eight Porto Ricans, whose ages shall be 
from fifteen to twenty years, both inclusive, who shall be of good health, honest, 
intelligent, and most in need of such assistance. Two youn^ men and two young 
women may be chosen from each of the seven electoral districts, provided that not 
more than two persons may be chosen from one municipality and not more than four 
persons, two of each sex, from any one of the seven electoral districits. 

Sec. 2. That the said twenty-eight students so selected shall enter the first year of 
the said normal school and the examination upon the basis of which they are selected 
shall correspond to that now required for graduation from the eighth grade of the 
public schools or for admission to the normal school. The students so selected shall 
continue their studies in the insular normal school until they are prepared to obtain 
a certificate or license as a graded teacher. 

Sec. 3. That as soon as all or part of said students awarded scholarships shall have 
taken the necessary examination and shall have received certificates or licenses to 
teach as graded teachers, the commissioner of education shall select from among 
those who have thus obtained certificates as graded teachers, giving the preference to 
those best qualified, not more than seven students, who shall continue their studies 
in the said normal school for one additional year in order that they may obtain cer- 
tificates or licenses as principal teachers. 

Sec. 4. That in each of the school districts of the island there shall be constituted 
a board of examiners which shall meet on June 5th, 1903, and on the first Friday of 
June in each subsequent year at nine a. m. at the headquarters of the district school 
supervisor [superintendent] in order to conduct written examinations open to can- 
didates for said public scholarships in the insular normal school. The questions 
shall be prepared by the commissioner of education and the examinations shall be 
subject to such rules ad the commissioner of education may prescribe, provided that 
said board of examiners shall be composed of the district school superintendent as 
chairman, the president of the school board, and a principal teacher of the town, to 
be appointed by the comnii ssioner of education, as secretary. 

Sec. 5. That the board of exaniinei"s of each school district shall send by registered 
mail the papers containing the work of the candidates to a reviewing board which 
shall be constituted in San Juan and composed of five n)embers as follows: The com- 
missioner of education; one principal teacher from the graded schools of San Juan, 
to be appointed by the commissioner of education; the field supervisor [superin- 
tendent] of public instruction; the princij)al of the insular normal school, and the 
speaker of the house of delegates, who shall be the president of the board, and it 
shall be the duty of such board to make known the names of the successful candi- 
dates before the tenth of August of each year. 

Sec. 6. That before the successful candidates begin their studies in the insular 
normal school, they shall be required to promise, in" writing, that when their studies 
are concluded thev will devote themselves to teaching in the public schools of Porto 
Rico as soon as they may be able to secure i)ositions in the same, for a period of 
at least three years. 

Sec. 7. That the reviewing board constituted by section 5 of this act is hereby 
charged with the duty of receiving the applications of all candidates, but shall not 
consider applications from any persons who do not fulfill all the conditions imposed 
by this act. Said reviewing board shall definitely decide by a majority vote all ques- 
tions arising relating to the conduct of all persons awarded public scholarships in the 
insular normal school under the j)rovisions of this act, and said board shall constitute 
a permanent committee charged with the supervision of the deportment and general 
character of work done by the said students. It may deprive any of them, for indo- 
lence or misconduct, of the pecuniary advantages granted by this act and all vacancies 
shall be filled by the board in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Sec 8. To carry into effect the provisions of this act, the sum of five thousand four 
hundred sixty dollars ($5,460) or so much thereof as may be necessary is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the treaf^ury not otherwise appropriated for the 
services of the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1904, to be expendea upon the direction 
and approval of the commissioner of education. On account of the maintenance of 
the holder of each public sch(»larship created by the provisions of this act there shall 
be paid as the board of revision may direct, during each of the nine months of the 
school year, the sum of twenty dollars ($20) and the holders of each of the said public 
scholarships shall be further entitled to actual traveling expenses incurred in coming 
from his home in Porto Rico to the insular normal school in Rio Piedras at the begin- 
ning of the school year and in returning to his home in Porto Rico at the end of the 
school year, provided that the total amount allowed for such traveling expenses shall 
not exceed in any case the sum of ten dollars for the trip coming to or returning from 
the insular normal school. All text-books and technical supplies which said students 
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nhall iu»iHl in the pnMHH'ution of their ntudieH in the insular normal school shall he 
furninhtMi to them jfratuitoiiHly hy the <iei>artment of e<iut^t.ion. 

Sk('. \). That the eoiiuiiissionerof t»<lueation is hereby authorized to make the neces- 
Hary rules and n»>julations, not in eonfliet with the spirit or letter of this act, for ite 
proiK?r execution. 

Sec. 10. This act shall taken effect upon its approval. 

Api>roviMl, March 12th, HHW. 



Exhibit VII. 

REVISED COURSES OF STUDY. 

CorUSK OF STl'DY FOR (JRADKD, HKJII, AND INDl'STRIAL SCHOOLS 
AND UrLKS FOR TKACHERS. 

OiTLiNK OK EiouT Years' Work in EuinT (irades. 



I. I^njiuaire — {(f) Readinjj, (//) writing, {c) composition and s|>elling, {(f) memory 
\v<»rk. All lanjruage work to l)e jfiven in both Spanish and English. 
II. NundH»r work. 

III. Nature study and elementary science. 

IV. Ilistorv and biography. 
V. Art. 

FIRST (IRADE. 

I. {(I) Words and sentences from blackboard. Sentences from chart and reader 
with definite drill in phonetic elements and words. Reading from chart and primer, 
with fre(pient changes in text, using at least three different sets of readers. Insij-t- 
ing upon a clear understanding of the thought, which means a comprehension of the 
meaning of the word and it** relations before the sentence is read. Attention to 
boiiily conditions in reading — pose, voice, etc. — and to pronunciation, articulation, 
and inflection. 

(h) Copying words from blackboard and from slips provided. Here forms, single 
letters, and letters combined in words insisted upon, following the vertical or medial 
slant system, using no ink, writing with pencil on paper rather than on slate. 

(f) Oral telling of stories by the teacher, to be repeated by the child. Reading of 
stories to the children, to be repeated by the child orally. Copying wortls and 
sentences. Writing of simple words from dictation. Teachmg pupils to write their 
name, and to use the simple punctuation marks and capital letters, noting especially 
the (correct orthography of each word, but not teaching spelling as a separate da* 
exercise. Allow the child great freedom in the expression of its own thought. 

{(i) ^lemorizing and reciting short, simple literary quotations, at least two lines a 
day, teaching the entire piece as a rule. Select the best things from the reading 
books furnished. 

II. Combinations of numWrs to 10, using concrete objects, teaching orallv. Begin 
simple fractional elements, as one-half, one-fourth, one-thini, etc., putting thej«e 
simple numeral elements before the child's eye in figures, gradually, and complete 
the number concept in each case with appropriate oral stories, allowing the child 
himself to form the stories, if possible, and perform the operation in the concrete as 
the story progresses. Gradually lessen the use of objects, teaching the child early 
to think of the number independent of the things. Teach simple relative value^of 
pint, quart, inch, yard, penny, dime, etc. Comf>are various objects as to size, 
developing concept of surface and content. Give abundant drill and ample 
illustration. 

III. Recognition of common plants, trees, their uses, their relation to man. Recog- 
nition of common animals, their uses and relation to man. Recognition of couinjon 
rocks, their uses and relation to man. Hints as to their distribution. Simple dis- 
cussion of the parts of the human body, movement, use, care of each. Simple ele- 
ments of hygiene, as care of teeth, hair, eyes, face. Hygienic conditions in general. 
Suitable stories and selections illustrative of travel. The habits and haunts of hinls, 
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animals, fishes, etc. Descriptions of scenery and such other matters as will lay the 
foundation for an appreciation of nature. Familiarity with the four cardinal points 
of the compass, and ideas of location. 

IV. Selected stories suited to the capacity of the child and to the season, making 
it subordinate to Groups III, including fairy stories and such general bits of historic 
incident as relate to historic characters. • 

V. Free-hand drawing work from memory and imagination. Paper folding, rote 
songs, breathing and exercises; study of pictures, using results in language; drill in 
blackboard drawing, and drawing from nature study, using colored crayons, with 
such additional elements as the teacher of drawing may order. 

SECOND GRADE. 

I. (a) Readings from several first readers. Phonetic drill continued. Introduc- 
tion of second reader as early as possible in the year. Abundant reading at sight. 

(b) Copy and writing from dictation. Practice upon forms of single letters. Copy- 
ing from dictation with pen and ink. 

(c) Reproduction exercises. Drill on common abbreviations, punctuation, and 
capitalization. Spelling of w^ords having the same sound and different orthography, 
or different sound and the same orthography. 

(d) Memory work reviewed and continued. Selections from the readers in use. 

II. Numbers from 1 to 50, developing multiplication tables an(l simple elements 
of partition and division. Application of weights and measures. Simple fractional 
parts. Considerable oral work, and daily exercises in mental arithmetic. 

III. Observations of habits of animals. Development of plant from seed to fruit. 
Growing plants, if possible, in the room. Observe each stage of their development. 
Useful animal productions, especially parts used for food and clothing. Use of seeds 
to man. Fonns of water. Direction and distance of winds. Judgment of distance. 
Knowledge of local food and animal products. Continuation of hygienic lessons on 
the skin, use of the bones, effect of narcotics and stimulants. Lessons on eating, 
drinking, breathing, sleeping, healthful foods, and drinks. Use of the muscles. 
Kinds and time for exercise. Value of sleep. 

IV. Continuation and completing reading of stories and fables, keeping in mind 
the related work in group III. 

V. Continuation of free-hand drawing with objects, such as trees and animals. 
Study of pictures for story. Paper folding and paper cutting. Simple elements of 
definite drawing of lines, straight and curved. 

THIRD GRADE. 

I. (a) Different portions of several second readers. Supplementary reader. Intro- 
duction of third reader. 

(b) Copying and writing from dictation with ink. 

(c) Frequent composition exercises, with increased attention to form and correct- 
ness. Attention to choice of words, forms of words, also to clearness and originality. 
Discussion of right form of sentence for the expression of thought. 

(d) Memory work continued. Entire selections memorized. 

II. Addition and subtraction with and without objects. Multiplication and di^^- 
sion clearly developed. Application of familiar weights and measures. Fractional 
parts especially emphasized. Original problems submitted and worked. Com- 
parison of objects with respect to mathematical proportions. Measurement of 
familiar distances and surfaces. Proper application of the same. 

III. Discussion of the qualities of objects. Adaptation of animals and plants to 
their environment. Discussion of changing length of day and night, and varying 
temperature. Life history of familiar plants. Detailed study of some drainage sys- 
tem, developing concepts of valley, hill, slope, watershed, plain, etc. Discussion of 
erosive action of water, soil formation, water, record map of town, study of neigh- 
borhood, fixing points on the compass. Flesh-making and heat-giving foods. 
Wholesome and unwholesome drink and foods. Simple lessons on digestion and 
circulation of blood. Care of parts of the body, developing especially the moral 
value of cleanliness, neatness, etc. Introduce elementary notions of geography of 
Porto Rico without use of text-book. 

IV. Classical myths and stories, Bible stories, building in the mind, steadily, 
ideals of what life ought to l)e. Simple elements of civic life. Reason for law, for 
legal restraints. Duties to one's country, significance of the flag. 

V. Rote songs continued, and, if possible, simple musical elements. Illustrative 
drawing. Harmonious arrangement of colors in paper folding and paper cutting. 
Beginnings of simple design. 

8611—04 17 
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FOURTH URADE. 

I. (a) CoinpU'te thini rea<U'r. Kx tend rea(iing of supplementary matter. Read- 
ing of entirt* lK)okH lU4^>igne<i hy the teai-her. 

(//) Specific instructionH to pupils who have not learne<l to form letters well. 

(r) Abundant coin|H)Hition an<l dictation exercises, noting now especially the 
<levclopinent of a style which nhVll he simple, dear, and in harmony with the char- 
a<'ter of the thought of the child. Reporting in writing the substance of the books 
read. Kngagin;; in c(»nversation for the pur|>o8e of developing a fluent oral style. 

(</) Menjory work eontinued. 

II. Knowledge <»f larger <|uantitiej», say to 1,(K)0, or perhaps more. Thorough 
niantery of the fundamental procewes. Drill on fractions to twelfths. Teach 
elementM of <iecimal syntem, eH|)ecially as illustrated in the use of United States 
money. Simple business transactions. Common weights and measures. Areas of 
8imi)le geometric magnitudes. 

III. Study of the development of animal life and of typical plants. Develop the 
significanceOf jH»bbles, san<l, and rocks. Kffect of heat on water and air. Effect of 
heat, water, and air on rocks, animals, and plants. Movements of the sun and moon. 
Some attention to star groups and their recognition. Lessons on natural divisions of 
land and water. Map interpretation— use glol)e. Analyses of Porto Rico, then of 
North America. SjHHrial lessons on climate. Point out salient geographical features 
of the United States. The anatomy of the human l)ody, dwelling especially on the 
hemes and nuiscles, joints, liganients, and cartilage. Effects of narcotics and 
stimulants. 

IV. Stories from pioneer life, e8j)eciallv in Porto Rico and the United States. 
Stories <»f famous i)ersons, like Marco Polo, Columbus, Washington, John Smith, 
Raleigh, Ponce de lx?on, Lincoln, Franklin, I^fayette, Fulton, Morse, Grant, etc. 

V. Sketching from nature or objects. Analyses of leaves and flowers for color. 
Study of famous paintings for knowledge of color, outline, form, etc. Analyses of 
mass' ]>i('tures. Studv of tints and shades of one color. Development of floral and 
other designs. Dmwlng with the ruler, followtnl by copying if necessary to fix concept. 
Subdivision of designs. Rote singing continue<l, with some attention to the build- 
ing of nmsical system and use of notes, rests, accents, etc., remembering always that 
the language work and the numl)er work, together with the manual dexterity that 
grows from 8imi)le art elements, form the Imsis and core of any system of instruction, 
and that the emi)hasi8 of early work must always rest upon these fundamental 
elements, and that all nature stutly, all history and geo^phy, and all other supple- 
mentary matter has value only as it contributes to the intensifying of these funda- 
mental'parts of the curricuhnn; and of these fundamentals first and most imi)<)rtant 
of all is the language work. 

FIFTH GRADE, 

I. (n) Reading from the fourth reader, with special attention to the character of the 
literature and an interpretation of the thought, making the study both informational 
and cultural in its character. 

(//) ( Jradually lessen the instruction in writing, but insist that composition and other 
work done by the pupils shall be their best efforts. 

{(•) Composition exercises covering the scope of the reading, paying attention to the 
figures of speech, different forms of sentences, correct punctuation and capitalization, 
and the right use of words. 

(<f) Memory work continued. 

II. Drill in fractions, including all the fundamental processes and problems in 
common weights and measures, and simple business forms. Instruction on plane 
figures. Rules for surface of cube, prism, and scjuare pyramid. Decimal system. 

III. Plant analyses continued, emphasizing roots and stems. Study of the form, 
leaves, and bark of trees. Influence of the sun in producing the seasons and day and 
night. Relation of insects to man as useful or injurious. Countries of North America, 
dwelling especially on mountain ranges and watersheds. Special lessons on soil. 
Study of the West Indies, Central and South America. Special lessons on climate 
and productions. The structure, kinds, arid uses of the muscles. Study of the skin, 
hair, and nails. Effects of bathing an<l clothing, stimulants and narcotics. Supple- 
mentarv reading bearing on natural history, geography, and physiology. 

IV. Ileading relating to explorations and discoveries in North America and South 
America. Study of American colonial life and Porto Rican life, touching upon the 
Indians and the white man's struggle for occupation. 

V. Free-hand drawing, simple plant, fruit, and geometric objects. Study of color. 
Study of famous paintings. 
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SIXTH GRADE. 

I. Continuation of the work in language of the year before, following substantially 
the same general plan and finishing the reading of the fourth reader. 

II. Metric system, percentage in its simplest applications. Simple problems in 
denominate numbers, computations of solid contents of simple magnitudes. Meas- 
urements of surface, business problems. 

III. Study of vegetation in Porto Rico, dispersion of seeds. Effect of heat and 
gravity on water and air. Study of bird life and its dispersion. Simple laws of heat. 
Review the United States and Porto Rico geographically. Study tne British Isles, 
Germany, France, and Spain. Lessons on Cuba, the Philippine Islands, on winds, 
and ocean currents. The structure of the muscles and skin. The growth, waste, 
and renewal of the body. Simple laws of digestion, circulation of the blood, and 
the relation of the blood to health. Effect of alcohol on the digestion and the circu- 
lation. Suitable supplementary reading in harmony with the work of the year. 

IV. In United States history, the period of colonization and of the Revolutionary 
war. Stories in connection with the history of Great Britain, Germany, France, 
Spain, Cuba, the Philippines, and other countries important to the pupils. 

V. Drawing of plants and common objects. Analyses of leaves and flowers for 
color scheme. Study of famous paintings, using the results as language and history 
material. Accurate drawings of simple rectangular objects and the applications in 
appropriate material. 

SEVENTH GRADE. 

I. The formal study of the sentence, parts of speech, phrases, clauses, analyses of 
sentences, and special attention to English conversation. 

II. Applications of percentage to insurance, interest, commission, taxes, etc. Busi- 
ness. Business transactions and accounts. Thorough study of inclosed and solid 
contents of cylinder, pyramid, and cone. 

III. Study of grasses and grains. Typical marine animals. Some plant family, as 
the rose. General review of North America. Study of Asia and Africa, noting 
especially colonies and dependencies, with special lessons upon productions and gov- 
ernment. Study of coal, its distribution and uses. The composition and purity of 
air, organs of respiration, including ventilation, disinfectants, exercise, and clothing, 
vocal organs and their functions, effects of stimulants and narcotics. 

IV. Special attention to United States history from 1783 to the civil war, dwelling 
especially upon the personalities of the characters rather than the administrative 
problems. Reading from early history of England. Study of the local government 
oflficials, by whom chosen, duties, etc. Study of insular* government and United 
States Government to fix civil processes clearly in the mind. 

V. Drawing continued in harmony with the work of the year before. Music and 
calisthenics. 

EIGHTH GRADE. 

I. Study of literature. The reading of pedagogical selections and general survey 
of the field of English and Spanish literary development, dwelling especially upon 
the authors who have touched the life of Porto Rico. Study of the English language 
continued, including remaining parts of speech. Rules of syntax. Analyses of 
sentences. Special attention to English conversation. 

II. Drill on definitions, rules, and fonnulas in arithmetic. Problems and theories 
relating to angles and lines. Simple accounts; special attention to business forms. 

III. Study of poisonous plants and trees. Elementary lessons on light, sun, ami 
electricity. ' Comparative ntudy of climate, winds, and states of society. The nervous 
system. Organs of the special senses. Effects of narcotics and stimulants upon the 
nerves. Appropriate reading relating to the al)ove topics. 

IV. Study of recent United States history, beginning with the civil war and 
studving current events. History of Porto Rico to the present time. Reading of 
English history of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Principles of State gov- 
ernment; special attention to the Constitution of the United States. Object of laws 
and duties of citizens and of ofticials. Rights and duties of nations, war and arbi- 
tration. 

V. Drawing in any medium of connnon objects. Analyses of beautifully colored 
nature objects for color scheme. Study of buildings and their influence. Simple 
perspective. Study of historic ornament and complementary groups of colors. Con- 
tinuation of industrial drawing and processes. Drill in nuisic and calisthenics. 

It is understood that this is a mere outline to be followed in the main; that in 
the primary school the first year at least 40 pei cexv\. ol \N\^^\v\\\^\\\s\fc"^<5J^^^'^ 
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devoted to (iroiij) V, 12 |)er cent to (iroup II and Group III, and the remainder of 
the time to (iroiip IV. Coiitinuinjr in this way until the third year, gradually lessen 
the time to (iroup I and to (iroui) V, increasing the time in Groui>8 II, III, and IV, 
in the order name<l, and in the fifth year giving l\o per cent of the time to Group I, 
20 i)er cent to Group V, 15 per cent to (Jroup II, 20 per cent to (iroup III, and the 
remainder of the time to Group IV; carrying this general relation throughout 
the sixth, seventh, and eighth years, never sacrificing the language work to any 
other feature of the course. It is understood, further, that in the rural schools the 
less essential j)artfl of the course may l)e omitted, but in the gradeii schools, so far 
as iMjssible, the entire course of studv should be undertaken with such modifications 
ana onnssions as may l)e made absolutely necessary by local conditions, and which 
shall be made only by the advice and consent of the supervisor of the district and 
the principal of the school. Do not allow pupils to enter a higher grade than the 
one in which they can ilo the work satisfactorily. It is always easy to promote a 
child, but always difiicult to reduce his grade; it is Ijetter to put him in the next 
lower grade than in the one next higher. It is not so much a question of what grade 
a pupil is in as it is a question as to what kind of work the pupil does in the grade. 
The teacher should under all circumstances equip herself in all the different groups 
of studies here provided for. It is further recommended, and even urged, that in 
each school there shall l)e collected a[)i)ropriate objects for the proper presentation 
of these lessons. These objects may be gathered by the children and teacher in the 
neighlK)rho(Ml, or purchased by the board of education, or made by the children 
themselves under the direction of the teacher. It is a poor school that does not, 
through its own resoun^es, ))rovide at least some equipment to do objective teaching. 
The real test of gocxl teaching is to be found in the power of the child to think clearly 
and to express his thoughts in language, both oral and written, and no lesson should 
be considered well taught until the child has acquired the ability to give an inteUi- 
gent report of that lesson. Remember that it takes time to develop mental power, 
and that very moderate progress with work well done is better than haste attended 
by superficial knowledge. 

Beyond all courses of study, and more important than any part or parts of the same, 
is the power and life of a noble teacher, impressing upon the children from day to 
day the simple lessons of Christian manliness or womanliness, earnest devotion to 
country and home, and that series of civic, social, and moral virtues which in the 
aggregate make up a noble character. The end of all true teaching is right living. 

Course op Study for High School Grades, 
ninth grade. 

I. Literature: The reading of the Standard Fifth Reader and supplemental works 
on English literature. English grammar, including etymology and syntax, especially 
the oral analysis of sentences rather than any system of diagrams. Review of Span- 
ish grammar and syntax. Begin Latin. (Fifteen periods a week. ) 

II. Mathematics: A thorough drill in arithmetic, including especially percentage 
and its applications, to be followed with problems growing out of all the subjects 
covered during the seventh and eighth grades. Algebra: Beginning wath the subject 
and extending through the fundamental processes, factoring, and simple equations. 
Applications of arithmetic to business accounts. (Ten periods a week.) 

III. Complete political geography, with special attention to the Far East, Russia, 
and South Africa, and include physical and commercial geography. (Five periods 
a week. ) 

• IV. Greek and Roman history. The general study of history, special stress to be 
laid upon the laws and duties of citizens and officials of nations, together with the 
bearing of ancient history upon modern times. (Three periods a week. ) 

V. Drawing from object. Study of historic drawing. Simple architectural draw- 
ing. Drill in music and calisthenics. (Four periods a week. ) 

TENTH GRADE. 

I. English classics. Latin, Caesar. Spanish composition and rhetoric. (Fifteen 
periods a week. ) 

II. Algebra (continued). Plane geometry. (Ten periods a week.) 

III. Physics. (Five periods a week. ) 

IV. United States civil government, special attention to Constitution of the United 
States and organic act of Porto Rico. (Three periods a week. ) 

V. Drawingj music, and calistViemca. (J^omt ^^xioda a week. ) 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR PORTO RICO. 261 

ELEVENTH GKADE. 

I. English classics. Latin, V^irgil. Spanish literature or begin French. (Fifteen 
periods a week. ) 

II. Geometry: Review plane and begin solid. (Five periods a week.) 

III. Physics, chemistry. (Ten periods a week.) 

IV. Mediaeval and modern European history. (Three periods a week.) 

V. Mechanical drawing, music, calisthenics. (Four periods a week.) 

TWELFTH GRADE. 

I. (a) English literature and composition. (6) Latin, Cicero, (c) Spanish, French, 
Gennan, or Greek. (Fifteen periods a wtjek. ) 

II. Solid geometry. Review arithmetic and algebra. (Ten periods a week. ) 

III. Chemistry, biology. (Five periods a week. ) 

IV. United States and English constitutional history. ( Five periods a week. ) 

Outline for Course of Study in Industrial Schools, 
first year. 

I. Language. (Ten periods per week.) 

Reading and writing Spanish and English. Dictation and composition of business 
forms and letters in both languages. Exercises in English with special practice in 
conversation. Elementary Spanish and English grammar. 

II. Mathematics. (Five periods per week.) 

Arithmetic: Review as rapidly as possible the fundamental operations and proc- 
esses. Teach thoroughly common and decimal fractions, giving ample opportunity 
for practical exercises on the fundamental processes. Thorough drill, with practical 
problems in English and metric systems of weights and measures. Elementary busi- 
ness accounts; methods of rendering bills, keeping records, and making payments. 

Mensuration: Plane figures; and surface measurement of cube, prism, and square 
pyramid. 

III. Science. '( Five periods per week. ) 

Geography: (a) Physical and political geography of North America, West Indies, 
and Central and South America. 

(//) Elementary commercial and industrial geography of United States and West 
Indies, paying special attention to crops, products, manufactures, sources of raw 
material, and routes of trade and travel. 

IV. History. (Three periods per week. ) 

(a) Reading: Stories of exploration and discovery in North and South America 
and the West Indies. 

(h) Study: Early colonial life in the United States and Porto Rico, touching upon 
the relations of the Indians with the Europeans, and the struggles for occupation. 

V. Drawing. (Ten periods per week.) 

(a) Free-hand drawing from geometric objects, simple plants, and fruits. 
(/>) Mechanical drawing, with attention to scale, accuracy, ana neatness of execu- 
tion. Floor plans; models for tools and machinery. 

VI. Hand work. 

(a) Sloyd — for l)oy8. (Five periods \yeT week.) Use of tools in woodworking. 
Construction of simple models, teaching and retiuiring accuracy- of hand and eye. 
Construction of articles of household use, brackets, frames, and light furniture. 

(h) Cooking — for girls. (Three perioils per week. ) Preparation of common arti- 
cles of food, with special attention to dietetic and hygienic principles. Methods of 
cooking meats, vegetables, etc., and dishes usually eaten in Porto Rican homes. 

((') Sewing — for girls. (Three periods per week.) Work in cutting from pat- 
terns, fitting, basting and sewing, buttonhole making, etc. 

(<l) Needle work — for girls. (Two periods per week.) Drawn work and lace 
making, knitting, darning, embroidery, etc. 
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(lev(»ttHl to <irou|) V, 12 |>er cent to (iroup II and (iroup III, and the remainder of 
tlie time to ( Jroiip IV. ('(Mitimiin^ in this way until the third year, ^ra<^lually Iesi?en 
the time to (iroup I and to (irouj) V, increaping the time in Groups II, III, and IV, 
in the order nanuMl, and in the fifth year driving 85 per cent of the time to Group I, 
21) iH»r cent to Group V, 15 jht cent to Group II, 20 per cent to (iroup III, and the 
rt»main<ler of the time to Group IV; carrying this general relation throughout 
the fciixth, Ki'venth, and eighth years, never sacrificing the language work to any 
other feature of the course. It in understood, further, that in the rural schools the 
less essential parts <»f the course may l>e omitted, but in the graded schools, so far 
as possible, the entire course* of study sliould l)e undertaken with such modifications 
ana omissions as may l)e ma<le abs<^)lutely necessary by local conditions, and which 
shall be made only by tlie advice and consent of the supervisor of the district and 
the principal of the school. Do not allow pupils to enter a higher grade than the 
one in wliich they can do the work satisfactorily. It is always easy to promote a 
child, but always ditticult to reduce his grade; it is better to put hi'm in the next 
lower grade than in the one next higher. It is not so much a question of what grade 
a puj)il is in as it is a question as to what kind of work the pupil does in the grade. 
The teacher should under all circumstances equip herself in all the different groups 
of studies here provided for. It is further recommended, and even urged, that in 
each school there shall Ikj collected appropriate objects for the proper presentation 
of these lessonn. These objects may be gathered by the children and teacher in the 
neighlM)rhood, or purchased by the board of education, or made by the children 
themnelves under the direction of the teacher. It is a poor school that does not, 
through its own resources, ))n)vide at least some equipment to do objective teaching. 
The real test of good teaching is to be found in the power of the child to think clearly 
and to express liis thoughts in language, both oral and written, and no lesson should 
be considered well taught until the child has acquired the ability to give an intelli- 
gent report of that lesson. Remember that it takes time to <ievelop mental power, 
and that very moderate progress with work well done is better than haste attended 
by superficial knowledge. 

Beyond all courses of study, and more important than any part or parts of the same, 
is the power and life of a noble teacher, impressing upon the children from day to 
day the simple lessons of Christian manliness or womanliness, earnest devotion to 
country and home, and that series of civic, social, and moral virtues which in the 
aggregate make up a noble character. The end of all true teaching is right living. 

Course of Study for High School Grades, 
ninth grade. 

I. Literature: The reading of the Standard Fifth Reader and supplemental works 
on English literature. English grammar, including etymology and syntax, especially 
the oral analysis of sentences rather than any system of diagrams. Review of Span- 
ish grammar and syntax. Begin Latin. (Fifteen periods a week.) 

II. Mathematics: A thorough drill in arithmetic, including especially percentage 
and its applications, to be followed with problems growing out of all the subjects 
covered during the seventh and eighth grades. Algebra: Beginning with the subject 
and extending through the fundamental processes, factoring, and simple equations. 
Applications of arithmetic to business accounts. (Ten periods a week.) 

III. Complete political geography, with special attention to the Far East, Russia, 
and South Africa, and include physical and commercial geography. (Five periods 
a week. ) 

• IV. Greek and Roman history. The general study of history, special stress to be 
laid upon the laws and duties of citizens and officials of nations, together with the 
bearing of ancient history upon modern times. (Three periods a week. ) 

V. Drawing from object. Study of historic drawing. Simple architectural draw- 
ing. Drill in music and calisthenics. (Four periods a week.) 

TENTH GRADE. 

I. English classics. Latin, Cicsar. Spanish composition and rhetoric. (Fifteen 
periods a week. ) 

II. Algebra (continued). Plane geometry. (Ten periods a week.) 

III. Phvsics. (Five periods a week.) 

IV. United States civil government, special attention to Constitution of the United 
States and organic act of Porto Rico. (Three periods a week. ) 

V. Drawing, music, and calisthenics. (Four periods a week.) 
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ELEVEXTH GKADE. 

I. English classics. Latin, V^irgil. Spanish Uterature or begin French. (Fifteen 
periods a week. ) 

II. Geometry: Review plane and begin solid. (Five periods a week.) 

III. Physics, chemistry. (Ten periods a week.) 

IV. Meaifeval and modern European history. (Three periods a week.) 

V. Mechanical drawing, music, calisthenics. (Four periods a week.) 

TWELFTH GRADE. 

L (a) English literature and composition. (6) Latin, Cicero, (c) Spanish, French, 
German, or Greek. (Fifteen periods a w6ek. ) 

II. Solid geometry. Review arithmetic and algebra. (Ten periods a week.) 

III. Chemistry, biology. (Five periods a week. ) 

IV. United States and English constitutional history. ( Five periods a week. ) 

Outline for Course of Study in Industrial Schooi^s. 
FIRST year. 

I. Language. (Ten periods per week.) 

Reading and writing Spanish and English. Dictation and composition of business 
forms and letters in both languages. Exercises in English with special practice in 
conversation. Elementary Spanish and English grammar. 

II. Mathematics. (Five periods per week.) 

Arithmetic: Review as rapidly as possible the fundamental operations and proc- 
esses. Teach thoroughly common and decimal fractions, giving ample opportunity 
for practical exercises on the fundamental processes. Thorough^ drill, with practical 
problems in English and metric systems of weights and measures. Elementary busi- 
ness accounts; methods of rendering bills, keeping records, and making payments. 

Mensuration: Plane figures; and surface measurement of cube, prism, and square 
pyramid. 

III. Science. ' ( Five periods per week. ) 

Geography: (a) Physical ancf political geography of North America, West Indies, 
and Central and South America. 

(//) Elementary commercial and industrial geography of United States and West 
Indies, paying special attention to crops, products, manufactures, sources of raw 
material, and routes of trade and travel. 

IV. History. (Three periods per week. ) 

{(t) Reading: Stories of exploration and discovery in North and South America 
and the West Indies. 

{h) Study: Early colonial life in the United States and Porto Rico, touching upon 
the relations of the Indians with the Europeans, and the struggles for occupation. 

V. Drawing. (Ten periods per week.) 

(a) Free-hand drawing from geometric objei^ts, simple plants, and fruits. 
(b) Mechanical drawing, with attention to scale, accuracy, and neatness of execu- 
tion. Floor plans; models for tools and machinery. 

VI. Hand work. 

(a) Sloyd — for l)oys. (Five periods jxjr week.) Use of tools in woodworking. 
Constru(;tion of simple models, teaching and re(|uiring accuracy' of hand and eye. 
Construction of articles of household use, brackets, frames, and light furniture. 

{b) Cookmg — for girls. (Three perioiis per week. ) Preparation of common arti- 
cles of foo<l, with special attention to dietetic and hygienic principles. Methods of 
cooking meats, vegetables, etc., and dishes usually eaten in Porto Rican homes. 

(r) Sewing — for girls. (Three periods per week.) Work in cutting from pat- 
terns, fitting, basting and sewing, buttonhole making, etc. 

(f/) Needle work — for girls. (Two periods per week.) Drawn work and lace 
making, knitting, darning, embroidery, etc. 
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ESCUELA NORMAL INSULAR, RlO PIEDRAS, P. R.— DBPARTAMENTO 
NORMAL DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE PUERTO RICO. 

PROSPECTO PARA EL ASO ESCOLAR 1903-4. 

Junta de Sindicos de la Universidad de Puerto Rico. 

Hon. W. H. Hunt, gobernador de Puerto Rico, presidente honorario. 
Hon. S. M. LindHEv, coinisionado de instruccion publica, presidente efectivo y 
canciller de la universidad. 

Hon. Fidel Guillennety, vice-presidente, San Juan. 

Hon. Chas. Hartzell, secretario de Puerto Rico. 

Hon. Willis Sweet, fiscal general de Puerto Rico. 

Hon. W. F. Willoughby, tenorero de Puerto Rico. 

Hon. Manuel F. Rossy," presidente de la ciuiara de delegados. 

Hon. Bernardo Huicy, Arecibo. 

Hon. Carlos Armstrong, Ponce. 

Hon. Francisco Verges, Arroyo. 

Mr. J. H. A. Smith, secretario y tesorero interino, Rfo Piedras. 

CuERPt> de Profesores. 

K8CUELA NORMAL INSULAR. 

Paul G. Miller, principal (State Normal School, Oshkosh, Wis.). 

Felipe Janer, vice principal (Escuela Normal Central de Madrid, Espana). 

Susan D. Huntington (W^ellesley College, Wellesley, Mass. 

Domingo A. Rubio (Escuela Normal Central de Madrid, Espaiia), 

Elizabeth F. Hall (Smith College, Northampton, Mass.). 

Jos^ Janer (Universidad Central de Madrid, Espafia). 

Ruth A. Gottlieb (Laura Memorial College, Cincinnati, Ohio). 

J. H. A. Smith (Normal School of Gymnastics, Boston, Mass. ). 

Lina Estella Test (Art Students' League, New York City). 

Francisco Oiler (Instituto de Artes, Parfs, Francia.) 

F. M. Pennock (Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.). 

ESCUELA MODELO. 

Susan D. Huntington, principal (Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass. ). 
Grace Mowry (Norwich Free Academy, Norwich, Conn.). 
Julia H. Honman (Norwich Free Academy, Norwich, Conn.). 
Alberta B. Campbell (State Normal School, Randolph, Vt.). 
A. Blanche Stone (State Normal School, Terre Haute, Ind.). 
Violet F. Ward (Chicago College, Chicago, 111.). 

COMISIONES DE PROFESORES. 

ExAmenes y calijicaciones. —Don Felipe Janer, Srta. Huntington, Srta, Hall. 

Plande estudios y textos. — Srta. Gottlieb, Sr. Rubio, Don Jos4 Janer, Sr. Smith. 

Ejercicios literarlos y retdricos. — Srta. Hall, Don Felipe Janer, Sr. Rubio, Srta. 
Test, Sr. Oiler. 

Juegos atleticos. — Sr. Smith, Srta. Test, Sr. Pennock. 

Socledades literarias y musical es. — Don Felipe Janer, Srta. Hall, Srta. Test, Sr. 
Smith. 

Recepcion de alumnos nuevos. — Don Jos^ Janer, Srta. Gottlieb, Sr. Rubio, Sr. Oiler. 

Asuntos de disciplina. — Sr. Rubio, Srta. Gottlieb, Srta. Huntington, Don Jos^ Janer. 

Calendrio, a5Jo ESCOLAR 1903-1904. 

Septiembre 28 de 1903, — Apertura del curso, primer t^rmino. 

D'lciemhre 24 de 1903. — Clausura del primer t^rmino. 

Vacaciones de Navidad. 

Enero 4 de 1904- — Apertura del segundo t^rmino. 

Marzo SO de 1904- — Clausura del segundo t^rmino. 
Adril 4 de 1904, — Apertura del teteeT \^Tm\iio. 
Jum'o 22 de i^(?^.— Clausura del tercer X^imSiio. 
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Plan de Estudios. 

PRIMER Af90. 

Primer termino. — Ingles— lectura y conver8aci6n (1); castellano — lectura, fisiologfa 
(1), historia americana (1), dibujo. 

Segundo Urmino. — Ingles — lectura y conversaci6n (2) ; castellano — gramdtica, arit- 
m^tica (1), diaecci6n de escuelas, historia americana (}), eeograffa (J). 

Tercer tSrmino. — Ingles— gramdtica (1), aritm^tica (2), observaci6n de la ensefianza 
prdctica, musica, geograffa. 

SEGUNDO aSo. 

CUR80 LITERARIO. 

Primer Urmino. — Algebra (1) 6 aritm^tica, pedagogfa — teoria de la ensefianza; 
ingles — gramatica; castellano — compo8ici6n, musica. 

Segundo termino. — Algebra (2), geograffa ffsica, ensefianza prdctica; ingles — compo- 
8ici6n (1), dibujo. 

Tercer termino. — Gobierno civil, botdnica (1), ingles — composici6n (9), castellano — 
retorica, dibujo. 

CUR80 CIENTlFICO, 

Primer tirmino. — Algebra (1) 6 aritm^tica, pedagogfa — teoria de la ensefianza; 
ingles — gramdtica, fisiologfa (2). 

Segundo termino. — Algebra (2), geograffa ffsica, ensefianza prdctica; ingles — com- 
posicion, dibujo. 

Tercer termino. — Gobiemo civil, botdnica (1), dlgebra (3); ingles — compo8ici6n (2), 
dibujo. 

TERCER A5fO. 
CUR80 LITERARIO, 

Primer thmino. — Geometrfa (1), fisica (1), literatura americana (1), historia uni- 
versal (1). 

Segundo ttrmino. — Geometrfa (2), psicologfa pedag6gica, historia universal (2), 
literatura americana ( J ) , literatura espafiola ( J ) . 

Tercer termino. — Economfa polftica, ensefianza prdctica, historia universal (3), 
literatura espafiola. 

CURSO CIENTlFICO, 

Priyner termino. — Geometrfa (1), botilnica (2), ffsica (1), literatura americana. 

Segundo termino. — Geometrfa (2), ffsica (2), psicologfa pedagogica; castellano — 
composici6n y ret6rica. 

Tercer termino. — Geometrfa (3), ffsica (3), economfa i)olftica, ensefianza prdctica. 

Debido al niimero de asignaturas se ha hecho necesario hacer una divi8i6n despu^s 
del primer afio, haciendo un curso cientffico y otro literario. En el primero predo- 
minan las matematicas y las ciencias; en el segundo, los idiomas e historia. Teniendo 
en euenta el trabajo llevado d cabo en el primer ano, los profesores indicardn el 
curso que ban de seguir los alumnos al comenzar el segundo ano. 

Ademas de las asignaturas especificadaa en el plan general todos los alumnos hardn 
ejercicios ffscios bajo la direccion de los profesores que tienen d su cargo estas materias, 
d lo menos dos veces d la semana, y tomaran parte en los ejercicios musicales quince 
minutos diariamente. Los alumnos (jue por sus trabajos escritos demuestren un 
conocimiento poco satisfactorio en la ortograffa, caligraffa y uso de su idioma nativo 
serdn organizados en clases especiales hasta que lleguen d perfeccionarse en estas 
materias. 

Empezdndose con el mes de noviembre se verificardn ejercicios literarios y retoricos, 
d lo menos una vez por mes, con el fin de educar y acostumbrar d los alumnos d 
hablar en publico y presentar disertaciones originales. Los alumnos del segundo afio 
recitardn un trozo de literatura escogida y hardn una disertacion por escrito. Los 
alumnos del tercer afio recitardn un trozo de literatura escogida y hardn dos diserta- 
ciones, una de las cuales ha de ser en ingles. El trabajo indicado en estos ejercicios 
es el mfnimo y puede aumentarse por los profesores. 

Se (lard un curso de Agricultura y Estudio de la Naturaleza d opci6n de los alumnos. 

Los estudiantes que concluyan satisfactoriamente los estudios en uno de los dos 
cursos indicados recibirdn el diploma de esta escuela. 
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CuRso Para Maestros Rurales. 

I)t» acuenlo con lo diHpuesto por la sect^ion 55 de la vigente ley escolar el comisionado 
<ie inytruceion deHignani a ciertoH maestros rurales para asintir a un curno especial en 
enta escuela, alx>mindo8ele« sueldo mientras que est^n cursando suh estudios porun 
perfoilo de tres meses. Los que deseen acogerse a esta disposicion deben solicitarla 
al coiuisionado de instruccion por ineilio <iel superintendente del distrito. El curso 
eHi>ecial para etitoa maestros abarcard idioma ingl(f'8, idioma castellano, aritm^tica, 
geografia, historia, dibujo y estudio de la naturaleza. 

VA trabajo seguido en esta escuela estani dividido en la forma siguiente: 

I. Departamento de pedagogfa: (a) Direccion de escuelas; (6) observacion de 
enseflanza prdctica; (r) m^»todo8 de aritm^tica, geograffa, historia, lenguaje, gram^- 
tica y lectura; (d) i)edagogfa — principios fundamentales; (e) psicologfa pedagogica; 
(/) enseflanza prdctica. 

II. Departamentos de matemtlticas: (a) Aritmetica; (6) dlgebra; (c) geometrfa. 

III. Departamento de ciencias: (a) Fisiologfa; (h) botdnica; (c) ffsica; (d) agri- 
cultura; (c) estudio de la naturaleza. 

IV. Departmento de ingles: {a) l.<ectura y conver8aci6n; (h) gramdtica; (c) com- 
posicion; (d) literatura americana. 

V. Departamento de castellano: (a) I.<ectura; (/>) gramdtica; (c) composicion; 
(d) retorica; {e) literatura espaflola 6 hispano-americana. 

YI. Departamento de historia, economfa, polftica y gobiemo civil: (a) Historia 
de los Estados Unidos; (/>) gobiemo civil; (c) historia universal; {d) economfa 
politica. 

VII. Departamento de geograffa: (a) Geograffa descriptiva y polftica; (6) geogra- 
ffa ffsica. 

VIII. Departamento de cultura ffsica. 

IX. Departamento de miisica. 

X. Departamento de dibujo. 

LA ESCrELA MODELO. 

En conexion con la Escuela Normal hay una escuela modelo donde los alumnos 
de aquella tendrdn la oportunidad de observar el trabajo de profesores competentee, 
y donde al mismo tiempo han de dirigir clases como parte de su preparacion para el 
magisterio bajo una inspeccion rigurosa. 

Esta escuela tendrd los mismos grados que las escuelas publicas, asf como un 
kindergarten. 

OBJETO DE LA E8CUELA NORMAL. 

El objeto de esta escuela es la completa preparacion de personas aptas para dirigir 
escuelas publicas en Puerto Rico. Ninguna persona que no tenga disposicion natural 
para el trabajo del maestro, 6 que tenga defectos f iwicos, debiera tratar de ingresar en 
esta escuela. Se exige de aquellos que deseen disfrutar de las ventajas y l^neficios 
ofrecidos una preparacion adecuada para el ingreso, disposici6n natural para el 
estudio y el amor al trabajo escolar. La asistencia diaria y puntual, la buena prepa- 
raci6u de las lecciones asignadas por los profesores y la buena salud aseguranin d los 
alumnos el buen 6xito en su prop6sito de hacerse profesores competentes. 

REQUISITOS DE INGRESO. 

Los aspirantes que deseen ser admitidos a esta escuela han de tener d lo raenos 
quince anos de edad, ser de buenas condiciones morales y gozar de buena salud. 

Las personas que tengan diplomas que acrediten habef completado el trabajo del 
curso primario satisfactoriamente, asf como aquellas a quienee se les ha concedido 
becas de acuerdo con las disposiciones de la "ley f^obre educacion en la Escuela Nor- 
mal de Rio Piedras de determinados jovenes puertorriquefios," y a los que fueron 
aprobados en los examanes que se llevaron a cabo en los dfas 5, 6 y 8 de junio de 
1903, se les admitird sin otro examen niempre que Uenen las condiciones precitadas. 

Todos los demas aspirantes han de sufrir el exdnien de ingreso que se verificara en 
los dfas 17, 18 y 19 de septiembre de 1903 en los diez y ocho distritos de la isla. Este 
examen versarasobre idioma ingles, idioma castellano, historia, geograffa y aritme- 
tica, exigi^^ndose los conocimientos del octavo grado en estas asignaturas. No se con- 
cederd otro examen de ingreso para el (^urso venidero, ni se admitirdn despues de la 
apertura del curso el dfa 28 de septiembre de 1903. 

Los aspirantes que hayan cursado estudios en escuelas de segunda enseflanza pueden 
aprobar aichoa estudios en esta escuela por medio de examenes en las varias asigna- 
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turas asi eursadas; pero no se conceder^ el diploma d ninguna persona que no haya 
seguido sua estudios en esta escuela por lo menos un afio. 

GOBIERNO Y DISCIPLINA. 

En caso de falta de asistencia d la escuela los alumnos deberd,n presentar al princi- 
pal una excusa por escrito y en caso de tardanza deberan explicar el motivo de ella 
5 dicho funcionario. Solamente en casos de enfermedad 6 accidente podrdn aceptarse 
las excusas en la falta de asistencia 6 tardanza; pero si un alunino ha de estar ausente 
por alguna causa urgente lo deberd notificar d su debido tiempo al principal. Los 
conocimientos son de poco valor si no se observa buena conducta y si no se cumple 
fielmente con los deberes escolares. 

Es el deseo de la direcci6n permitir el mavor grado de libertad personal, pero el 
abuso de ^sta serd considerado como una falta grave, y ninguna persona cuya con- 
ducta no sea satisfactoria podrd recibir el diploma expedido por esta escuela asf como 
tampoco podrd seguir siendo alumno de la misma. 

OBSERVACIONES GENERALES. 

El pueblo de Rfo Piedras dista 10 kilometros de San Juan, la capital de la isla, y 
tiene un clima saludable y agradable. Por medio del servicio del tranvfa el^ctrico se 

Euede ir d San Juan 6 venir de allf cada media hora; tambi^n pasa por la poblaci6n 
I via de la American Railroad Company de Puerto Rico, facilitando asf d los alumnos 
hospedarse en San Juan en caso que lo prefieran. Se ofrecen buenas oportunidades 
para estudiar y observar el trabajo de las escuelas piiblicas de Rfo Piedras y San Juan, 
asf como el trabajo de la Escuela Alta y Escuela Industrial, ambas en la Capital. 

El hospedaje se puede conseguir en Rfo Piedras y San Juan d precios bastante 
m6dicos, y el principal tenrdd especial gusto en ayudar d los alumnos en encontrar 
hospedaje conveniente. Los alumnos nuevos al llegar d Rfo Piedras deben ir direc- 
tamente d la oficina del principal en el edificio de la Escuela Normal donde recibirdn 
las instrucciones necesarias con respecto al hospedaje y otros pormenores. 

Los alumnos del segundo y tercer afio se presentardn en la oficina del principal d 
las nueve de la maiiana el sdbado, dfa 26 septiembre de 1903 con el fin de recibir una 
relaci6n de los estudios y los libros de texto. Todos los alumnos han de presentarse 
en el sal6n general el 1 lines, dfa 28 de setiembre de 1903, d las ocho y media de la 
maiiana. 

Se les facilitardn libros de texto d los alumnos, los cuales han de hacerse reponsables 
de su buen cuido y devolucfon. 

Se cuenta para el trabajo de la Escuela Normal con un cuerpo de profesores esco- 
gidos, siendo algunos de ellos Puertorriquefios y otros Americanos. Actual men te 
se encuentran casi todos en los Estados Unidos, y algunos de ellos estdn siguiendo 
cursos de verano para profesores. Se empleardn en la ensenanza los textos y m^to- 
dos mds modemos y tanto los profesores como el Principal tendrdn especial gusto en 
vigilar por el bienestar y el progreso de los alumnos, de modo que los padres de 
familia, que tengan hijos que est^n en condiciones para ingresar en esta escuela, podrdn 
enviarles en la seguridad que tanto en su vida social como escolar estardn debidamente 
atendidos. 
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A. 

Act, making appropriations for expenses of gov- 
ernment, 27, 31; providing for educating 
young men and women in the normal school, 
254; to establish a university in Porto Rico, 
28, 251; to establish schools for trained nurses, 
30: to provide for the establishment of indus- 
trial schools, 30; to provide revenue and a 
civil government for Porto Rico, 3; to revise, 
amend, and codify the laws relating to public 
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Addresses of official letters, rules, 224. 

Administration of school funds. 236. 

Admission to insular normal school, 224. 

Advice to newly appointed American teachers, 
232. 

Aggregate number of days' attendance, 68. 
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university, 252. 

Agricultural school buildings, 106. 

Agricultural schools, in Norway, Denmark, Fin- 
land, Sweden, France, 177; in Switzerland, 
Belgium, Canada. 178. 

Agriculture and nature study, report on, 168. 

Aguadilla, school district No. 13, 145. 

Aibonito, school district No. 7, 125. 

Allowances for sick leave, 248. 

American teachers, examined for appointment 
in Porto Rico, 229; newly appointed, letter 
to. 231. 

Ankrom, Jean L., school superintendent, 137. 

Annual reports, circular letter referring to, 219. 

Appendixes, Exhibit I, 27; Exhibit II, 109; Ex- 
hibit III. 166; Exhibit IV, 198; Exhibit V, 228; 
Exhibit VI, 234; Exhibit VII, 256. 

Applicants, American, advice to, 233. 

Application blank for admission to examination 
for scholarship, 215. 

Appropriation, bv legislature 27; for salaries, cir- 
cular letter referring to, 223. 

Arbor day, circular letter referring to, 202, 225; 
fixed by law, 247; vote-blank, 206. 

Arecibo. school district No. 15, 152. 

Assembly. legiKlative, of Porto Rico, 27. 

Attendance, and enrollment, rules of, 207; com- 
pulsory, 244; daily, in school, 13; daily, of 
pupils. 38; of teachers at conferences, 35. 

Average daily attendance, 13. 

B. 

Basketry as a study, 188. 

Bayamon, school district No. 19, 161. 

Beck with, Miss Emily H., principal of high school, 

35. 173. 
Blacksmithing as a study, 187. 
Blank for arbor day votes, 206. 
Board of health of Porto Rico, 213. 
Board of trustees of the university, 251. 
Boards, local school, to recommend teachers, 220. 
Books and supplies, 21. 
Books, new. to be used in schools, 226. 
Brick school houses. 106. 
Budget, for the month, proposed, 237. 
Buildings in use for schools, 39; number, 87. 
Business, private, for gain, prohibited, 213. 
Bureau of Education of the United States, 

.•*cheme of statistics, 3. 
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Camuy, school district No. 14, 149. 
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Carolina, school district No. 2, 114. 

Certificates of teachers, examination for, 21 . 

Chancellor of the university, 253. 

Chiefs of divisions, reports of, 27. 

Christmas, circular letter referring to, 225. 

Circular letters to superintendents of schools, 
198. 

Circular of information to American applicants, 
233. 

Climate of Porto Rico, 233. 

Clothing for needy children, circular letter re- 
ferring to, 213. 

Coamo, school district No. 8, 128. 

Commissioner of education, 3, 9; and staff, sala- 
ries, 28; duties and powers, 245; rules and 
regulations, 248. 

Common schools, cost of, 28: open each month, 39. 

Compiled school law of 1903. 234. 

Compulsory school attendance, 244. 

Conant, Roger L., school superintendent. 123. 
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Conference of supervisors, circular letter refer- 
ring to, 200. 

Conferences, educational, 24; of superintendents, 
34; of teachers arranged to hear Dr. De 
Garmo, 212. 
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Criticism of teachers, circular letter referring to, 
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D. 
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of education, 175. 
De Garmo, Dr. Charles, 34, 192. 
Department, of architecture in the university, 

252; of education, 3, 27; of natural sciences in 

the university, 252. 
Description of trees in Porto Rico, 206. 
Desks in school, circular letter referring to, 220. 
Diaz, Andres Rodriguez y, school superintendent, 

161. 
Disbursing officer, report of, 27. 
Disbursements for education, 28. 
Discipline in normal school, 265. 
Diseases, contagious and infectious, circular letter 

referring to, 213. 
District school superintendents, reports of, 109. 
Division, of the disbursing officer, 27; of school 

extension, 104; of supervision and statistics, 

report of, 32. 
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for Porto Rico, 229: of pupils, competitive, 216; 
of pujiils, uniform., 211: of teachers, circular 
letter, 198: of teachers, niles for, 221: of teach- 
ers, report on, 195: public, of teachers, 217; 
special, in English, 216. 

Exercises, onier oi, for opening schools, 239. 

Expenditures for school purposes, 14, 28, 32. 

Expenses, contingent, for school purposes, 29; of 
local school boards, 88. 

Extension (»f .sch(K)ls, division of, 104. 



Fajardo. Jos<^ L.. school superintendent, 117. 

Faiardo, school district No. 3, 116. 

Fifth grade, course of study, 258. 

Finance report of disbursing officer. 27. 

Financial condition of .school lK)ards, 237. 

First grade, course of study, 256. 

Flag day. circular letter referring to, 225. 

Fourth gradp, course of study, 258. 

Frame schoolhouses. 106. 

Funds available, disbursements, 29: provided for 
the university, 253: school, their administra- 
tion, 2;^(). 

G. 

Gatherings and conferences, educational, 24. 
Government and discipline of normal school, 

2()5: of the university departments, 253. 
Oovernor of Porto Rico. 4. 
Graded-.schoolhouses, 106. 
Graduates of the eight years' course, 222. 
Guayama, school district No. 6, 123. 

n. 

Hamilton, Geo. W., principal of industrial school, 

189. 
High and graded schools, co.st of, 28. 
High schools, at San Juan and Ponce, circular 

letter referring to, 222: course of study, 174, 

260: number, enrollment, 46; report on, 171. 
Hill, Edgar L., .school superintendent, 159. 
Hitchcock, Hon. E. A., Secretary of the Interior, 4. 
Holidays and vac^itions, 240; circular letter 

referring to, 226. 
House rent for teachers, 244. 
Humacao, school district No. 4, 117. 
Hunt, Hon. William H., governor of Porto Rico, 

5,203. 
Huntingdon, Miss Susan D., 168. 
Hutchinson, E., school superintendent, 152, 



law. 247: studies of. 187. 
Industrial training in Porto Rico, 193. 
Insular normal sch<M)l, admis.sioii to, 224: course 

of study. 2(W: prospectus, 262; report on, 166, 

K. 

Kelley, Daniel F., school superintendent. 149. 
Kern, O. B., former high school principal. 171. 
Kindergartens, number, enrollment, 46; reportof 
the supervisor, 189. 

L,. 

Ijandron, Enriijue. school superintendent, 128. 

Laundering as a study, 188. 

Law, creating free scholarships, 254; department 
in the universitv, 252; establishing the uni- 
versity of Porto Rico. 251. 

Leather work, as a study, 187. 

Legislation aflfecting schools, 14. 

Letter, of transmittal, 3; sent to principals of 
8(rhools in the United States, 228; to newly 
appointed American teachers, 231. 

Letters, circular, to superintendents of schools. 

198. . 

Liberal arts department in the university, 252. 
Library and museum, cast of, 28; free public, cost 

of, 31. 
Lindsay, Hon. Samuel McCune, commissioner of 

education, 6, 9, 38, 39, 195. 196. 199, 207, 210, 211. 

212, 214, 215, 216, 217, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223,226, 

227, 228, 231. 
Literary course in normal school, 263. 
Lord, E. W., acting commissioner of education. 

199. 200, 202, 204, 213, 214, 224, 225, 229, 234. 
Lutz, R. R., school superintendent, 142. 
Lynch, Francis, 8(?hool superintendent, 141. 

M. 

Manati, school district No. 17, 157. 

Martinez, Alberto F., former chief of division. 32. 

225. 
Masonry and plastering as studies, 187. 
Mayaguez, industrial school, 188; school district 

No. 12, 142. 
Medical department in the university, 252. 
Mellowes, John, school superintendent, 145. 
Miller, Paul G., chief of division* of supervision, 

38, 196, 201. 
Millinery as a study, 187. 
Model and practice school, cost of, 28; object of, 

262. 
Model school building, 29. 
Moore, Geo. Wendel, school superintendent, 120. 
Morrill acts, synopsis of, 186. 
Municipalities to provide for schools, 244. 

N. 

Nice, Gail S., statistical supervisor, 39. 

Night schools, circular letter referring to, 220: 
number, enrollment, 46; provided bv law, 
244. 

Ninth grade, course of study, 260. 

Normal department in the university, 252. 

Normal scnool, insular, building, 29; cost of, 28, 
29. 

Normal schools, summer, cost of, 28. 

Northrup, Alfred S., school superintendent, 116. 

Number, of buildings in use for schools, 87; of 
days attendance, 68; of days school was kept, 
76; of pupils enrolled, 13; of schools open each 
month, 84; of teachers employed, 81. 

Nurses, schools for the training of, 30, 246. 

O. 

Objects of the model school, 264. 

Observations, general, concerning the normal 

school, 265; on educational work in Porto 

Rico, 192. 
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Ordinances relating to construction of school- 
houses, 108. 

Opening schools, order of exercises, 239. 

Organization of school boards, 235. 

Outline, of course of study in industrial schools, 
261; of eight years' work. 256; of tour of com- 
mi.s.sioner of education and partj', 212. 



Painting as a study, 187. 

Paper to be used in place of slates, 220. 

Payment of teachers' salaries, 248. 

Pennock, F. M., director of agriculture, 170, 205. 

Pensions for teachers, 29; provided for by law, 
246. 

Pharmacy department in the university, 252. 

Plan of studies in normal school, 263. 

Ponce high school, report on, 173. 

Ponce, school district No. 9, 134. 

Population, school, of Porto Rico, 38. 

Porto Rican student^ in the United States, 23; 
their technical education, 31; provided for 
by law, 228. 

Porto Rico must be better known, 194. 

Post. Charles G., chief division of school exten- 
sion, 106. 

Powers, of commissioner of education, 245; of 
school boards, 235. 

Principals and teachers, duties of, 249. 

Principal's dwelling, 29. 

Printing as a study, 187. 

Programme, of Arbor Day, 203; of superintend- 
ents' conference, 34, 200. 

Prohibition of private business for gain, 213. 

Prosf^ectus of insular normal school, 262. 

Provisions, general, of sc^hool law, 234. 

Publication of school law. 248. 

Punishment, corporal, 249. 

Pupils, enrolled in common schools, 13; enrolled 
in high schools, 13: of t?ommon schools, by 
color and sex, 56; of special schools, 58. 

Q. 

Qualifications, of candidates for normal school, 
264; of school directors, 234; of teachers, 240. 

R. 

Receipts for school purpases, 14, 27, 32. 

Recommendations of division of supervision, 37. 

Refund to appropriation, 27. 

Removal, of school directors, 239; of teachers, 241. 

Renewal of teachers' license, 248. 

Rent for teachers' dwellings. 244. 

Repayment to appropriation, .sales of desks, 27. 

Repealing clause of school law, 248. 

Report, of division of supervision and statistics, 32; 
of examinations of Porto Rico teachers, 195; 
of principal of Mayaguez industrial school, 
188; of supervisor of kindergartens. 189; on 
agriculture and nature study, 168; on high 
and graded schools, 171; on normal vschool, 
166; on pmctice school. 167: on special schools 
and on special work, 166. 

Report blanks for special teachers, 215. 

Reports, annual, circular letter referring to, 219; 
monthly, of teachers, circular letter refer- 
ring to. 207; of chiefs of division, 27; of dis- 
trict superintendents, 109. 

Requirements, for admission to normal school, 
264; for American teachers' examination, 229. 

Resignation of school directors, 2:J9. 

RC'sumc (1902-3) of school statistics. 39. 

Robbins, Miss Zillah, supervisor of kindergar- 
tens. 192. 

Roberts. Frank S., school superintendent, 153. 

Rules and regulations of the department of edu- 
cation, 248. 

Rules, for enrollment and attendance, 207; for 
teachers, 256: for teachers' examinations, 221. 

Rural schools under projection, 107. 

Rural teacliers to attend the normal school, 225. 



Salaries of teacliers, circular letters referring to, 

207: fixed by law, 241; monthly, 14,42. 
Sales of desks to municipalities, 27. 



San German, school district Xo. 11, HI. 

San Juan, high school, 171: school district No. 1, 
109. 

Sawyer, L. R., school superintendent. 114. 

Scholarships, free, circular letter referring to, 
214. 

School for the training of nurses, 246. 

School boards, duties of secretaries, 238: financial 
ccmditions, 237: local expenses of, 88; organi- 
zation of, 235; powers and duties, 235; vacan- 
cies in, 239. 

School buildings, construction. 18. 

School desks, circular letter referring to, 220; fur- 
ni.shed, 27. 

School directors, elecrtion and (iualification of, 234; 
resignation, removal, 239. 

School districts, defined by law. 240. 

School extension in Porto Rico, 28; division of, 
104. 

School funds and their administration. 230 

School furniture, circular letter referring to, 217. 

Schoolhouses, in need of repair, circular letter re- 
ferrin^r to, 216; in Porto Rico. 106; under con- 
struction. 107. 

School laws, circular letter referring to. 218; of 
Porto Rico, 234; their publication, 248. 

School population of Porto Rico, 79. 

School statistics, I»orto Rico. 9, 39; summaries, 101. 

School taxation, fixed by law, 245. 

School supervision, 22. 

School supplies, circular letter referring to, 218. 

Schools, order of opening exercises, 239; for col- 
ored youth, 39; white youth, 40; open each 
month, number, 84. 

Schedule of conferences of district teachers, 34. 

Scientific course in normal school, 263. 

Second grade, course of study, 257. 

Secretaries of school board, duties, 238. 

Selected emblematic tree, 204. 

Selection of teachers, 242. 

Seventh grade, course of study, 259. 

Sewing as a study, 187. 

Sick leave, allowances for. 248. 

Sixth grade, course of study, 259. 

Slates replaced by practice paper, 220. 

Spanish, requirements for teachers' examination, 
229. 

Special schools, and special work, reports on. 166; 
number, enrollment, 46: open each month, 39;. 

Standing in examinations of teachers, 197. 

Statistical tables, 42. 

Statistics of the schools of Porto Rico, 9. 39; sum- 
maries, 101. 

Students from Porto Rico in the United Stales, 
23, 240. 

Studies of industrial schools, 187. 

Subjects in the course of study. 256. 

Summer normal schools, cost of, 28. 

Superintendents, of districts, reports of, 109; of 
schools, position defined by law. 39, 245: va- 
cation leave, 249. 

Superintendents' conference. 34. 

Supervision of .schools. 22: cost of, 28. 

Supplies, and books. 21; circular letters referring 
to, 214: cut down to number of pupils, 227. 

Suspension of teachers, 241. 



Taxation for scliools, fixed by law, 245. 
Teachers, American, employed. 39. 40: American, 

who are eligible, 230; and principals, duties 

of, 250: employed in common schools. 81; 

number, 38. 40: examined, report cm. 195: sus- 
I pensiim and removal. 241: their (lualifica- 

' tions. 240: their selection. 242: who pas.sed 

examinations, 197. 
i Teachers, conferences arranged to hear Dr. De 

(Jarmo. 212: duties. 242; institutes, cost of, 28; 

pensions, 29; salaries, 14: license, renewal. 248; 
I pen.sion, provided for by law, 240; .salaries,. 

I defined by law, 241. 

■ Tenth grade, course of study. 260. 
I Text-books, and supplies, cost of, 28: circular let- 
I ter referring to. 199: new, to be u.sed in schools, 

226. 
Thanksgiving Day, circular letter referring to, 225.. 
' Third g^rade, course of study. 257. 
, Tinsmitliing as a study, 187. 
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